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KNIGHTS or MALTA.

B OO K VIL

.BROT HER James de Milly, grand prior of
. Auvergune, fucceeded the grand

maﬂcrgDc Laftic. He wasg then ] m::: r
at his priory. They difpatched the che- :
valier de Boifrond his nephew to him, . '
to carry him the act of his cle@ion. In | }5‘:‘;
this difpatch the council reprefented to ** JU7¢
the new grand mafter, how important it was for the
good of the order, that he fhould repair immedi-
ly o Rhodes. In the fame letter they infinuated to
him, that in order to get rid of the recommenda-
tions of princes in favour of fome young knights,
and not prejudice the rights of feniority, it would
be proper for him to make an early declaration,
that he would grant no favour before he had taken
.pofleflion of his dignity in Rhodes, and taken like-
wife the oaths ufually tendered to the grand mafters
at {uch folemnities,

The prince paid a juft deference to this advice,
fet out immediately for Rhodes, and arrived there
on Aug. 20. 1454. His prefence was indeed very
necefliry.  Mahomet, the haughtieft and proudeft

_man breathing, eoraged at the reflolute antwer that
the knights made his ambaflador, fivore their ruin,
and the deftruction of Rhodes; and, out of his ea-

Vau. IIL. A gerncfs



2 HISTORY OF THE

gernefs to be revenged, had juft fent thirty gallics,
#s the harbingers ot his fury, who had by his com-
mand ravaged the coafts of the ifles of the order. -*

Of all the neighbouring princes, whom his vaft
ambition made him look upon as his enemies, there
was none more odious to him, or whom he fuf-
fered more impatiently in the midft of his territo-

. ries, than the.grand mafters of Rhodes. He intend-
ed'the year following to fall upon that ifle, and ex-
tirpate the whole order of St. John: but he was
cbliged to defer that enterprife upon news -of a
powerful league that was formed againft him for
the defence of Hungary. Pope Calixtus IlI. was
the head of it; and befides the kiog of Hungary,
he had engaged in it fucceflively one after another,
Alphonfys king of Arragon, lzhilip duke of Bur-
gundy, the republics of Venice and Genoa, the
ncv; grand mafter of Rhodes, and feveral princes
Of taly. “”

Gl)a{-les VII. king of France was firongly folici-
ted by a'lcgate, whom the pope had fent him'on
purpale, -to- join his forces with thofe of the allies:
“Fhe.pontiff too, upon that prince’s appearing averfe
.to leave his dominiors, had wrotg .to him in impe-~
rious terms. But thofe times were now no more,
when popes, either out of a true zeal for religion,

“or political views, could caﬁlfy carry their point,
.under the fpecious :pretext of crufades and holy
wars, of banifhing, as we .may fay, emperors and
other fovereigns-into the farsheft parts of the eaft.
The king of France flighted .menaces that came
difguifed under the mafk of pious exhortations.,
However, as he was 4 truly religious prince, though
he was ftill on his guard againft the koglith, whom
he had driven cut of France, and that the ambition
of the dauphin his fon gave great unecafinefs, he
nevertbelefs prefented the commander d’Aubuffon,
whom the grand mafter had fent to defire fuccours
from him, with confiderable fums, which were
emp'oyed
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employéd cither in buyiog up arms, or finithing the
new fortifications of the town of Rhodes.
- Whilft all thefe allies were arming flowly, and
bringing their forces but heavily to the rendszvous,
Mahomet, after feveral feints, purpofely to conceal
his real defign, fell at*once on the town of Bel-
grade, that Amurath his father-had formerly bes
fieged 10 no purpote, which made this prince the
more fond; our.of an emulation of glory, of fui~
prifiog or carrying it by force.. 'LI'his importaie
place is fituated upon a poiat of land, in a fort of
peninfula, formed by two rivers, by the Danube to
the north, and -the Sive to the weft, Huniades,
onc of the-greateft captains of Chriftendom, -and
the only man-of his time-to be compared with Scan-
der-Beg, lay, during.all the time of the fiege, in-
. trencted with a body of Hungarians oa the north
bank of .the Danube. Mahomet, to-make hinftlf
mafter of the river before Belgrade, and to cut off
the communication of the chriftian camp with the
place, had-formed a fort of femicircle of (aicks and
brigantines faftened together, which took up all the.
fpace both above and below the city. Huniades, to
break through this inclofure, and throw fuccours
into the place, fitted out a great number of vefltls
of different bulks, and, puuing his braveft an}k
moft refolute foldiers on board, goes himfclf a
their head, falls down the fiream, attacks the infi=
dels flcer, leaps firft into the admiral’s galliot, takes
‘it, and, followed by the Hungarian officers, who
commanded the land.-forces, breaks the inclofure, -
difperfes the little vefltls that formed it, fioks part
of them, feizes on others, puts the troops on board -
them to the fword, and enters into the pdrt, drag-
giog after him the fhattered remains of the Turk-
ifh fleet. This lord by his prefence raifes the cou-
rage of the garrifon- and inhabitants, and making .
them a fpeech : ¢ I am come, (fays he) in comp.-
¢ py with thefe brave foldiers, refolved either to
A2 ¢ live -
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¢ live or die with yow, and I will cither fave the
¢ place, or bury myfelf in its ruins.”

This great man, during the whole fiege, per-
formed all the funétions of a wife captain and a re-
folute foldier. He was general, governor, com-
mander of the fleet and artilery at one and the fame
time ; the Turks met with him at all the pofts they
attacked ; they faw him in like manner at the head
of all the fallies that were made. They fay, that in
one of thefe fallies he killed no lefs than twelve ene-
mies with his own hand : but as thefe little advan-
tages were not after all any ways decifive, and that
Mahomet was flill advancing his works, he faw
plainly, that nothing but an engagement and a bat-
tle could fave the place. He thercfore canfed the
garrifon, the troops that he brought with him, and
the braveft of the inhabitants, to put themfelves
under arms ; thenr made choice of the braveft of
them, and out of all thefe troops formed a confi-
derable body, put himfelf at their head, and fell
into the enemies trenches fword in hand. He at

firlt cut all thofe to pieces that ftood in his
1456. way; but at the noife of the attack, the
Turks foon rally and ftand their ground.
Never had the Chriftians and infidels fought with
greater courage and obftinacy. Huniades, refolved
cither to vanquifh or die, provoked at fo long a re-
filtance, throws himfelf into the thickeft battalions
of the enemies, forces his way, puthes and kills all
before him, and obliges the infidels to retire in dif-
order. Mahomet himfelf runs to their fuccour,
and at the head of thofe invincible legions of jani-
zaries, which made all the force of his army aod
empire, charges the Chriftians, and kills one of
ibe principal officers of the Hungarians with his
own hand, but at the fame time he him{elf-reccives
"a deep wound in the thigh which difables him:.
they carry him immediately to his tent, where he
faints away with lofs of blood. ° -
: ¢
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The combat however fiill lated with the fame -
fary. Huniades makes new efforts, drives them -
from their batteries, and turns the cannon agaioft-
the tents of the fultan. But the chriltian general, :
fecing a body of fpahi advancing fcymitar in hand
to cut offhis retreat, did not think it advifeable to -
_drive. the. Turks:by :too obitinate an engagement to -
a defpair that is frequently more formidable than-
their ordinary valour; but contenting himfelf with -
the advantages he had already gained, re-entered
triumphantly iato Belgrade, amidft the acclamations
of his foldiers, who dragged after them -a great.
number of prifoners; - _

- The fultan, recovéring from this fwoon, was im-*
mediately informed of 'the iffue of the combat.:
They eould not conceal from him, that the firft-
bafhas of his court, the vizir, the aga of the jani--
zaries, and the principal officers of that body of.
troops were killed : that the cannoa was nailed up,
and the baggage taken, Itis faid, that at:thi> il
news, {6 contrary to his expeétation, he called for -
poifon to put an end to his life and vexation.

It is certain however, - that he - lgit- above 20,00 ~
men of his:beft troops, and-that he was-ob- -
liged to raife the fiege, and retire to Coa- 1458, -
ftaatinople with precipitation. To increafe Aug.o..
his pain, he received advice, that the knights
of Rhodes, in order to make a diverfion during the-
campaign, had ravaged the coafts of his dominiouns, -
blocked up his ports, done infinite damage to the-
comnmerce of his (ubjeéts, aad fccured that of the: :
Chriftians. - ,

‘The fultan, o0 be reveaged on the kaights, puc -
to fea a ftrong fleet, having 18,000 land-forces on -
board, ordering them to deftroy all the iles of the
order with firc and fword. Theé admiral landed -
firft in the ifland of Coos or Lango. -He there be-
ficged a fortified caftle called Landimachiv. The
Tuarks battered the place with a great train of can-. -
aon and mortars, and baving made a breach, ads

A3 vanced -
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vanced in crowds to the aflault. They flattered
themfelves, that they fhould carry the caftle with-
out much oppofition, but they met with a good
pumber of kaoights on the breach, who drove them
back ; and by rolling down great ftones, and throw-
ing boiling oil and melted lead upon ihe befiegers,
Jaid the braveft of them dead at the foot of the
walls. A feafonable fally, following this defenge,.
put an end to the difpute, and canfedfo much th-
ble and diforder in the infidel troops,. that they re-
embarked with' more pretipitation and eagernefs
than they bad run to the-affaule,

The general, not daunted with this ill fuccefs,
fancied he fhould be more lucky againft the inha«
bitaats of the ifland Simia or of Apes. He invefted
the caftle, and to fave his men carried.on the fiege
by way of fap, running his mines as far as the mid-
dle of the place. But his defign being timely dif=
covered, was prevented by the knights, who, ma-
king countermines, defeated his attempt, and ad-
vancing fword in hand, cut the miners and the
troops that fupported them to pieces, and forced
the infidels to re-embark. From thence they ftood
for the ifle of Rhodes, and landing fome foldiers,
the admiral ordered them to march up with all-
poflible fecrecy into the country, to fee what guard
they kept in the ifland, and whether there were
any troops along the coaft.

Thefe {pies went a good way up into the conntry
without bsing difcovered ; every thing: appeared
buried in a profound calm, and wiithout the leaft:
diftruft ; and likewife found, that a town at no
great diftance, called Archaungel, very well peopled,
and the richeft of the ifland, was in a forry condi-
tion for defence ; thercupon they made the fignals
which the admiral had. direéted. The generad, as
foon as he faw them, put all his infantry into flat«
bottomed veflels, and, landing them, the¢ infidels
- “marched firaight to thetown, furpriled the inhabie
wats, flew all that made head agaioft them, al:id

. mage
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made flaves of the reft ; but, fearing to be attacked
by all the forces of the order, the Turkith admi-
ral after ravaging the open couontry, re imbarked
io great hafte. ' He did the - like execution in the
ifles of Lerro, Calamo, Niffaro, Lango and Simia,
which he vifited again op his return from Rhodes;
As. thofe ifles were moft of them defencelels, he ra-
vaged the country, rooted up the vines, cut down
the fruit trees, carried off gil the inhabitgnts that
he could furprife, and afier having left marks of
his cruelty where ever he went, returned back to
Conftantinople. He prefented Mahomet with a
great number of flaves which he had made in his ex-
pedition : the fultan viewed them with a barbarous.
pleafure, as what gratified his rage againft the
knights : ke left them only the choice of dying or
abjuring their religion. Several were weak enough
to do the latter, and thefe wretches turning Ma.
hometans, ferved.afterwards for guides to the cor-
fairs that infefted the feveral ifles of the order.

. Brother John de Chateneuf, of the language of
Provence, commander of Ulcz in the priory of St.
Giles, and bailiff of theifles of Lango, Lerro and
Calamo, finding.them defolate and in a miferable
condition, furrendered the government of them to
the order, who, in 2 general chapter, defired the.
grand mafter to undertake the repeopling of them.
Aod to prevent the like furprifes, the Fame chap-.
ter ordered, that fifty knights fhould refile con-
flantly in the caflle of St. Peter; that five and:
twenty fhould be kept in the ifle of Lango, that
forty other knights fhould be put on board the
guard galley which was always kept in the port of.
Bhodes; and the grand mafter bimtelf took care
to have a fort buile in the town of Axchangel for
the fecurity of the inhabitants.

Thefe precautions were the more nec¢eflary, in-
afmuch as befides the war which the order was en-
gaged in agaiaft the Turks, they were on the
point of coming to a rupware with the foldan of E.

- g BYPY,
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gypt, a neighbouring potentate, no lefs: formidable
than Mahomet. The grand mafter had juft receiv-
ed a prefling letter from Louis of Savoy, king of

the ifle of Cyprus, in right of Queen Charlotte: of

Lufignan his wife, io which he begged the order’s

fuccour and proteétion againft the enterprizes of a -
baftard of the-houfe of Lufignan, who by help of -

the credit that he had at the foldan’s court, pre-
tended to make himfelf mafter of the kingdom. -

It is well known, that the order poffeffed great .

3

A

eftates, and even fome towns and confiderable for- - .

treffes in that place ; fo that.nothing could pafs in -
a civil war between the queen and the baftard, but -

the grand mafter muft be obliged to'concern him-
felf in it,

In order to have a right notion of thefe recipro- .«
cal pretenfions, we muft obferve, that John de Lu- .
figoan, the laft king of Cyprus, left no heir to his
dominions but a young: princefs called Charlotte,
which he had by Helena Paleologus, his fecond -

»

wife. He was an effeminate prince, of 2 weak -

conftitution, almoft an idiot, incapable of govern--
ing, and the meaneft man in-the nation was better

verfed in the affairs of his kingdom than himfelf, - -

The whole authority remained in the perfun of the
ueen, who herfelf was governed by her nurfe’s
on, an abfolute minifter, that difpoted of the go-.
vernment as he pleafed, and made the:moft he.
could of all the pofts, dignites, and revenues of.
- the crown. )

A period was put to this unjuft adminiftration:
by the princefs’s‘marriage with John of Portugal
duke of Coimbra. This prince being, in right of.
his wife, prefumptive heir of the crown, . was for
entering upon the exercife of the rights which the
king his tather-in law had negle@ed.  The impe-.
rious minifter oppoted- it, but the prinee’s purty
got the better ; and the min fter, fearing his re-.
featment, rook refuge at Famagufta, which had,
been long in the poficfion of the Genoefe. His

mother,
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mother, to revenge the banifhment of her fon, got
the. Portuguefe prince poifoned ; aud by his death
the minifter returned to court, and refumed his
former authority in that place.

He refomed at the fame time all his pride ; and
whether a thirft of revenge, or the haughtinefs of
his temper, was the motive, orelle, as it generally
happens to men of his ftamp, his head was turned
with the too exalted height of his fortune, he kept
no meafures with the widow of the duke of Coime
bra. He even fought induftrioufly all occafions of
doing her ill offices with the queen her mother,
The priacefs, enraged at his haughty and infolent
condu&@, complained of it to James de Lufignan,
her. baftard brother, who was nominated to the
archbithoprick of Nicofia, the capital of the ifland,
though not yet in holy orders. He was a man that
had abandoned himfelf to ambition, one who ne-«
ver boggled at any crime to gain his ends, natural«
ly clofe, cruel in cold blood, and, wherever his
intereft was concerned, capable of a premeditated
affaflination. - :

This baftard, during the lfe of the duke of
Coimbra, whofe courage and capacity he feared,
never intermeddled in public affairs, confining him-
felf entirely to the bufinefs of his charaler ; bue
the death of the Portuguefe prince gave new life
to his ambition,. and he fancied it not impofiible
for him to make his way to the throne, or at leaf¥
to get into the minifiry : in order to this it was ne-
ceffary to remove the nurfe’s fon from the dire&is .
on of affairs.

James, under pratence’ of revenging the infults
offered 10 the princefs, ftabbed him with his own
hand. He was in hopes of tucceeding him in his
employment, but the queen’s wrath would not al-
low him to appear at court. He fled privately to
the houfe of a noble Venetian, his particular triend,

called Mark Cornaro, a rich and powerfuol man,
whe
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who had confiderable pofleflions in the ifland ; but.
not thinking himfelf fafe enough in that place a-
gainft the refentment of an offended queen, he
went to Rhodes, arnd wrote from thence to the

pope-to -defirc a confirmation of his dignity of

archbifhop..
The queen, who was afraid of his fubtle and
crafty genius, traverfed his defigns at Rome. The

baftard, incenfed at her oppofition, carried things-
to the utmoft lengths, and laying afide all thoughts
of the archbithoprick, got together a parcel of

banditti, returned into the ifle of Cyprus, arrived. -

at Nicofia, formed 4 ftrong party, deftroyed his .
enemies, and all that could pretend to the minifiry.

and government, and feized, in fpite of the queen,

upon the forces and revenue of the kingdom. That
princefs prudently diffembled an ufurpation which,
the was not at that time able to oppofe : fhe had
no remedy left but in a fecond marriage of her
daughter : fhe contracted her to Lewis fon to the
Duke of Savoy, who arrived foan after in-the ifle:
_of Cyprus with a fleét and a body of land forces on
board : all the baftard had now.to do was to make
the beft of his way out of the ifland, and he fled
for refuge to Grand Cairo. and : the court of the
foldan.

In the mean time.the king and queen dying with-.
in a few days of one another, the prince of Savoy
and the prineefs-his wife were proclaimed king and
queen of Cyprus, and as fuch were crowned with
great folemnity, The baftard of Lufignan, as foon.
as he received the news, difpatched away one of
his creatures to Conftantinople, to. defire Maho-
met’s intereft with the foldan ;. and as ufurpers
ftick at nothing, his agent offered in his name to
pay the grand feignior the fame tribute that was.
paid the Egyptian prince out of Cyprus. The baf-
tard found means at the fame time by great pre-

fenta to engage the foldan’s fon. and three of his
. .prin-
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principal minifters in his intereft, who did not fail
reprefenting to him, that if he would grant the in-
veftiture of the kingdom to the baftard, he would
double the tribute which his father ufed to pay in
his life-time.

This intrigue, of which king Lewis had notice
from his ambaflador at Grand Cuairo, was the oc-

cafion of writing immediately to the grand mafter,
10 defire his advice and affiftance in fuch an im-
portant jun&ture, The order had for a long time
before been as a prote&or to all the princes of the
houfe of Lufignan., The grand mafter, as foon
as he received the king’s letters, fent brother
John Delphin, commander of Niflara, to Grand
«Cairo, to traverfe the batiard’s pretenfions and in-
Arigues,

This ambaflador having an audience of the ful-
‘tan reprefented to him, that the ifle of Cyprus be-
ing a feudatory of his crown, he was obliged in
juftice to fupport the lawful rights of the late king’s
hcirs, againft an ambitious man that was o&'crin‘g
to invade them; thar thefe heirs, as being his vaf-
fals, would be exadt in paying the tribute laid up-
on the Hland, and obferve an inviolable fidelity to
him, for which the whole order would frecly be
refponfible. The ambaflador’s dexterity, and
fome prefents properly diftributed amonﬁ thofe
barbarians, began toincline them to the jufter fide,
when an ambaffador arrived from Mahomet, who
reprefented to the foldan, that it was the intereft
of all true Muflulmen to hinder the prince of Sa.
voy, and any Latin prince whatever, from feuling -
in the Levant.. He urged further, that he fhould
look upon all that favoured them as his enemics ;
that in cafe he granted the inveftiture of Cyprus to
a Latio prince, he'ought to be afraid of raifing an
infurreion in his own dominions ; and if he was .
not flrong enough to drive the duke of Savoy’s fon
out of the iﬂamf, he offered him the affitance of
his own forces, and would even allow -hior wlnh

plea-
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pleafure to make ufe of them to clear the ifle
of Rhodes of the knights, who were all Latins by
extradtion, and irreconcileable encmies to their
prophet.. :

The Egyptian yiclded to remonftrances, which
had all the air of a threat, and came from a prince
whofe arms and refentment no body at that time
eared to draw upon himfelf. The inveftiture was
granted to the baftard of Lufignan, and the fultan,
40 fettle him on the throne, feot him back with a
firong army. Waith this fuccour he made himfelf

Jn a little time mafter of the whole kingdom. The
king and quecn had now nothing left but the for.
trefs of Cyrene, into which they threw themfelves
for refuge : the baftard immediately invefted and
formed the fiege. of the place. The Genoefe in
this -revolution ftill kept the town of Famagufta,
and the kpights maintained themfelves in the cafile
of Colos, a ftrong place which belonged to the or-
der, and made part of the great tommandry of

Cyprus.
y(¥uzen Charlotte de Lufignan, not finding her-
felf fafe in Cyrene, quaitted the ifle of Cyprus,- and
retired to that of Rhodes, under the proteétion of
the grand mafter, The illuftrious family from
whence that young princefs was defcerded, her
voyal dignity, her misfortunes, and above all, that
natural empire which beauty gives, made moft of
the knights become her zeulous partizans ; and it
was likewife abferved, that, cither out of pure ge-
nerofity, or fecret inclination, the commander
d’Aubuflon was particularly devoted 10 her inte.
refts. The ufurper on his fide, in order to gain
the fupport of the republic of Venice, married af-
terwards Catharine Cornaro, under the fpecious
title of a daughter of St. Mark, Purfuant to this
tile, thofe fubtle republicans, in order to create
themfelves a fort of right over the ifland, gave
young Cornaro a portion of an hundred thoutand
ducats; and the republick engaged, by a folemn
X treaty
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treaty, to protcét the new king againft his enemies,
meaning thereby the koights of Rhodes, who had
taken Queen Charlotte under their prote&ion.
But the ufurper was not long before he found by
experience, that it is rare to find fidelity and ho-
nour in treaties that are founded on injuftice. The
uncles of the Venetian lady were fufpeéted of having
poifoned the new king, in order to get a fhare in the
government of the kingdom, Itis atleaft certain,
as we fhall fee in the fequel, that the republic alone
reaped all the benefit of thefe feveral ufurpati.
ons.
" The grand mafter in the mean time found him-
felf in a very difficult fitnation between Mahomet
and the fultan of Egypt, who alike threatened
Rhodes with a fiege, The fultan too, to have bis
" revenge for the prote@tion which the order gave
the queen of Cyprus, had, contrary to the law of
nations, feized on the embaflador Delphin, and all
the merchant fhips of Rhodes that were trading in
Egypt. The wife grand mafter, in order to find
how the Turks ftood affefted, fent a Greek prelate
Demetrins Nomphilacus by name, to the port, to
defire a fafe condu& of Mahomet for the commans
der de Saconnay, who was empowered to make
him propofals of peace : but he was not heard at
that time. The knights were the more alarmed at
it, inafmuch as at the fame time that they were
drained both of money and ammunition, they were
yet to defend thémfelves not only againft the Sara«
zens and Turks, but alfo the Venetians, who on
fome trifling pretence relating to trade, made a de-
fcent in the ifle of Rhodes, and committed greater
ravages and cruelties there than thofe barbarians
- had ever done. They returned thither again a lic-
tle time afterwards with a fleet of 42 gallies, which
blecked up the port of Rhodes, and threatened the,
town with a fiege. o B
®  The occafion of this enterprife arofe from the
grand mafter’s having by way of reprifal, and in or-
Vor. Il B der
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der to procure the liberty of his ambaflador and
fubjeéts detained by the foldan, caufed -two Vene-
tian gallies, laden with merchandife for the account
of fome Sarazen merchants, to be ftopped, and had
feized at the fame.time a good number of the fol-
dan’s fubjeéts that were on board the gallies. The
infidels were made galley-flaves; their merchandize
was confifcated ; and as for the gallies and the Ve
netian crew, -they were difmifled, and allowed to
purfue their.courfe : all this was donc agreeable to
the ordinary rules of war, which authorife the
confifcating of a friend’s moveables that are found
in the fame bottom with thofe of an enemy. But
the republic, which was in ftriét alliance with the
Sarazens for the fake of its commerce, demanded
in high terms the reftitution of the effeéts that had
betn feized ; moft of the young knights, -efpecially
the Spanith, were for giving no other anfwer to
fuch unreafonable and imperious propofitions, bu¢
that of cannon fthot. The grand mafter however
was of a differgnt opinion. He had reccived advice,
that if the arder did not readily releafe the Sarazen
prifoners and their merchandife, the commander of
the fleet had private orders to ravage all the ifles
belonging to the order, to carry off the peafants
and inhabitants of the open country, and then de-
liver them up to the fultan as hoftages for the Sa-
razens that had been feized at Rhodes. *“ I do not
¢ doubt, with the afliftance of your valour,” fays
the grand mafter in full council, ¢ bur that I thall
. ¢¢ be able to defend this place againft all the forces
¢t of the.republic, but I cannot prevent their gal-
¢ lies from furprizing our fubjets in the open
“ country ;. and I believe it is more advifeable to
¢ give up a few Sarazens, rather than expofe whole
¢ families to the danger of being made flaves to the
¢ infidels, and perhaps of being forced by torments
¢ to change their religion.” The whole council
acquiefced to fo prudent an opinion, the Saracens
were delivered up to the Yenctian admiral, and cha»

rity

o «
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rity prevailed over the juft refentment of fo crying
an injuftice. ‘

The order, in the midft of fo many enemies with
which it was befet, to make its difficulties ftill great-
er, was unhappily diftrated with divifions flowing
from ambition and vanity. The procurators of
the languages of Spain, Italy, England, and Ger-
many, complained in a general chapter, that the-
principal digoities of the order, and particularly the
poft of captain-general of the ifland, was anncxed
to the languages of France, to the prejudice of the
other nations ; and they maintained, that in a well-
regulated republic, and in a ftate compofed of the-
nobility and gentry of all Europe, no diftinétion-
ought te be made but that of feniority and merit.
The French in anfwer alledged, that the order”
owed its foundation entirely to their anceftors ; that-
if in the feries of time other pations had been ad-
mitted into it, ftill it was the French alone that a-
doptedthem ; that the other languagesought always -
to confider them as their firft parents, and that it"
would be a great injuflice now to deprive their fuc--
ceflors of thofe marks of honour which they had-
acquired or preferved at the expence of their blood, -
and as-a juft recompence of the fervices which they
had doane the order. t

As to the poft of captain general, the comman--
der d’Aubuflon, who acted in that quality in the -
abfence of the marfhal of the order, replied, that
that poft belonged folely to the language of Au-
vergne, of which the marfhal was the chief; that
after all there was no language in the order but had -
fome particular dignity annexed to it; and as the
Freoch did not intude into the fun&ions of the
admiral, the great confervator, the turcopilier and
the grand bailiff, dignities which had a feat in the
council annexed to them, and were appropriated to -
the languages of Italy, Arragon, England, and -
Germany, it was very gurpriﬁng, that. che knig‘htss--_

i B o by
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of thofe languages fhould envy thofe of Provence,
Auvergne, and France, the pofts of great com-
mander, great marfhal, and great Rofpitaller, which
had been exercifed by French knights ever fince the
foundation of the order. Notwithftanding this ju-
dicious aud modeft anfwer, the malecontents per-
fifted in their pretenfions : but as they werc fenfible
that their party was not ftrong enough to carry
their point, the procurator of the language of Ar-
ragon threw an appeal drawn up in form to the ho-
ly fee before the grand mafter, and withdrew with
the other procurators out of the chapter in a fedi-
tious manner, and alfo went out of the city. The
council was of opinion that they fhould be profe-
cuted ; but the grand mafter being of a mild tem-
per let this firft fire {fpend itfelf. Some of the old
knights interpofed for an accommodation, when
the warmeft of the difcontented party came back to
the city, without making the leaft innovation on
this head at that time, and returned to their duty.
But the grand mafter dying foon after of the gout
in his ftomach, they renewed their pretenfions un-
der the mafterfhip of brother Pe-
ter Raimond Zicofta, caftellan
of Empofta, a Caftilian by birth,
and fucceflor to Milly. It was
impoffible for them to terminate this great affair,
but by creating a new language in favour of the
Caftilians and Portuguefe, who were fevered from
the Arragonefe, Navarrefe, and Catalans. They
annexed the dignity of great chancellor to this new
language, fo that by this-augmentation there were
afterwards cight languages in the order,

~ We have feen a lictle before, that Mahomet, im-
patient to fall upon the ifle of Rhodes, had refufed
to grant a fafe conduét to the commander de Sacon-
ny, who had a commiffion from the grand mafter de
Milly to treat of a peace between the order and the
port. We muft obferve further, that the caufg ol:' .

' uc
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fach an harth refufal arofe from the order’s refo-

lution not to hear the lcaft mention of a tribute ; =

other defigns, and of a much greater importance,
made Mahomet diffemble fo refolute a refufal, fo

that they were not a little aftonifhed to fee the fafe
conduét brought to Rhodes at a time when they
leaft expc€ted it, The furprife of the knights was -

the greater, becaufe that prince was then making
extraordinary preparations by féa and land, whic

_made them fufpeét that he talked to them of peace, -
onlyto lull them afleep and amufe them by means -

of a treaty which he was going to break. -
The grand mafter, without difcovering his juft

diffidence, and in order ‘to pierce into the defigns -

of the infidels, fent brother William Marefchal,
commander of Villefranche, to Conftantinople, ac-

companied by two Greeks of the ifle of Rhodes, -

the: one Arrogentille, and the other Conitance
Collace. The negotiation was not fpun out to any
leogth ; there was né mention made at all of tri-
bute, or at leaft the minifters of the port did not
much infit on that article. Mahomet, who did
not care to be interrupted in his projcéts by the di-
verfions ufually made by the knights, figned a truce
for two years, and the ambaflador returned to
Rhodes without being able to difcover on what fide
the fultan would wrn his arms. They were as ig-
norant of it at the porte, even the very favourites
of that prince ; and the cadilefcher, or lord chief
juftice of Conftantinople, fecing the campaign rea-
dyto open, and having had the boldnefs to afk him
where the ftorm would £ill, ¢ If one hair of my
* beard, (fays Mahomet to him in a paffion), knew
" * my fecret, 1 would tear it out this moment and
® throw it in the fire :” an anfwer which that mi-
nifter could not apply without putting- himfelf
into a terrible fright, At laft the fecret of this
campaign, which kept Kurope and Afia in fufpence,
declared itfelf ; the Turks entered Penderacia, cal-

led ancicody Paphlagonia, and {ciged on dinople
cienly Pap agoxgasan izcd T
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and Caftamone, two of the moft confiderable towns
in-the province, and which, though fubjeét to a
Mahometan prince, ferved for a barrier to the im-
perial city of Trebifond, fubje to a chriftian
rince. It was this capital that Mahomet aimed at.
hat prince, who ever weighed his affairs, always
extended his conquefts gradually, advancing from
onc territory to the next adjoining : and having fe-
cured himfelf on the fide of the Perfians by a treaty
of peace with Ufum Caflan, he marched ftraight 1o -
Trebifond, and invefted it at the fathe time both
by fea and land. . : :
This city is fituated upon the Black fea, and was
formerly part of the ancient Colchis. In the revo-"
lution which happened at Coboftantinople, when
the pfeudo-emperor Alexis Comnenus loft his life,
rince Ifaac of the fame houft fled for refuge to
Trebifond : he made it the capital of a new empire,
or rather, according to the genius of the Greeks,
who after gave pompous names to trifling places,
he gave the fhining title of empire to a ftate that
confiftgd only of two or three little provinces. His
fucceflfors maintained themfelves with tranquillity
enough in that place, till the reign of another A-
lexis, who lived in the time of Amurath II, The
fons of that Greek prince, impatient of fucceeding
_him, rebelled, took up arms againft the emperor
.their father, ang.at laft againft one another ; and
the old emperor loft his life in thefe civil wars,
John, onec of thefle unnatural princes, was at laft
left fole mafter of the éHfipire, reaped the fruit of
his numberlefs crimes, and was proclaimed empe-
ror. But he did not long enjoy this dignity, for
death bereaved him of the crown, the abject of his
_ambition. David €omnenus, the yougeft of his
- brothers, was appointed regent and tutor to a young
prince whom he left an infant, fcarce entered into
the fourth year of his age. The tutor, who was as
" perfidious as his brothers, deprived his nephew and
bis. pupil of his lif¢ and crown. He aftcrwards
R - married
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married a princefs of the houfe of the Cantacuzeni,
called Helena, by whom he had eight fons and two
daughters. He beheld thefe children with pleafure,
as the fupport of the throne he had ufurped ; but
the divine juftice, which often in this life makes
ufurpers feel the weight of its avenging hand, raifed
vp Mahomet, who, at thé head of two formidable
armies, came to befiege him in his capital both by
fea and land. The fiege lafted thirty days. The
.Greck prince, fearing the place would be taken by
ftorm, ¢ntered into a negotiation, and confeated to
deliver up the.empire and his capital to Mabhomet,
- on eondition of receiving another province in ex-
change. The fultan agreed to it; the gates of
Trebifond were opened to him; he put a garrifoa
in it, and in the other places that belonged to Com-
nenus. This prince followed him to Conftantino-
ple; but inftead of exccuting the treaty, he left
him only the cheice of either dying or re- :
nouncing his religion. The Greek empe- 1461
ror, fummoniog up his old religious fenti- .
ments, which ambition had flifled in him, prefer-
red death to apoftacy : feven of his male children,
in. imitation of their father, chofe rather to lofe
their lives than embrace the Mahometan religion,
The infancy of the laft, who was not three years -
old, exempted him from martyrdom. Happy if
the bloodr fultan had not made him afterwards .a
renegado ! ) ,
Not that this prince was any way affeéted with
the merit of making profelytes; his thameful in.
difference for all religions is well envugh known
but having taken up the barbarous refolution to let
no chriftian prince live, whofe dominions he had
conquered, he made ufe of that pretext .to get rid
of them ; and if he found any of them weak enough
to be overcome by his threats, he foon found ano-
ther pretence to make them away : and befides, this
¢hange of religion made them fo odious and con-
temiptible to the Chriftians their old fubjeéls, that

they .
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they had much rather be fubje® to a natural muft
fulman, than to a deferter and an apoftate.

Whilft the faltan was employed in thefe wars,
-the grand mafter, confidering the great ufe that a
new fort would be of for the defence -of the city
and port of Rhodes, cau'ed one 'to be built during
the truce, upon fome rocks that ran our a good -
way into the fea, fparing for nothing ro make the
work fubftantial. Philip duke of Burgundy, whom
he acquainted with his defign, furnifhed him with
12,000 crowns of gold towards it. The knights,
by way of acknowledgenvent, put his coat of arm’s
on the fides of this fortrefs, which was called the
‘tower of St. Nicholas, from a ‘chapel dedicated to
‘that faint, which was inclofed within the circuit of
this fort.

Though there was at that time a fort of truce
between the fultan and the kaights, yet that prince’s
veflels and fome Turkith corfairs, whenever they
¥ound a favourable opportunity, made defcents up-
on the ifles of the order, and carried off all the in-
‘habitants of them that they could furprife. The
grand mafter fent complaints of it to the grand
feignior ; but his embaffador not being heard, the
knights, by way of reprifal, fell upon thie coafts of
Turky. Mahomet, the haughticft prince on earth, .
could not bear that the knights {hould dare to treat
with him on a foot of equaliry. He fell into a rage
at the bare name of reprifals. T be reyenged, he
refolved to drive the knights out of Rhodes and
out of all Afia; but before he engaged in that war,
he thought proper to begin with the conqueft of
Lefbos, and fome other iflands of the Archipelago,
from whence the order might draw any fuccour.

Lefbos is an ifland fituated in the eaftern part of
the MAgean fea; a Greek prince of the houte of
Gatiilufio was then in poflicflion, and claimed the
fovereignty of it. Mahomet pafled into the ifle
with the troops he had appointed for this conquclt&
: an
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and immediately befieged Mitylene, the capital of
the ifland. ‘The pretext that he made ufe of for
this war was, that the prioce of Lefbos allowed the
liberty of his ‘ports to the knights of Rhodes, and
to the Genocfe and Catalan privateers that difturb-
ed the navigation, and deftroyed the commerce of
the Turks. , ,

The grand mafter, who was in a ftrict alliance
with the prince of Lefbos, immediately fent him a
confiderable body of knights, who threw themfelves
into the place. He left the defence of it to them,
and to the Genoefe and Catalan privateers that
were in the port. Lucio Gauilufio his coufin fhared
the government and defence of the place with the
archbifhiop of Mitylene, whilft that peuy fovereign,
a prince of ne very warlike conftitution, and great-
i‘vaverfe to dangers, fhut up, or rather hid bim~
elf in the caftle, as in the firongeft place, and that
which was leaft expofed. The befiegers, as well as
the befieged, in the attack and defence of the place,
%3\“: the moft fignal proofs of their courage. The

urks, who had been ufed to pafs from one con-
queft to another, could not bear to have a petty
prince prefuming to ftop the progrefs of the arms
of their invinciple emperor. They marched defpe-
rately on to all the attacks, and great numbers of
them loft their lives. Mahomet here found. by ex-
perience the difference there was between a knight
of Rhodes and a Turkifh foldier. The koights did
not give him a moment’s reft ; and by the torrents
of blood which they made fiream down in all their
fallies, they made the vifier, who commanded at
the Gege under Mahomet, atraid. left that prince,
. Who was exceeding brave, and who often expofed
his perfon, fhould lofe his own life before the place;
As pothing was dearer to the general than his ma-
fer’s prefervation, the prudent minifter engaged
him, under_ colour of giving his orders for new
faccours, to pafs back again to the continent, w!l‘!c-

ther
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ther he fent him’ every day an: exad. relation oF
what paffed at the fiege..

The vigorous refiftance of the kaights- and the
chriftian privateers not giving kim room to flatter
himfelf with a fpeedy fuccefs,. he kad recourfe to
bribery, in which he fucceeded better than by his
arms. He applied himf{elf to the-governor.of the
town, who was of the fame name and family asthe
prince, and promifed him, in Mahomet’s name, 0 °
leave him the fovercignty of the ifland, if he would-
facilitate the taking of Mitylene, and engage ncver:
to fuffer any knights or chriftian privateers in the
ports of the ifland..

Lucio Gattilufio could not poffibly be ignorant,.
that Mahomet owed moft of his conquefts entircly
vo the pledging-of his faith, and that he fcarce ever-
kept it; but the weak Greek, dazzled with the las
ftre of a crown, let himfelf be feduced by the vift--
er’s {pecious promifes. In confequence of which,
the traitor opened-to him a gate which he was ap-
pointed to defend ; the Turks entered in at it im-
crouds, and maffacred the knights, who, though
deferted by the Greeks, died all with their weapons.
in their hands: feveral privateers met with a like
fate ; others, in hopes of life'which was promiftd.
them, furrendered themfelves prifoners. The trai-
tor, in the midft of the tumult, ran to the caftle,
and, with an affc&ed terror, reprefented to the prince,.
that he was going to be taken by ftorm, if he did
not prevent it by a capitulation ; and the weak prince.
of 1 efbos committed the whole management of that
affiir into his hands. '‘Mahomet, who was not far
off, "haftened upon the advice he reccived-from the-
vifier to reap the glory and benefit of his negotia-
tion : the treaty was agrced oo ; he promiled the

rince other lands in Greece in exchange for his
sland ; and it was ftipulated, that he fhould come
®0 Conftantinople to treat about this cxcha't}%c. :
' €
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The prince of Lefbos repaired thither with his
kinfman, whofe treachery he was not aware of.
Mahomet treated them exaétly as he had done
the emperor of Trebifond. As a preliminary to the
negotiation, he left them only the choice of chan
ging their religion, or of fuffering immediate death,
The two Gatrilufios were bafe and cowardly enough
to abjure the faith. They flattered themfelves ag
leaft with the hopes of baving preferved their lives
by their apoftacy ; but Mahomet looked out for
fome other pretext to get rid of them. That piince,
whofe barbarous politics made him put every body
to death that had any juft claim to the countries he
had conquered, took advaotage of the two Gatti-
lufio’s walking abroad, charged it upon them ag
done with a defign to make their efcape, and get
out of his dominions without his leave, and there-
upon ordered them both to be beheaded. He was
#iill more cruel in his treatment of the chriftian
privateers that had defended Mitylene, and furren-
dered to the infidels upon the vifier’s afluring them
that their lives fhould be faved. ‘The fultan, not-
withftanding his vifier’s promife, and to intimidate
their companions, caufed them to be feized, and af-
terwards {awed in two, and ordered their limbs to
be expofed to dogs and other voracious animals.
The grand mafter looked upon thefe crucl exe-
cutions as. forerunaers of a war which, Mahomet
would carry on the next campaign in the ifle of
Rhodes. And in order to prepare himfelf for it,
he fent a general fummaos into Europe, diretted to
all the knights, with particular orders to the re-
ceivers.to repair to Rhodes to aflift at a chapter
which he had called, and to bring thither the an-
nates and refponfions, for which they were ac-
countable to the common treafury.
Thofe officers, purfuant to thefe orders of their
il‘gcrior, prefled feveral commanders to fatisfy and
ifcharge what they owed ; but the greateft pal:;: of
. them,
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them, efpecially thofe of Italy and Arragon, endea-
voured by various pretences to elude the payment
of what was fo juftly required of them. Some pre-
tended that they were tuxed at an exceffive rate ;3
others complained of the grand mafter as an old
man that was continually terrified at the leaft mo-
tions of Mahomet, and under the notion of an ima-
ginary war, was always haraffing them with long
and tedious voyages, and inventing one pretence or
other to drain them by exorbitant taxes which he
laid upon them. Thefe complaints were laid before
pope Paul II. and fegonded by the king of Naplecs
and Arragon, and by the doge of Venice.. .
The king of Arragon in particular prefled the
fovereign pontiff to fummon him to Rome t6 an-
fwer for his condu@. Here follows the motive of
that prince’s animofity: the grand mafter ftill keep-
ing in his hands the caftellany of Empofta, which
he enjoyed when he came to the ‘mafterthip, had
demanded of that prince to give back feveral ma-
nors which had belonged formerly to that great
commandry, and which the king had feized on by
a right of convenience. All thefe princes, atuated ‘
by different motives, prevailed with the pope to or-
der the general chapter which was fummoned to
" Rhodes to be held at Rome. This was a kind of
furrendering up the ;grand mafter ro his enemies ;
and what was worfe, by this new citation and
change in affairs, they expofed the ifle of Rhodes
to the enterprifes of Mahomet. The grand mafter
might have made ufe of fo juft a reafon to excufe
‘himfelf from the voyage, and could have alledged
the neceflity he was under of defending in perfon |
the dominions, the fovereignty of which the order |
had intrufted him with : but the venerable old man,
eager to prove his innocence on fo public a theatre |

as the court of Rome, repaired thither immediate-

ly, and the chapter was opencd foon after. The

grand mafter, who had the oldeft commanders and
1 beft



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 235

beft good men of the order appearing in his favour,
foon convinced the pope, that the complaints
brought him had no manner of foundation, but
were owing only to the libertinifm of fome profli-
gate knights, who, though they had great cftates,
did not yet find them fufficient to fupport their ex-
ceflive luxury:-and to fhew his difintereftednefs,
and take away from the king of Arragon all fubjeét
of complaint, he at the fame time made a refigna-
tion of the caftellany of Empofta to the order and
chapter, having kept it in his hands after his ele@ion
to the grand mafterfhip, with the view only of en-
.abling him to go on with building the fortrefs of St!
Nicholas. -
Such teftimonies of his difintereftednefs covered
his cnémies with confufion.”  The pope himfelf was
athamed of having liftened to them, and fuffering
himfelf to be impoled upon by them; and in order
to repair the injury he had done the grand mafter,
gave him the higheft teftimonies of his eftcem in
private, and affeéted to diftinguifh him in public by
all the marks of refpedt that were fo juftly due to
his merit, 3nd the rank he held among chriftian
princes, The chapter made alfo feveral fevere re-
. gulations againft the difobedient, which were ap.

proved by the holy fee. The ,frand mafter was pre~
paring to carry them himfelf to Rhodes, when a
Kkurir” that fcized hiin at Rome, put an end to
is life ;.the common opinion being, that the unca-
finefs and fatigues which the wicked religious occa-
fioned him, had haftened his end. The pope caufed
him to be buried in the church of St. Peter, and °
omitted no kind of pious magnificence that was
proper to adarn his fnueral obfequies; and by a
deeree of the chapter they obferved in the epitaph
of this grand mafter, that he was equally diftin-
%ulfbcd by his piety, his charity, and his capacity
or the arts of gavernment.

The general chapter then prosceded to a new

Vor. l“I,I. C clection ¢
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eletion: the votes. were divided between brother’
. Raimond Ricard of the language of
Joun BarT. Provence, grand prior of St. Giles,
Ursinit,  and brother John Baptifta Urfini,
146+, - prior of Rome, and of fo illuftrious
467 a family, that his very name, abftrac- -
ted from his perfonal merit and qualities, might
“alone ferve for a title, and procure him.a preference
to any competitor. = Yet he carried it by one voice
only : a circumftance which may make-one prefume,
that the plurality of votes would hardly have been
on his fide in any other place but Rome.

The new grand mafter, taking leave of the pope,
made all the hafte he-conld to Rhodes, where Ma-
homet’s ambition and forces made them always ap-

" prehenfive of fome furprife. He fent a particular
fummons to the braveft and moft experienced
knights of each language to repair thither. Nor was
it long before there arrived there brgther Bertrand
de Cluys, grand prior of France ; brother John de
Bourbon, commander of Boncourt ; brother John
de Sailly, commander of Ficffes; brother John
‘Whulner, commander of Oifon ; and brother Peter
d’Aubuflon, -one of the greateft captains of the or-
der, and particilarly verfed in that branch of mi-
litary {kill that relates to fortifications, on which
account the grand mafter made him furveyor of
thofe of the ifland. It was by his advice and direc-
tion that they made the town-ditches deeper and
wider, and railed a wall fix hundred foot long,
thirty-fix broad, and fix thick, on that fide that lay
towards the fea, .

This precaution was the more neceffary, inaf-
much as they were afterwards informed the fultan
would have opened the campaign with the fiege of
Rhodes, if he had not been detained.at Conftanti-
nople by a dangerous illnefs. And ‘the plague
breaking out at the fame time in thar capital of the

Tukifh empire, he was obliged to put off that en-
: ~ terprife
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terprife for fome time. However, not to allow
the knights any refpite, he put to fea thirty gallies
with a body of foot on board, giving the command-
er orders to make defcents in the weakeft places of
the ifland, to carry off the inhabitants, and deftroy
all before him with fire and {word. The grand
mafter, having advice of this armament, d:feated
the defign of it by his prudent conduét and the va-
lour of the knights. There were then feveral caftles
in the ifland, fituated at certain diftances from one
another, which in time of war ferved tor a retreat
to the inhabitants of the country. Among thele
firong places were the caftles of Lindo, Feracle,
Villeneuve, Catauda, Archangel, and Tiranda,
The peafants had orders to retire thither with their
cattle’; and the koights, dividing themfelves. into .
diffcrent bodies of cavalry, and futfering the Turks
to land, fell upon fuch as advanced into the coun-
try, killed a gréat number of them, took feveral
prifoners, and forced the reft to fly for their lives

_ and get on board their fleet. i
Mahomet, whofe whole life was a kind of con-
tinual campaign, provoked at this d-feat, gave out
#Rri& orders. immediately tor the making a new ar--
mament by fea and land. They made no queftion
burt thele ex'raordinary preparations were defigned
either againft the iflc ot R :odes or that ot Negre-
poar, whnich was then funjeét 10 the Venetians, In
this uncertainty, thofe poliiick republicans, in or-
der 1o make their advantage of the aflitance of the
order, feni ambaflidors to the . grand mafter and
council, to propoic a league with themn, both of-
feniive and detertive, agsinft their common ene-
my Nothing in outward appearance could be more
convenient for both ; but when they came to cx1-
mine into the conditions of the treaty, the knights
were {trangcly furprifed to find the Venerians de-
mdsnded as a preliminary, that the order thoul. put
itfelt under the protetion of their republic. and.
C 2 N fubmic
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fubmit to a dependence on it, and fhould for the
future undertake nothing without their orders.
The grand matfter rejeéted the proje& of. a league
with a juft indignation, which, under the name of
an alliance, would have reduced the order into a
ftate of downright vaffalage : and if this particular
had not been exprefsly mentioned by fome celebra-
ted hiftorians, one could hardly imagiae, that fo
wife a body as the fenate of V enice could have been
capable of making fo odious a propofal, to an order
compofed of the moft illuftrious and valiant nobility
and gentry of Chriftendom, which by its fiagle for-
ces had fo long made head againft thofe of the Sa-
razens and Turks. But though this particular
league proved incffeétual, yet as foon as they
heard at Rhodes, that Mahomet’s troops had inveft-
ed the ifle and town of Negrepont, the grand ma-
fter, in a {enfe of what his profeffion obliged him
to, viz. to defend all the dominions of chrifan
princes, fent immediately a fquadron of gailies well
provided to the fuccour of the Venerans. The
chevalicr de Cardonne commanded this fquadron,
and the commander d’Aubuffon, greatly fkilled im
the attack and defence of any firong hold, was pot
at the head of a body of brave knights, who had
\orders to try to land in the ifland, and throw them~
felves into the town which was befieged.

The ifle of Negrepont was ancienitly caled Eu-
bza. It is about 360 miles in circumference ; ity
greateft breadth is forty, and is leaft tweaty miles:
and it has a communication with the main land of
Beeotia by a bridge over the Euripus. ‘The capital
of it was called Calchis by the Athenians; but it
has fince taken the genmeral name of the ifland.
John Bondumiero and Lewis Calbo his lieutenant,
both noble Venetians, commanded in it for the re-
public ; and Paul Erizzo, another noble Venetian,
who had juft before exercifed the office of provedi-
tor there, fecing the enemy draw near to befiege it,

geacroudly
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generouily refolved to ftay in the place, though the.
time of his fervice was expired. Mahomet, before
he attacked the ifle of Rhodes, refulved to reduce
‘that of Negrepont from whence the kaights might:
otherwiie obrain fuccours.

T his warlike prince, followed by an army-
of an hundred and twenty thoufand men, 1470. -
arrived on the bank of the Euripus, which .
he crofled on a bridge of boats.that he caufed to be -
built ; at the fame time.that his fleet, confift-
ing of 3eo fail,. and commanded by the vifier -
Machmut, was advancing forwards. “T'here were -
three .principal attacks in.the fiege,.in which the
Turks at firft loft a great number of men: but a .
traitor difcovering a place of the walls which they
bad overlooked, the fortifications of which were
old and ruinous; they played-upon it with their ar-
tillery, and beat down -a. great.-pannel of the wall. .
The pefieged fent advice of the danger they were
in to general Canalé who commanded the fleet of ~
the republic. The gallies of the order had joined
it The chriftian fleet came up immediately in
fight of the-enemy., They had the wind and cur-
rent on their fide, and had refolved in a council of -
war to attack the bridge over the Euripus, in order
to cut off the communication which the Turks had
with the main land, and thercby deprive them of
the convoys which they received from thence. All.
the flect was eager for an engagement, and de-
manded it with great fhouts ; and particularly the
knights de Cardone and d’ Aubuflon prefled-Cunalé
to advance. - But that. admural cafting his eyes by -
chunce on his only fon, who looked frighted at the
danger, after rcflc&ting for-fome time whether he
fhould engage the ¢nemy or retreat. atiaft thame-
fully. tacked about, falled away from the infide]s, .
and abandoned the befieged, who were then lcft
without any hopes of {uccour.

The fultan took. advantage of their confterna-

C3 ' tion ;
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tion : his troops mounted the next day to the af:-
fault, and ftormed that part of the wall that his ar—
tillery had beaten down. They did not enter how -
ever, till after a gallant defence had been made ovex
the bodics of Bondumiero, Calbo, and the princi—
pal officers of the garrifon, who died bravely on
the breach. )

The proveditor Erizzo difputed every inch of
ground, making a ftand at every intrenchmene
thrown up in the ftreets; but, feeing himfelf forced
on all fides, he made his way to the caftle, where
he héld out for fome time with great bravery: but
at laft wanting provifions and ammunition, and moft

of his foldiers being wounded, he was forced- to

capitulate. He would not however deliver up the
caftle till he had the fultan’s exprefs word for the
fecurity of his life. That piince fwore by his own
head, that Erizzo’s thould not be touched ; but
wh: n he had him in his power, he ordered him to
- be fawed in two . and mixing raillery with cruelty,

and meanly playing with a deceitful and ambignous

oarh, he faid. that he had indeed given Erizzo af-
{urance for his head, but that he had never meanc
to fpare bis fides.

That gallant v enctian had with him Anne Erizzo
his daughter, a young lady of furprifing beauty.
Her father, fearing fthe would be afierwards expo-
{fed ro the brutifh ‘uft of the toldiers; begged of the
executioners to put her to death before they dif-
patched him ; but they replied, that fhe was refer-
ved for the fultan’s pleafures. They led her to
that prince, who wa: charmed with her beauty,
and offered her both his heart and his empire. The
difcreet lady anfwered, with a modeft intrepidiry,
that th- was a Chriftian and a virgin, and thar fhe
did not fo much fear death as fhe abhorred the de-
baucliery of his feraglio, and the poifonous flattery
of his promifes, Mahomct tried all ways to.feduce
her, but in vain. They prefeated her with fine

cloaths
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cloaths and jewels in his name, but the refufed thenxy
with a noble difdain. Mahomet, naturally more
proud than fenfual, enraged at her refufal, changed
his love into hatred, and in one of his' furivus fits
cut off her head with bis fcymetar at one blow ;
thus fulfilling the withes of that heroine, who by
the facrifice of a fhort tranfitory life, and a frail
‘beauty, acquired immortal glory and felicity.

It would be a difficult tatk to defcribe the cruel.
ties exercited at the taking of Negrepont. The ifland
was foon covered over with flaughter and horror
the Turkith foldiers, following the example, and
adting under the eyes of their fovereign, valued
themfelves for their fury and extravagance. ‘They
-were particularly careful not to give any quarter to
the Latin Chriftians ; ‘and the fultan, enraged that
he had found the gallies of the order in the Vene- -
tian flect, fent to Rhodes to denounce mortal war
againft them, fwearing that he would kill the grand
mafter with his own band, and deftroy all the ~
knights that came within his power,

Thefe menaces did not deter the order from con-
tinuing their generous fuccours to the Venetians,
The fleet of that republic was at that time com-
- manded by the famous Mocenigo, who was placed
in the room of the cowardly Ganalé. The gallics of
the order having joined him, they failed by concert
to beficge Attalia, a famous town on the coaft of
Pamphilia, called at prefent Satalia. The prove-
ditor Sorano was immediately ordered to break the
chain that fhut up the port, which he execut. d with -
great courage and fuccefs. The Chriftian flcet en-
tered the haibour, and afterwards fatked the fube
urbs of the two inclofures with which the town was
fortified. They carried the firft ; but the walls of
the fecond being too high for the ladders which
they had prepared to fcale them, and the general of
the gallies ot the order with feveral brave knights
being killed in the auack, the Veactian general

a
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gave it over, notwithftanding the cries of an ofd’
chriftian woman, a flave in Satalia, who called ouat
to the Chriftians from the wall, and told them the

fmall number and weakn fs of the befieged. They

fay that fhe was icized with fo much griet at hear-

,ing the retreat founded, that fhe threw herfelf head-

lIong trom the top of the rampart into the ditch,

whence the Venctians took her, bruifed to picces”
with her fall, and gave her decent interment.

‘T'he Chriftians after this repulfe went to wreck
their anger upun the open country ; and after the
ufual wafte and havock made in an enemy’s terri-
tories, came to an anch-r at Rhodes.  ‘There they
found an ambaflador of Utum-Cuflan, king of Per-
fia, called Azimamet. who, befides his fcrvantes,
was accompanied with above an hundred Perfian
gentlemen. _

In order-to have a juft notion of the negotiation
on which he was fent to the grand mafter and other
chriftian princer, who were enemies to Mahomert,
we muft obfcrve, that atter the lofs of Negrepont,.
the Venetians had formed a ftrong league againft
-the Turk, into which pope PPaul II. had entered,
together with the king of Arragon Ferdinand king
of Naples, the order of St John of Jerufalem, and
the republic of Florence. Befides thete fuccours,
the Venetians, in the view of raifing up enemies
aganft the 'uitan on every fide, had {:nt an anibaf-
fador, Catherini Zeno by name, into Purfia, to fo-
lict Utum- Caffan to make a diverfion that mighe
- be ftrong enough to ftop the arms of an ambitious
prince, who threatcned to enflave all the ecaft,
* There was no necd of making that prince fenfible
of his own interefts, and he had for a locg time
becn uneaty at the conquefts of Mahomet. We
have taid, that he had already made a league with
feveral chriftian princes againft the Turk ; but the
- fatal ditcords of the confederates, and the impetu.
- ofity of Mahomer, had till then always defeated the
: benefit
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benefit of thofe pompouns alliances, which were more

thewy than folid. However, he readily hearkened

:lo the propofals made him by the Venctian ambaffa-
or.

Aflun Caffan, or Uzun-Haflan, i. e. Uzun the
long, fo called from his great ftarure, was the fixth
prince of the Turcomans, of the dynafty of Ackon-
Jonlu, or of the white theep. He began his con-

efts with ufurping the dominions of his brother
Slchmghil’ whom he difpatched, and the fame
year feized upon thofe of Gehanfchah, a prince of
the dynafty of the black fheep, whom he put to
death wich al] his family : oor did he give better
quarter to Aboufaid, grandfon to Tamerlane, from
whom he ook all Perfia. .

Though this prince was a profefled Muffulman,
yet whether he had difcovered the impofture of
- that, or that the intereft of his kingdom was his
firft principle of religion, he made no fcruple to
eater into an alliance with the princes of Chriften-
dom. He fent his minifter only to view the forces-
of his allics, ‘The ambaflador was reccived by the

rand mafter with all the honours 2ild magnificence
sue to his character. They loaded him with civi-
lities and prefents. The Pecfian gentry that attend-
ed him, were cvery day entertained by the princi-
pal knights of the order ; and o give him a good
opinion of the forces of the league, they fhewed,
him their naval and land - forces one afcer another,
drawn up in order of battle, and thow manner of
fighting in a real engagement. ’

Azimamet, in an audience which he had of the
grand mafter and the principal caprains of the
league, told them, that the king his mafter had ta-
ken from Mahomet the firohg place of Torata in
the lefler Armenia ; that he was preparing to carty
on his conquefts ; that the Perfians were indéed in-
vincible by their cavalry, which were the beft in
the worldy that he did pot wan. ¢ither men, oc

: ' horfes,
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horfes, or lances, or fabres; but that the ufe of
fire-arms was altogether unknown in his couotry,
and that the king his mafter had fent him with or-
. ders to defire the chriftian princes to fend him
fome fkilful founders and able guaners to ferve him
againft the Turks., This was promifed him: and
the grand mafter fending 2 fquadron of gallies to
-efcort him, he was .condufted to Venice, where
the treaty was concluded ; and at his return, the
fenate fent an hundred officers of artillery, as alfo
feveral excellent founders and gunfmiths along with
hin, who afterwards fupplied the Perfian armies
awith 2 compleat train. o? artillery, and an infinite
-pumber of harquebufies or hand -guns,
"Twas fcarce poffible far fo pompous an- embafly
.to be concealed fiom Mahomet. This prince foon
guefled at the motives of it ; and in order to make
the .negotiation mifcarry, he difpatched an ambaf-
fador to the king of Peifia, whoe was ordered to re-
prefent to him what a blemifh it would be to his
" honour, to make an alliance with infidels againft
a piince of his own religion. But the Perfian, who
was nat to be-caught with fuch fcruples, paid but
little . xegard to Mahomet’s reproaches : but find-
-ing hi:interet in the league, perfifted in it wih
-vigour, nor could cven il fuccefs difengage him
from it. Mahomet, exalperatcd at the fixcd refo-
lutior of that prioce, declared war againit him,
and went in perfon at the head of an army of
190,000 mem to attack him in the beart of his domi-
nions. L :
. ~Befare heifet out from Conltantinople he: left
prince Z:zim, the youngeit of bis lons, in that ci-
ty, with a good council, to ‘take care of the go-
vernment, but as he .pafled through Amafia, took
‘Bujazet, a brother of that youung puince, along
with him; snd Muftapha, the eldest of them all,
who, commanded on the fronticrs of Caramania, -
, 6ame to join him with the woops of his govein--
. : ment,
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ment. This young prince had the year before
routed an army of Uffun-Caflan in a pitched battle,
Mahomet, to improve this victory, and take ad-
vantage of the confternation of the Perfians, ad-
vanced as far as the banks of the Euphrates. His
defign was to pafs that river, and advance forward"
into Perfia; but he faw Uffun-Caflan on the other
fide, who, attended by the three princes his fons,
and at the head of a great body of cavalry, confift-
ing of 46,000 horfe, was ready to difpute the paf-
fage of it. Never was a more glorious ftrife feen
between two royal houfes. The Euphrates, oppo-
fite to the place where the two armies were pofted,
divided itfelf into feveral branches; fome of them
were fordable. The Turks throw themfelves into
the river to get to them, but the continual march’
_of horfes'putting the fand in motion, the ford is
turned into a whirlpool that fwallows up every
thing. To make the misfortune ftill greater, fuch
as can get near the banks of the river, find them
cut fteep and {helving by the precaution of the king
of Perfia ; fo that fpent with fatigue, and finding
no fure footing on the quickfands to fight on, they
lie expofed as a mark to the Perfian arrows, with-
out being able to revenge their deaths. A great
many are drowned, and others are carried away
with the ftireams. Above 12000 men perithed in
this enterprize ; and the furious Mahomet, raging
at his ill fuccefs, is at laft forced to found- a retreat,
" As the Perfians had carried off all the provifions
and forage of thofe quarters, the Turks were o-
bliged to make the beft of their way to their own
frontiers, ‘I'he Perfian had done enough for glo-
1y, and could he have been content with this ad-
Yantage, nothing had been wanting to compleat it,
But perfuaded by the daring counfcls of the young
princes this fons, he pafled the Euphrates, and pur-
fued his enemy, whom he found firongly intrench-~
¢d. They.foon came to'an engagement, both ar-
mics
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mies clofe together, and theprince has as much his
fhare in the battle as the foldier. Vitory changed
fides more than once; but Muftapha, Mahomet’s
eldeft fon, atlaft fixed it on that of the fultan. He
" routed a’ great body of Perfians commanded by
priace Zeinel, Uffun-Caflan’s fon, who was killed
at the fame time. Whil& Muftapha was purfuing
the run-aways, he feat the Perfiun prince’s head to
Mahomet, as an earncft of the i&ory, which af-
ter the death of Zeinel, declared itfelf abfolutsly a-
gainft the Perfians : their whole army was difperfed,
and fled for life to the neighbeuring mountains. Ia
tlie midft of Mahomet’s joy for his glorious fuccefs,
news was brought him that they did not know what
was become of prince Muftapha. The fultan oa
this occafion felt all the tender emotions of a fa-
ther, and was curfing the facal vitory, when the
fhouts of the foldiers gave him notice a litde after
of the young prince’s return. In the firft tran.
fports of his joy he runs with eagernefs to meet
him, and embraces him tenderly, covered over
as he was with blood and duft. He would, even
prefent him with a cup of {orbec with his own
hand ; but Muftapha found. byagreeable experience
on thisroccafion, that of all refrethments, noae is.
more proper to wipe off the fweat and fatigues of a
battle than: a.vidtosy juft gained.

Yer this youung prince; the partner of the fatigues
and glory of his father, the fuppart of the throne,
and the hopes of his fubjets, in the midft of all' his
triumphs, was within a year afterwards ftruck asit
were with a clap of thunder, Achmet Geduc, one
of the.principal bathas of the porte, had a wife of
extraordinary beauty. The young fultan had the
niisfortunc to meet her as fhe was going to the
bath ; and notwith{tanding the fevere injun&ion laid
on the women of that nation of never appearing in
pablic. but in veils, fhe yet could not refift the fe-
cret.pleafure of letting him-have a glimpfe. offhc:

: ‘ 1 ace,
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fice, in order to difcover how amiable fhe was.
She letfall a corner of her veil, but took it up a-
-gain immediately ; and fhewed herfelf with that re-
{erved air, only to make herfelf be viewed with
more curiofity. The courtiers, a fervile fct of men,
did not iail to applaud the criminal defires of the
young prince, who fancied himfélf above all laws,

after having performed fo many great adtions in-

war. He follows her to the bath, makes his way
in fpite of the guards into a place forbidden to men;
furprizes her in a circumftance not over decent;
and hurricd away by his paffion, obtains favours,
in which perhaps he did not meet with much re-
fiftance. Achmet is foon informed of it, and en-
raged at the infult, runs to the ferrglio, throws
himfeif at Mahomet’s feet, tears his beard, his veft
and turbaat, and by his cries and tears gives the
fultan to underftand his wife’s, or rather his own
misfortune. Mahomet began already to be unealy
.at the proud and haughty temper of his fon ; how-
ever, not to degrade him{elf fo much as to blame
this outrage before one of his fubjeéts, he diffembles
his refenument, and looking upon the bafha with
an airof coatempt, ** Are not, fays he to him,
¢ thy wife and thee, both my flaves, and too much
"¢ honourcd with contributing to the fatisfaétion of
¢ my children?” He difmifled - him with this
rough anfwer, but fent at the fame time for Mu-
fapha, and with that air, at which the greateft of
his court would tremble, made him the moft cruel
reproaches, bid him be gone from his prefence ;
and hearing that the young prince expreft .the ut-
moft indigaation at his going out of the feraglio,
and murmured at fo haifh a treatment, he fent
orders three days after to have him firangled.
Notwithftanding there was an interval of two years
between thefe feveral incidents, I have neverthelefs
related them together, by reafon of the councétioa
Vou, lLil, D o there

v
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‘there is between them, and for the convenience o€
the reader. ’ :

The order of the time fhould make us refume
the narration in that part which rclates to the
league between the Peirfian monarch and the grand
_ malter, and the other Chriftian princes: but as

that affair does not come diretly within the fubje&t
of ow hiftory, we fhall only obferve, that the
war between the two mighry princes, -who difputed
for the empire of Afia, lafted for feweral -years,
and fufpended the enterprize that -Mahomet had
formed againft Rhodes, The grand mafter, dur-
ing this interval, renewed hijs precautions for the
prefervation of the plice and the whole ifland. By
his orders, with the con¢urrence of the council,
fome ancient kmights were fent to wific all the
pluces and ifles that belonged to the order, It was
at this time -that he held a general chapter at
- Rhodes, which is the-fureft refource for the main-
tainance or- re-eftablifhment of the regulir difci-
pline. -It-was in thefe numerous aflcmblies that
proper meafures were taken, and that without dif-
tin&ion of perfons, or deference to any body, for
the reformation of manners ; and we may affirm
that-had it not becn for the -frequent meetings of
their chapters. the order could never, in.the midft
of the confufion and hurry of war, have fo long
preferved itfelf in the firft {pirit of picty and difin-
tereftednefs which diftinguifhed it as much as its
courage and extroardinary valour.

Though the power of {o many fovereigns as had
entered into the league, kept Mahomet in fome
awe, yet thar prince had fuch numerous armies on
foot, that the knights were continually on their
guard for fear of being furprized.  They added
more new fortifications to the old ones, and buile
two towers clofc by the fea on that fide that lies to-
wards Limonia, and a third facing the village of
St. Martha. Toe commander d’Auflon, made

grand
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grand prior of Auvergne afier the death of the
chevalier Cottet, carried on thofe works with an.
attention worthy of his zeal and capacity ; nothing'
efcaped his diligence. The grand mafter and the
order were as attentive to his advices as if they had
been fo many laws, He was as it were, the foul
and primum mobile of the council, and was general- -
ly the only perfon made ufe of to execute the pro-
je@s he himfelf had formed. All affairs, whether
relating to war, to the revenue, or to the fortifica-
tions, pafled through his hands. He was contiou-
ally furrounded with warriors, artificers and work«
men, without being  embarafled «either with the
number or diverfity of affairs.. His zeal for the-
fervice of the order, and the extent and quicknefs
of his genius, made him equal to all:thefe different
employments. . )
Toe grand mafter being very old, and always
infirm, had great need of fuch an affiitant: he
kad been in a languithing condition for near a year
together, when a droply at- lalt carried him off.
He died June 8. 1476, when they proceeded to th=.
choice of a fusceflor. Brother Raimond de Ricard,
grand prior of -St. Giles, who was in ghe precedent
cletion a competitor with the laft grand mafter,
was chofen to prefide at that of his fucceflor ; and
it was he who,-after the ufual ceremonies, notified
to the affembly; that all the votes of the eletors
centered unanimoufly. in the per- -
fon of brother Peter 4 Aubuffin, PETER D’Au-
grand- prior- of Auvergne, de- BUSSON.
fcended fromthe ancient-vifcounts
of la Marche, . and of one of the moft illuftrious -
boufes in France. It may be faid, that even before
his eleGtion to the grand mafter(bip, he was alrea-
dy their chief in the good wifhes of all the knights, -
as well as thofe of the people, who, upon the fil ft
news of it, made bonefires, and gave public tefii-’
monies of that unfeigned and fincere joy which
D 2 flows -
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flows from the heart, and which politicks and fla-
very can never counterfeit.  So happy a choice
infpired the moft timorous with bravery, and they
were no lenger afraid of Mahomet, when they
faw d’Aubuflon at the head of affairs, with the
reins of government in his hands. '

His conduét fully anfwered the favourable opini-
cn they had conceived of him, and he employed
his authority for the exccution of all thofe pre-.
je€ts which he had'before propofed only as a fimple
member of the council. By his orders they made
a greatiron chain that ferved to bar up the en- -
trance of the port ; and to prevent the defcents
and ravages of pirates in other places of the iffand,
he encreafed the number of the towers and forts:
that had been built along the coaft, and at certain
diftances from one another. 'He did not confine
Kis views and cares to the prefervation of the ifle
of Rhodes alone: he fene firong re-inforcements
iuto the other ifles belonging to the order; and
from the fame zeal and attention, ke fent engineers
to the caftle of St. Peter, who, purfoaoe vo the
memoirs and plan that he dclivered to them, hol-
lowed the diteh to {uch 2 depth, that the fea-water
flowed into it, and the feluccas and brigantines of
the order entered there without difficuky, and lay
fecured from the Turks and Corfairs: Whilft this
worthy fovereign of the ifle of Rhodes was thus ta-
ken up entirely with its defence, Michael Salomon,
envoy of Loredan, general of the Venetians, ar-
rived in the Hland, with orders to reclaim a Cy-
priot, called Riccio Marini, one of the moft zea-
Tous fervants ot Charlotte de Lufignan.

We have alrzady taken norice, - that the crown
of Cyprus, afier continuing near three hundred
years in the houfe of Lufignan, was ufurped from
Charlotte de Lufignan by her baftard brother;
that the ufurper, to make fure of the proteéion of
the Venctians, -had ufed folicitations to get a

- - daughter
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daughter of the family of Cornaro in marriage;
and that the fenate, to create themfelves a righrt,
or rather fome pretenfions to the kingdom, had ~
granted her to him, anli had given her-a portion -
as adaughter of St. Maik. It is faid,- that to-come
at thisfucceflion the fooner, the baftard was made
away by poifon: and a little child that he left
fucking at the breaft did not furvive him long.
The Vénetians, under preteace of prote&orfhip, -
fent powerful fuccours into the ifland, which they -
foom conquered in the name of the baftard’s wi-
dow, to whom they left nothing of queen but--
the bare name, and fome. infignificant ornaments
only. - i

I‘%evcrthc!cfs, Charlotte de Lufignan, the only
and rightful heirefs of the crown, had always fome’
fexret adherents within the kingdom. Several -
fchemes were formed to drive out the Venetians,
but they mifcarried by reafon of the experience
and forces of the captains of that republic. The
chiefs of queen Charlotte’s party were obliged to
quit-the ifle. Evc;iy body fled for refuge where he
thought he could find proteétion, and live in the
greateft fecurity.  Riccio’ Marini, one of thofe
chicfs, had retired to Rhodes. This was the oc-
cafion of Salomon’s embafly ; he came to demand -
him back of the grand mafter, as a feditious per-
fon and a rebel ; prefenting him at the fame ume,
in the doge’s name,. a letter full of menaces: and-
Loredan’s envoy, added with no little arrogance,
that as the moft ferene republic had adopred Ca-
tharine Corharo, it would confider all thofe as her
enemies who fhould favour the partizans of Charlotte
de Lufignan.

They were not ufed at Rhodes to hear embafli-
dors fpeak with fo much arrogance.  Béfides the
continual fervices which the order was doing to
the republic, the knights of Rhodes did not think:
themfclves inferior cither in dignity ar in forces to

D3 the
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the gentlemen of Venice ; and fome of the mofi

high fpirited of this noble body of knights were

for fending back 1.o1edau’s agent withcut an an-

fwer. A

1€ the grard mafter had given way ro thofe fir(®
emotions ot a fecret inclination, which had at-
tached him formerly to the perfon and intercfts of
Charlotte de Lufignan, he would hgve anfwered
the Venetiun general’s envoy with the fame haugh-
tinefs. a1d with a courage which were both fo na-
tural (o him. But what mi_ht in a privare knight
be confidered as generofity, was not at all proper
for a fovereign. who ought 1o fhape his condul
entirciy to the intereft of his ftate: fo that the
gr:nd mafter, in order- not to bring new enemies
upon his back. when he was ¢xpeéting to have all
the "orces . f Mahome' fill upon the ifle of Khodes,
qualified his antwer in fuch a manner. that without
cither granting any thing to the envoy of the Ve-
netians, or inc -nfing tham-hy high words, he took
carc to maintain equa'ly the rights of his dignity,
and the liver y ot his tenicorics., He toid him,
that the order, purfuant to irs tiatutes, ncver in-
termeddled in the differences and wars th.t arofe
between chriftian princes ; that he required him
to tell his yencral, that at Rhodes they ncither re-
ceived leditious perfons or rebels: but, as was
pr &fed io every fiee and indcpendent” counuiy,

~ they likeways did nor diive away fuch whofe pri-
vate mis‘er.unes obliged themto take refupe there,
and who bchaved like men of honour and good
Chriftians.  With this aniwer he difmifftd the mi-
nifter.

Scarce was this envoy gne from Rhodes when
another arrived, t nt by the foubachi or lieutenant
to'the governor ot Lycia, a pvovince in the neighe
bourhood, as we have 1aid, of the ifle of Rhodes,
That infidel commander, whofe cruelty had no
reltraint but what arofe from his natural avarice,

bad
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had actually a great many Chriftians and fubj-&s
of the order in his prifons : aud as he loft fome or
other of them every day by the teverity and mife-
sies of the {lavery they endured, he reiolved, con-
trary to che cuftom ot his nation, :o ticat tor their
liberty. ‘Lhere were however fufpicions, that this
envoy’s voyage was only a pretext invented by Ma-
homer to get an opportunity for a perfon to view
the tortifications of Rhodes. Ncverthelcfs, a- the
grand mafler had nothing more at heart than the
hiberty of his brother knights, he readily entered
into a negotiation ; this was the occafion of feveral
voyages that the envoy made to Rhodes.

‘The grand mafter, eager to recover thofe knights,
and defirous at the fame ume to put an end to fuch
voyages, fmoothed every difficulty.- .Bcfides the
fums neccdary for the ranfom of the flives. which
he rurnifthed out of his own purfe, he alfo fent no-
ble prefents to the foubachi; and when the nego-
tiator brought the knights back, his recompenfe
was not forgot. The grand mafter embraced them
one after another.  Never did 4 tender mother,
who after a long abfeence fees her only fon in her .
arms again, dncover more fenfible demonftrations
of joy. 1 he knights on their fide kificd his bands,
bathed them wich their tears, embraced his feer,
and by thofe mute tranfports, which neverthelefs
aff & the heart in the moit fenfible maancr, endea-
voured to exprefs their acknowledgements. They
called him their tather and their faviour.  The
grand mafter declined thefe titles with great modef-
ty. ¢ ltis to the order, my children, faid he to
¢ them, thut you owe thele expreffions of your
¢ acknowedgement ; and 1 hope you will make
‘“ it an ample return, by exerting your ordinary
¢ valour againft the inteiprizes of Mahomet, . who
¢ daily threatens us with a ficge.”

He ‘had recciv. d advices to tnis purpofe from fe-
veral quarters, The order never had betore a grand

mafter
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mafter who laid out fuch confiderablé fums, or em-
ployed them out fo ufefully in fpies. He kept fome
even within the walls of the feraglio. By advices
from them he learned, that the Veaetiins were,
without the knowledge of their allics, negotiating
fecretly a feparate peace with the porte. He knew
likewife from public accounts, that the king of
Perfia, U flan-C.flan, the moft potent of Mahomet’s
enemies, being worn out with years and the fatigues
of war, ftood now only on the defenfive, without
enterprifing any thing againft the Turks. He faw .
that the chriftian pr'mces, according to their con-
ftant cuftom, were tearing one another to pieces j
and that Matthias Corvinus king of Hungary was
makmg a bloody war again{t the emperor Frede-
from whence he concluded, that Mahomet
would take advantage of thefe divifions, and infal-
libly turn his arms thc next year againft the ifle of
Rhodcs.
" - 'The grand mafter, in order not to be taken un-
prepared, ftored the magazines with ammunition
and provifions ; and the ifle of Rhodes not having
a {ufficient number of knights for its defence, he
called a general chapter, and in the fummons di.
rected to the grand priors, he ordered all the
knights to repair immediately to Rhodes with their
arms, and in an equipage fuitable to their profef-
fion. We tind a copy of this fummons in Italian
in Bofio’s hiftory; the original is ftill preferved in
the archives of Malta ; and we believe the reader
will not be difpleafed to fec an extract of it in this
place.”

MY DEAREST BRETHRFN,

‘¢ In the midft of the greateft dangers thh which
¢ Rhodes is threatened, we have thought that no
¢¢ fuccour was more to be depended c¢n than a ge-
“ ral fummons, and a fpeedy aflembly of all our
¢ brethren. The cnemy is at our gates; the proud

¢ Mahomet
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* Mahomet fets no bounds to his ambitious proe
“ j«&s ; his power becomes more formidable every
“ day : he has an tnnumerable muliitude of fol-
“ diers, excellent captains, and immenfe treafuress
‘“ all this is defigned againft us; he is bent upon
 our deftruction ; 1 have the moft certain advices
“ of it. His troops are already in motion ; the
‘ neighbowring provinces are fiiled with them;
“ they are ali filing down towards Caria and Ly:
“ciat a prodigious number of vefltls and gallics
“ wait only for the fpring, and the return of fing
“ weather, to pafs into our ifland. What da we
* wait for ? Can you be infenfible that foreign fuc-
“ cours, which are gencrally very weak, and als
‘“ waps uneertain, are av a diftance from us?! We
* have no. refource but in our own valour, and we
“ areruined if we do nat fave ourfelves. "Fhe for
“ lemn wows that ye have made, my brethren, ob-
“ lige you to quit all, to obey our orders. It is i
“ virtue of thofe holy promifes, made to the God
“ of heaven before his altar, that k now fummoa
“ you. Return without lofing a moment inta our
“ dominions, or sather into your own; hafiem
“ with equal zeal and courage 1o she fuccour of
“ the order. It is your mosher that calls 1o you 3
“itis a tender mother that has nurfed and brought
“ you up in her bofom that is now in danger. Is
“ upoffible there thould be found one fingle knight:
“ unpatural enough to abandon her 1o the fury of
“ the barbarians ? No, my brethren, I have no ap-
* prehernfions of that kind. Sentiments fo mean
“ and-impious are not ar all agreeable to the no-
“ blenefs of your extraétion, and are ftill more in«
* conliftent with the picty and valour tharyou pro~
¥ jels.” Co .

This fammons, difperfed over all Europe, raifed
the zeal and ardour of the knights. They all fet
eagerly about preparing their cquipages. ‘Yo raife

. money
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moncy with the greater expedition, they fell their
houfh»ld goods ; they let-and farm our their com-
man-iries at low rates; every one takes meafures
for his retting out, and his paflage : and the thing'
they all ftand moft in fear of is, of their not arri-
ving foon enough at Rhodes. Some fovercigos,
edifted with their zzal, fent feveral kinds of fuccour
thither. The moft confiderable came from France.
Lewis XI.. who was then on the throne, prevailed
with pope Sixtus I1V. to grant a jubilee and indul-

nces to all perfons who fhould affift the knights.

his jubilee raifed confiderable fums in a very fhort
time, which were remitted immediately into the
caft, and were, by the grand mafter’s ovders, em-
ployed in raifing fome new fortifications which he
thought proper to make about the caftle and bul-
warks of the city of Rhodes. .
- Mahomet heard with no little uneafinefs, that
they had penetrated into his defigns ;- and to hinder
this difcovery from putting the chriftian princes in’
motion, and producing at laft fome formidable
league againft him, he tried, under colour of a ne-
gotiation of peace with the grand mafter, and by
an embafly that fhould make a noife in the world,
to cool the zeal of fuch as were preparing to take
arms. But as he was the proudcft of all men li-
ving, he would not expofe himfelf to a refufal from’
the knights, and therefore gave that commiffion-
to prince Zem or Zizim one of his children, and
Cheleby his nephew, whofe governments lay near
Rhodés, ordering them to employ in this negotia-
tion a renegado Greek, Demetrius Sophian by
name, being a perfon of whofe addrefs and capa-
cisy he was thoroughly fatisfied..

The two Turkifh princes, purfuant to_the ordery
they had reccived from the grand feignior, fent
& Aubuffon a letter, full of expreffions of efteem

« for his perfon, and for all the knights of his order.
. It was even ftuffed with a fet of flauering compli-

meits,
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ments, a flile very feldom ufed by thofe barbarians ;
and the princes concluded it with inviting him to
make a folid peace with his bighne(s, for which
they offercd their mediation and credit at the porte.
The renegado Greck was entrufted with this let-
ter and the negotiation, the fecret of which, as they
pretend, was connded 1o him only, and that even
the two young princes themfelves knew nothing of
it. He came to Rhodes, prefented his credentials
to the grand mafter, and, when they were entering
upon the negotiation, he reprefented, that the one
ly thing the grand feignior infifted on, in order to
make a folid and lafting peace between them, was
2 fmall iribute. To engage him te come into it the
more readily, he urged farther, that the fenme of
Neuice, to obtain the like treaty, had made no dif-
ficulty to ablige th- mfelves to fend eight thoufand
ducas of guld every year 1o the porte; but that he
thould get off at a much cheaper rate, though, fays
be, there is no paying too dear for the friendfhip
of fo potent a prince that makes all others tremble.
1he grand mafter had already reccived advice of
the rencgado’s embafly from the fpies that he kept
in Cooftantinople, and alfo that the defign of it
was only 10 lull him into a fecurity, and furprife
him : fa that to make his own advantage of it, and
¢mploy againft Mahomet the very artifice he made
afe of to deceive him, he very prudenty diffemblcd
his knowledge of it. He even fhewed an entire -
Confidence in the emb.fador’s word, and told him,
that he fhould be greatly pleafed it he could come
10 a folid peace with the grand feignior; but added,
that his order being under the particular prote&ion
Ot the fovereign pontiff of the Uhriftians, and pof-
fefied of great cftates in the dominions of moft of
the princes of Europe, he could conclude nothing
Without their participation : however, he did nct
fieve that they would oppofe a treaty which would
*fablith 2 folid peace between the two powers; th::
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he was dikewile perfuaded the council of the order
would readily come into it ; but in order to obtain
the confent of the knights, there muft not be any
mention made of a tribute, the very nameof which
was odions to them : that he was neverthelefs going
to write about it immediately to Rome, and to dif-
patch ambatladors into all the courts of Chriften-
dom, and defired only three months time to receive
anfwers from thence,

The grand mafter, who was a perfon of excellent
abilities, was defirous 1o obrain time enough, and
u free paffage for the knighte, who were at a dif-
tance, to repair to Rhodes ; and therefore added,
with a fpecious fincerity, that in the favourable dif-
pofition in which the grand feignior feemed of treat-
ing in good earncft with the order, he fancied it
would be for both their interefls, and alfo prevent
their exafperating one znother by any new cnter-
prifes, to make a fufpenfion of arms, and reftore a
{iberty of commerce between their fubjects, at leaft
for the three months which he demanded for the
obtaining of anfwers from Europe.

The grand mafter; after this conference, and not

" tokeep a renegado, whom he looked upon as a fpy,
any longer in Rhodes, difmifled him, giving him a
Ietter for the two young Ottoman princes, wherein,
after anfwering their civilities with all the politenefs
that was proper for him to make ufe of, he added,
“agreeably to what he had told their emb fludor, that
he could not conclude a treaty of that importance
withcut the participation of the pope, and moft of
the princes - Chriftendom.

The embaflador, upon his return, gave the two
Ottoman princes an account of his negotiation, He
told them, that he found the grand mafter would
willingly treat of peace, but made them -fenfible
withal, that that prince would never confent to the
payment of any tribute, and that he would be dif-

- owaed by his own order if he fhould confent to it
: 1 The




KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 49

The two princes, who thought they thould make
their court to Mahomet by torwirding the negotia-
tion, and indeed aked in it bona fids, {iat the cm-
baflidor back with orders to alter the name of tri-
bute to that of a prefent, the worth and value of
which fhould be fettled by the knights themiclves.
Th:y gave him commiffion at the fame time to con-
clude a fufpenfion of arms for the time that the grand
mafter infifted on. D’ Aubuflon being well intorm-
ed, that their only defign was to amufe him by thefe
different propofals, was very firm in rej éting the
condition of a prefent, and of cvery thing rhat had
the air of a tribute ; and demanded only the necef-
fary time to learn the intentions of the pope and
the chriftian princes, in hopes of getting fuccours
from Europe. The Greek, not able to get any
more, concluded, in order to keep the negotiation
ftill on foot, the fufpenfion of arms and liberty of
commerce with him, which was afterwards con-
firmed by a fecond embaflador fent to Rhodes by’
Mahomet himfelf. .

Though this prince, prefuming upon his forces,
tfually carried on his enterprifes with an air of
pomp and haughtinefs, he neverthelef~ thought
proper on this occafion to make ufe of fuch aruifi-
ces, and this negotiation, in order that the news of
it might pafs over into Europe, and that the noife
of an approacling peace, which his emiffuries took
care to fpread abraad, might cool the zeal of the
chriftian princes, and abate the eagernefs of the
knights : this was the end he propofed by all his
infidious condu&@®. The grand mafter on his fide
appeared indeed ready to hear his propofals, but did
it only with a view ot facilitating the paflige of the
krights, and to gain time to carry on oth r treatics
that were full as impoitant, and more to be depen--
ded on, and which were at that time a&tually nego-
tiating at Rhodes. )

There was in this city an envoy of the foldan of

Vour. III. E Egypts
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Egypt, Douan Diodar by name, and who at thu
fame time was his favourite ; he was come to rene v
the ancient treaties of peace with the knights. Thse
reader may have obferved in the courfe of this hif-
tory, that the order of St. John, from its firft foun-
dation, had had two forts of enemies to oppofe,
both of them Mahometans, and equally formida -
ble. The firft were the Arabians or Sarazens of
"Egypt, who had taken from the Chriftians, as has
been feen, Paleftine, Pheenicia, and part of Syria.
The Turks of the Ouwoman race, ever fince the
conqueft of Rhodes by the knights, became like-
wife their profefled enemies : and fometimes thefe

two forts of enemies, though jealous of one ano-

ther, had joined their forces againft a military or-

der, which with its fleets and gallies difturbed the

commerce of their merchants, and the enterprifes

of their corfairs, But the forces of the order not

heing fufficient to refift both thefe potentates at the

fame time, the grand mafters and the council had

always carefully endeavoured to be at peace with

one nation, whenever they were in war with the

other ; by this wife policy balancing their power

and keeping their forces divided. .

The report that Rhodes was threatened with a
fiege being carried into Egypt, made the foldan fear
let Mahomet thould fucceed in his enterprife. Were
he to have chofen his neighbours, he had racher
have the weaker ; and therefore to leave the knights
under no manner of apprehenfions from his quar-
ter, he had fent his favourite to Rhodes, in order
to renew the laft treaties of peace with them. The
grand mafter received the firft overtures thereof
with the more pleafure, in that he plainly faw the
foldan’s own intereft would be fufficient to make the
new treaty lafting. )

Thus they entered upon bufinefs with a mutual
confidence ; and, after fome conferences, they

, agreed, that the veflt!s of the order fhould oot for
) the
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the future moleft thofe of Egypt in their commerce,
and that the knights fhould not fuffer their fubjeéts
to ferve for foldiers, pilots, or guides, to the fol-
dan’s enemies, The foldan, by a reciprocal ftipu-
lation, engaged to undertake nothing contrary to
the interefts of the grand mafter, and promifed, that
the veflels of the order thould be well reccived in
his ports; that if they were purfued by their enc-
mies, the Sarazens thould be bouad to defend them ;.
that when the {ubjeéts of the grand mafter fhould
pafs through the foldan’s territories in their way to
the Holy Land, they fhould not exa& any duty
from them ; that they fhould not detain any chriftis
an flave after he was fet at liberty by his mafter or
patron ; and that with regard to other chriftian
flaves, they fhould be exchanged for Saraz:ns who
were in flavery at Rhodes, by a Sarazen for a
Chriftian. -

The grand mafter made a treaty with the king of
Tunis, another Mahometan prince, almoft on the
fame conditions, with this addition only, that the
order might, whenever it had occafion, take up i
his dominions 30,co0 * hogtheads of corn, without
paving any duty of tranfporiation. or exportation.

During thefe feveral negotiations, a great num-
ber of knights from all parts of Cnriftendom arri-
ved at Rhodes; but as they were ftill expeiting a
greater nurmber. the chapter was prorogued till the
28th of Oftober, when the grand mafter opened ir.
¢ Generous knights,” fayg he to them, *“ an occa-
¢ fioa has at laft prefented itfelf for you to fhow
¢ your zeal and courage againfl- the enemies of the
¢ faith. ln this holy war, Jefus Chrift himfelf will
¢ be your leader; he will never, my brethren,
¢ abandon fuch as fight in his fecvice. In vain does
¢ Mahomet, that impious prince, who acknow-
¢ ledges no deity but his own power, brag that he

® The original is 30,000 muids, each of which is abcut five quar-
tere, or a comb and a buthel,

2 “ will:

-
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¢ will extirpate our order. If he hath more nume-
¢¢ rous troops than we, they are compofed only of
¢ a vile fet of flaves, whom they are forced to drag

£ into dangers, and that expofe them(elves to death

<

only to avoid a death which they are threatened
¢¢ with by their officers : whereas I fee none in your
‘¢ jlluftrious body but gentlemen pf noble birth,
¢¢ educated in virtue, refolute either to vanquith or
¢ die, and whofc picty and valour are ¢ertajn
¢ pledges of vi€tory.” ¥

The knights that compofed the aflembly, magde
no other anfwer to this moving difcourfe, than by
declaring their refolution to fhed the laft drop of
their piood in defence of the order’; and that the
fervice might not fuffer, or be retarded through
the diverfity of the commanding officers, and the
flownefs of counfels, the whole chapter begged of
the grand mafter to rake upon himfelf alone the
command of the forces, and adminiftration of the
revenue, and to exercife both with an abfolute au-
thority, This was a fort of ditatorfhip which they
thought fit to inveft him with, till fuch time as the
ftorm which Mahomet threatened . the order with
was blown over. The grand mafter would fain have
declined fo vaft and unufual a pawer out of modef-
ty, and reprefented to them, that thole diffgrent
employments would be better flled, if, divided

> between feveral knights: but the whole chapter .

had fo entire a confidence in his capacity,. and the
z=al he had thewn for the good of the order, and
made him fuch prefling inftances to accept it, that
he found himfelf unable to refift them.

The firlt ufe he made of it was to name four ge-
neral officers, whom they-called at that time auxi-
liary captains, or adjutant-generals, who were each

. of them to’command in the quarter aifigned them.

He chofe for thefe feveral employments, the hofpi-
taller, the admiral, the chancellor and the treafurer
of the order : and the chevalier Rodolph de War-

temburg,
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temberg, grand prior of Brandenburg, was chofz
general of the horfe : the grand mafter at the head
of thefe prime officers was every day vifiting the for—
tifications and outworks of the place.

By his orders they pulled down all the country-
houlfes that ftood too near it: they cut down the-
trees, and even demolithed the churches of St. An-
thony and Notre Dame of Philerme, which would:
have been ferviceable to the enemy in- the fiege.
The Rhodians could not fee their country houfes,.
and the delicious gardens that lay all round the
town deftroycd,. without feeling a fenfible concern ;
but the public fafety prevailed over all.other confi-
derations,, fo that nothing was: fpared ;_ but. before
they deftroyed the churcn of our lady of Philerme,.
they removed thence an image of the virgin, which
had been. kept there fiom time immemorial, to-
whom they paid‘a religious worfhip, and carried it:
to.the principal church of the city..

‘The grand-mafter, to leave no forage or pafture’
for the enemies cavalry,. caufed all the corn of the.
country. to. be cut down;. and affigned the peafants
of cach quarier particolar forts, to-which, upon
the arrival of the infidcls,. they might refpeively.
retire. The fame genius for providing againft every
thing that might happen made him, as he furveyed -
the fea-fhore, cxamine together with his officers
the plaees from. whence they might beft oppofe the.
defcents of. the enemy ;. thofe where it would be
moft preper-for. them to entrench themfelves, if
they fhould happen to be too hard prefled;.the cuts.
and.entrenchments they might be obliged to make
behind the walls, if they fhould be beaten down by
the force of the artillery. His views were too ex-.
tenfive and too juft to overlook any thing.: the for-
tifications; artiliery, arms, provifions and revenue,.
every thing paflid under his'infpe@ion, and his care.
extended to-the meaneft of the inhabitants, to pro-
vide for their fubfiftence as well as for that of the:
knights and troops which compofed the garrifon,

E 3 Happily:
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Happily for his afliftance in difpatching fo greai

a variety of bufinefs, that befides a great number ol

knights of all nations already arrived at Rhodes,

there alfo came thither Bertrand de Gluys grand
prior of France, Charles de Montholon, and feve-
ral other knights of the three languages of that
kingdom. They were foon followed by brother John

Diw great bailiff of Germany, who arrived at

Rhodes with a good number of commanders and

knights of his nation, and a body of troops, which:

was more confiderable for the choice and valour of
the foldiers of which it was compofed, than their
number. Some noblemen and gentlemen of France,
upon the ficft news they had of Rhodes being threat-
ened with a fiege, hafted thither, out of a pure
principle of generofity, with' a train of attendants
fuitable to their quality : In the lift of thefe noble

warriors are reckoned Anrthony d’Aubuffon, vi-
comte de Monteil, the grand mafter’s elder brother.
"Thele loras defrended by their father’s fide in the
male line from Riimond, leignior of Monteil:au-
vicomte and la Feuillade, fecond fon of Renaud
the fiventh of the name, vicomte d’Aubuflon,
whofe grandfather in the eighth degree of afcent
was Renaud d’Aubuflon the firft of that name, and
elder brother of 'urpin d’Auouflon, who, in con-
fideraiien of his piety and his noble ext1ation, was
elected bithop of Limges in the year 898, as Ai-

"mar de Chubanois relates in his chionicle. His mo-
ther was ot the houfe ot Crmbron, a moft illuftri-
ous aad very powertul family, and allied to feveral
fovereign princes.

The vicomte d’Aubuffon was accompanjed by
Lewis Jde Craon, a nobleman of one of the firft fa-
inilies of Anjou, and by Benediét Scaliger or della
Scala, whote anceftors had been fovereigns of Ve-

" rona: and this lord brought feveral companies of
foot with him from Italy at his own expence to the
afliftance of the order. A nong thefe brave adven-
wurers were likewile Lewis Sanguin of Puris,

‘. Claude
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Claude Colomb of Bourdeaux, Matthew Brangelier
of Perigord, and Charles le Roi of Dijon. T©he
grand mafter, at Yhe requeft of all the council, gave
the general dire€tion of wmilitary affairs to the vif-
count de Monticl, and affigned particular quarters
for the other volunteers to defend. An hervic ema-
lacdion foon rofe up and prevailed between thefe fe-
cular knights, and the koights of the grder; and
the fame emulation broke out between the Greek
and Latin inhabitants, and pafled afrerwards to the
very women and children, who vied with one ana-
ther in working at the intsenchments which the |
grand mafter had ordered to be made, :

Thefe knights and gallant volunteers, inflamed
with a defire of mceting with an oppor tunity to fig-
nalize themftlves. expeted the arrival of the infi-
dels with impatience ; but they did not wait for
them long. (ahomet grew weary of difflembling
and alting a part fo contrary to his natural pride.
He gave over feigning, and declared openly the
defign he had formed of awacking the ifle of
Rhodes. the conqueft whereof he looked upon as
a toundation for that of all Afia, which his ambi-
tion grafped after, as what would give the finithing
ftroke to his glovy. B

He was firongly confirmed in this dcfign by the
grand vizier, or firft bafha, as he was tiled at that
time, called Mifach Paleolo_us. This vizicr was a
Greek prince of the imperial family, born a Chrifii-
an, but who, upon the taking of Cunftantinople,
had turned M2ko.ucian to prevent his being put to
death, a punifhmcnt which Mahomet infliéted on
all the heirs of the cmpire.  His valour, his fers
vices, his addrefs and his entire complaifance for
all the fulzan’s indicaiions and humours railed him
afterwards tp the digpity ot v zicr ; and, that thag
princc might not have the leaft . fulpicion becaufe
of his having changed his religi. n, he affcéted to
fhew himlelf an implacablc enemy to all chriftian

’ princes,
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princes, and efpecially to the grand mafter and the
knights of Rhodes.

In order to facilitate his mafter’s conqueft of that
ifland. he brought to his court three famous rene-
gadocs who had drawn the plan of it.  The firft,
Anthony Meligalle by name, was of the city of
Rhodes itfclf. and of a noble family ; but having
fpent hi. patrimony and the inheritance of his fa-
thers in luxury and debauchery, he flattered him-
felf, as his laft fhift, with the hopes of getting fome
advantages by the change of his r«ligion. The fe-
eond was Demetrius Sophian, the faime that Maho-
. met employed to carry fultan Zizim’s letters to

‘Rhodes ; a man of parts, gpd very fit for negotia-
tions, but fufpe@ed of dealing in magick, and of
applying himfclt to the fearch of thofe parts of
knowledge which fome whimfical people call the:
occult fciences. The third of thefe rencgadoes was
a2 German engineer, called George: Frapan by
pame, but commonly called mafter George ;. 2 man
of parts, a good geometrician, and particularly
diftinguithed by his talents in the management of
the artitlery. Mahomet, * who fpared for nothing
to engage fuch men in his fervice as might be ufe-
ful to him, gave him a confiderable penfion. The
‘German had by his order furveyed moft of the
<hriftian ftrong places, upon which the fultan
«could have any defign ; had drawn plans of them ;
and among other things had brought him a very ex-
alt one of the city of Rhodes, and the adjacent parts,
" The bafha, to flatter the inclinations of the ful-
tan, fpake 10 him of thefe three renegadoes as of

erfons very proper to give fuccefs to his defigns.
K’lahomet fent for them ; when upon their being

introduced- into his prefence, they, in order to-

make themfelves more agreeible, in concert with
the minifter, told him. that the greateft part of
she walls of Rhodes were falling down ; that there
was a great fearcjty of ammunition in the place,
and that the pretended fuccours from Eurppe, with
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the hopes of which the knights flactered themifelves,
were very uncertain, by reaton of the coatinual
wars between the Chriftian princes.  &ach of the
three renegadoes prefented him with a plan of the
city of Rhddes : that of the German was found to
be the moft regular ; and it was upon this plan that
the fultan regulated the order of the attacks,. and
every thing that was to be executed in order to
fucceed jn fo important an enterprife. :

The fultan,. hurried away by his impatience,
would nceds have the.batha fet out, and without
waiting for the great army, go in perfon to recon-
noitre the place. Upon which he commanded him
to embark forthwith aboard fome light frigates and
veflels of low decks, with fosne companies of jani-
zaries and fpaliis. He was followed - by . the three
renegadoes to whom that prince promifed a noble
reward, provided they. could .but contribute to
make him mafter.of Rhodes. Lo their paflage - the
Rhodian Meligalle, who had been infirm for a lang
time, was feized with a loath{ome ilinefs : his flcth
was covered all aver .with ulcers, and fell off piece-
meal ; and before he expired, he was in a manner
buried in cottennefs and corruption.

In.the mgan time the bafha Paleologus .was fail-
ing on, .and foon.appeared in fight of the ifle. of
Rbodes, and on'the fourth.of . December came to
an anchor. aff the tortrefs of Fano, . Heimmediater
ly landed fome companies of 1pahi to reconnoitre,
purfuant to his infiruétions, and fee it he could
make a defcent in that place himfelf. The bailiff
of Brandenburg who commanded. the light horfe
of the order, fuffired thefe Icouts, .who weie very
thirlty of plunder, to advance up into-the. country,
where he tell upon them, Kkilled part of them,
drove the reft before him to the feasfide, .and for- .
ted them to re-ituburk.  The bafhu. atter having
taken them on board. put off to fea; and that he
might not lie idle with his' mafter’s troops, whiktlﬂ:

. : - ¢
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he waited for the coming up of the great fleet, he
endeavoured at a defcent on the ifle of Tilo which
‘belonged to the order. The inhabitants of the o«
pen country took refoge in the fortrefs, where
there was a ftrong garrifon, confifting chiefly of
knights.

Paleologus battered the place with all his artille-
ry for cight days together; the breach appearing
pradlicable, he ordered the fpahi to alight, and led
them on himfelf to the affault. He flattered him-
felf that he fhould carry the caftle in a moment;
but he had not yet tried the valour of the defend-
ants. ‘The knights that were in it made fo vigor-
ous a refiftance, that the bafha, after feeing the
braveft of his men drop at the foot of the walls,
was obliged to found a retreat, .He faw plainly,
from the courage of the befieged, that if he fhould
perfift in his obftinacy of carrying-on the fiege, he
would be obliged 10 begin it in form with opening
trenches, and proceed in the ordinary rulgs of war,
But not having a body of troops fufficient for fuch
an enterprife, and the weather oot being favoura-
able, he raifed the fiege with greater thame than
lofs, re-imbarked a fecond time, and arrived at the
port of Phifco in Lycia, fituated twenty-two, o-
thers fay eighteen miles from Rhodes.  This was
the rendezvous as well for the main fleet as for
‘the land forces, which were quartered in that
and the adjoining provinces till the return of the
fpring.

It was not till the latter end of April that the
main flect of the infidels fet fail from Gallipoli,
pafled the Hellefpont, entered the river of Lycia,
and came in fight of the ifle of Rhodes. 'The
guard pofted on the top of mount St. Stephen
made the fignal to give notice that it was in- fight.
The grand mafter haftened thither immediately
with the principal fea officers, who judged by its
working that it was going to the port of Phifco,

there

/
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there to take on board the troops that were in the
adjacent parts. The event thewed that his conjec-
turé was juft and well founded, for it was in this
port that the embarkation was made. They rec-
koned in this fleet an hundred and fixty veflels with
high decks, befides feluccas, galiots, flat-bottom-
ed veflcls and traniports : and fpake of the land-
forces as making at leaft an bundred thoufand men, -
This formidable armado arrived at laft before

Rhodes, on May 23, 1480.

We have already taken notice of the fituation of
this ifland, on occufion of the conqueft which the
koights made of it under the mafterthip of Fulk
de Villaret : {o that to give a clear notion of what
follows, we need only remark, that the capital of
the ifle, which bears the fame name, . is fitnated by
the fea-fide, upon the fide of a hill, which at that
time was planted with orange trees, pomegranates,
excellent mufcadine grapes, and vines of various
forts. The place had a double wall about it, and
was fortified with great towers at proper diftances.
Thefe walls and towers were fuftained on the infide
of the town by a rampart, and on the outfide there
was a very broad and deep ditch. There were two
ports belonging to it, of which the firft thar we
meet with in coming to Jand there, ferved to fe-
cure the gallies, and the mouth of it was defended
by a ptatform, upon which there was a tower look-.
ing to the eaft, and called Fort St. klme. The
great fhips lay in the other port, which was fortifi-
ed with two towers; the one called the tower of
St. John, and the other St. Michael’s tower.
They pretenid, that the two feet of the famous
Coloflus of brafs, of -which we have already
fpoken, and which pafled for one of the feven
wonders of the world, were formerly placed
on the very fpot where thefe two towers
ftand, on two rocks that are over againft one ano-
ther.  Near this port there are two little bays, ontg

°
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of them looking to the north, and the other to the
fouth : that which looks to the north had its en-
trance commanded by 2 mole, which ran out above
three hundred: paces into the fea ; it was at the
further end of this mole that the grand mafter Za-
cofta built the fortrefs which was called the tower
of St. Nicholas, from a chapel dedicated to that
faint, and inclofed within the walls of the fort. At
the extremity of the-other bay, towards the fouth,
there is another tower, but not fo confiderable as
the firft : however, it ferved well enough on it
fide to defend the entrance of the port, This tow-
er hindered any veflc! from either going in-or com-
ing outof it. T'wo miles from the town was the
mountain or hill of St. StephenXand a little fur-
ther, but on ‘another fide, was mount Philerme,
famous for the devotion of the people of the iflund,
and other chriftian people in the neighbourhood,
who came in pilgrimage.to vifit the church that was
built there in honour of the holy virgin. Such was
.the firuation of the city of Rhodes, and the parts
adjacent, when it-was befieged:by the'batha Paleo-
logus. »

The fea near the fthore was then covered with
the fleet of the Turks, who made continual dif-
charges of ' their artillery, in order'to favour their
defcent. They were anfwered by the cannon of the
city and the forts ; and the knights, puthed on by
their valour, advanced fword in hand in the water
up to the middle, to prevent and. ftop the Turks
from landing. Much blood was fpilt on this firlt
occafion ; but in fpite of all the efforts of the Chri-
ftians, their bravery was forced to yield to the
numberlefs multitudes of the-infidels. Thofe bar:
barians divided their troops; and whilft a part of
them employed all the forces of the knights, the
greater number landed in crowds in remote placcs,
where there was lefs oppofition. At length the
whole army landed ; they advanced ‘to the moun-

2 tain
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tain or hill of St.-Stephen, where they iimediately
intrenchod themnfelves § and after landing their ar-
tilkry fent 10 femmon the place, ufing both threats
and promifes. which were flighted alike,

Scveral desachmen:s of infidels appeared foon af-

ter in the plain: the principal commanders that
were at their head, advanced to' reconnoitre the
fortifications of the place.” Fherewas no approach-
ing them without danger, and the vigorous fallies
that were made obliged them to take to their heels,
and fly ba. k to their camp. In one of thefe fallies,
wherein the vicomte de Monteil, the grand mafter’s

brother, commanded, the renegado Demetrius loft -

bis life, His horfe was kiiled under him ; he fell
to the ground 5 anid the weight of his armour hin-
dering him from rifing, fome fquadrons that were
in puriuit of the enemy, rode over him-and cruth-
ed bim to death. [he order alfo, on this occafi-
on, loft the chevalier de Murat, of the language of
Auvergue, and of the illuftrious houte of la Cour,
who pufhing the infidels with more eagernefs than
Prudence, was furrounded by a fquadron of (pahi,
who cut off his head.

From thefe light fkirmifhes which were of no .

great moment on either fide, it was neceffaryto
tme to more regular attacks, The German engi-
neer, after having viewed all the out works of the
Place, advifed the bafba to make his firft attack on
the tower of 1. Nicholas, fluttering him with the
hopes of being foon mafter-of the port and city,
Provided :he could onte take that fortrefs. Pualeo-
gus following his advice, planted immediately a
dttery of three large pieces of canmon near the
thuech, of St. Anthony, which began to batter the
towet, ‘| he grand mafter on his fide, ordered a
ounier-battery to be raifed in the garden ot the
Anguage of Auvergne, which made full as great a
fire: ang the gunaers on both fides did all they

%uld to difmount the cannon on the oppofite bat-
Vo, I1l. ) teries,
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teries. This howeyer was but a flight -pretude te
the terrible thunder that was heard, -when the ba-
fha Lad ere&ted all his. batteries, and planted on
them that prodigious number of cannon of all
_lizes, which he had ordered to be brought into his
camp. : S
- The German engineer, to-join artifice to open
force, and find means to reconnoitre the weak
places of the town,  concerting the -matter firft with
the Turkifh general, prefented himfelf the next
day zs 2 deferver on the edge of the ditch, and ina
iuppliant pofture, as if he was afraid of being tak-
en, begged the guard to-open him the wicket that
moment ¥, ‘L'he grand mafter having notice of it,
ordered him to be let in, and he was conduéted
ftraight to his palace. He was a tall handfome
man, had a geod air,r was fubtle in his difcourfe,
ard concealed-under.an "ingenuous outfide all the
addrefs of a cunning and deceitful villain.

The grand mafter, who had the-council of the
order about him, afked him the reafon why he had
quitted the fervice of fo potent a prince as Maho-
met, efpecially when he expofed himfelf, if the
place was taken, ‘to the cruel tortures and executi-
ons with which they punifhed deferters. The pere
fidious German, without changing colour, and
‘with that air of fincerity which peculiarly diftin-
guifhes his nation, difltmbled his change of religi-
on, and anfwered that he was a Chriftian ; that
greedinefs of gain and hope of reward had engaged
bim, as they bad feveral other Chriftians, to follow
the grapd fcignior’s ftandard ; but that ever fince
that prince’s army was landed in the ifle of Rhodes,
he had felt fuch a terrible remorfe of confcience,
that he was not able to bear the reproaches of it a-
ny longer, and was therefore come cordially to of-

® Relation de Merry de Dupuy au‘eur eantemporsin, p. 17.

fer
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fer him his fervice, and to f{acrifice his life in the
defecace of Rhodes and the order.

The grand mifter, though always on his gnard
againft deferters, did not difcover the leaft fign of
diffidence; on the coatrary, he extolled the pious -
motives that had brought him back into the fervice
of chriftian princes: and then.atked him with ail
the thew and air of confidence imaginable, what
might be the defigns, and’ alfo the number of the
forces of the bafha,

¢¢ The batha, replied the German, hath but too
¢ plainly declared his own defigos, and thofe of
¢¢ his malter, by his awtacks. . As for his forces,
¢¢ .you. yourfelf may have feen. how numerous and
¢ formidable his fleet is. ‘The land forces coofift
¢.of above an hundred thoufand men, mott. of
¢ them old foldiers, who have .followed A myrath
¢ and Mabomer his fon inall their coaqueits. Bat
¢ his artillery is what a beficged town ought to
s¢ dread the moft. Never had anv general o vafk
¢ a number of cannon in his army, and at the
¢ {amec time {0 well maniged : and vefides his or-
¢¢ dinary capnon, he has, fince nis arrival in ‘the
¢¢ 1fland, caufed fixteen great pieces of canaon to
¢¢ be cait, cailed Baiilitks or double cannon, eigh-
¢ teen fect long, -and carrying ball of two or three
¢¢ feet diameter.” e continued further to fay,
thap his mortars were altogather as dreadtulin theie
cff=&ts, and that they threw ftones of a prodigious
bigoefs; ¢ You will feel immediately, faid. he,
$¢ the fury. of thofe infernal machines, againfe
¢ which you canaot take your precautions tod
¢ foon.” To gainthe grand malter’s confidence
and make that confideace a ftep to the treaton-he’
defigned, he gave him feveral advices of great im.
portance for the defence of the place, and whichin
the event proved very ufeful.

- Several lords of the council who heard him,
~ thought the villain very fincege.in all he faid ; others,
F2 ' ‘ who -
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who remembered they had fees him formerly i
that very city of Rhodes, told the mafter privately
that he had ever fince that time been looked: upo
as an adventurer and a vagabond that had no reli-
gion, and was capable of doingand attempting any
thing for momey. This made an imprefiion ; but
what complcated to make lwm fufpc@ed was, that)
they fhot at the fame time into ¢he towa billess fix- |
¢d to acrows, which had only thefe words. wroce ia |
them, “ Beware of mafter George.” Thefe were
immediately carried wo the grand mafter ; and in
the counci, fome in their plain way of thinking at-
tributed thefe adwices.to the grand feignior’s chrift-
jan fubjcéls, whom he forced to. ferve in his Ar-
migs. Orhers maintained, that it might be an acd-
fice of the bafha’s own, who. affelted to difcredit
his fpg, . in. order 0 recommend him the more t0
the confidence of the knights. The grand mafter,
that he might rua po bazard, aad at the fame timi¢
make, if poffible, an ‘advantage of the talenes of
this engineer, ordered the officers of the artitlery 10
get our of him. whatever might be ufeful for the
defence. of the place, but at the fame time to watc
him as a fpy. And in order to prevent his getting
out of thecity, or holdmg any correfpondence with
the. Torks, he fet fix foldicrs as a guard over hin,
who never loft fight of him where-cver he went.
The (German, puriuant to his orders, would fain
have reconnoitred: the weakeft places of the town ;
but as. {foon. as he came near a buiwark or a bafiion,
he was alwags accofted by fome comimander or
other, who, with ‘a cold and fevere air, afked him
what he wamted : fo that fearing to' make himfelf
at laft futpcéted, amd 10 be treaved as a fpy, he Rept
himfulf retired in the lodging that was affigned him.
- The bafha, whilft he was waiting the fuccefs of
his trealon, and their mutva) intelligence ¥, conti-

" % Cacurfin, p. 3.-verfé, .
pued
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nued battering the tower of St. Nicholas with his
biggeft artillery : they fired above 300 cannonfhot
againft it; the fide towards the fca, which was
firengthened with a rampart, bore the brunt of the
artillery very well ; but that part ot the wall, which
wis over againft the town, was entirely bcaren
down. The ftones and rubbith by a lucky accident
flopped at the foot of the wall, heaped one ufon
another, but in the form of a flope, fo that it ferved
on the outfide as a fecond wall.

The grand mafter however, knowing that the -
fafety of the town depended “on the pretervation of
this fore, fent the flower of his knights inte-it un-
der the conduét of the commander Caretto, ot the-
linguage of Italy, a knight of approved valour, an:l -
confider=d as one of the firft of the order. The'e
gallnt knights worked night and ddy to intrench
themfelves, and. raifed batteries to defend the-
breach.  The grand mafter, obferving that in cer-
t.in places the fea was fometimes fo low, that the.
Turks might ford it and get upon the mole, caufed
tbl:s and planks thick fet with nails and iron-fpikcs
to be thrown into the water o {poil the bottom. At
the fame timethev fit out fome fire thips at the foot
of the rocks that lay about the tower, to fet fire to
the enemy’s- gallies if they fhould offer to approach
too pear. A body of French and Spanith knights
poft themfelves by his order in the town ditch, in
order to defend the approaches, or upon the lealt
fignal to throw themfelves into the fort, and re-in-
force the garrifon. A -ter all thefe precautions. the
grand mafter, not caring to leave the defence of fo
important a placc to aoy body’s care but his ownp,
threw himfelf into it with the vifcount de Monteil
his brother, and other volunteers, who would needs
fhare with him in the manifeft danger to which he
was expofing himfelf. ’

And indeed the bafha orders the aﬁ'ault to be gi-
ven the next day, which I:vas the gth of June; and

two
. ;
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two hours before day-break his gallies and light
veficls, with a body of infanuy aboard, advance
towards the tower witké a favourable 'wind.- They
foon reach the mole, their foldiers leap athore with
great fheu's, and advanced beldly to the affault in
fpite of all the fire made from feveral batteries that
played upon them. The difficulty of mounting the
breach obliged them to make ule of ladders 5 they
clapped them on with an air of intrepidity to that
“heap of ftones which the cannon had beat down,
and which ferved as a fore-wall to the place, and
mounted to the ftorm fword in hand, with a refo-
lutinn great enough to aftonifh any other men but
the knights. The grand mafter was upon the breach,
and performed the office of a captain and a foldier
at one and the fame time. His armour was pierced
through in feveral places in this engagement, and 2
thard of ftone having carried off his helmet without
wounding him, he, without any concern at all,
took off the hat of the firft foldier that ftood next
him. The fear of other accidents ftill more fatal
made the knights, who knew not what it was 1o
tremble for themielves, to be under the greatelt
apprehenfions for the fufety of the” grand matfter:
and the commander Carctto begging him with great
refpe&, in the name of the whole order, to retire,
and leave the care of defending the breach to his
_knights, ¢ This,” fays he to him, ¢ is the poft of
" ¢ honour that belongs te your ;grand mafter :” |
and turning himfelf towards' Caretto, ¢ Arnd if [
¢ am killed there,” added he, with an obliging
fmile, ¢ you have more to hope thin [ haveto |
¢« fear:” giving him thereby to underftand,- that |
his great valour made him think -he merited to be |
his fucceffor. ‘. |
'The knights following the example, and fighting
in the prefence of the grand mafter,- lined the
‘breach ; and, for want of a wall; made-a rampart
with their bodies. Some overtura the -feiling-hd' .
. . . Gy 3}
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ders ; othiers, throw down mafics of vaft weight,
that crufh the befiegers to pieces in their fall ; nor
are there wanting fome who throw fire works. and
boiling oil on the aflailants: every one has a fhare
in theattack, and all exertthemfelves in a refiftance
that feems to. be fuperior to human ftrength, The
Turks do not appear any way daunted ; not one of
them draws back from danger. If the knights firike
any of theny down from the ladders, their places
are immediately fupplied by others who prefs on to
mount. Swuch as could not get to the polts of dan-
ger at the foot of the wall, fired upon the breach
with their mufkets, -antnoyed the knights with their
arrows, or clfe tried to lay hold of them with
cramp-irons faftened to ‘cords, and fo pult them
down 10.the ground in order to cut them 10 pieces:
It would be impoflible to relate all the aétions of
the moft finithed valour that were performed by
private perfons of each party : hiftory has not pre:
ferved -the ‘particulars of them. At length. fire,
whofe ftrength is greater and more terrible than
that of men, determined the fate of this furious at:
tack. The firethips of the order, faftening them.
felves to feveral of the Turkifh gallies, fet them on
fire; the cannon of the city played upon the reft ;
and the knights, whofe force and courage feemed
to redouble with the heat of the attack, made fuch
a dreadful fire with their fmall thot, that the infi-
dels, after the lofs of their principal leaders, tock
to their heels, and in their precipitate retreat, were
drowned or killed in great. numbers on the fea-
thore, as they were crowding to get aboard their

veflels. ' '
- This ill fuccefs, inftead of daunting-the bafha,
did but exafperate him the more againit the knights.
But, that he might not thew an ufireafanable obfti-
nacy in continuing the attack of a place whither
the grand mafter feemed to have drawn all his for~
¢, he turned all-his efforts againft the bodym; the
. . place.
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place. By his orders two auacks were carried o
at the fame time, ome againft the quarter of th
Jews, and the other towards the poft of the Iialia
ina. But the latter was only a falfe attack ; th
true oone was azainft the Jews wali : the bafha. raife
feveral batteries to beat it dewn; and though, 2
hittorians of that time relate. it was twenty eigh
feet thick, yet, being old, aud not ftrengthened |
a rampart, the torce of the artliery foon put it i
a tottering conditicn.  The grand matfter. in orde
to be provided for the Turks if they fhould atiemp|
a ftorm, ordered feveral houles to be pulled down,
and dug a very broad and dzep ditch .on the fpo|
where they ftood, behind which they raired a new
brick -wall, fuftained by a thick rampart,. a work
which feem- incredible. contidering the fhort tim¢
caployed in finithing it. But as they all faw the
neceflity ot it, and the danger the town was expoled
to, every body worked at it with equal ardor. The
grand mafter himfelf, and the moit ancient com-
manders by his example, performed the-office of
workmen and pionecrs. All the inhabivan:s, with-
out diftin€tion of age, fex, or condition, warked
night and day: and we Greeks and Latins, who
had fuch frequent di-putes in timé ot peace, now
laiJ all afide, except that ot a generou- emulation,
in ftriving who thould fiift fin.th the tadk they hud
taken upon themfclves, Tue jewith women, as!
well as rhe chriftian, being threatencd with an odi-
ous flavery, and dreading ftill more the indignities
they thould be expoted to, if the ci y fhould be ra-
ken by ttorm, drudged at the work as well as (he
men. The very nuns came out of their convents,
and aflited the workmen with an incredible zcal.
Every body w.s then a foldier or pioneer.  Esvery
one conipired and united in th~ detence of. their
common country ; and it was owing to this general
zeal, that the grand mafter was able in {o thort 2
time to fioith fuch great works, which in any other

' junéture
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‘uzdure could not have béen performed in feveral
monihs,

Io the mean time the artillery of the infidels was
wntinually battering the wall 3 nothing could rcfift
ticir bafiifks and great cannon : and the noife of
tzem was heard from the ifle of Lango, which is
100 miles weft of Rhodes o the ifle of Chateauroux,
which is the fame diftance trom it to the eaft,
Thcir movtars at the fame time threw (tones of pro-
.'gious fize, which, flying threugh the air by the
Lrcc.of powder, fell inte the cny, and, lighting
tpon houft s, broke through the roofs, made their
wiy through the feveral fories, and cruthed to
ficces all that ehey fell upon: no body was fafe
from them ; and it was this kind of attack that gave
the greateft terror to the Rbodians.

Thegrand mafter, to lodge the women and chil=
dren efpecially in a place of fecurity, ordered them
toretice into a quareer of the city that lay fartheft
ditapt from the batteries, and was to the weft be-
tween the houfeg and ramparts. On this place the:
ld great'beams by way of roef, and nrade it fo
nftantial and thick, thiat there was no manner of
canger frem the great ftones: and to pay the baftha
in hi: ewn eoin, thie grand mafter, with the belp
of the moft fkilful engineers, fet the carpenters of
the town at work to make a wooden engine that
would alfo throw quarries of ftone of a prodigious
bulk: and thefe ftones not only cruthed all the fol-
dicrs to pieces that were within their reach, but
their valt weighe falling upen hollow ground, they
broi:e through and kilked the workmen in the bote
ton of their minesc The knights out of raillery
tailed this machine THE YRIBUTE, a!luding to that
which Mahomet * demunded of the order, and gi
ving him withal to underftand, that he was to ex-
pelt no other kind of payment. '

® C.ourfin, p. ;1;
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.In the mean time the general of the infidels pufh.
ed on his approaches with vigour; and’his artillery
having made great breaches, he fent to reconnoitre
them, in order to an affanlt.  But he was ftrange:
ly furprifed to learn, that the knights had made 2
deep ditch, and raifed a new wall behind the old
one. He was likewife told by fome deferters, that
by the grand mafter’s care and vigilance, the wo-
men and children: efpecially had no occafion to
dread the terrible effeét of the ftones, which now
would only fall upon empty houfes. ~

The bafha, enraged to find in the grand matfter’s
fingle perfon continual obftacles to all his ‘enter-
prizes, refolved. to get rid of him at any rate, and
.get him difpatched by dagger or poifon, For the
execution of this bafe defign, he pitched upon two
deferters of the garrifon, -who fince their defertion
bad renounced the faith ; the one a Dalmatian, and
the other an Albasian. Thefe two renegadoes,
tempted by the alluring promiies ot the batha, and
in coocert with him, quitted his army, and got
back into the town, as if they had made their e-
{fcape out of the hands of the, infidels after having
been taken in a fally. They reccived them inw
the place with joy, and without the leaft diffidence.
The villains were clready beginning to rejoice for
the fuccefs which they exp. &ed in their undestak:
ing; the Dulmatian, as they pretend, had atually
bribed an interior officer of his tab.e, who only
waited a favourable opportunity. tg exccute the hor-
rid confpiracy. . 'I'he Albanian, who was acquuint-
ed with the grand matter’s fecrctary, finding bim
difcontented - with that prince, was imprudent e-
nough to open himfeif t him; and fhewing him
letters fealed with the batha’s feal, promifed him
the firft dignities of the empire, and immenfe
wealth, if he would execute what the Albanian
propofed.to him in his name. Thefecretary, who
was a man of great hooour, difcovered it immcd‘i-

' ately |
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ately to the grand mafter ; upon which the Alba-
nian was feized, and being put to the torture dif-
covered his accomplice ;- but before they could be .
carried to the place of execution; they were both
torn to pieces by the people. ‘

The baftha, net difcouraged at the ill fuccefs of
his fhameful and abominable defign, ‘had agdin re’
courfe to open force, and without quitting the at-
tack of the Jews quarter, he, by the advice of the
principal officers of his army, refumed the firft
project of the German, and refolved to carry the
tower of St. Nicholas. -

A canal, which indeed was pretty narrow, ran
between this tower and the place where the infidels
were encamped ; and in order to attack it, it was
neeeflary to crofs the canal, or that litde arm of
the fea which is formed by one of the bays before-
mentioned. The general of the gallies, the com-
mander of the troops of Anatolia, and Merla Bey,
fon in law to onc of Mahomet’s fons, ‘all officers of
great experience and valour, undertook to make
the attack, and land the troops neceffary for the
execution of it upon the mole. For this purpofe,
they framed a bridge which’ was to reach from St.
Anthony’s church to the tower 5 and for the guid-
ing and placing one end of it upon the point of the
mole of St. Nicholas, a Turkifh engineer in the
night-time carried an anchor to the place, and fix-
ed it to the foot of a rock which was covered with
the fea-water *; putting throagh the ring of the
anchor a great cable which was fixed to the head of
the bridge, and was to make it go forwards by
means of the capftan. But an Englith feaman,
whofe name hiftory has ‘'not thought unworthy to
be preferved, called Gervafe Rogers, being acci-
dentally on the place, and baving obferved all that
the Turkifh engincer did without difcovering him-

® Dupais, p. 47. ) :
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felf, {uffored him to go away at a diftance, and
then plunged into the fea, privately loos'd the cable
which he left upon the fiyand, carricd off the a@-
chor, apd brought ‘it to the grand mafter, who
‘gave him a very handfome vreward. The Turks,
when their bridge was got ready, eadeavoured to
make it go forwards by mecaas of the cable, but.
{pon found by the cafe which they had in pulling it
o them, that theii ftratagem wgs difcovered and
difappointed.

The bafha, difappointed in this expedient, got
together a great number of boats to’ {uftain this
floating bridge, and tow it in the night to the fide
qf the mole where it was to be fafteoed, The tol-
diers got upon the male, and were filing coniinu-
ally one after another over the bridge, whilft the
galiots and other ligh veflels at the {ame time land-
ed feveral compame‘;d& the braveft troops of the
army on the other They all fed them{clves
with hopes of furprifing the Chriftians; but d’Au-
buffon, who had foycfeen this fecond .mack after
havii.g re-inforced the garrifon and lined the wall
with. 4 body of intrepid. mulqueteers and a good
number of candon, was, expeéting them refolutely
on the breagh At the noife which the Turks
made in gewing. u,pon,the mole, they, by his or-
ders, made in, the dark two fuch furious dlicharges
oo all fides, that abundince of the infidels were
kiiled.

The batha, who was in perfoa at the head of
this enterprife, not to expole his foldiers longer to
the fire ot the torrets, made.them advance to the
foot of the fort, on that fide where his artillery had
" made great breaches. They foen canie to blows,

and without any otber light than whay came from
. firepotes, granadoes and vollies of fire arms, a long
and obftinate engagement enfued. ‘The bridge and
galiots fupplied the ‘T'urks continually with frefh
troops, Never did thofe infidels thew fo much. va-
© X lour
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lour, and fo abfolute a courage. Some of them

by the help of their ladders mounted to the top of

the breach, and fcorning to retire, chofe rather to

be killed, than atk quarter. Merla Bey ftood his

ground almoft alona upon the ruins of the tower ;

and making himfelf a rampart with the corpfe of

dead foldiers, and covered all over with wounds,

he killed feveral knights with his own hand, but at

laft ftriking a foldier who had juft wounded him

with his fabre, and whom he flew with the blow,

he fell dead by his fide. Nor was the combat up-

on the fea lefs furious. The firethips, which the

grand mafter had prepared, grappled - with the.
Turkith gallies that battered the fort, and fet them .
oa fire. = The cries of thofe that crowded to get
out of the fire that blazed,about them ; the {moke.
and roaring of the cannon; the groan, of wound-

ed; the horror too of the darknefs, all was not.
able to damp the courage of the combatants : they
all feemed refolved either to vanquith or die, The
fame valour and refolution was confpicuous on
both fides. How many heroick altions hath the
darknefs of the night concealed from our know-
ledge! In fine, the day appeared, and difcovered
the lofs fuftained by the infidels, The fea was co-
vered with floating carcafes; bows, arrows, tur-
bants, and the hulk of their gallies il in afmoke.
To make their calamities ftill greater, the gunners
of the fort obferving when day-light appeared, the
enemies bridge thronged with foldiers that were
coming to the fuccour of their comrades, levelled
their cannon againft it, and beat the bridge to,
pieces : others pretend that it was broke by the
crowd of infidels that were flying over it. Thofe
barbarians, not able any longer to bear up againft
ghc Chriftians gave over the attack, notwithﬁ

ing the prayers and threats of their officers, and
fled for their lives to the veffels' in which they firit
came, C '

Ver. 1L G Several

and-
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Several knights at the head of the garrifon pur.
fued and cut a good namber of them to picces.
Merry or Mederic du Puis, whom I have followed
in feveral places of this relation, tells us, that a
Francifcan friar, Anthony Fradin by name, was
one of the hotteft in this purfuit ; that he ran with
a fabre in his hand inte the fea as high as his waift
to hionder the infidels from re-imbarking ; that he
killed feveral of them, and cut off their heads, and
that the infidels loft in this engagement above two
thoufand five hundred men : and we may reafona-
bly conclude, efpecially in a cembat-that was chief-
ly fought during the darknefs of the night, that
this could not have happened without the order’s
likewife lofing feveral of its knights. It is indeed
generally allowed, that they were almoft all wound-
ed ; but they do not reckon above twelve killed,
and whe, with the lofs of their lives fealed the pro-
feflion they made of defending the order to the lak
drop of their blood. .

‘Lhis ill fuccefs threw the Turks into a confter~
nation, which was fucceeded by a melancholy fi-
lence for three days together all over the camp 3
they funk into a kind of indolence; the general
himfelf was infected with it, and could not teH
what refolution to take : but as he dreaded Maho-
met's choler and indignation as much as he did the
fword of the knights, he at laft came out of this
lethargy, and raifing his fpirits, applied himfelf a-
gain to the fiege, and renewed his attacks with as
.much fury as ever. He had no encouragement to
go on with that of the tower ; he therefore return-
ed to the pofts of Italy and the Jews, which he
battered again with all his artillery., But to conceal
the place where he really defigned his attack, he
raifed other batterics againft different quarters of
the walis. The relations of the fiege tell us, that
there were three thoufand five hundred vollies
madc by thefe bafilifks and great cannom, which

' : ' quite
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quite battered down a great part of the walls,
towers and ravelins. Thefe infernal machines had
dreadful effe&ts, but they were not his only way of
attacking : he bad foldiers and pioncers continual-
ly at work, fome of which carricd earth and f.lfr
cines to fill up the ditch, whilft fome were digging
under ground, and others pufhing on the gallcries,
and preparing mines to blow up the fortifications

that were left. The town was open on all fides,

but above all the place of the low town and the
Jews quarter feemed the moft ruined and in.the
greateft danger. :

In this extremity the knights * that guarded the
German engincer took him to the breach, fhewed
him the ruins of it, the works of the beficgers, the
condition of the ditch which was ina manner filled
up, and defired the affiftance of his art againft the
danger they were in. At this fight, whatever dif-
fimulation the traitor had pradifed fince his being
in the place, bhe yet could not help difcovering an
ill natured fatisfaltion, when immediately recollec,
tiog himfelf, he returned to the part he aéted, and
pretended to lament the misfortune of Rhodes and
the koights : ¢ What fucsour, fays he to them,
* can you hope for.in a place that is opicn on all
* fides, furrounded with a hundred thoufand men
‘ ready to ftorm it, and which muft infaliibly be
“ carrried at the firft aflault ?”  However, to keep
on playing his old game, he declared himielf of opir
nion, that they fhould change the place of théir bate
teries,-and by a mew piece of treachery, which he
had undoubsedly concerted with the batha before
they parted, he got them® to raife batteries in the
weakeft places of the town, to fignify to the Turks
where they fhould direét their own; and under
Pretence of ‘making himfelf ferviceable, he wouid
Geeds point and fire the cannon lumfelf : but they.

.B v‘ . 6o, . :
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foon found that he not only fhot at random, bot
occafioned likewif¢ frefh canonadings to be made
againft the place that he fired from. Thefe_diffe-
rent obfervations made him to be the more fufpec-
ted. e was brought before the council of war ;
and faltering feveral times in his anfwers to the
queftions which the judges put to him, he was, in
order to have bis contradictions laid open, put to
the torture, when he at laft owned that he was
come into the place by the exprefs order of Maho-
met, and that for. no otlier end but to deliver it up,
if he could, to the infidels ; that though he was
watched by the guards whom the grand mafter fet
over him, he had neverthelefs found means to
convey very ufeful advices into their camp ; that this
was not the firft place he had betrayed under pre-
tence of a feigned repentance ; and that he had
him(elf been the fole occafion of the lofs of an in-
finite number of Chiiftians. His confeflion was
brought to the grand mafter, who immediately or-
dered the infamous villain to be executed.

But fome Italian and Spanith knights did not-
fail to reflc&t upon what he had faid of the danger
the city was in of being-carried at the firft affaulr,
this was indced but too vifible : they communicat-
ed to each other their mutnal fright: the cabal .
grew ftrong, and fecret conterences were held; the
sefult whercof was, that fince there was no faving
of Rhodes, it was not juft to facrifice what knights
were flill left to the defperate humour of the grand
mafter, a man who did not care to furvive the lofs
of his principality; but that they, whatever he
. had refolved to the contrary, ought to fave the

knights and inhabitants by an honourable compofi-
tion. Thefe murmurs and fcandalous projeéls foon
reached the palace. The grand mafter had notice
. of them : he fent for thefe knights, and as if he
confidered them no longer among the profecfled
members of the order, ¢ Gentlemen, fays he to
. ) ¢ them,
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“ them, if any of you thiok yourfelvés not fafe in
* the place, the port is not yet fo clofely blocked
 up, but that you may find means to get out.”
When afluming an air of majefty, indigonation and
wrath, he added. * But if you think fit to ftay
¢ with us, fpeak not a word more about a:compo-
* fition, for if you do, your lives fhall pay for
“ " ~ :

Thefe terrible words filled thofe knights: with
fhame and confufion : and they had a very happy
effe&®, for they immediately called up in their
minds all their brave and heroick fentimencs,
They detefted their own weaknels, and all promif-
ed to make atooement for it by the facrifice’ of their
own blood, or of that of the infidels : and they were
afterwards always the firft to expofe themfelves 1o
the greateft dangers. Nor would it have been pof®
fible for men of lefs refolution to have refifted thé
continual attacks of the Turks.. ‘The bafha bat-
tered the city night and day without giving the be-
fieged the leaft intermiflion: but as his principal
difign was to make the affault on the fide of the
Jews wall, and the ditch was ftill of a confidevable
depth, his foldiers, by his orders, and uoder the
fire of his canoon, worked with fo much ardog
and fuccefs, that they at laft filled it up, fo thata
fquadron of horfe might eafily march-over it into, .
the town.

Every thing was ready, for the affault. There
wee neither ditches, nor walls, nor towers, to hin»
der the T'urks in making it. But the batha, who
dreaded the heroick valour of the knights, more
than he did the fortifications of art, and was for
faving his troops, fent to the grand mafter to pro-
pofe a conference, in hopes of prevailing with him
to f{urrender rather than wait the laft extremities:
The grand mafter, in order to gsin time to make.
new retrenchments, was not averfe to the propofal.
The conference was held G:hc next day by the ditch

. fade,.
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_fide- The bafha was not there in perfon, but fent
one of the principal officers of his army in his
ftead ; and the grand mafter on his fide * deputed
brother Anthony Gaultier caftellan of Rhodes for
ahat purpofe. ‘T'he Tuikith officer, laying afide
that proud air and haughty way which Mahomet’s
formidable power generally infpired into his mini-
fters, prefled the knights to prevent the calamities
which ufually attend a place taken by florm. He
told the caftellan, that a gallant defence juftly de-
ferved the efteem and praifes gven of the enemy,
if they had any profpe& of good fuccefs; but that
valour ought to have its bounds, and that it was
not fo much courage as a rath madnefs to throw
themfelves into perils out of which there was no
poflibility of efcaping ; that it was likewife a . fort
of inhumanoity to involve innocent people therein,
under pretence of defending them ; that the walls
of the town were demolifhed, the towers beaten
down, the ditches filled up; that Rhodes in fine
was no more, or at leaft was only a confufed mafs
of rubbifh and heap of afhes, which the bafha
could make himf(elf mafter of in an affault of two
hours continuance only. When putting on a foft
and infinuating air, he begged of him to prevail
‘with the grand mafter and the council to come to
2 prudent compofition, and prevent a general maf-
facre of the knights and inhabitants, the dithonour
of the women and maidens, and all the horrors
that are infeparable always from a place taken by
_ ftorm, and {word in hand,
" Though the grand mafter + did not appear at
this conference, he yet was not far off. He heard
all the Turk’s artful difcourfe; and by his orders
the caftellan of Rhodes anivered, that the baftha
was very ill ferved by his fpics, who had not given

® Dupn’s p. 67,
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him a true account of the condition and forces of
the place; that if the Turks durft make an aflaule,
they would inftead of a wall, find new ditches, works
and intrenchments within, whi¢h would put them
to the expence of a vaft deal of blood before they
could force them ; but though they had not fuch
obftacles to furmount, yet the city was ftrong e-
nough as lon% as it was defended by the knights,
who had all but one heart and one mind, and no
view in nature but the defence of the faith, and
the honour and glory of the order; and that men
who were not afraid of death, were a much ftrong-
er fortification than walls and baftions, }hus end-
ed the conference ; the Turkith envoy retired, and
gave the batha to underftand, thac tBere was no
depending on a compofition, and that nothing but
the force of ‘arms could determine the fate of
Rbodes. -

The bafha, vexed and afthamed that he had made
fuch a ftep to no purpofe, {wore in the tranfports
of his paffion, that he would put all to the fword.
They likewife fharpened a great number of ftakes
by his order, for impalling the knights and inha-
bitants ; he promifed the plunder of the city to his
foldiers, and commanded ladders and the neceflary
machines for .an aflault to be carried to feveral
places in order to oblige the knights to divide their
forces. But the true attack and main effort of his
forces was directed againft the Jews quarter, which
was the moft ruined. There were not the leaft
footfteps of a wall to be feen in that place, as we
have obferved ; the ditch was filled up, and to hin-
der the knights from making intrenchments, or e-
ven from appearing on the breaches, feveral bat-
teries were kept firing a whole day and night with
out intermiffion, and carried off every thing that
appeared wpop them. In fine, the day following,
July 27. a litle after fun-rifing, the Turks advance
1 good order, and with great filence, get without

' : making
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making any noife upon the ramparts, and ‘make
themfelves mafters of them, without finding the
leaft refiftance. The Chriftians who ftood upon
their guard, had, to avoid the fury of the cannon
that played coontinually, pofted themfelves at the
bottom of a flope which was made by the rubbifh
of the wall on their fide, 2nd moft of them being
worn out with watching and fatigues were unlucki-
1y afleep. The Turks proud of this beginning of
uccefs fix their colours, and fortify themfelves in
that poft. 'The bafha agreeably furprifed with this
happy beginning, orders new troops to advance, fo
that the rampart was foon covered with them.
. Rhodes would have been loft witheut an imme-
diate fucceur, but the grand mafter baving no-
tice of the danger the place was in, ordered the
great ftandard of the eirder to be immediately. dif-
played, and turning himfelf towards the knights

that he had kept about him, in order to march tor |

the places which fhould be moft prefled,  Let us
. ¢ go, my brethren, fays he to them with a noble

¢ Eonitudc, and fight for the faith and the defence
¢ of Rhodes, or bury ourlelves in its ruins. *”
He advances immediately in great hafte at the head
of thofe knights, and fees with {urprize five and
twenty hundered Turks maftters of the breach, the
rampart and all the platform about it. As the
houfes and ftrects were much lower, there was no
going to them, or getting upoa the rampart, but
by two ftair cafes, which had been made formerly,
but which were then covered with the rubbifh of
the wall. The grand mafter takes a ladder, claps
it himfelf to that heap of ftones, and without re-
garding thofe that the enemies .threw upon him,
" mounts firft with an half-pike in his hand; the
knights in imitation of his bravery, fome with lad-

® Baptift Fulgofius de di@tis fa@ifque memosabilibus colle@ane-
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ders, and others climbing up the rubbifh, exert
themfelves to the utmoft in following him, and
get to the top of the rampart.

There was feen on this occafios, contrary to
what is generally pra&tifed in fieges, the befieged
themfelves mounting to the affault, and the be-
fiegers ftanding on the defenfive. 'The infidels re-
pulfe the Chriftians with their mufket-fhot and ar-
rows, er clfe by rolling down great ftones upon -
them, ,All the valour of thefe couragious knights
could not force its way through fo vigorous an op-
pofition. Several were cruihed to death by the
weight of the ftones rolled down upon them, The
grand mafter himfelf was twice thrown down; but
in fpite of impending death, and which prefented
itfelf on all fides, and without regarding two
wounds he had-juft received, he gets up-and brave-
ly mounts again through a continual fire of muf-
kets, and fhowers of arrows and ftones; and fe-
conded by his gallant knights, leaps at laft upon
the rampart on which the Turks had pofted them- °
fclves. The combat was then upon more equal
terms; the knights fall fword in hand upon the
infidels ; they clofe on both fides in a moment,
with a reciprocal fury; all are engaged, and feem
refolved to vanquith. One fide to maintain its
firft advantage, and the other to regain a poft on
which the fafety of the place depended. 'The
grand ‘mafter oiftinguithed himfelf more by his
furprizing .valour than by his dignity : he killed
feveral officers of the Turks with his own hand,
and threw others of them cown from the walls. -

Victory began to declare itfelf in his favour,
The ‘I'urks give way; their battalions open; the
batha, who perceived it, ordered a b..dy of janiza.
ries to advance immediately to their fupport ; he
himfelf advanced alfo by their fide, with his fabre
i hand, cither to encourage them, or to kill fuch
% fhould retire back, He foon difcovered the

grand
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‘grand mafter, not fo much by his gilt arms, as by
the deadly blows he gave. As he had not been
able to deftroy him by poifon, as has been already
feen, he engaged feveral janizaries, by the hopes of
a great reward, to attack him particularly, and by
his death reveage the blood of their companions.
Twelve of the moft refolute foldiers of that body
devoted themfelves, as it were to death, in order
to difpatch him. 'They rufh headlong into the
midft of the engagement, charge the Chriftians
with vigour, pierce their ranks, open a way to the
grand mafter, and in fpite of the knights that fur-
rounded his perfon, attack him and give him five
great wounds at once. The ardour with which he
was inflamed i the heat of the combat, hindered
him at firft from fecling them : he fought on fome
time longer with his ufual valour. The knights
fecing the blood that flowed from his wounds, beg-
ged of him to retire; but that great manm, inﬁead‘
of complying with their affeCtionate intreaties, cried
out, ‘ Let us dic in this place, my dear brethren,
*¢_rather than retire. Can ‘we ever dic more glo-
* rioufly than in the defence of our faith and reli-
. ¢ gion2” :

Thefe heroick fentiments, the wounds he had
received, the blood that was fireaming from them,
and the defire of revenging him, animated the
knights and chriftian foldiers in {fuch a maaner, that'
mad with vexation, and like men that were refols.
ed not te furvive their leaders, they throw them-
felves like furies into the thickeft of the enemies,
and make an horrible, flaughter of them. . The
Turks daunted at their blows, which rage infpired
with an uncommon force, take them .for other!
men, or for fomething more than mam. Terror
feizes their fpirits ; they lofe all fenfe and judgment'
with their courage ; they all take to their heels, and,
in this diforder and confufion kill one another te
make themfelves way, The knights make advan-

tage
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age of this confternation, and not fatisfied with
1aving regained the breach, they fally outand pur-
ue the Turks. In vain does the batha labour to
nake them take heart ; in {pite of his promifes and
hreats the flight becomes general; they drag him
ilong with them, in the univerfal rout, and he was
slad to get into his camp for refuge ; he afterwards
nade the beft of his way to his thips and gallies,
md weat on board with as much fhame as’vexa-
ion, -

The grand mafter covered over with his own
dlood, and with that of his enemies, but more with
glory, was carried into his palace, where by the
aare of his knights, and the good wifhes of all his
people, he recovered his health in a little time. As
foon as he was able to walk, he went to the church
of 5t. John to return thanks to the God of Hofts
for the vi®qry he had won : and in order to leave
fome lafting monuments of his acknowledgements
and picty, he built threechurches in honour of the
blefed virgin and the patron-faints of the order.
He made feveral foundations in thefe churches, to
pray to Ged for ever for the fouls of the knights
that were killed in this bloody fiege. The furviv-
ing knights that had fignalized themfelves moft
were dil%inguiﬂ:cd by his favours, in which even
the meane&t foldiers had their fhare ; and to give
fome relief to the peafants and inhabitants of the
country, whofe lands had been ravaged by the in-
fidels, he diftributed corn among them for their
fubfiftence till the next harveft, and exempted them
for fome years from the taxes they ufed to pay be»
fore the fiege. -

If the grand mafter made all the inhabitants of
Rhodes happy by his victory and liberality, Maho-
met on the contrary, upon the firft news he had of
the raifing of the fiege, fell into a rage ‘that made
every body tremble ; he was for ftrangling his ge-
neral and the principal officers of his army ; no bo-

dy
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dy durft appear in his prefence. Paleologus thought
himfelf happy with the lofs only of his dignity:
Mahomet banithed him to Gallipoli. After the
firft violence of his paflion was over, in order to
confole himfelf in fome meafure, he declared that
his troops were never fuccefsful but when under
his own conduét, and he refolved the next cam-
paign to put himfclf ac the head of his army.

. The preparations which he made for that purpofe
were extraordinary: he muftered no lcg than
300,000 men, and the general rendezvous was in
Bithynia, a province adjoining to Lycia, where they
faid he was to embark, in order to pafs over to
Rhodes. Others fufpeted that .this great arma-
ment was dcfigned againft the foldan of Egypt, and
they founded their conjcéture upon prince Zizim,
one of his fons, having already fallen into Syria by
his orders. Be this as it will, Mahomet had paf-
fed the Hellefpont, and was marching with great
diligence through Anatolia; when a blow from
heaven put a ftop to his enterprizes, A violent fit
of. the cholic carried him off at a little town of Bi-
thynia called Teggiar Tzair. He died on the third
of May, A.D. 1481. 'They carried his bady to
Conftantinople, to ioter it in 2 mofque of his own
foundation : and though that prince had conquer.
ed two empires, twelve kingdoms, and above threc
hundred towds, yet the epitaph put over him,
which indeed they pretend he drew uvp himfelf,
makes no mention at all of thofe grear actions'; as
if he reckoned them for nothing in comparifon of
his laft projeéts.  All they put over his tomb was
nine or ten Turkifh words only, the purport of
which is as follows;

I DESIGNED ‘TO coNQUER RHODES,
AND SUBDUE PROUD ITALY.

Mabomet by his death left the princ?i Bajazet and
- 1 : Zizim
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Zizim his fons heirs to his vaft empire, They
found it hawever tao narrow for their vaft ambii-
lion; neither of them would hear a word of divid-
ing it: both were for reigning alone, Caourfin, a
tontemporary hiftorian, and vice-chaocellor of the
order of St. John, pretends that Bajazet was the
tlder, Jaligni, 'another hiftorian of the fame time,
gives the right of elderthip to Zizim, a queftion of
no great confequence in a warlike nation, where
irms had almoft always decided the pofltflion of
the crown. 4
Bijazet loved ftudy more than war, and he loved
wine yet better than ftudv. The Turks afcribe to
him a tranflation ioto their language of the works
of Averroes, tbe.famous Arabian philofopher, the
ornament of Cordova where he was born, Zizim,
lefs volup-uous than his brother, had always thewn
a great impatience of following the example of his
father, and acquiring glory by war. They pretend,
that thefe two brothers had never feen one another
butonce. Muhomet, who had an infatiable thirft
afier fovercign power, had always kept them afun-
der, for fear they fhould unite againft him. Arthe
time of that prince’s death, Bajazct refided at A. -
mafia, a city fituated upon the Black fea, in the
fartheft part of Cappadocia, and Zizin’s refidence
Wwas at Magoefia, a city of Curia. i
In this remote abfence of the two brothers, the
batha’s and great officers of the crown were divid-
¢d about the choice of an emperor. Every one ef- .
poufed the fide that beft fuited his intereft or jincli-
Dion, Mahomet, then grand vizir or ficft batha,
who had fucceeded Mifach Paleologus in that digai-
%, had moft inclination to Zizim. But the bafha
Cherfec- Oyli, fon-in-law to Bujazet, feizing on the
treafures of Mahomet, made ufe of them to gain
the junizaries of the porte. Achmet Geduc, ano-
cr batha, and the greateft caprain then among
the Turks, being returned from Italy, where he
Vou. 111, -~ H ' had
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had taken the town of Otranto, got the army.
commanded to declare in favour of B.jazet.
They were furprifed that this general, who w
barn a foldier and trained up in war, and whob
fides in Mahomet’s lifetime had had very war
quarrels with Bajazet, thould prefer him to Zizi
a prince of extiaorinary valour. But he.didt
probably from a political view, with regard to
own private intereft, fancying, that he fhould
more neceflary and confiderable under an unwarli
prince, given up entirely to libertinifm, than und
the dominion or a fultan who would command h
troop: in perfon. Whatever was his motive, Baj!
zet’s party, by the dexterity and good conduét ¢
thole that had the management of it, got the be
ter, and that prince was proclzimed, grand feignio
at Corftantinople : and in order not to leave-th
throne empty in his abfence, his paitifans fet upi
it, in quality of his licutenant, one of his fons, n3
med Corcutus, a young prince, who though fcart
eight years old, fhewed a greatunwillingnefs to qu
it afierwards,  when upon the arrival of the fult
his father he was forced to deliver it up to him.

" Zizim, who was at a greater diftance from Con
ftantinople, was later in receiving advice of Maho
met’s death. He fet out immediately on his W3
thither, but being informed that his brother had
got the ftart of bim, ard that the capi:al of the em
pire had declared in his favour, he returned back
put himfelf at the head of the army that he com
manded in Syria, levied new troops, feized on Bur:
fa and all Bithynia, and refolved to wait the com
ing-up of his enemy in that place. ,

Bajazet, to hinder him from fortifying himfelf it
Afia, ordered his beft troops to march immediatelf
againft him. This army was compofed chicﬂy_vf
janizaries and fpahis, i. e. the flower of the Turk}m
infantry and cavalry, which were reinforced with
a gocd body of European treops, fuperior in forc;:

. ap
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and courage to the Afiatic, who were moft of them
cffeminated by the pleafures and luxury of the
country, W hat made this army ftill more formi-
dable was, that the valiant Achmet, the darliag of
the foldiery,. was general of it, and Baj:zet, who -
was indebted to him for the favour of the troops,
by committing, the ‘general conimand of them to
him, made bim again the fovereign difpofer of his
fortune and empire.
. Achmet.having pafied the Bofphorus, entercd’
Afia, and advanced towards Burfa; Zizim did not
thiok it proper. te fhut himfclf up in that place and
ftaod a fiege. He therefore marched omt, and ad-
vanced forward againft his brother’s forces. They. -
_foon came to an engagement :. a great empire was
to be the prize of the viCtorious. Z'zim, in order
10 obtain it, was incredibly. valiant: that prince
v.itb fabre in hand charged -all that fiood before
him:. the combat was bloody and obftinate on -
both fides : they took no. prifphers, and gave no .
quuter on either fide; and it was fome time bs-
fore it could be diftinguifhed on what fide the victo-
ry would fall. But Achmet, after letting the ene-
wy {pend.all their.fire, putting himfelf at the head
of a body of referve amffrc(h troops that had not
yet foughs, made fu furious a.charge on the Afia- -
ticks, that their troops, confifting moft of new le-
vies, could no longer fuftain the fhock of the Eu-.
ropeans. In vain did Z:zim exert himfelf to renew - .
and maintain the battle ; rallying his cavalry feve- -
ral times, and returning to the charge. The brav- -
¢ft of them, who ncver quitted him in the batle,
fell almoft all by his fide.. Achmer met with very -
litle oppofition fram the infantry : moft of them .
were cut to picces; fuch as efcaped the fword of
the viGtorious fled for-their lives, and the fear of
falling into Bajazst’s power, forced Zizim at laft to
do the fame.
The night coming on was favourable to his ef-
H 2. cape, -
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eape. He threw himfelf into the midft of a foreft.
As the night concealed the greatnefs of his lofs
from him, he fed himfelf with the hopes of - rally-
ing his troops the next day, and trying again the
fortune of war, But not being able to get above
‘forty horfemen rogether, and all the reft beiag ci-
ther killed or difperfed, he had no ather courfe to
take, but to get away as faft as poffible from a
place which had proved fo unfortunate, and wight
very well be more fatal to him: he was however
under 2 difficulty about refolving on a place to take
refuge in.  Among thofe that fill continued abont
him, fome of them propofed Egypt to him, where
Cait-Bei reigned as foldan, whilft orhers were for
his applying either to the prince of Caramania, or
the grand mafier of Rhodes, all of them either o-
pen enemics of the Turks, or jealous of their pow-
er. Zizimdetermined in favour of the foldan, the
ftrongeft potentate of the three. Pufling always
through by-roads, he got fafe with his ljytle troop
into Syria, went oninto Paleftine, came to Jerufa-
lem, vifited the mofque, which they called the tem-
ple of Salomon, where he paid his devotions, and
croffing the deferts of Arabia, arrived at Grand
Cairo. He was received as a fovereign prince, with
all the honours and ceremonies due to his birth,
but in reality with an indifference, fuch as princes u-
fua'ly difcover for the unfortunate. Cait-Bei did not
think proper to affoeiate himfelf with hus ill fortune;
and all his good offices ended in offering Zizim his
mediation with his brother. “Uhat prince accepted
it, rather out of complaifance, and not to exprefs
a contempt of it, than out of any hoepes of good
fuccefs from it. The foldan immediately difpatch-
ed an emir to Conftantinople. During his voyage
Zizim out of devorion made tkat of Mecca, and at
his return brought his wife and children to Cairo.
The foldan received them with great civility, and
promifed them his conftant protection. T
he
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The emir that Cait-Bei had fent to Conftantino-
pls, began his negoiiation as foon as-he arrived, .
Bajazer, by the advice of Achmet his firft minifter, -
and in order to amufe Zizim, propefed to the fol-
dan to give his brother a province in Afia. Cait-
Bei, to weaken the Turkith .empire, could have -
withed there had béen. a little more proportion in -
the fhare allowed him ; but.as after. all Bajazet was . -
mafter of the whole empire, and pretended to pre-
fcribe the terms of. the treaty, the foldan being, as. -
moft mediators are, indiffcreat with refpe& to the..
intcreft of Zizim, was of opinion, that he ought
to accept his brather’s. propofal, .and reprefented to
him, that a .great province, in.which he was to
reign as abfolute -fovereign, was. preferable o0 a -
war, the fuccefs whereof was doubiful. Zizim, who. -
afpired. to the empire, and whofe courage and am-.
biton‘made him think him{c1f more worthy of it
than his brother, rejedted his offers with difdaig.
He moreover faw plainly,: that they only fought to
involve him in a labyrinth of artifice, .and an end-
kfs negoYiation; fo that he anfwered the foldan,
that fuch great pretenfions on both fides, and a dif-
pute of fuch importance, were anly to be determin-.
ed by force of.arms and fword in hand. .

But not finding that piince difpoled to take up -
arms in his favour,. he anly recommended - his wife .
and-children to him, and then retired to the Cara«
manian prince of Cilicia, in whom he. fancied he
fhould find more: generofity and refolution, and -
who had indeed fent to him in Egypt to off:r him -
the affiftance of .his arms, and propof the . joiping
their forces againft B.jazet. Mahomer. had takea

rom that prince all Cappadocia, and that pa't of
Cilicia which borders upon mount Taurus. Zizin
¢oming to his court, . promifed. him by the moft {o-
lemn oaths to reftore him thofe provinces, in cafe
he fhould ever, by the affitance of his trogps, re-
tover his throne. The. two pringes, in an intees
~ H3 ' vicw, '~
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view, fwore an inviolable fidelity to one amother;
the Caramanian immediately made preparations for
war, and fent to his allies and neighbours to de-
mand fuccours. The grand mafter of Rhodes, who
was ooe of that number, fent him five gallics well
equipped with foldiers and artillery, to keep the fea,
and defend the coafts of his country ; and the Ca-
ramanian at the fame time had fcveral re-inforce-
ments fent him from fome petty Mahometan princes,

- who entered into the league againft a power that
feemed ready to fwallow up all the reft.

Thefe princes, having joined their troops before
Achmet had drawn his out of their winter quar-
ters, advanced as far as the plains’o‘ Laranda in-the
fartheft parts of Cappadocia. Bajazet was farprifed
to hear that his brother was returned out of Egypt
to difpute the empire with him again. His crown,
and even his life, were at ftake, #ind depended up-
on oppofing their meafures. Achmet indeed was
at the head of a great body of troops, able to fight
the enemy ; but a diftruft, narural enough to weak
men, made him apprehenfive that that general
might pcflibly be bribed to go over to his brother:
befides, his minifters, who were jealous of the glory
which the vizier had in this war, reprefented to
that prince, that, in a quarrel which was perfonal
in refpeét to him, and of fuch mighty importance,
his foldiers would have an ill opinion of his valour,
was he not to thew himfelf at the head of his army.
Thefe confiderations determined him to pafs the
Bofphorus : he entered into Afia: his army con-
fified of an hundred thoufand men: that ot Ach-
met was near as numerous  After his having join-
ed the fultan, thar prince would needs make a re-
view of all his troops; Achmet appeared at their
head ; but Bajazet, obferving, inficad of wearing
his fword ot icymerar by his fide, that it was only
tied to the pommel of his horfe’s faddle, cried out,
¢ My proteétor, you hage a great memory ; for-+

: “get
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¢ get the faults of my youth, put your {word again
¢ by your fide, and employ it with your accuftem-
*¢ ed valour againft our enemies.”

In order to the right underftanding of this paf-
fage, it is necefliry to call to mind what has been
already obferved relating to Mahowmet the fecond’s
war againft Pcrfia.  Bajazer, who was then young,
followed him in that expedition, and had likewife &
particular command over a body-of treops. The
fultan his father, who had no great opinion cither
of his capacity or valour, fome hours before the
engagement began, ordered Achmet to vifit the
line where Bajazct commanded, and fee if his troops
were drawn up in order of battle. But that officer,
finding them all in confufion, could pot help re-
proaching him in pretty harfh terms, ¢ Is it in this
% manoer, Sir,” fays the old warrior to him, ** that
“ a prince who has a mind to vanquith, fhould
# draw up his foldiers ?” Bujazer, vexcd at this re-
proach, told him, the time would come when he
would make him repent his infulence. ** And what
% will you do ?” replied the hanghty Achmet, «“ {
$¢ {wear by my father’s foul, that if you cver come
¢¢ to the empire, ** I wiil never gird {word to my
* fide for your fervicc.”

Such was the occafion of Achmet’s appearing at
the review with his fword tied to the pommel of his
horfe’s faddle. But Bajazet ftood in too much need
of his valour and experience, not to endeavour t
anake him forget that little quarrel. Peace was foon
made between that prince and his general: they
had now nothing more to think of but t0 go in queft
of the enemy. They pretend, that Bajazet’s gene-
ral defeated Zizim in a {econd battle : other authors
fay, that the allies being too weak to kecp the field,
retired into the fireights of mount Taurus upon the
arrival of Bajizet,

Bajazct, vexed that his brother had efcaped him,
fent to make him other propefals, with a view of

’ furprifing
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farprifing him ; and befides the offer he had before:
made him of the entire fovereignty of a province, |
he made him a new one of a penfion of -200,000
crowns of gold, ‘a prodigious fum at that time. “1 |
¢ want an empire,” replied Zizim in an -haughty |
maoner to his brother’s envoy, ‘“ and not moncy.”
Befides, this prince was not fonl enough to be daz-.
zled with thefe propofitions, fince he faw that, at
the fame time that he exprefled a defire of adjufting
things with him in an amicable manner, Achmet
was -infenfibly feizing oo all the ftreights of the
mountains,- and endeavouring to fecure all the paf
fes of them to prevent his efcape. The Caramanian
prince-told him the. danger to which they were go-
ing to be expofed, if they ftayed any longer in that
place ; and both of them, nut having forces fuffici-
ent to oppofe thofe of Bajazet, they agreed to dif- |
perfe them till fuch time ‘as that prince fhould re-
turn to Coaftantinople, their troops being of no
other ufe than to make. themn be purfued ;-and both
of them to retire to places where they might be ia
fecurity, cither through. the obfcurity of them, or
by the power of the prince to whole court they
thould retire... » : .

- Zizim’s firft {cheme was to hide himfelf with 2
few perfons in the remoteft corner of the moun-
tains., The Caramanian was of a different opinion:
he told him, that hecould never be fafe enough in
a cavern againft the fearch his brother was making
after him ; that it was his intereft to preferve his
fecret partifans, that they fhould believe bim to be
alive, and ftill in a difpofition to return and difpute
the empire : and that further, his feptiments were,
that he fhould apply himfelf to the grand mafter of
Rhodes, in whofe dominions -he might be more fe-
cure, and live with greater dignity ; and alfo mighs,
by means of the knights, who roved over all the
Afiatic feas, be informed of every thing that paflcd
at Conftantinople, and over all the caft,

Zizim |
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Zizim followed this advice, and difpatched one
of the noblemen that adhered to his perfon and
fortune to the grand mafter, to defire him to grant
him prote@ion in his territories. But this envoy.
was feized by one of Bajazet’s party, who faw by
his brother’s letters the defign he had formed of re-
tiring among the Chriftians. * Whereupon hé im.
mediately fent fome detachments to force the prince
his brother in the faltneflts he was retired to, and
at the fame time ordered others to fecure all the
pafies that led te any port of Lycia; and flattered
himfelf that he fhould fhut him up fo clofe, that it
would be impoffible for him to efcape. Z:zim, not
fecing his firft agent retwrn, difpatched two others
to Rhodes, with the fame commiffion to the grand
mafter, to defire of him a reteat in his dominions,
together with a fafe condud, to affure him of a fult
liberty of coming in and going out of them at’ all
tmes, The prince afterwards quitted mount Tau-
fus ; and the Caramanian ferving him for a guide,.
he drew pear the fea-coaft to wait an anfwer from
Rhodes. T'he grand mafter, in concert with the
council, and after matuce deliberations, thought it
would be for the honmour and even the intereft of
the order; not to refufe an afylum to fo great a
prince. Upon which a fquadron of fhips was im-
mediately ordervd to'go to receive him, and Don
Alvares de Zuniga, grand prior of Caftile, was in-
trufted with this commiffion and the fafe conduék,
which was drawn up in the form that Zizim’s em-
beflidors had dcfired ir.

This commodore fet fail about the fame time

atZ'zim and the Caramanian prince, feeing them-
felve, purfued by the fpahis, refolved to part, after

aving firR embraced each other tenderly, and

fwore an inviolable fricndhip. ‘The Caramanian

threw himfelf agaiv into the mountains, from

whence he made his way to fome fortreffes that

vere fill lefe him. The Turkith prince waited ltz
: t
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the fea-fide in expe@ation. of news from Rhedes ;
but ‘ceing a {quadroa of fpahis coming up, he got
into a vark, which the Caramaanian prince, for
fear of a furprize, had kept always in a readincs,
and lay cuncealed bebind arock. .

Scarcce had Zizim put off trom the fhore when he
faw the toop of fpahls sppear om the coaft, who
came but a few njoments too late,  'The prince fee-
ing himtll out'of danger, lay by with his. bark,
and taking his bow, let fly an.arrow with a leter
ticd to it, direfted to his brother, and expreded al»
moft in thele tecms..-

Kine Zizim,
. To KING Bajazser nis INHUMAN BROTHER.

% God and.our great prophet are witneilis of
¢ the fhameful neceffity you reduce me to of tak-
. ing refuge among the Chriftians. After hating
‘¢ deprived me of the juft right I had to the empire, |
‘¢ you purfue me ftill from one country to another, |
¢ and have not refted till you have forced me, for
¢ the fafety of my life, to feck’an afylum with the
“ knights of Rhodes, the irreconcileable enemics
“ of our auguft houfe.. If the fultan our fathet
¢ could have forefeen that you weuld have thus
¢ profaned the honourable name of the Ottomans,
he would bave ftrangled you with his own hands;
but I hope that fince he is gone, heaven will a-
¢ venge your cruelty, and I only wifh ta.live to be
¢ a witoefs to your punifhment.”
. The commander of this iroop of fpahis took the
letter, and vexed that he had mifled his prey, car
ried it to Bajazet.. It is faid, that as he was read-
ing i, he could not help fhedding a few tears,
which nature forced.from him againft his inclinati-
ons. Zizim at the fame time ftood off to fca, and
failed towards Rhodes; to fec it he could have any,
/ Dews
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news of the embaflidors whom he had fent to the
grand mafter. The unfortunate prince, uncertain
of his fate, was wandering up and down thofe feas,
as chance might diret his courfe, when he difco-
vered a f{quadron that came full fail, bending their
courfe towards the coaft of Lycia. The fear he
was in left they fhould be fome fhips that his bro<
ther had fent to intercept his paffage to Rhodes;
made him order the pilot to get as faft as he could

to land, and put him on fhore again. Butata certain’ -

diftance diftinguifhing the flag of Rhodes, and mak-
ing the fignals he had concerted with his embafla-
dors, they came up to him in a fhallop with a
knight, whom Don Alvares de Zuniga fent in com-
pany with the cmbafladors, to affure him in the
grand maftes’s name, that he thould be very wel-
cone in theifle of Rhodes. This knight told him,

that the commodore of the fquadron, who was-

licurenant- general to the grand mafter, was fent
oo purpofe to convoy him fafe thither, Zuniga
advanced afterwards to falute the prince, went in-

to his bark, and prefented him the grand mafter’s -

letter, and fafc condu&. After the ufual compli-
ments and ceremonies were over, he put him on
board a great fhip that was under his command,
and failed for Rhodes, where he foon arrived.
The grand mafter had no fconer notice of it, but
he fent -the oldeft commanders of the order to re-
teive him, and went himfelf out of his palace to
mest him almoft as far as the harbour ' they joined
hands at meeting. 'The grand mafter, after hav:
ing, by the affiltance of an interpreter, repeated
all the affurances that he had already given him by
his fafe conduét, waited upon him to the French
inn, which was affigned for his lodging : in their
way thither he gave him the right band, which
Lizim perceiving, was for giving it him, and told
im, it did not become captives to take place of
their patrons; ¢ Sir, replied the grand ma(‘t‘eni1 to
. in
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*¢ him very obligingly, captives of your quali
“ have the firft rank cvery where,  and would t
¢ God you had as much power in Cenftantinopl
¢ as you have in Rhodes.”

. The grand mafter, after having condudted hi
to his apartment, left him to the care of fome com
wanders and officers of his houfhold, who endea
voured, by their politencfs and noble entertain
ments, to divert him from mufling on his misfor
tunes, which feemed to employ all his thoughts
Matthew Bofio, a canon of Verona, who faw hi
fome years afterwards, and obferved him wil‘:}
great auention, reprefents him in oae of his letters,
which has been tranfmitted to us, as a2 man who
had all the air of a barbarian, and of a favage and
cruel prince, His ftature, fays he, is a litcde above
the middle fize ; his body thick and well fet ; he
has broad fhoulders, a prominent belly, ftrong and
ncrvous arms, a large head, fquinting eyes, and a
Roman nofe, fo hooked at the end that it almoft
touches bhis upper lip, which is covered with a
large whifker. In a word, faysshis author, he is
the exadt pi¢ture of his father Mahomet ; and fuch
indeed as heis reprefented in feveral of his medals
that have fallen intomy hands, ’

The knights omitted nothing that might contri-
bute to divert the prince. There were every day par-
tics of hunting. tournaments, feafts, and concerts of
mufick ; but this laft kind of diverfion did not much
affc&t the fultan ; and though they entertained him
with excellent voices, he did not feem to take any
pleafure in that agreeable mufick. ‘To pleafe his
goit, they refolved to fend for a Turkith flave,
who with an harfh and inharmonious voice, but ac-
companied at the ffme time with wry faces, and
the moft grotefque poftures, was the only perfon
that had the knack of pleafing him.

In the mean time the refidence of a gueft of fuch
confequence gave no little uncafinefs o the grand
. C o mafter.
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malter. He did not queftion but that Bajazet, as
foon as he knew the place where he had fled for
fhelter, would do his utmoft to oblige the order.to
deliver him into his hands. This they could not
refufe witheut bringing all the forces of the Ouo=
man empire a fecond time into the ifland ; and the
grand mafter’s word, his fafe condu&®, and even
his natural generofity, made him incapable of tak-
ing fuch a ftep, and delivering him up to his cruel
cncmy. . :

Whilft d’Aubuflfon was in no little inquictude by
reafon of thefe various confiderations, an envoy
arrived from the governor of Lycia, a province, as
we have obferved, feparated from Rhodes only by
a canal of about cighteen miles broad. ~ This en-
voy, under pretence of propofing a trading truce
and liberty of commerce between the grand mafter’s
fubje@s and the people of his government, was
come to fee whether %izim was retired to Rhodes,
and in what manner the grand mafter treated him,
The grand matfter reccived him handfomely, and
did not feem at all averfe to the propofals which

they made him. Burt the envoy, who had other:

views, under pretence that he expeéted new orders
from his mafter, {pun out the negotiation; and
they foon difcovered the main defign of bis voyage.
The grand mafter, in order to rid himfeif as foon
as poffible of a priviledged fpy, fpecdily put an end
to his treaty, and fent him back to his mafter.
But fearce had he parted with him when another
arrived, who brought him a letter from the batha
- Achmet. - The grand feignior, not carisg to ex-

pofe himfelf to a refufal, had enjoined him to fer
on foot a new negotiation with the grand mafter,
as fiom himfelf. That minifter, who, by the im-
portant fervices that he had lately done Bajazer,

governed his empire at that time with an abfolute -

authority, wrote to the grand mafter, exhorting
him to make a folid and lafting treaty of peace
Vou. IIl. 1 with

-
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with the porte, for which he offered bis credit an
good offices, in cafe he would fend embaffadors
Conftantinople.

The grand mafter faw plainly through the arti
fice, and that thefe feveral negetiators had ne de-
fign bur only to get into Rhodes, and find out fom¢
means to difpatch Zizim cither by {word or poi-
fon. Though the prince of Rhodes looked upon
them as affaffins, yet as they averé invefted, or ra-
ther matked with a publick charater, no notice
was taken of their .defigns. All" that the
law of nations and prudence allowed to be done oa
this occafion, was to difmi& thefe envoys as foon
as poffible; and all the anfwer that the grand ma-
fter gave the bafha was, that provided they drop-
ped all talk of tribute, he might poffibly in fome
" time.fend .embafladors to the porte, to treat about

a lafting peace. .Several councils after this were.
_held at Rhodes, 1o confider of the condu& the or-
d=r ought to obferve in fo nice an affair. |

In all thefe preliminaries theleaft mention was not

made of Zizim, notwithftanding which, the grand
mafter eafily pevceived that the defign of the negotia-
tion related always to the perfon of that prince, and
that if his brother could not gethim into his power
by way of treaty, he would either take care to get
him poifoned, or would attack him by open force,
fo that they might foon fee all the forces of the
Ottomans over-running the ifle of Rhodes a fe-
cond time. They held feveral councils on this fub-
_je&t, and in order not to let & pledge of fuch value
go out ef their hands, they refolved, both for the
prince’s own fafety, and till fuch time as they might
fee how affairs would go in the eaft, to fend him
into France, to refide upon fome commandry of
the order. .
The grand mafter, in order to reconcile him to
this ficp, reprefented to him, that it was his inte- |
. xeft to thelter himfelf for fome time from his bro- |
: . ther’s
-

[
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ther’s eager-purfuits : that whatever precautions the
order.fhould take, his life could never be fecure at
Rhodes, where fo maay renegado Greeks could ea-
fily get in by means of their language, and find
means to difpatch him by fword or poifon, not-
withftanding all the precautions that the order
might take :. whereas, whilft he was at a diftaoce,
the order, which was entering into a negotiatien
with the fultan, might find opportunities to fake
care of his interefts, and that he himfelf would un-
dertake to give him a full acconnt of all that paflid
at the porte in relation to him. '
The Tarkifh prince feeing no-remedy, confented
to every thing they. propofed to him. He likewife,
before his fetting out,. left a full power with the
grand mafter to treat with Bajazetin his name, up-
oo fuch terms as-thould be moft for his advantage
and fecurity.. This was not the only inftrument
he figned ;. he executed another, wherein, after re.
citing all the.obligations he had to the grand mafter
and his order,. he engaged himfelf, in cafe he ever
recovered the empire,, or any.confiderable part of
it, to.maintain a conftant peace with the knights,
would give their fleets free entrance into all his
ports, would fet three hundred chriftians of both
fexes at liberty every year without ranfom, and pay
2 hundred and fifty thoufand crowns of gold into
the treafury of the order, to reimburfe them the
expences they had been at on his account. This
inftrument, .figned with his own hand, is ftill kept in
the archives of Malta, and is dated the fifth day of
the month of Regeb, in.th887th year ot the Hegi-
ra, which anfwers, according to our way of
computation, to the 31ft of Auguft A.D. 1482,
1482. The prince went afterwards on -
board, under the convoy of the chevalier de
Blanchefort, the grand mafter’s nephew, who em.
ploged all the care and complaifance imaginablz, to -
divert the melancholy, with which the. prince was
l 2 f(izvé B
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feized a¢ leaving his own country, and paffing into
a foreign land.
‘Whilft he was failing towards France, the graand
«mafter, purfuant to the promife he had given Ach-
met, fent the knights Guy de Mont Arnaud and
Duprat as his embafiadors to Conftantinople. Ba-
jazet, who faw that his brother’s fortune was en-
tirely in the grand mafter’s power, was exceedingly
pleafed at their arrival. -They were received with
great honours, and he appointed commiffioners to
treat of a peace, naming for that purpofe the vizier
Achmet and Mifach Paleologus, who, after Maho-
met’s death, having declared in*favour of Bajazet,
was on that account recalled to the porte. The
negotiation had like t6 have milcarried at the very
opening of the conference. Achmet infifted by
way of preliminary, that the grand mafter fhould
acknowledge himfelf for a vaffal of the grand feigni
or, and as fuch fhould pay him an annual tribute,
This propofition was rejefted with a noble difdain
by the two embaffadors, The vizier, the proudeft
man living, told them, that his mafter would goin
perfon at the head of an hundred thoufand men to
levy the tribute himfelf; the ambafladors upos
thefe menaces, were for breaking off the conference
and retiring : but the bafha Paleologus telling the
vizier in the T'urkifh language, that he fhould con-
fider that the fultan would have the treaty conclud-
ed at any rate, the negotiation was refumed, and

the two knights thewed the greater conftancy and |

refolution, becaufe Duprat, who underftood the
‘Furkith language, was thereby made acquainted
with the grand feignior’s intentions. Achmer did
not infift any longer on that demand; bue ashe
thought his mafter would difhonour himfelf by
fuch a treaty, he left the management of it to Pa:
leologus. :

They wére next to come to the principal point
which the fultan had moft at heart. It related ;:

: ’ t
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the pstfon of his brother, and his minifters de--
manded that he fhould be delivered up into bis -
hands. The ambaffadors knew that this would be
delivering him up.to be executed, and therefore re-
jeted fuch an odious propofal with indignation. in
fie, they agreed, -that the grand mafter fhould en- -
g1geto keep that prince always in his power under
agood guard of knights, and fhould not deliver
linto any prince whatever; either.chriftizn or .in.
filel, that could make ufe of his name and preten~
fions to difturb the quiet of the empire ; that fos-
the maintenance-and guard of the prince, the ful<-
tan thould yearly remit thirty five thoufand Vene-.
tian ducats toe the order ; .and befides this fum, he
fhould likewife pay the grand mafter ten thoufand
ducats more every year -by way of fatisfaltion for-
the ravages that Mahomet’s army had made in the-
iz of Rhodes. Peace being feuled on thefe -con-
diions, the treaty was figned by the.fultan, who
fert one of his principal minifters, called Capitain, .
© Rhodes, to receive the  grand mafter’s ratificacie-
on. . .

The vizier; who was naturally - haughty, could
mothear the lealt mention of the penfions which
the fultan was obliged to pay every year, without
the higheft indignation. He complained publickly,
that they had proRtituted the honour of the empire
by this {candalous treaty ; andin his exclamations
againft it, .he could not help dropping fome fharp
invetives againft the perfon of his ‘mafter himfeit,
The fultan was foon informed of .it : ‘T'here are
Never wanting in all courts a fet of men who-make
R their bufinefs to ruin their enemies, by giving the
worft conftrudtion to their words, and mifreprefent-
ing them in the moft artful manner. Achmet had
avery dangerous one in the perfon of a bafha, IHaac
b name, whofe daughter he had formerly marricd. -
Shewas the very Turkifh lady that Mahomev’s eideft -

fon'fell fo defperately in love with, and to whom :
1 . heex
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her hufband in the fury of his paffion pretended he
had offered violence. The reader may have ob-
ferved in the beginning of this book, that Maho-
met, who would allow no body to be a tyrant in
his dominions but himfclf, had, under pretence of
doing Achmet juftice, put that young prince to
death, fearing that his paflion might put him upon
fome attempt againft his own perfon.  Achmet, as
Ceaefar had a&ed formerly, without caring to exa-
mine into his wife’s condu&, bad divorced her,
which ‘his father-in-law refented fo heinoufly, that
he refolved to be revenged. This bafha did not let
flip the occafion that Achmet’simprudence furnith-
ed him with : he informed the fultan of the vizier’y
murmurings and invectives, and aggravated them
with all the ill-natured turns that courtiers are Iz
vifh enough in leftowing ; and under-a feigned
zeal for his prince’s fervice, he infinvated to bim,
that as the vizier was fo very powerful, and in2
manner adored by the foldiers, he could not. have
uttered fuch taunts'and refleétions withoue defign-
ing fome infurretion.

In a cafe of this nature, efpecially in 2 defpotick
government like that of the Turks, bare fufpicion it
a crime. Bajazet, ever jealous and diffident, asall
weak perfons are, refolved to difpatch’ the vizier
in order to prevent the defigns with which they |
charged him from taking effet: befides, the daily
fighr of a man, the greatoefs of whofe fervices ex-
ceeded all che recompences he could make him,
was offenfive to his eyes.  Orders were given toin-
vite moft of the grandees of the.porte to a magni-
ficent entereaimment that B jazet was to give them.

“‘I'hey there drank very copioufly of wine, notwith:
flanding the exprefi prohibition of their law. The
fultan, who had his private defigns, #nd had a mind

-to make the vizier talk, brought up a ditcourfe re:
lating to the peace he had juit concluded with the
grand mafter ; .and added, that fince he had 0o

.
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fiore enemies to oppofe, he thought to leflen the
pay of the foldiery, and break fome officers that
were not well affe€ted to the goverument. Ach-
met, the father of the foldiesry, ard narurally
haughty and paffionate, immediately took fire, and
elevated with the fumes of wine, told him plainly,
that the affe@ion of the foldiery was the fureft fup-
port of the throne, and that thofe who fhould ad-
vife a fultan, efpecially one who had a brosher fillt
living, to incenfe his troops, would be evil coun~
fellors. 1hey pretend, that as foon as ‘he had
{poke thefe words, a mute who was pofted there
on purpofe, upon a fign that the fultan made him,
ftabbed him with a dagger to the heart. Other
authors give a different account of what pafled at
the death of this minifter, which they tell us was
delayed for fome time. According to thefe wri-
ters, Bujazet, before he difmiffed’ the bafhas, that
he might end the magnificence of the fealt with
an a&t of liberality, prefented every one of them
with a brocade veft, and a cup fifled with pieces of
gold ; but that they put only a black robe before
the vizier, who looked upon it as an ill omen of
the fate that attended him ; and he was confirmed
in his fentiments, when, as he was going out after
the reft, the fultan ordered him to ftay, pretending
that he bad an affair of importance to communi.
cate to him. Achmet no longer doubting but he
was going to be firangled, cried out in a rage,
* Cruel tyrant, fince you refolved to put me to
* death, why did you firt force me to offend God
“ by drinking a forbidden liquor " * :

By Bajazet’s order, they began to load him with
ftripes, after which the mutes prepared to firangle
‘him. But the chief of the eunuchs, who was hjs
particular friend, feeing his mafter drunk with
wine and anger, threw himfelf at his feet. ¢ Sir,
“ faid he to him, be not fo hafty to put him to
 death: you know that he is the' darling of the

¢ janizarics :
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© janizaries : wait only till to-morrow, to fee how
¢ they will receive the news of his death, and |
“ then difpofe of him as you pleafe.”

Fear, the ftrongeft principle of aion in a weak
and timorous prince, had its ufual effeét on Baja:
zet. He put oF Achmet’s death, and ordered him
to be thrown half naked and loaden with irons in-
to a dungeon. His fon, who waited at the gate of
the feraglio, not fecing him come out, enquired of
the other bathas for him; but they were moft of
them fo drunk, that all that he could get out of

them was, that the grand . feigoior.feemed to be an-
gry with him." The young lord trembling for his
life, runs to.the guard-houfe of the janizaries, and
the vaft pile of building where ‘they are quartered

when oot upon duty, .when busfting out into tears, |

angd dire€ting his difcourfe to the oldeft .of them,
¢ My dear companions, faid he to them, the fultan
¢ has jult now caufed my father to be feized : wil
“ you, brave foldiers, fuffer them to butcher your
¢ general, with whom you have eat bread and fzk
< for fo many years ?”’

At this news the janizaries'run to arms, gather
into a body, march ftiaight to the feraglio, and
with grcat cries demand the gates to be opencd *:
the noife of the tumult foon paflis into Bajazet's
apartment, The prince, atier confidering what
meafures he fhould take, fearing that the foldiers
might dethrone him in their fury, appeared ata
window with a bow in his band, ¢ What do yot
¢ rcquire, my companions,” fays he to them,
¢ and what is the occafion of this tumult?” « You
¢ fhall know immediately, cried they, You drun-
¢ ken fot, where is Achmet ? we'll either fee him,
¢ or find out a means of revenging his death.”
The fearful fultan fceing all the foldiery enraged
.and incenfed againft him, *“ Achmet, fays heto

» Cbalcon@ll.e vic de Bajazet 11, C .
$¢ them,
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* them, is in my feraglio, and alive. I have only
*“ kept him with me to confer with him about
* fome affairs of confequence.” Fhe fulian was
fo terrified at the looks and threats of the jani-
zaries, that he ordered him t¢ be brought out to
them immediately. He appeared at the gate of the
feraglio barehcaded, his legs uncovered, and with-
out any cloaths on but a waiftcoat only, juft like a:
man who was ordered for execurion. The jani-
zartes, provoked to fee that great captain treated.
in fo thameful a maaner, fnatched a turbant from.
one of the principal officers of the porte, and put
itupon Achmet’s head. They commanded at the-
fame time a veft to ke brought him, and when he
was dreft they carried him to his palace with great
acclamations, and as if they had gained fome fig-
nalvittory. N

The vizier, either from a greatnefs of foul, or
elfe out of apprehenfions that this affeétion of the
foldiers would be imputed: te him as a freth crime,
dfired them to ufe their advantages with more
moderation. < Bajazet, fays he 1o them, ¢ is our
* fovereign: and who knows- but I have merited
* his indrgnation by fome fault ¥ may have com-
“ mitted !> In fine, he at length by his intreaties
prevailed to quiet the fedition ; but his own expe-
rience taught him, that there is no getting an ad-
vantage over onc’s . own fovereign that docs not
prove fatal to its author in the end.. Bajazet dif-
fembled his refentment for fome tine. The vizier
feemed to be reftored to his favour; but in a jour-
rey which the court made to Adrianople, at a
time when all his apprehenfions feemed to be over,
the fultan caufed him to be ftrangled. Such was
the fate of one of the greateft captains of the Ot-
toman empire, who, by being thought too necef-
fary, became fufpeéted to his maftcr, and odious to-
the other bathas,

Whillt this tragical fcene was a&ing at the porte,

’ Zizim
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Zizim arrived fafe on-the coafts of Provence.. TH
grand mafter had fent an embaflador before hir
to Lewis XI. who then fat on the throne of Franc
10 defire leave for the prince to-ceme into his dc
‘minions, and refide there for fome time. Th
king, who did not concern- himfelf_in the affui
of the eaft, readily confented to.it. Zizim, ac
cording to Jaligni a- contemporary hiftorian, w
firlt carried into the-province of la Marche, to th.
caftle of a lord of that province, called Boiflami
the grand mafter’s brother-in-law, whofe fiftc
Souveraine d’Aubuflon he had married. Th
prince, after making fome ftay in this place, retire
.to the commandry of Bourgneuf ; and the knights
who under pretence of keeping him company, wer:
in reality his guards, lodged him in a tower, buil
on purpofe to fecure him againft the enterprifes
-Bajazet, though perhaps it was defigned likewil’c‘
to prevent his getting out of their hands, and ma-.
king his efcape, as fome time after they had rcafon
to fulpect.
Io fho:'t, this.unfortunate prince, inftead of the
good reception-and fuccours which he had flatter-
ed himfelf he fhould reccive from the king of
France, was uneafy to find himfelf at a diftance
.ffom his country and his friends, banifhed into a
.forcign land, and confined in a fort of prifon : and
~ -how careful foever the knights who. guarded him

" might be to divert him, yet he could not help look-
-ing upon them as his gaolers, and the mortal ene-
.mies of his houfe.. Thefe refleCtions threw him
into a decp melancholy, which was foon followed
by a dangerous illnefs, that made them fear his life
was in danger. )

One of the knights, whofe bufinefs- it was. to
guard him,. being concerned for his misfortuncs,
.and defirous to expel, if poffible, the deep melan-
choly that had fpread itlelf over his foul, advifed
him. to delire.an.interview with the king of France,.

and.
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and encouraged him to- hope that he might in a
coaference engage that prince to intereft himfelf
in his misfortunes, and obtain from him a fufficient
rumber of forces that might enable him to try the
fortune of war one more.

The prince, like all unfortunate perfons, was o-
verjoyed at the firft glimple of hope which they
gave him, and fignified to the king of France, that
he defired a conference with him. The king, wha
wis entirely taken up with what paflfed in his
neighbours territories, efpecially among the Eng-
lih and at the duke of Burgundy’s court, troubled
himfelf very little about the affairs of the eaft.
However, to maintain his chara&ter of the moft
Chriftian king, he anfwered the prince, that he
would really have been very glad to fee him, and
tointereft himfelf in his affairs as begame a fove-
reign, did not religion put an ifvinéible obftacle in
the way ; but that if he would turn Chriftian, and
abjure the errors in which he had been unhappily
educared, he would engage to fend him back to his
own dominions at the head of a mighty army,
which fhould mot be inferior either in excellent ef-
ficers, or in number of troops, to all the forces of
the Ottoman empire ; and in cafe he did not think
proper"to try the fortune of war once more,
France offered to give him lands and-lord(hips
within itfelf, fufficient to maintain him with a
fplendor and dignity fuitable to his birth. :

The Turkifh prince foon difcovered, that this
propofal was no more than a polite pretence to ex-
cufe himfelf from agreeing to the interview he had
defired, and granting the fuccours which he had
flattered himfelf he thould bave. To omit the pre-
Judices of education, was he only to confider his
intereft according to the maxims of human policy,
he could not quit the fe& of Mahomet, without
being confidered as a renegado among the Ma-
hometans, and fecing him’elf abandoned by bh;:

<
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beft friends and all his partizans; fo that the
Erince, laying afide all thoughts of fuccour from
rance, turned all his hopes towards the cf,
whence he expe@ed' news with the utmoft impa-
tience. He was not long without recciving fome
advices, but they were not very agreeable to him;
for he heard with equal furprize and uncafinefs,
that the knights of Rhodes, the eternal enemies of
the Ortomans, had, after feveral negotiations that
bhad been treated at Conftantinople and Rhodes,
“agreed at Jaft on a treaty, the very bafis and pur-
«chafe of which, unhappily for him, was the lofs of
his liberty : that the grand mafter, forgerting his
fafe condu&t and the promife he had falemnly given
him, had eagaged to Reep him always at a diftance,
and under a guard of -knights that fhould be an-
fwerable for him fo long as the Turks fhould not
violate the treaty ; and that Bajazet on his fide was
obliged to pay 45,000 ducats yearly to the grand ma
fter and the order. The treaty was varnithed ovet
by thofe who drew it up, with all thofe fpecious
pretences which princes are feldom at a lofs toin:
vent, but which after all did not fkreen the order
from the reproach of having violated its fafe con:

dud. :
Bajazet payed this fom very exally, and inded
before-hand ; and in hopes of gaining the grand
mafter’s friendthip entirely, he fent him a lictle of
ter the right hand of St. John the baptift, patron
of the order, which had been brought formeily
from Antioch to Conftantinople.; upon the taking
of which laft city, Mahomet had ordered it ‘to b
put into his treafury, probably for the richnefs of
the fhrine, in order to fell the relic itfelf to fome
-chriftian prince. Though the Turks look. upon
our veneration for the dead bodies of faints as ido:
latry, yet Bajazet fent it with great ceremony 10
Rhodes: a manifeft inftance; that ‘religion ha:;

: ‘ | SE mu
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much lefs the afcendant over moft fovereigns, thaa
interefts of ftate.

However, as liberty is the firft and moft valuable
befling of mankind, it is no wonder that the un-
happy Zizim fhould be firuck with the moft violent
gricf, when he found that his had been put to falz,
and that they had meanly bartered it for gold. The
treaty threw him iuto a rage that can hardly be ex-
prefied : he withed for death as the only pexiod of
fo werrible a misfortune; and they, were every mo-
ment afraid left he thould make away with himfelf
in the firs of his paflion. Ia vain did the knights,
fet over him for his guard, labour to comfort him,
by reprefenting, that whatéver had been tranfalted
at Conftantinople and Rhodes, was meant purely
for his fafety, and to prevent his falling into the
hands of an implacable epemy. They repretented
to him, that his confinement would not be near fo
long as he imagined ; that he ought to hope for
great matters from time, and that fome conjunéture
would infallibly prefent itielf, when the grand ma-
fler might be able to reftore him to his dominions
with as much glory as fafcty. The untortunate
prince was not in a temper to take up with fuch
random and uncertain motives of confolation : the
terrible idea of a perpetual imprifonment was ever
prefenting itfelf to his imagination, and all the ar-
guments and civilities of his guards could not ba-
nith it a fingle moment from his mind. .

The noife that his gricf made foon pafled beyond
the bounds of his priton. Some perfons, who were
ill affe@ed to the order, took occafion from thence
of blaming the grand mafter’s condu&. They faid,
it was jnhumane to fcll the liberty of a priace from
whom at moft they could have demanded but a ran-
fom. Others went further, ard faid it was afto-
nithing, that fo noble an order, and a fet of knights
who were cternal enemies to the Mahometans,
fhould, for the lucre of a fum of moagy, turn gaql-

Vou. III. ’ K - ers
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ers under Bajazet, and let flip fo favourable an op
portunity of kindling a war among thofe infidels|
which all the enemies of the Ottomans might have
made their advantage of.

Caourfin, vice-chancellor of the order, a con-
temporary hiftorian, and who was at Rhodes at
this time, hath emdeavoured, to make an apology
for the knights, by reprefenting the -advantages
_ which (fays he) the chriftian - princes derived from
the confinement bf this Ottoman prince: and that
author, who was in all likelihood no very fcrupu-
lous perfon, in order to juftify the grand mafter’s
breach of faith, maintains, that it was a much lefs
evil to aét in that manner, than, by obferving ftrict-
ly the fafe condu&, to bring the arms of Bajazet
upon the ifle of Rhodes, and the other ftates of
Chriftendom. But -if we follow Jaligni, another
contemporary hiftorian, the grand mafler never
gave any fafe conduét, nor fo much as his bare
word *.~ Zizim, as we may fee in this hiftorian,
was a lawful prifoner, in confequence of which,
the grand mafter might difpofe of his liberty as he
judged proper for the ‘good of his order.

As thefe two contemporary hiftorians, one of
them the grandmafter’s minifter and confident, the
other fecretary to Peter de Bourbon, contradict one
another in the fame fa&, we have not met with
matter fufficient in-either of the two writers to clear
up the point, fo that we might determiae it on any
Aide-with certainty : but whether Zizim was a law-
ful prifoner of war, or whether the knights, under
pretence of not incenfing fo formidable a prince as
the fultan, broke their fafe condu&, it cannot be
denied, but that pope Sixtus 1V. Ferdinand, king
of Catftile, Arragon, and Sicily, another Ferdinand
of the fame houfe, king of Naples, the Menetians,
and above all the reft Matthias Corvip, fon to Hu-

¢ Guillaume de Jaligni, p. 62, 6%, 65. Rdit, de Lowvre.
. B . . miades,
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niades, and at that tipe king of Hungary, a great
captain, and, like his father, the terror of ihe
Turks, uled very prefling inftances with the grand
mafter, to put Zizim at the head of their torces,
"in hopes of making ufe of his name to raile up the
fecrec partizans he had in the Ottoman empire.
Indeed moft of thefe princes were divided ; fume
were aCtually making war upon one another; and
we muft do this juftice to the grand mafter, who
was as great a politician as he was a capuain, that
he was afraid left, if the war againft the Turk
fhould not prove fuccefsful, fome might be found
perfidious, or at leaft weak enough to purchafe
their peace of Bajazet, by delivering up his brother
and enemy to him. The grand mafter made a much
more commendable ufe of the power he had over
te perfon of -Zizim = and merely by the fear in
which he kept the grand feignior, left he thould
fet that prince at the head of all the forces of the
order, and produce him to the malecontents that
were very numerous in his dominions, he ticd up
the hands of.that-mighty prince, kept his forces as
it were in chains, and by this means prevented hin,
during his -brother’s. life, from falling uwpon laly,
and wrning bis arms againft the chriitian princes.-
The: pope, impaticnt to fee the chriftian princes
unite their arms agaioft the infidels, was pertuaded,
that, if he once had Zizim’s perfon in his power,
he might eafity make all the puwers ot Europe join
their forccs againft the Turks. This pontiff had
Jult fucceeded vixtus [V, by the name of
lanocent V111, He was a Genoefe by birth, 1484.
of the illuftrious houfe of Cibo, originally
of the ifle of Rhodcs, where his father was born.
As foon as ever he was placed in St, Peter’s chair,
he notifigd it to the knights, whom he confidered
as the fovereigns of his tamily, and feot a nuncio on
purpofe to Rhodes, to affure them of the cltcem-
and affe@tion he had for an order fo illuftiious,
K2 andi
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and withal fo ferviceable to the chriftian world.
But the nuncio declared at the fame time to the
grand matfter, that his holinefs, for the good of
. Chriftendom, and to keep the Turk in awe, would
be glad to have prince Zizim fent to Rome, or at
leaft to fome firong hold in Italy.

‘The grand mafter reprefented to the nuncio, that
they had reafon to fear fuch a ftep might give great
jealoufy to Bajazet ; and that that prince, in order
to revenge himfelf, and prevent the pope’s defigns,
might fall with all his forces upon Italy. Befides,
that by taking Zizim out of the hands of the
knights, they might give the world occafion to fef-
peét, that they did not behave themfelves well vo-
wards him, which would be a great dithonour to
his order. The nuncio tranfmitted thefe reafons
to Rome ; but the pope was inflexible, and made
new inftances, that they would fend orders imme-
diately to the chevalier de Blanchefort, then grand
prior of Auvergne, to condu¢t the Turkith prince
himfelf to Rome, The grand mafter, to thew his
deference to the pope”s orders, named two embaf
fadors to wait upon his holinefs, and chofe for that
purpofe Philip de Cluys, of the language of France,
bailiff of Morea, and William Caourfin, vice-chan-
cellor of the order, the perfon who has left us an
biftory of all that paflcd at Rhodes in relation to
prince Zizim,

Were we to judge of their condut in this nego-
tiation by the advantages which they drew from
thence, we muft own that they were very able mi-
nifters ; for in exchange for the perfon only of Zi-
zim, which they promifed to deliver into the pope’s
hands, they obtained very important privileges.
Innocent engaged folemnly by this treaty, never to
confer any commandries to the prejudice either of
the feveral languages, or the right of feniority, even
‘though they thould fall vacant in the court of
Rome : and by an exprefs bull in the year 1489, he

declared,




KNIGHTS.OF MALTA. 11y

declared, that the effeéts and pofleflions of the or--
der thould not he comprehended in the lift of bene-
fices, that the popes had ecither referved to them-
felves, or might afterwards referve; and in cafe
Bajazet thouid, out of refentment at this change,
ftop the payment of Zizim’s penfion, he, by ano-
ther bull, to compenfate the lofs the knights of
Rhodes would thereby fuftain, fupprefled the orders
of the holy fepulchre, and St. Lazare, which he
annexed to thar of St, John, to preveat (as the pon-
uff fays in his bull) a body of ‘knights fo neceflary
to Chriftendom, from being overpowered by the
formidable power of the Turks. The grand mafter’s
own interefts were not forgot in this treaty ; and
the pope engaged, -as foon as prince Zizim {hould
be delivered up t6 him, to fend the grand mafter a
cardinal’s hat, a' dignity of great eminence indeed,
but not very proper for a warrior, and one efpeci-
ally that was at the fame time a fovereign prince. -
The treaty being concluded to the fatisfattion
both of the pope and the grand mafter, they, by
concert, fent embafladors to king Charles VIII. the
fon and fucceflor of Lewis XI. to communicate it
to him, and defire his-conlent.. They met with no
difficulty from-that quarter ; but whilft thefe em-
baflidors were ftill in France, there came another
minifter of the porte, -difpatched by Bajazet to the
king. That fultan, who was continually watching
the behaviour of the knights with regard to his
brother, was not long without having an account
of the dcfigns of the pope, and the negotiations of
his minifters.. He loft no time in difpatching one
of his-principal officers to traverie their negotiatiop,
This embaffador, landing in Provence, notificd his
arrival immediately to the court, and fet out on
his road thither. But the king following his fa-
ther’s example, and fcrupling to give audience to
an iofidel, that minifter ftopped at Riez, purfuant
10 -an order he received by an exprefs meflenger,
K 3. and -
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and was obliged to tranfa& the affair by writing,
and fent the propofals which he was authorifed to
make up to court. .

Bajazet in his letter defired the king, that fultan
Zizim might be delivered into the hands of the mi-
nifter he fint, or at leaft that he would not fuffer
fhim to go out of his dominions: and in order to
engage him to comply with his requeft, by fome-
thing more valuable than gold or precious ftones,
. he offered him all the relics that the emperor Ma-

homet his father had found at the taking of Cone
ftantinople, and in the whole extent of his empire.
He added further, that he was a&tually in war with
the foldan of Egypt; that he hoped to drive him
foon out of Syria, Paleftine, and the kingdom of
Jerufalem ; and that if he fucceeded in his attempt,
he engaged to fet the laft of thofe crowns upon his
head, as being the moft potent prince that follow-
ed the law of the Mecdlias. :

Though the king was young, very couragious,
and fond of glory, yet he did not fuffer himfclf w0
be allured by this laft propofal. Moft of the chri-
ftian princes had beeo long before that difcouraged
from making thofe tedious voyages and pious expe-
ditions, which had coft their anceftors immenfe
fums, and the pureft blood of their nobility. They
had fcarce a better opinion of the relics that came
from the eaft after the plundering of Conftantiao-
ple ; and the Greeks had brought fuch a vaft num-
ber of fpurious ones among the Latins *, that the
moft fuperititious had quite loft all that cagerncfs

+ and refpeét which is due to the true ones only ; fo
that the miinifter of the porte was fent back, as Phi-
lip de Comines relatcs, without fecing the king, or
being able to obtain any thing from him: but on
the other fide, he fignified to 1the agents fent by
the pope and the order, that they might go when

+ @ Oblervations fur I'hit, d¢ Chailes VIIL, p. 586, edit, du lm;lm-
. . ' t C]
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they pleafed ; that he gave his confent: to their
lending prince Zizim into ltal; ; and fhould be ex~
teedingly pleafcd if the holy father could reap any
tonfiderable advantages from thence for the good
of religion. 3

This prince however, who had a fearet dcfign of
tarrying his arms one day into-the eaft, and falling
apon the Turks, did not give his confent, but up-
on condition that Zizim fhould be always kept un-
der a guard -of French knights, and that the pope
fhould oblige himfelf never to deliver him up to a-
ny other fovereign, without his privity and confent
under the foi feiture of ten thoufand ducats.

The unfortunate Zizim, after having come
from the eaft into Europe, and from Rhodes into
the midft of Auvergne, was now delivered up to
the pope’s agents, who carried him into Italy, and
arrived there without any obftacle : and the better
to difguife this change of flivery, they received
him with as much pomp and magnificence as they
would havethewn at the entry of a chriftian king.
The Cardinal of Angers, and Francifquin Cibo,
the pope’s natural fon, * but got before he entered
1nto0 holy orders, wentto meet him two miles from
lome, and complimented him in the pope’s name.
Doria, captain of the pope’s guards, waited for
him at the gate of the town, where the cavalcade
began, Some Turks that were Zizim’s fervants,
and never would quit him, were the firft that ap-
peared. Next came the pope’s guards, his light
borfe, his gentlemen, with thofe of the cardinals
8d nohility of Rome. ‘The feigrir de Faucon,
tmbaflador of France, heightened the fplendour of
the march by the pompoufuels of his equipage,
and 2 pumerous train of attendants in rich l:veries:
the vicomte de Monteil, the grand mafter’s bro-
ther, who had acquired fo much glory at the fiege
f Rhodes, marched immediately afier, abrealt
With Francifquin Cibo ; next advanced the Tm;ﬁ;
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ith prince, mounted on a prancing hotfe, and fol: |
lowed by the grand priar of Auvergne, and the
other knights appointed for his guard. 'The march
was clofed by the maiter of the pope’s chamber,
and a croud of Italian prelates of the pope’s court,
The Turkifh prince was conducted ‘into an apart-
ment of the Vatican prepared for him; and the
next day the embaffador of France and the grand
prior of Auvergne conducted him to an audience
of the pope. -

That prince, at” his coming into the apartment
where he was to have audience, faw the pope feat-
ed on his throne, attended by the cardinals and all
his court. . The prince faluted him atter the Turk-
ifh manaer; but all the entreaties the mafter of the
ceremonies employed, could not prevail upon him
to bow his knee, or embrace his teet, as chriftimn
princes do.. The pope however did not receive
him the lefs gracioufly on that account, Zzim
befought his proteétion with as ftatcly an air, asif
the pontiff had ftood in nced of his. Innocent an-
fwered bim with great mildnefs ; and he was after-
wards treated. with abundance of refpet, though
ftill guarded by the knights. . But as he faw a great
deal of company, and could eafier receive news out
of Afia, he thought himfeli lefs unhappy at Rome,
than in the tower of Bourgneuf.

The king of France, for certain private reafons,
interefted himfclf for the prefervation of Zizim.
That prince, who was young, powerful and ambi-
tious, aipired to the title of emperor. He had 2
mind to make ufe one day of Zizim, to get Con-
ftantinople, Romania, and the Moreca into his
hands. Andrew Paleologus, nephew to the laft
emperor Conftantine, had yiclded up to him all his
rights to that empire : and Albania, Greece, and
Romania, which had been but lately conquered by
Mahomet, and ftill peopled by Chriftians, begged
and implored his affiftance. ‘The king, in order

t0
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to fall upon thofe great provinces, had need of
fome ports in Italy, and in the kingdoms of the
wo Sicilies. His council made him fenfible of the
right he had to the crown of Naples. This right
vas founded on the will of Charles IV. king of Si-
ti'y and Jerufalem, nephew to king René, of the
houfe of Anjou, who had left his coufin Lewis XI.
heir to all his dominions and rights ; and after him
the Dauphin his fon, who was then upon the
tbrone, and ftiled Charles VIII. Here was a right
tlear enough indeed, which wanted nothing but &
lufficient force to render it valid. The king and
his council refolved, before they made an expedi-
tion into Greece, to undertake fiift this enterprize,
They were likewife encouraged to it by Lodowic
Sforza, regent of the dutchy of Milam, and a fe-
trteneny of the houfe of Arragon, a branch of
which had reigned at Naples near fixty years,

The [ralian Wwar was refolved on before any-
thing was to be undertaken on the fide of Greece.

owever, as the king ot France forefaw, -that Zi-
zim’s perfon would be very neceffary to him in this
laft expedition, he fent embafladors to pope Inno~
tent; and we find by their infiru&ions, that they
were ordered to put the pope 'in niind of the en-
gigements he had entered into with him in relati-
on to the grand {cignior’s brother, thatis, of his
never difpofing of him without his privity and cén.
feat: but thefe negotiations were interrupted by
the pope’s death, and Zizim, who, during his pon-
tificate, had found fome alleviation of his ill tor-
tune, was upon his death oppreffed with a new fe-
Ties of calamities.

Cardinal Roderigo de Borgia fuceeeded Innocent,.
by the name of Alexander V1. a pope, if we may
©ll him by that name, that bought the triple
trown, and the votes of feveral of his collegues.
with ready money ; and who, in order to re-im-
burfe himfelf the fums. he had laid out after his.

having

-~
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haviag got poflefli>n of it, beftowed no other re
ward upon thofe finonift than by difpatching them
by fword and poifon, or fending them into a tedi-
ous banithment. - During his pootificate, bifhop-
- ricks, benefices, ecclefiaftical dignities, difpenfati-
ons, the very adminiftration of the facraments, al
was venal. He fold by retail what he had bought
by the great, and employed the produce of itin
keeping his miftrefles: he was not afhamed to put
the purple, fo often dyed with the blood of mar
tyrs, upon feveral of his baftards, that were pol-
luted with all forts of crimes, and whom he ha
promoted to the dignity of cardinal.

The unfortunate Zizim being, by the prefent fi
tuation of .his circumftances, in his power; the iy
rant, in order to enable himfclf to difpofe ofhis li
‘berty and life as he.pleafed, took him out of the
haads of the knights, whom he difmifled, fu
him up in the caftle of St, Awgelo, and then fint
advice of it to the grand feignior,. who, throvgh
fear leaft he fhould fet him at liberty, engaged ©
pay him forty thoufand ducats annually : othes
fay that Alexander got at leaft fixty thoufand 3|

year from him,
" * Mean time, the king of France, fond of his firlt
defigns of conqueft, made extraordinary levics:
his army confifted of 3600 men of arms, 6000 ar*
chers, 6oco crofsbows, 8000 pikemen, and as md
ny mulquéteers, befides a. prodigious train ot art
lery. ‘All Italy trembled at the news of this for
midable armament. The pope, whom the cardi
nals in general defired to have depofed, wasini
fright at the bare noife of the march of the French:
but as-he was an able man, and a great politiciity
he turned his views towards Conftantiaople, 304
flattered himfelf, that if he was haid prefied by his|
encaies, he fhould be able, fo long as he was ma
fter of Zizim’s perfon, to get ftrong fuccours fron!

. Bujazeh



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 119

Bajaget, both in money and troops, to fuftain the
war againft the French.

It was with this view that he fecretly difpatched
inuncio, to acquaint him with the defigns and ar-
mament of Charles VIII. We fee in the
inftrudtions given this nuncio, whofe name 1494.
wis George Bozzarde, that he was diret-
¢dto téll the grand feignior, thatthe king of France
¥as advancing at the head of a formidable army to
tke fultan Gem or Zizim his brother out of his
bands, in order to make ufe of his help to dethrone
him; that as for himfelf, he was refolved, in con-
J&tion with the king of Naples his ally, to oppofe
lis enterprize, -and hinder him particularly from
uvncing near- Rome; but that he could not
Winkin war againft fo potent a prince without a
peedy fuccour, and that therefore he would ob-
B¢him, if he would pay him immediately the
for;y thoufand ducats that were due to him for the
Nantinance of the prince his brother. He adds,
& this infirudtion to his embaflador, tbat he

ould acquaint the grand feignior, that the ful-
i of Egypt, with whom his highnefs wasin war,
b fent” an embafludor to offer him immenfe

ms if he would deliver Prince Zizim into his
Yands: but that he had rejected this propofal, and
4t nothing fhould be able to detach him from
s interefts, )

_The pope, by this fubtle turn, and acquainting
bim with the foldan of Egypt’s offers, infinuated
Wihe grand feignior, that his brother was expofed
© fale, that the higheft bidder would carry it, and .
tat it depended on himfelf only to obtain the pre-
trence, Bajazet underfiood his ‘meaning well e-
Dough, and as be had no intereft fo prefling as that
o peting rid of his brother, we fee, by his letters
©the pope, that he begs him to difpatch himi out

Yhand, and by his death put an end to tct'ﬁi ::‘;
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eafinefs which would fet upon his fpirits as long
as he fhould be living. “ Holy father, fays het
< him, Zizim, as he is imprifoned, cannot be faid
¢ to live ; he does nothing but languifh; he is al-
¢¢ ready more than half dead. It would be doing
¢ him a good office to difpatch him outright, and
“ fend him to enjoy eternal reft in another world.”
Thus did that tyrant explain himfelf in writing to
another tyrant; and to make him abfolutely re-
folve upon the murder he propofed, he engages
himfelf by his letter, that as foon as he fhould
have made away with his enemy, to remit hin
three hundred thoufand ducats, which, fays he, he
may employ in purchafing confiderable manors and
lordfhips for his children. The pope, who never
valued the life of a man in any affuir wherein his
intereft was concerned,. readily agreed to the con-
ditions of the treaty. But as he got a tribute of
forty thoufand ducats every year that Ziz'm lived,
and alfo, by that means kepr Bajazet in awe, he
thought proper to dcfer the execution of this trea:
ty till he faw the faccefs of the enterprife of
ghartcs VIII. and whether that prince would %
powerful enough in Italy to take his prif@her from

him. L
But he was firangely furprifed to hear, that that
rince had already paflcd the Alps, and entercd
taly without meeting with zny obitacle or oppe:
.-fition. And indeed every thing fubmitted to him,
. fo that there was no occafion for fieges or battles.
Moft of the towns fent at a great diftance to meet
him, to prefent him their keys; and it was com
monly faid, that he had lefs need of captains than
harbingers for this great conqueft, to go, as was
wfual in France, and mark out with their chalk the
lodging he was to lic at. Thus that young prince,
who was a conqueror before he fo much as drew
his fword, came on to Rome, and to compleat bis
good fortune, as if the gates of Rome wcrchnot
I rge
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large enough to afford him a fuitable admittance
into the city, the very night of h% arrival there
tumbled down at leaft forty yards of the wall,
which being very old fell of themfclves, .
The pope, afraid of falling into the hands of
that prince, and of being profecuted as the chief
of the facred college, folicited he might be fhut up
in the caftle of St. Angelo. It was here that his .
paft iniquities prefented themfelves to his imagina-
tion, with all their black train of horrors. His in-
famous debauches, his fimony, his poionings, his
murders and his affaffinations pierced him to the
quick; The cardinals, who were witnefles as well
as enemies of his vices, the citizens of Rome, and
the French foldiers, all cricd out aloud, that it was
their duty to purge both the caith and the church
of fuch a monfter. Though he found himfelf in
this terrible fituation, and abandoned by every body,
Jethe did not abandon himfelf; and as he was
Immenfely rich, and had as much dexterity as mo-
ney, he oppofed the ftorm ; and whilf his enemies
looked uponr him as an undone man, he, by force
of prefents, and the promife of a cardinal’s hat
to briconnet the king’s minifter, gains him over
10 his intereft, and by his credit, moft of the young
prince’s favourites at the fame time: fo that this
great affir was turned ioto a negotiation, and of a
criminisl was made a civil caufe. No more men-
ion was made of the crimes of Alexander; all
that was naw aimed.at was to get him over from
the party of the hoaufe of Arragon. He promifed
tvery thing they could defire of him, refolving to
keep his promifes no longer than a {uperior power
fhould force him to it. Thus the treaty was foon
Cncduded : be engaged to adhere inviolably for
the future to the interefts of France; and for a
Pledge of his word, gave his {fon the cardinal of
orgia or of Valence in hoftage; the fame who
¥as afierwards called the duke of Valentinois, the
Vou, IIL L hero
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hero of Machiavel, and who was the moft profli
%ate man then living, had his father not been alive.

v this treaty he was obliged to follow the king to
the war for four months, in qualiiy of an hoftage.
And in order not to fully the honour of the pur-
ple, his father invefted him with the dignity of le-
gate of the holy fee : but what was ftjll a greater
mortification to him than to fee his fon follow the
baaner of France, was his being obliged to deliver
Zizim up to the king. We fee, by the treaty made
on this cccafion, that that prince, after the expedic
tion of Naples, had bound himfelf to fend hin
back to Rome to the pope; and in the mean time
the king was to get him a difcharge from the grand
mafter and council of the order, in the fame man-
ner as he had given them, whea he received Zizim
from them; he was likeways, fo long as the Tur
kith prinee lived, to have the forty thoufand ducau
to himfelf, which the fultan paid for his fubfiftence;
all of them.conditions which he ftipulated with fo
much care, with a view only.of fcreening his wick:
ed intentions, For this blsody wretch, in order to
keep his promife to the Turk, and clude that.which
he bhad given to ‘the king, caufed Zizim * 1w be
poifoned befare he delivered him up.; fo that the
qunfortunate prince ended his days the -moment he
came up' with the king at Terracina. 'The hafty
flight of the pope’s fon by night, whom the dark-
nefs of it favoured to make his efcape, pointed out
the perfidious authors of this murder,

The fatal news foon came to Rhodes, andit
ftruck the grand mafter with horror and aftonith-
ment. He reproached himf{:lf, and that perhaps
juftly too, for having delivered® up to Innocent
VL. a prince that had put himfelf into the hands

* Peiftiringnat nonnulli Venetos Turcico corruptos auro operamt
dedifle, ut vencno Zizimus necaretur ; alii autem Alexandrum pos-
tificem carpunt, qui Zizimum lento tabo infe@um, Gallo regi i
diderit, Ralnaldi Annales Ecclefialt, asno, 1495, ¢
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oi the order in confidence of their fafe condudt,
and who, though he had thrown himftlf as a cap-
tive into Rhodes, could never in that cafe have
beea treated otherways than as a p-ifoncr of war.
That which encreafled the grand mafler’s grief wus,
that he was obliged to diffemblc it, and was not al-
lowed to take the vengeance due to fo horrible a
aime. In this great perplexity, the grand prior of.
A_uverﬁnc his nephew brought him letters from the
king of France, defiring him to come to him, thut-
they might confult together abeut the defign he
had formed of invading Greece, and falling upon
the dominions of the grand fignior. -

This young prince, whom fortune feemed to
tondu&t- by the hand, had juft made himf{elf mafter
¢f the kingdom of Naples, which young Ferdi-
rad had abandoned to him. The eafinels Lis
fornd in gaining conquefts which nobody difputed
vith him, made him tancy he fhould have the fyme
fuccefs againft the Turks. . This was the occafion
of his letter:-to the grand mafter, which was wrote
In terms equally civil and urgent.  The king told
Im in a -very obliging manner, that he had made
thoice of him, as onc of the greateft caprains of
the age, to be his guide in that holy enterprife,

ut the grand mafter was not ta be dazzled by thefe
tncomiums, much lefs by a proj:€t thit was more
pompous. than folid This vcnerable old man,
though he refided in his palace, kept neverthil.fs
fecret intelligences in all the courts of the chriftian
Princes, and cven in the feraglio of the grand fig-
nior. He was affured that this prince, now free
from the uneafinefs that his brother had occafion-
¢d him as long as ke lived, was then making a
powerful armament; and that it was by no means
Prudent for the grand mafter to leave Rhodes and
the ifles of the order in fuch a junéture. But what
prevailed more than any thing elfe to prevent his -
going, was, that he had ceriain advices from fcvci

L2 . vak-.
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ral places, that the king, fur fiom being in 2 cow
dition to pufs into the Levant, would be very hap:
py if he could get back into France; that the ar.
my which he had led into Italy was confiderably
kflened, by the garrifons he had been forced o
put into different places, by ficknefs, and efpecially
by the excefles which his foldiers had fallen into.
That there was moreover a powerful league formed
againft that prince, the pope having been the prin-
cipal inftrument in promoting it ; that Bajazer had,
at the pontift's folicitation, fent an embaffador to
Venice, to threaten thofe republicans with a bloody
war, if they did not declare themf{elves immediatly
againft the king of France; that they had entered
the more freely into the league, becaufe they did
not care to have fo potent a prince for their neigh-
bour : that there Bailo was the very perfon who
had given the grand feignior the firft account of
thé death of the unfortunate Zizim; and that in
order to gratify the-Turks, they had caufed the
archbifhop of Durazzo to be feized, who, in order |
to facilitate the conquefts of Cbarles the eighth,
had held fecret intelligences with the Grecks of
lllyria, a people that had but lately been broughe
under the fubjetion of the porte ; 2nd that thofc
republican -politicians had fent all the papers and
writings of that prelate to the fultan,

Thefe advices informed him farther, that the em-
peror Maximilian I. Ferdinand king of Spain, Fer-
dinand the dethroned king of Naples, Lodowic the
duke or ufurper of Milan, the marquefs of Man-
tua, and feveral other petty princes of ltaly, were
attually treating at Venice, and they pretended that
the league was figned the laft day of March. The
grand mafter fent the chevalier de Blanchefort back
to the king, to communicate thefe advices to him,
which the event fhewed to be but too well founded. -
All thele princes took up arms, and their army
confifted of 20,000 foot and 34,000 Korfe. Th

¢
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The king faw plainly, that he muft be forced oa :

this occafion to lay afide the enterprife of the Le-

vant: all his thoughts were bent on going to raife -

new forces in France : he marched that wey with
the remains of the army that he. brought from

-

thence. The enemy, who made near fixty -thou-

{ind men -oppbfed his paflage ; they came to an-en-

gigement. ‘The allies, though, fuperior in number,- .

yet differing in opinion; and not being- well united
among themfelves, advanced indeed bravely to the

battle, but after the firft charge, moft of them -
wheeled about and retired. One would have -
thought, that they were.come only to make a tour-- -

mament; and the ftradiots, a body of light borfe -
in the Venetian fervice, falling upoa the baggage,- -

which was purpofely left for them, as a bait to fur-~

vith them with fome employment, the king, at the -

head of his gentry and men of. arms, opened him-

fe'fa paflage fword in hand, and advanced forward -
vith the lofs only of thirty or forty of his foldiers,

afier killing three thoufand five hundred. of the
enemy; in which pumber were Rodolph uncle to the
maiquefs of Mantua, and three other. princes of the’
;lax:jlc of Gonzaga, togesher with eightcen Italian
ords,

Charles VHII. returned into his own dominions™ :

¥ith more glory than advantage. He loft the

ingdom of Naples by his retreat ; and as the grand :

mafter had forefeen, there was no more talk in
France of the voyage beyond fea, or of the con-

queft of Conftantinople. The pope dclivered from- -
his fear of the king’s forces, and being no longer
under apprehenfions of any profecution from .hat -
prince, who was fcandalized at his wicked life and - .
infamous aétions, kept no meafures at all after the -

French army had repaficd the mountains, but re-
lapfed into his former diforders. -
The knights of Khodes were not fafe from the

oppreflion of his government. This pontiff, with- .
out any regard to the privileges of the order, and -
L3 though
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though he could not bat be fenfible of the fervices
that the knights were continually doing to Chriften-
dom, he yet pretended to be abfolute mafter of all
the dignities and commandries of the otrder; and
the priory of Catalonia with the commandry of

" Nouvelles falling vacant, he beftowed them on

1.ewis Borgia his nephew, though the grand mafter
‘had difpofe®™of them before to brother Francis
Boflolx, a Catalan by birth, and ohe of the moft
illuftrious knights of the language of Arragon,
Such a notorious invafion of their privileges oce

. cafioned great complaints throughout the order.

They wrote about it by their embafladors to Ferdi-
nand, at that time king of Arragon and Caftile.
This prince, who in his wars againft the Moors of
Granada had found no fuccour fo furely to be de
pended on as thofe of the Spanith knights, entered
into their juft refentment. He affured the grand
matfter, that he would openly fupport the nominz-
tion he had made of the chevalier Boffoix, and tha,
fo long as he lived, he would never fuffer any com-
mandry to be difpofed of to his prejudice, aod con:
trary to the rights of the order. This prince wrote
at the fame time to the pope, and reprefented to
bim, that there was no ftate in all Chriftendon
but had the inftitution and bravery of that noble
order in fingular veneration ; that thofe illuftrious
Enights were the ftanding protetors of all the
chriftian nations that failed in the Mediterranean;
“that ever fince the foundation of the order, thef
had always ferved as a convoy to pilgrims that went
out of devotion to vifit the holy land and the fepu:
chre of the Saviour of mankind ; that fince the io-
creafe of their power by the conqueft of the ifle of
Rhodes, they made no ufe of their forces, as his
holinefs well knew, but only to fuccour chriftiaa
princes againft the infidels; that they fpent their
revenues, their blood, and their lives, in that fer-

- vice ; that the order ‘was daily lofing fome of it

braveft knights in thofe holy wars, and that vferf
: e
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few of them cams? off without wounds ; that it was
in contideration, and by way of acknowledgement
for thefe important fervices, that moft of the fove-
reigns of Chrifteadom had given fo ufeful an order
to the eftites of which the commandries were com-
poled, and that there was not one of them but be-
held with concern the attempts that were making
to alter this difpofition ; that they themfelves would
rot fit tamely down, whilft. the poficffions which
their predeecflors had acquired fo juftly, «nd by fo
many dangers and fatigues, were alienating from
them, and were giving away to ftrangers; and that,
after all, there was no depriving them of their
right, without damping their zeal, leffening the
forces that they kept at fea, and abandoning all
the Chriftians that fhould undertake any voyages
by fea, as a prey to barbarians and infidels.

'The pope fubmitted-to the arguments, or rather
anthority of the king of Arragon and Caflile. That
pontiff was very fenfible, that, amidft the complaints
of the Spanifh knights, fome inveflives had been
dropped againft his intimacy and his correfpond-
ence with the great Turk, He was obliged in ho-
nour t6 wipe off the fiains that the poifoning of
Zizim had thrown upon him. In order therefore-
to filente reports fo very prejudicial to his réfma-
tion, he propofed, by his nuncios to moft of the
chriftian princes, the forming a powerful league
agaioft the infidels. He declared publicly, that he
himfelf would be the head of it; and, to impofe
on fuch as might call in queftion the fincerity of
his intentions, he namned the grand mafter of
Rhodes for generalifimo of the chriftian army.
Such a choice detetmined moft of the fovereigns of
Europe to take up arms. The emperor Maximilian,
Lewis XII. king of France, thofe of Caftile, Por-
tugal, and Hungary, the Venetians, and moft of:
the Iralian princes, cntered into the league. The
pope feat the news of it toRhodes: he required :lhe

order
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order to maintain four gallies and four other veficls
well equipped for its quota during the war, pro-
mifing at the fame time to furnifh fifteen for his
part, and took notice, in a particular letter which
he fent to the grand mafter, that the bithop of
Trivoli, his nuncio, was actually fining them out
in the port of Venice.

However pofitive this promife might be, the
grand mafter, who knew the pope’s deccitful mind,
was very loath to depend wpon it, and was fo tho-
roughly perfuaded of the certainty of his conjec-
tures on this head, that he would have refufed the
poft of general, if the council of the order had not
reprefented to him, that there were certain con-

jun&tures in which fomething muft neceflarily be
" left to chance ; that they had indeed but too much
reafon to apprchend, that the pope, notwithftand-
ing this great oftentation of zcal which he affeéted
to thew, ftill kept up fecret intelligences with the
porte-; but that in a crufade and a general war uo-
dertaken againft the infidels, the order was not at
liberty to li€ by in a ftate of indolence, which would
caft a ftain on the bravery of the knights; and that
they ought always to be the firft to take up arms,
and the laft to lay them down,

The grand mafter was very fenfible, that on fuch
occafions there is no keeping exatly to the rules
and ditates of prudence : and a very obligiog letter,
which he received at the fame time from Lewis XII.
king of France, determined him entirely. This
prince, who was an excellent judge of merit, after
giving juft eulogiums to the valour and experience
of the grand mafter, told him, that he was fending
feveral veflels well equipped, and provided with
land-forces on board, into the Mediterranean ; that
Philip de Cleves-Raveftein commanded this liule
fleet, and was exprefsly injoined by his inftruétions
to obey him, and do nothing without his orders.
The grand mafter and e council, ip order tofan-
. wer
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fiver in a fuirable manner to the great expetations
all Chriftendo.n had from the order, made extra-
ordinary efforts, and put to fea a confiderable fleet,
compofed of veflels with high decks, gallies, gal-
liots, and barks, well provided. All thefe veﬁ'cls-
lay at anchor, and waited for the coming of the
pope’s gallics and Freach veflels under Raveftein’s
commend. But this officer, far from oblerving
the king his mafter’s inftra&tions, and in hopes of
§euing the whole honour of the ¢ampaign to him-
clf, went firft, without confulting the grand ma-
fter, and befieged the capital of the ifle of Mitylene..
The Venetians were at fea with thirty gallies,
They were continually expecting thofe of the pope;-
and Raveftein flattered himfelf, that with that fuc-
cour he fhould have the glory of this ¢onqueft..
But it was not long before he found that the enter-
prife exceeded his ftrength. The place was fortified
with ftrong baftions, and was defended by a nume-
rous garrifon, confifting chiefly of janizaries. More-
over, thie French general had not troops to inveft:
it round, and the | urks were every moment throw--
ing néw fuccours iato it. Ravéltein, after lofing
abundance of men in feveral attacks, was obliged to
raife the ficge; and, pretending thac the feafon
was too far advanced, he returned dirc&tly for the
coafts of France. The Venctian general wrote the
grand mafter word, that the French had attempred
and atterwards raifed the fiege ot Mitylene without
his privity and confent ; adding, that there was no
depending on the fificen gallies of the pope, that
were fo many caftles in the air ; that he kozw only
of two, which the duke of Valsntinois his {fon was'
employing at that time againft the prince of Pioms
bino, and that they had no notion at all in ltaly of
the pontiff’s taking up arms againft the Turks. Ne-
verchelefs the league fubfifted fome time longér,
during which the Chriftians took the iflands of Sr..
Maure from the infidels, whichwas the only bc!:;ﬁt
¢y
’
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they reaped from this-union of the chriftian princes:
The war that broke:out between. the French and
Spaniards in the kingdom of Naples deftroyed it
entirely ; and the pope, inftead of intervening to
reconcile thnfe two powers, did all he could to fo-
ment their divifions. The Venetians, deferted by
the principal of their allies, made a feparate peact
with the Turk. Ladiflaus, king of Hungary, co-
tered into a like treaty with Bajazet, and none ftood
out but the knights of Rhodes, who, without ha
ving the leaft fuccour from the pope and the other
princes of Europe, continued the war againft the
Turks with the fingle forces of the order.

Their gallies were then at fea, and met off the
coafts of Syria and Egypt a fleet of Tuikith and
Sarazen fhips, bound from Alexandria, where they
hiad been richly laden with merchandize, to Con-
flantinople. The chevalier de Villaragut, caftellaa
of Empofta, commanded this fquadron : he attack-
ed and beat the convoy of this rich fleet, which he
fcized on, and brought into the port of Rhodes
The prize indeed was confiderable, but not fuffici-
ent to remove the grand mafter’s concern for the
indifference and negligence of his allics. He em-
ployed every method, and ufed the moft preffing
inftances, but to no purpofe, ia order to give new
lite to tbe lexgue, and. engage the pope to keep his
word the following campaign.. That pontiff, who
had fufficiently re-eftablifhed his reputation in ha
ving formeéd a league, employed his thoughts only
on the making a great provifion for Czfar Borgia
his favourite fon. He was for making that baftard
a fovereign prince, and raifing his fortuae upon the
ruins of the firft houfts of Italy..

The other princes: of the alliance were in like
manner entirely taken up with their own private io-
terefts. The grand mafter feeing no room to ex-
pect any thing for the advantage of Chriftendom
under {uch a pontificate, waited for a change, and

in
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n the mean time turned all his care to regulate the
:onftitution of his ftate, and the manners of his
cnights and people. A
By an edi&t of the council be banithed the Jews
out of the iflc of Rhodes, and all the territories of
the order in which they had beea fettled for feveral
iges. 'The hereditary averfion of that people for
‘he adorable perfon of Jefus Chrift, made them o~ °
lious to the grand .mafter. Befides, they ruined
the fubje&s of the order by their exceffive ufury,
ind were accufed likewife of a certain kind of traf-
fick that was ftill more bafe and infamous,
From the fame motive of picty, and the fame
fpirit of religion, the grand mafter made fevere or-
dinances againft blafphemers, and extended them
afterwards againft the luxury of fome knights that
went too fine and gaudy in' their apparel.  This
worthy head of an order, holy in its inftitution, be-
ing as regular a religious as he was a great captain,
ordered all his knights, agrecable to what had al-.
ways been pra&tifed in the order, to wear no clothes
but what were plain, uniform, of one colour, and
without any of thofe vain embcllitbments, the re-
fult of pride and ambition : andif any one dared to
infringe that ftatute, he was condemned to under-
go the difcipline for two days, and faft for feven,
and his cloaths were confifcated for the benefit of
the poor. Allthe old commanders and the moft zea-
lousamong the knights highly commended the grand
mafter for this wif¢ regularion. From that moment
there were no more to be feen any ftuffs of differ-
ent colours, embrbideries, rich furs, orany fort of
vain equipage unfuitable to a fet of religious perfors
who had made the folemn vow of poverty at the
altar, Indeed what could one think to fec thefe re-
ligious drefltd up like fo many women, and perhaps
with a view only of feducing them, and t0 have no-
thing of their profeflion about them but a bare
crofs, which they would pot have worn acither, had
: it
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it not ferved for a title to the claim they laid to the
sevenues of the order ? It was a happy circom
ftance indeed, that at the fame time that they re
fumed the modeft habit of their profeflian, they
refumed likewife the {pirit of it; and the orderz
gain found a fet of holy religious in the perfon o
its brave knights.:
" Whilit the grand mafter was employing himfelf
fo worthily in maintaining a regular difcipline in
kis order, one would have thought that the pope
had confpired its ruin. That poniiff, ever %recdy
of wealth, and above all things fond of defporick
power, beftowed the richeft dignities of the ordr
upan his relations and fecular perfons; and diipof
ed of them without the privity of the grand matfter,
without the leaft regard for the nature of the pof-
feflions which belonged to an independent and fo-
vereign body, and in violation of all the rights and
privileges of the order. This unjuft and -viokot
proceeding afft:é&ted the grand mafter in a very feor
fible manner. He¢ wrote about it to the pope in v
1y firong terms, fuch as a trae zeal is apt 1o in-
fpire; but all the anfwer he had was a continuation
of the fame injuftice ;- and he had an account, that
even after his remonfirances, Alexander had pro-
mifed the grand priory of Caftile to Don Hcoryde
Toledo. ‘Lhis news threw the grand mafier into?
melancholy which ended at laft in a ficknefs that
proved mortal to him. 'T'he generous old man, 2
‘fincere lover of his order, of whofe merit and ule-
fulne’s he was thoroughly perfuaded, could 2ot
“get the better ¢f his gricf. His indilpofition be:
caaie infenfibly too firong for all the remedies of
phyfic. He funk under it without lofing any thing
of his ordinary refolution, aad faw death fteal vpr
on his bed with the fame intrepidity that he had 0
often ftared it in the face in war amidft the moft
terrible dangers. 'Thus died, at above eighty years
of age, Peter d’Aubuflon, grand mafier of the gr-
N 4 . ef |
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der of St. John of Jerufalem, one of the greateft
captains of his age: a man revered by all the
princes that lived in his time, the darling and de-
light of his knights, the father of the poor, the re-
deemer of Rhodes, the fword and buckler of Chri-
fteadom, and as eminently diftinguithed by his un-
feigned picty as by his fingular, valour. '

His birth was illuftrious ; he was fprung of one of
the moft noble and moft ancient houfes of France,
the original of which is not to be traced in the ob-
feurity of the firft ages of that monarchy, About
the year 887 as Aimar de Chabanois relates, a no-
bleman of the name of Aubuffon was made a vif-
count in the province of Limoufin by king Eudes.
e fame hiftorian; who livedin 1029, in order to
fet off the birth of T urpin bithop ot Limoges, fuys,
that he was uncle to Robert Vifcount d’Aubufivn,
Buthow illuftrious foever the grand mafter’s an-
ceflors were, he gloried chicfly in fuch of them as
had fignalized themfelves in the wars of the Holy

and. It was to copy after their example that he
devoted him felf ro the defence of Chriftians, by en-
tering into the order, and fighting under the ban-
ner of St. John; we have now feen in the hiftory
of his life that he was as ferviceable to them, as he
was terrible to the infidels. The order, after his
death, inherited his eftate ; but we may fay with
Juftice, that the moft valuable treafure he left was
the remembrance of his glory and the example of

.

his virtucs, :

Vor. III. M ‘BOOK
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B O O K VIIIL

HOUGH all grand mafters are mortal, we
may fay that the order of St. John is immor-
tal, and that fuch a kind of republican govern-
ment, . founded upon invariable - laws, and always
~étuated by a wife council, may lofe its head, or
fome of its members, without lofing any thiog of
its folidity. Let whatever will happen, it is always
the fame fpirit that reigns in it : the hiftory of the
grand mafter d’Auobuffon furnifhes us 2
1503, great example of it The order was not
A fenfible of his lofs, by reafon of the wifdom
and zeal of his fucceffor. This fuc
EMERI ceflar was brather Emeri d’Amboile,
»’AMBOISE. of an ancient and yery noble houofe,
* which was at that time particularly
famous by the famous George d’ Amboife, brother
to the grand mafter, archbithop of Rouen, cardi
pal and legate of the boly fee, and firft minifter of
France, :

The new grand mafter was in that kingdom,
when the chevalicr de Gaverfton, by order of the
council, brought him the infirument of his eledi:
on. This knight was ordered to reprefent to him
what need the order had of the king of France's
good offices with the pope, whao continued, con-
trary to their rights and privileges, to put his crea
tures into all the commandries that fell vacantin
the language of Italy. They complained likewift,
that by his grant of expeétative favours, he antici-
pated upon the vacant ones ; and that for an incon-
fiderable fum of money, he not only exempted the
‘knights from their refidence at Rhodes, which was
{o neceflary at that time in order to acquire and
preferve a right of feniority ; but alfo difpenfed
with feveral from taking on them the vows of :lhc

- ) Qr er
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erder, a practice which wasentirely unpreccdented.
Every thing was venal in the court of this avaricions
pope ; no body, even in his own territorics, coul |
be rich with fafety ; and when he wanted pretencas
10 fcize on other people’s eftates, he kept a fet of
poifoners in his pay, who by their abominable ar,
made the richeft commandries and the firft digniti:s
of the church vacant whenever he pleafed.

It feemed firange that in fo holy a poft God
fhould fo long fuffer a monfter that dithonoured it :
but if his juftice was flow, it was not the lefs feveie
upon that account: and this- poatiff perithed by
the ordinary iaftrument of his crueltiies : for his
lag crime proved fatal to himfelf,

The pope and his fon had long hankered after,
and grafped already in their hopes, the inheritance
of the great eftate of cardinal Adrian Cornetto,

who pafled for the richeft of all the cardinals in
ready money : but as the old man lived 100 long
for their withes, they refolved to poiton him. 'Lie
pope invited him to an cntertsianient in a country
houfe near Rome: the poifva was prepared in a
botle of wine, which was o be filled out to no bo-
dy but the cardinal. But the pepe and the duks
of Valentinois coming to the garden b.fore him,
2nd finding themiclves thirlly, called for dritk, and
the butler, who was let into the fecret of the bo:le,
happening not to be there at that moment, anoher
fervant filled them wine out of the poifoned botile,
which they drank off.  Alexander being old, could
not refift cthe violence of the poi‘on, what remedics
fozver they applied ®.  'T'bus dicd pope Alexander
VL, *¢ whofc public debaucheries, fays P, Daniel -
*in his hiitory of France, trcacherics, boundicfs
‘ ambition, infatiable avarice, cruelty and irreligir
‘ on, made him the odium of all Europe, in a
* poft to which nonc ought to be raifed but by the

¥ 1 Edit.t. 2. p. 2721, .
Ma . _ stpradlice
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¢ prallice of virtues, the very oppofite of his abor
¢ minable vices *.

The duke of Valentinois being of a ffronger con-
ftitution; efcaped indeed by the, help of various re-
medics, from dying outright; but ever after this
terrible accident, he lived but in a ftate of languith-
ment ; and afterwards loft his life in attempting to
reconnoitre a {mall place that he had befieged.

‘Thus were the church in general, and the order
of St. John in particular, delivered from two ty-
rants, who by their wicked example, and their un-
juft government, feemed to have confpired their
ruin. The grand mafter hearing of their death,
and thinking himfelf no longer neceflary in the
court of France, prepared w fet out for Rhodes,
whercupon he took leave of the king. That prince
gave him the utmoft demonftrations of kindnels,
made him a prefent of a piece of the truc crofs and
gave him at the fame time, as a teftimony of the e
{teem he had of his valour, the fword that king 5t.
Lewis wore in bis wars beyond fea; a' prefent very
fuitable to the head of an order who was animated
with the fame fpirit as that holy king. The grand
mafter, before his fetting out, went to the parlia-
ment, ‘F'he courts were then aflembled in order 0
ve1ify the bulls relating to the legatine faculties of
cardinal &’ Amboife his brother. He told that au-
guft aflembly, that he would not fet out for his
own territories without taking leave of that court,
to which he affured in general, as likewife to every
particular member of it, that he would do them 2l
the good offices that lay in his power,

The grand mafter had a profperous voyage, and
arrived without any obflacle at Rhodes, and came
to an anchor by the mole of St. Nicholas, He

® Hifloria arcana ;-five de vita Alexandri VI, papz; feu excenptt
ex diario Johannis Burchardi Argentinenfis capellz Alexandii VI
paree clerici ceremoriaum magiftii, | Edita a Godefr, Gu Lelm.

Y aibnigios
was |
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was received with all the ufval ceremonies on fuch
occafions ; and in order to get a true information
of the condition of the whole body of the order,
De called a general chapter.  Several regulations
were made in it, for the fupporting of difcipline,
and for fettling a good order in the adminiftration
of the revenue ; -and it was highly necefliry to take
proper meafures to prevent the-ill defigns of the
Turks and Sarazens.. Bajazetand the{eldan of E-
gypt being exalperated againft the knights, who
were mafters of the fea, 1o all parts of the Levaat,.
had fecretly made a league together to deftroy a
ower which ruined the commerce of their fubjeéts.

The grand feignior being now freed from the ine-
quictude that his brother’s life had before given
him, could hot forgive the knights for receiving 2
fon of that unfortunate prince into their iflind,
He was called Amurath, who not fancying himfelf
{ife in the foldan’s dominions, had taken refuge
at Rhodes.  Bajazet, .by of revenge, had given or-
ders to all the corfairs that failed under his banner,
to make defcents in all the ifles that owned the
grand mafter as their fovereign. The foldan tod
bad'agreed to raife a ftrong army to lay fiege to
Rhodes ;- but as there was no wood in his domini-
ons to build fhips, the grand feignior lent him fouy
gallies well equipped, and allowed that prince’s
embaflador to purchafe feveral merchant fhips in
the port of Conftantinople : thefe the embaflador
laded with timber, iron, fails; apd all other necef~
fary rigging, befides this fuccour, "that minifter ob-
tained leave of the grand feignior for the foldan his
mafter to cut down timber in the forefts about
mount Negro, and along the gulph of Ajazzo;
this gulph is well known to Cilicia and Syria toge-
ther, Thefe preparations were not intended only
for the war ot khodes. The foldan, whofe name
was Campfon Gauri, defigned part of them againft
the Portuguefe, who were grown formidable along
: M3 the
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the coafts of the Red-fea, and over all the eaft.
They were to carry this timber all ready framed to
the port of Alexandria, from when they tranfport-

ed it upon camels to Sucz, a fmall town
1505. feated on the edge of the Red-fea, * near

the place where the Ifraelites had former
ly croficd as on dry land, wpder the condué of
Mofes. e A

"Emanuel, king of Portugal, one of the greateft
kings of that nation, was then making war upon
Naubeadarin king of Calecut : -the fpice trade had
drawn the Portuguefe into his territories, which lic
along the coaft of Malabar, in the peninfula on
this fide Ganges. This was the place where the
Portuguefe landed when they difcovered the Eaft-
Indies. They were at firft received by the people
with great humanity ; but afterwards abufing their
good nature,  and attempting to make themfelves
mafters of the country, they were driven out ofit.
The Portuguefe returned thither with powerful
fleets. The king of the country, not having for-
-ces enough to make head again(t thefe foreigaers,
applied to<he foldan of Egypt for fuccour: and in
arder to engage him in his defence, reprefented to
him by his emb.ffador, that the Portuguefe feemed
to have a defign to conquer the eaft, and deftroy
the holy law of the prophet; and that thofe Euro-
“peans were likely to extend their conquefts as far
as the plices which true Muflulmen have §n the
greate(t veneration. And the better to excite the
zeal and indignation of that prince, he engaged the
king of Aden, who having the honour to bt of the
race of Miahomet, bears, on thataccount, a diftio-
guithed rark among the kings.of Arabia, to dif
patch likewi'e an emb.flador 1o him to make the
fame remonftrarces. - *

Campfon, who, among other titles, affumed
that of prote&tor of Mecca, aflured them of ftrong
fuccours; and was likewife folicited to it ux;ldcr&

' an
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hand by the Venctians, who were jealous of the
commerce carried on by the Portuguefe in the caft,
and had fent an embaflador to the foldan. This
embaflador brought feveral workmen zlong wida
him, fome to caft artiklery, others to work in the
building of wveflels; but who were particulare
ly to be employed in building gallies, vefltls abfo-
lutely neceflary in the port of Suez, which had
not a bottom fafe enough for great vefltls to
ride in. N
This was the occafion of Campfon’s defiring leave
of Bajazet to fupply himfelf with timber out of the
forefts of Cicilia. Whilft his artificers were em-
ployed in thefe kinds of work, the grand Secignior
put to fea a fleet confifting of a great number of
galiots, flutes, and other forts of vefltls, with a bo-
dy of land forces on board, under the command
of a famous corfair called Camali, to whom the
reft of the corfuirs had ioinied themfelves in this ex-
pedition, and who had all of them orders, as we
bave faid, to make defcents on the ifles belonging
to the knights, and deftroy all with fire and fword.
But they were prevented by the care and vigilance
of the grand mafter : feveral detachments ot caval-
1y, with the braveft knights at their head, were
pofted along the coaft of the ifle of Rhodes to guard
it; fo that the corfairs attempting to make a de-
fcent, the troops which they put on fhore were
furrounded by the Rhodians as foon as they ad-
vanced into the ¢ountry. The greateft part of
them were cut to pieces, and Camali gathering to-
gether as many as he could of thofe that efcaped
the fword of the koights, fet fail again, and- fell-
upon the ifles of Simia, “Tilo, and Niflaro, but
with no better fuccefs than he had at Rhodes. He
was in hopes however of repairing thefe mifcar-
riages by the conqueft of the ifle of Lango; in this -
view he ftood away for that coaft, and was not-far
from it when he was informeg that the grand ;rtxa-
er
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fter had put a confiderable body of knights in ity
under the commaand of brother Raimond de_Balag-
ner, an old knight, dreaded over all thofe feas for
his valour and expericnce. .

All'this expedition ended in a defcent on theifle
of Lero, which docs not fo much deferve the name
of an ifland, as of a rock or fhelf ; Camali landed
500 Turks, that began to batter the caftle with all
the cannon of their veflcls, L

The governor of this little place was an old

knight, of the language of Italy, who be-
5006, ing extremcly ill at that time, left the care

of difending it to a young knight of Pied-
mont, fcarce cighteen years old,, Paul Simeoni by
-name. This younF knight having no garrifon ncr
foldiers, but only fome poor inhabitants that culii-
vated the leaft rocky plices of the ifle, put a good
face upon the matter, and fired brifky on the iof-
dels that battered the place ; but as their artillery
had beat down a great pannel of the wall of bis
caftle, he, to intimidate the enemy, and prevent
their making an aflault, drefled the inhabitants of
the ifland, and alfo their wives, in the habit of
knights, with the white crofs: this new militia, by
his orders, lined the breach in- great numbers.
"The Turks taking them to be really knights, and
imagining that they were a re-inforcement which
had been fent on the noile of their cannon, and
landed in the ifle by night, raifed the fiege with
precipitation, for fear of being furprifed by the
gallics of tLe order, which owed the prefervation
of this fort to the refolution and addrefs of young
"Simeoni. i

The foldan of Egypt, purfuant to the treay
which he bad made with Bajazet, had fent feven
flutes into thofe feas ; which are a fort of long vef-
fels with a low deck, and provided with oars as
well as fails, Thefe. flures had land forces on
board, and the cosnmodorc’s defign was to make

. S
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an attempt on the ifle of Lango. Two of thefe
veflzls, that were a fort of van 10 the reft, advan-
cinga good way before them in order to reconnoitre,
were dilcovered by the centinels of the caftle. The
governcr immediately ordered two -gallieg to fail
out of the port, whv, after having put out to fea,
turned back upon the flutes, ‘and cut off their re-
treat,  The Saracens not thinking themfelves
ftrong enough to fight them, and not able to get
back to their fquadron, made for the coaft of Lan-
g0, ran_their fhips aground, got en fhore, fled.
and hid themfelves in the ifland. The knights
koowing they could not efcape being taken, loft no
time in purfuing them, but towed off the two flutes,.
put chriftian foldiers and feamen on board them,

with two knights, that got into the fame courfe .

which the infidels had held before. The other five
flutes that came quictly on, fecing the two others
that preceded them, came up with them without
miftrufting any thing ; but they were firangely fur-
prifed to fee themlclves attacked: they were ftill
more fo, when they faw thie two gallies of the or-
der appear from,behind a cape of the ifland, and
lay them aboard. The infidels, after a fmart at-
tack, were forced to firike, and were all made
flaves in the gallies, as well as thofe that had fled to
the ifland,. where they were foon difcovered and
taken prifoners.

This little advantage was fucceeded by an enter-
Prize much more confiderable, that was ex-
ecuted by one of the veffels of the order. 1507,
There went every year from AleXandria a
greag carack laden with filks, fpices, and all forts of
merchandize, which the foldan’s fubjcéts brought
from the Indies by the way of the Red-fea, and
were carricd in this veflel from Egypt into Africa,
and to. Tunis, and up as far as Conftantinople.
This fhip was of fo extraordinary a bulk, that they
fay the top of the higheft maft of the largeft gallics

S was
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was not near the height of the prow of this prodi-
gious machine. Six men were fcarce able to clafp
the maft about. This veffel had feven ftories, two
of which were lower than the furface of the water:
it was able to carry, befides its freight, and the
merchants and feamen neceflary for the working
and f.iling of it, a thoufand foldiers for its defence;
it was a fort of floating, caftle, mounted with abore
an hundr.d picees of cannon: the Sarazens called
this carack the queen of the fea : the knights, du-
1ing the government of Aubuffon, had attempted
feveral times to come up with it and attack it, but
never could carry their point. ‘The order was mort
lucky under his fucceffor.. Advice being brought
that it was at fea, the grand mafter ordered the
chevalier de Gaflineau, commander of Limoges, ©
80 on board the admiral galley of the order, and
endeavour to meet the carack and engage it, butto
make ufe of artifice rather than force io the taking
of it, and to be particularly careful neither to burn
nor fink it, T’he commander, purfuant to his or-
ders, fet fail, fteering his courfe for Candia, and
cruifed a lictle beyond that iland to wait the
coming up of the prize. The carack foon appear-
.ed and difcovcred the chriftian caper; but the Sa-
razens prefuming on their own force, and the fu-
periority of their fire and artillery, would not
‘change their courfe ; fo far from that, they looked
on their enemy with contempt, and thought it a
rathnefs in the Chriftian to put himfelf in their
way, as if he had a mind to be taken, and furreo-
‘der himfcl¥ up #ato his hands.

‘The knight however ftill kept on his courfe,.and
feeing himfelf within cannon fhot, fent one of hs
officers in his long-boat to fummon the captain of
the carack to deliver up his thip. The Sarazep re-
plied, that the thip belonged to the foldan his ma-
fter ;. that he had by his orders commanded her fe-
veral years, without having met with any cncmyi;l

) - thoje
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hofe feas daring enough to attack him, and requir-
'd him to tell his commander, that he had a num-
xr of brave Muflulmen on board, who would lofe
‘heir lives rather than lofe their honour and their
iberty. The knight, upon receiving this anfwer,
ind as if he had a mind 10 make up this affair by
way of treaty, fent his officer back to the Sarazen,
to reprefent to him that his fuperiors had given bim
exprefs orders to attack him whether ftrong or
weak : that he could not help obeying them, and
therefore could only offer them, if they would fur-
render, to give them geod quarter; but that in
cafe they would not, he would cither burn or fink
them. By means of thefe purlies, the time which
was {pent in difpatching the chriftian officer back.
wards and forwards, the commander, who had no
defign but t6 amufe them, was ftill advancing for-
wards, and was come almoft infenfibly up clofe to
the carack 3 fo that the Sarazens having threatened
the envoy to throw him into the fea if he returned
any more with fuch propofals, he was no fooner
8ot on board the galley of the order, but the com-
mander let fly a broadfide of his cannon loaden

with cartridges, which killed the Sarazen captain, -

vith moft of 'the officers, as well as foldiers and
camen that were upon the deck. The merchants,
o_ldicrs and feamen that were left in the carack,
frighted at the terrible havock made by this volley,
and fecing them preparing to fire a fecond broad-
fide, firuck and offered to yield. The commander
obliged the principal of them to come on board his
galley, and at the fame time fent a party of his own

cers and feamen on board their veflel, to take
the management of it. It would be impoffible to
rclate the immenfe wealth that was found in this
Prize, befides vaft fums of moncy and precious
Roues belonging to the merchants.

. The foldan fent feveral bales of pepper, ginger, . ‘

Qanamon, cloves, and a great quaatity of rich ta-
I ) peftry,
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peftry, camlets, and various forts of commodities
of great value for the ranfom of the merehants and
bis other fubje@s. The veficls of the order took
dikewile, a few days after, near the coaft of Cyprus,
three fhips of the Sarazens, and feat the merchan-
dize on board them to be fold in France, the pro-
duce of the fale being laid out in cansmon, arms,
and ammunition, which the agents of the order
fent to Rhodes. ‘ '

The foldan, incenfed at_thefe lofles, refolved to
augment his naval force, and to have always a cer-

tain number of gallies in the Mcditerranean

1510. and Red-fea. That prince fent five and

\ tweoty vefltls of different bulk into the

gulph of Ajazzo, to tranfport the timber which he

bad caufed to be cut and ready framed there,

and defigned to make ufe of for the building of
new veflcls.

The grand mafter having certain advice of the
arrival of this Egyptian fleet in the gulph, and that
this new armament was dcfigned againft a chriftian
prince, refolved to oppofe if. He propofed the
matter to the council. Severalof the grand crofles
thought the enterprife dangerous by reafon of the
forces of the foldan : but as the order was ftrong:
er at fea than that prince, and befides, the council
was perfuaded of the wildom and prudence of the
grand matfter, his opinion prevailed, and they al-
lowed him to draw out of the treafury the money
neceflary for this expedition. He gave orders for
equi‘Pping the great carack, and they fitted outat
the fame time four galiies of the order, and eighteen
veflels of feveral fizes. As the king of Portugal’s
intereft was chicfly concerned in this war, the grand
mafter gave the command of the gallies to Andrew
d’Amaral a Portuguefe, of the language of Caftile,
commander of Vera Crux, a .brave knight, and
well fkilled in naval affuirs, but proud, t:qm:citcdci

: ¢ an
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10d too much prepoficficd in favour of his own va-
our and capacity.

The fhips were uader the command of the che-
valier de Villiers de I'lfle- Adam ¢ the grand mafter
thofe him for this employment, on account of the
titcem and reputation he had in the order, which
be had merited by his valour and wife condu&t in
rommanding.

The gallies, failing out of the port of Rhodes,
tame up to the ifle of Cyprus, and went coafting
up and down the ifland. But the commander de
VIfle Adam, to avoid being becalmed, kept out to
{ea; and both, according ro appointment, came by
diffcrent ways to cape St. André, which is on the
eaft of the kingdom of Cyprus. When the whole
f:ct of the order was joined, they held a council
of war upon the manner of their attacking the infi-
dcle. The two chieftains, I mean d’Amaral and
I'le Adam, were of different opinions, The
Frenchman propofed to wait, and furprife the fhips
when they fhould be at fea with the timber on
board ; d’Amaral was for going to attack them in
the bottom of the gulph, without confidering that
they might be defended by batteries ereéted on the
thore ; and pretended to make his opinion pafs for
a law, at the fame time that he rejected that of
I'lile- Adam with contempt. The debate grew ve
hot; the two generals were on the point of fight-
ing; but the Frenchman, having more modcration,
and fearing that the quarrel might caufe the enter-
prife to mifcarry, facrificed his refentment to the
commen good of the order, and fubmitted to d’A-
maral’s opinion. The whole fleet then difcovered
itielf, and entered full fail into the gulph, The
commodore ' of the Sarazens was the foldan’s ne-
phew: the young prince, who wanted no courage,
{ecing the Rhodian flecr, put what land-forces he
had on board bis thip, weighed anchor, advanced
to meet the knights, and offered them battle,

Vou. III. N~ There
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There were in the chriftian fleet excellent pilots
Ufed to thofe feas, who, by working their thips,
got the wind of the enemy ; the infidels however
were not daunted at it, but fought on with the
fame courage. The artilleiy was played equally
well on both fides, and the gencrals fought them-
f.lves, and obliged their foldiers to fight like men
that would not outlive their defeat. The continual
fire of the cannon and fmall arms, the crath and
havock of the fhipping, the fhooting down the
mafts, and finking of feveral weflels, all this loft
2bundance of men on both fides ;3 and after an ob-
fiinate engagement for three hours together, it was
fcarce difgernible on what fide the vi€tory inclined =
-and in all probability, if they had continued firing
and cannonading only at a diftance, the battle
would not have been fo foon ended ; but the knights,
by order of their generals, endeavoured to board
them, and, following their example, leaped moft of
them fword in hand into the enemies veflels. This
foon changed the face of the combat; and as, when
they come to grapple, a knight had a great advan-
tage over a Savazen foldier both in courage and ad-
drefs, the Egyptians loft feveral fhips. Moft of he
infidels got into their long-boats, whilft others threw
-themfelves into the fca to fwim to the fhore. Such
as were lucky enough to get thither, fled into the
woods and mourtains ; only their general chofe ra-
- ther to die honourably fighting, than cither aban-
doa his fhip or furrender.

The knights in thisengagement took cleven fhips
and four gallies, and fuok the reft. They after-
:wards landed fome troops that purfued the fugitives,
and took moft of them, and ‘made them flaves;
and after fetting fire to the timber, which the E-
gyptians had framed, they returnzd to Rhodes, and
‘came back into the port with the thips and gallies
they had taken from the enemy, and a great num-

ber
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ber of prifoners that they had taken in this expe-
dition. .

Thefe prizes made the treafury ample amends for -
the expences it had been obliged to make for this
armament ; efpecially at a time when the knights,
out of a fpirit of a difapprobation, devoted not on-
ly their prizes to the common good of the aider,
but alfo all the money they could lay by out of the
sevesues of their feveral commandries.  We have
a remarkable inftance of this at that time in brother
Charles I’ Aleman de la Roche-Chinard, of the lan-
guage of Provence, grand prior of St. Giles, who,
referving only to himfelf out of his income a {mall -
fum for his maintenance, employed as long as he
lived (e profizs of bis priory, either in the beauti-
fying of their altars, or in the defence and fervice
of the order :. and they bave particularly obferved, .
that, during. the mafterfhip of the grand mafter
d'Aubuflon, he fent.to Rhodes the ftatues of the
twelve apoftles, which he had caufed to be made-
of gilt plate, and which weighed 200 merks of iil-
ver; that he afterwards fent thither a gold ring re-
prefenting -the Saviour of mankind, the ftatues of
the holy virgin, and St. John Baptift, both likewifz -
of mufly gold, and weighing fourfcore
merks, a chalice, and feveral rich ornaments 151t. .
for the altar : and this year he made the pri-
oral church a-prefent ot fi-teen pictures which coft -
him a thoufund crowns, having each of them a
crofs of fi..e gold, fafhioned after the fame manner
% thofe which were worn by the knights, and
weighing thirty. merks. . In fine, this very knight

uilr, at his own expence; a noble palace to ferve -
3 an inn to the knights of the language of Pro-
vence, to whom he fent likewife four cannons with
their carriages, to- ferve for the defeace of the
Place. .He left himfelf, before he died, no more :
than 10,000 crowns, which he depofited in the bank
*f 5t, George at G¢noa, for the benefit of the bo-
. N 2.~ ‘ dy .
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dy of the order, with the view, that if Khodes
fhould chance to be beficged, the knights might
find that fupply ready for the purchafing arms and
ammunition : all of them difpofi ions fo truly chri-
ftian and religious, that we thought ourfelves obli-
ged to tranfmit the remembrance of them to pofte-
rity, and to propofe them for an e¢xample to the
ctommanders, who, under that bonourable title,
are really no more than the admiunifirators of the
revenues that belong to the body of the order, and
the common treafury. It-was from the fame fpirir,
that the grand mafter &’ Amboife employed the re-

venucs @nnczed to his dignity, cither in relieving |

the poor, who looked upon him as their father, or

in making fortifications at Rhodes; but
1512, death furprifed him in the midft of fuch las-

dable employments, in the 78ch year of his
age, the greateft part of which he had fpeat in the
praftice of chriftian virtues. He was a wife prince,
ikilful in the arts of government, fuccefsful in all
his enterprifes, and one who enriched his erder
with the fpoils of the infidels, without increafing
his own wealth ; for he died poor, at the fame
time that he left not one poor man in his domi-
nions.

We may joftly apply to the grand mafter d’Ae-

buflon what is faid of Raimond Dupuy of blefied
memory, the firft military grand maftcr of the or-
der, viz. that moft of his pupils proved his fuccel-
fors. Indeed, upon the lofs that the order had
juft fuftained by the death of the grand mafter Am-
boife, they thought they could mot repdir it bettet
than by making choice of brether Guy
Guy bpE de Blanchefort, grand prior.of Ae-
BrancHE-. vergne, nephew 1o the grand maftet
FORT. d’Aubuflon, during whofe mafterfhip
he had a confiderable fhare in the
government of the order, and particularly in thé
guard and eare of pririce Zizita.
: Whilk
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Whilft meflengers were gone from Rhodes to
France, to carry the prior de Blanchefort news of
his ele@ion, the council of the order received a
brief from Julius II. who was then oa the throae

-

of St. Peter, inviting the principal knights to repair -
immediately to the council of Luteran, which that -
pontiff had called, in order to balance the authouity -

of the affembly called at Pifa againft him, at the

requeft of the emperor Maximilian the firlt, of
Lewis XII. king of France, and five cardinals. The
pope in his bricf told the council of the oider, that

he defigned to intruft the knights of St. John with -

the guard of the council. . The defign of this war.
like pope was-to get a confiderable body of thofe
knights into his party, and engage them to ferve in
his troops.-. But the council being well informed,
that the bufinefs of that council was not fo much
o uke care of the interefts of religion, as to fup-
port the ambitious projeét- of Julius, who had put

-

all Chriftendom in a flame, did not thiak properto -
iotermeddle in affairs that bore (o litie conformity -

to their inftitution. - They excufed themfelves on

account of the abfence and diftance of the new -

grand mafter, from makiog any confiderable de-
tachment pn that account. To fhew fome defer-
ence however to the orders of the pope, the firft
fpiritual fuperior of the -order, they ordered the

chevalier Fabricio Caretto, admiral of the order, .

who was then refiding at the court of Rome, in
quality of their procurator-general, to raife in Italy

and in the pope’s territories a number of knights, .

and to go at the head of them to offer their fervice -

to that pontiff. -
The defire of hufbanding the chriftian princes
was not the oanly motive which made the council

take fuch a prudent refolution. They had received -
at Rhodés an account of mighty preparations -
which the Turks were making in all their ports; =

and this made the lieutenant of the mafterthip, and

all the council, refolve l:}ot to let any knight go out -

3 of.
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of the ifland. They difpatched at the fame time
the chevalier John de Fournon to the grand ma-
fter, to prefs him to come thither as foon as pof*
fible. The commander Caretto, who had acquir-
ed fo much glory at the fiege of Rhodes, had or«
ders likewife fent him to repair thither with the
rope’s permiffion, and bring with him two fhips
aden with corn; recruits and fupplies of feveral

_ {orts for the garrifons ofyfort St. Peter, and the

ifles of the order ; and they fent at the fame time
detachments of knights thither to provide for the
defence and prefervation of thofe places.

The news of thé Turks armament fpreading it
felf over all Europe, made the grand mafter hurry
away; and though he found himfelf dangeroofly
ill, nothing could ftop him. He embarked at Viila
Franca near Nice; but the fea made his illnefs
much wdrfe. T'he knights that attended him feeing
themfelves off of Trapani, a town of Sicily, would
fain have perfuaded him to put in there, and be
carricd athore: but the grand mafter, who had
more regard to the interefts of his order thanto
his own life, fearing that if he fhould die in that
place, the pope would hear of his death before his
fucceflor was elefted, and take upon him to difpofe
of the grand mafterflip, ordered that they fhould
keep on their courfe for Rhodes. After fome days
fiil, as they were off of the ifle of Zante, he felt
the approdehes of death. He tated it with the
fame intrepidity as he had fo often thewed in the
many engagements lic had beéen in; and afier dif
charging all the duties of 4 Chriftian and a true re-
ligious, be devoted bis laft moments to the prefer-
vation of the fovereigoty and temporal indepen:
dence of the order. To prevedt any attempt from
the court 6f Rome againft the freedom of cle&ion,
he ordered the knights that attended him, as foon
as the breathi was out of his body, and before the
news of his death could reach Italy, wo difpatcha
caravel, welt provided with excellent rowers, to car-

7
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1y the news of his death to Rhodes with all poffible
expeditiop. His laft orders were pune-
tually execufed ; the caraval arrived 1513,
at Rhodes December 13th. The day Nov. 24.
following the chapter met, and chofe Fasricio
admiral CARETTO for grand mafter, CARrRETTO.
4 dignity that had been foretold him
by the grand mafter d’ Aubuffon, as has been alrea«
dy mentionred in the feventh book of this hiftory,
and which he deferved not only frem a feries of
gallant a&tions, but al(o by the feveral negotiasions
that be had carried on at the courts of chriftian *
princes with great wifdom and dexrterity.  ~
" Asfoon as he had taken poficflion of this emi-
nent poft, hé called a general chapter. As they
expelted théy were going to be befieged, moft of
the regulations made in it related cither to warlike
flores, or the fubfiftence of the knights that were
neceflary for the defence of Rhodes. The grand
mafter undertook to provide for every thing, and'
engaged to maintain five hundred and fifry knights
that altually refided in the convent for the fum of
forty thou'and crowns which was to be paid him
aoually out of the treafury. They afligned him
likewife a farther fum of twenty three thoufand
trowns for the extraordinary charges of the artile
lery, and the maintenance of fultan Amurath,
Zizim's fon, who had turned Chriftian, and had
the caftle of Feracle in the ifle of Rhodes given
him by the order for his refidence, where he led a
very exemplary life. The grand mafter, by means
of a rich merchant of Lions, Laurenfin by name,
got a large train of antilléry from France. and fent
thither at the fame time to refide in quality of em-
baffidor of the order, brother Philip de Villiers
de Pifle- Adam, whom we have already mentioned,
hofpitaller and grand prior of France, in which
kingdom he likewife alted as vificor and licutenant
to the grand mafter. ' : The

s e
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The war which they were apprehenfive of :
Rhodes from the Turks, was fufpended by fom
domettick diflenfions that broke out at the porte i
the Ottoman houfe. Bajazet was ftill upon th
throne, a gouty and infirm prince, that delighte
only in eating and drinking, or in fearching afte
fome of the fecrets of nature, a lazy and voluptu
ous philofopher but a very weak prince. -

This prince had three fons, Achomat, Corcu
#nd Selim : the firft, either from a political view
or from his natural inclination, pafled his lite in
luxury and a fhamefu! indolence. . Corcut, whq
has been already mentioned, and whom the jani;
zaries, after the death of Mahomet II. his grand;
father, had feated on the throue, in order to fes
cure the poffeflion of it to his father, affected
great air of devotion, and was never feen withoua
the Alcoran in his hand. Selim, the youngeft of
the three, loved war, and omitied nothing that
might gain him a repurtation in it. . Among three
princes of fuch different charalters, Bajazet was
for declaring Achomat his fucceflor; the.fimili-
tude and conformity of their tafte for pleafures
" occafioned this diftinguithing affeCion .in his fa-
vour. Selim being informed” of his intentions,
employed every artifice in order to traverfe them.
He found means to get the janizaries into his in-
tereft ; and thofe troops being gained by Selim’s
money, waited odly for an opportunity of declar-
ing in his favour, :

The grand feignior and the king of Perfia, be-
ing both too powerful and too near neighbours to
live in good underftanding for any time together,
declared war againft each other. The janizarics,
a body of troops always terrible to fuch of their
fovercigns as do not make themfelves dreaded by
them, before they marched into the ficld, demand-
ed openly a prince to command them, and Selim
muft be that prince in fpite of Bajazet, who had

: " pamed
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¥amed them his eldeft fon for their general. They
carried their infolence filll higher : they required
of weak Bajazet, as a fecurity of their pay, as they
faid, to deliver up the keys of the treafury to their
new general. The unhappy old man underftood
the meaning of this well enough : he came down
from the throne and quitted Conftantinople to re-
tire to Demotica, a country houfe which he had
buik by the fide of the Luxine fea. But Selim,
who was diffident of his inclination for Achomat, -
got him poifoned by his phyfician : he afterwards
taufed his two brothers with their wives and chil..
dren 10 be ftrangled. Such were the fleps by
which he. mounted to fovereign power: in other
refpe@ls he was a great captain, always on horfes
back, indefasigable, fober, not given to any plea-
fure, nor affef¥ed with-any thing but glory, whick
he fought after all his life-time in the dangers of
war,

This prince’s ambition, his courage, his power,
the forces of his empire, all eontributed to alarm
his neighbours. limael king of Perfia was the
firk that he fell apon. . Selim invaded his domini-
ons, paficd the Euphrates, gave him batile, routed
him, and took the famous eity of Faurms. The

erfien to make head againft fo formidable an ene+
iy, endeavoured to form-alliances with the princes
his neighbours. He fent an emb.fludor to the
grand mafier, who in the habit of a merchant, and
by the affiftance of a Turk, who was an inhabi.
tant of Tarfus in €ilicia, and had a penfion fromy
the order, got fafe through Selims territories, and
tame 10 Rhodes. He was reecived in that place
with all die regard due to the greatnefs of his ma«

er, and the importance of the affair he was come:
to negotiate. 1 his minifter treated with the coune
til and concluded a league againft the common ¢+
Remy.  Campion Gauri foldan of Egypt, who was.
& much afraid of $¢lim as the reft, entered lik}} .
wiie
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wife into the treaty. The grand feignior having
advice of thefe various negdtiations, fent embu.fln
dors to Cuiro,. to difengage the foldan from the
league ; but not fucceeding in his defign, he ruran-
ed his arms againft that prince, and in lefs than
four years time reduced Syria, Paleftine, the ma-
ritime places of the Red Sea, a great part of Ara-
bia, and ail Egypt: and having entirely deftroyed
the empire of the Mameclukes, he left the govern-
ment of Egypt to Cair-beg, and that of Syria to
Gazelles, two lords who had been principal officers
among the Mameclukes, but who, in breach of (ne
fidelity which they owed to their fovereigns, had
deferted them, and gone over-to the Turks. Se-
lim returned to Cooftantinople covered with glory
after thefe gieat exploits; and immediately fet to
work in. fitting out two huadred gallics, which he
defigned for the conqueft of the ifle of Rhodcs,
The precaution fo neceffary for a conqucror of
being informed of the fortifications of a place

Jewith phyfician to Rhodes as a fpy. This traitor,
in order to be the lefs fufpeted, got himfelf bap-
tized: his fkill, and the want they werein of fuch a
man of his charalter, foon introduced him into
the principal houfes of the city : and when he had
difcovered the weak places of the fortifications, he
gave an ¢xalt account of them to the minifters of
the porte. Whilft they were continually at work
in the arfenals upon. the preparations neceflary for
this enterprife, Selim fell ill of the ftone, others
fay of a cancer in the reins, of which he died at
the age of forty years, afier having: deftroy.d the
empire of the Mamelukes, fubdued Syria- and Pa.
lefiine, wiumphed over all tne torces of Perfia, ta-

ken the maritime towns of the Red Sea, and great
part of Arabia, and. reduced all Egypt into ong
.province only. of his empire: all which conquefts
ke finithed in a-reign of lefs than cight years.

Solymaa
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Bolyman II. his only fon fucceeded him in the
iovcrnmcnt of this vaft empire, who took poffef-

on of it almoft at the fame time that Charles V.
was clefted emperor of Germany. Solyman was
fcarce twenty years old. Gazelles governor of Sy-
ria had been faithful to his father, whom he ftood
in fear of, and whofe power kept him in awe: but
thinking himfelf freed from his engagements by
the death of that prince, as foon as he heard the
news of it, he thought of raifing up the empire.of
the Mamelukes again, and was not without hopes
of getting into the throne himfelf. He wanted
neither courage nor capacity for the carrying on of
fo mighty a defign, but as he had not forces fuf-
ficient fingly to oppofe the formidable power of
the ‘Turks, he fecretly difpatched one of his con-
bdents to Cair beg governor of Egypt, in order to
tndeavour to engage him in his intended revolt,
His agent reprefented to him in his behalf, that
under the reign of a young prince, whom he look-
¢d upon as a child, nothing could be more eafy or
more glorious for both of them, than to unite
their forces, and employ them to deliver their nati-
o0 from the tyranny of the Turks.

But Cair-beg preferred a fortune already made
to his hands, which was as great as a private man
could enjoy, to the uncertain fuccefs of an enter-
prife of fo delicate a nature, which, though it

ould chance to fucceed, Gazelles neverthelefs
Yould probably reap all the benefit of it. To clear

imfelf therefore of all manner of fufpicion of infi-
delity, he put the envoy of Gazelles to death, dil-
Patching at the fame time an exprefs to the porte,
10 order to acquaint the grand feignior and his mi.
2‘“S¢n.with the dangerous projcéts of the governor
yria,

_Solyman fent immediately a ftrong army agaiaft

1M, under the command of Ferhat batha, one of
the ableft generals of the emperor his father. Ga-

zelles,
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zelles, not fecing his agent return, began to be ap.
prehenfive, that he was betrayed by the governor
of Egypt. As he was engaged too far to retrear,
and the bare debating whether one fhall continue
faithful to one’s fovercigm; is a breach of faith tha
merits chaftifement. he fummoned about him all
the furviving Mamelukes that were difperfed up and
down in diffirent places. All Syria by bis orders
took up arms; and he fent embafladors at the fame
time to Rhod s to defire a train of artillery of the
grand mafter, which he wanted, in order to make
head againft their common enemy.

The grand mafter, overj~yed to fee war break.
ing owt agiin between the infidels, immediately fent
him cannon, powder, and other ammunitioa, with
feveral excellent officers of artillery, Gazelles em-
ployed them to his advantage ; and though he was
every moment expecting the Turkifh army, which
was on its march, he yet befieged Tripoli, Baruth,
and feveral other places of Pheenicia, which he
took. His conquelts were interrupted by the arri-

val of Ferhat batha. Though the Egyptian had |

fewer troops, he faw plainly, that he had no re- |

faurce but in a vi®ory : he marched ftraight agaioft
the Turks: the two armies foon came to an en-
gagemeat; and the viCory was difputed a long time.
Gazelles, at the head of his Mamelukes, fuftained
all the efforts of the Turkith army for fix hours to-

gether: he raliied his troops feveral times, charged |

always at their head, and killed feveral afficers of
the jaoizaries with his own hand: in fine, afterlo-
fing the beft part of his men, opprefled with pum.
bers, and furrounded on all fides, he chofe to die
fighting, rather than take quarter. He fell covered
over with wounds, npoa an heap of Mamelukes
that had met with the fame fate ; and his death put
an end to the war, and utterly deftroyed that na-
tion, or rather that body of foldiers, which had

¥ difpofed
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difpofed of the throne of Egypt at their pleafure,
for upwards of 200 years. !

The grand feignior was not long before he was
informed of the leagues which the knights of
Rhodes had entered into againft fultan Sclim his
father. His minifters reprefented to him, that thofe
knights by their fleets and-armaments were mafters
of the fea ; that they had feveral times intercepted
the convoys that they were fending to Syvia and
Egypt; that they kept feveral Turkith officers in
chains, whom they had taken prifoncrs; that cor-
fairs were continually putting to fea from Rhodes
and the other ifles of the order, to difturb the com-
merce of his fubjeéts ; and, to raife his refenrment
to the height; they put him in mind of the fuccours
which they fent to Gazelles to fupport him in his
ieellion. Solyman refolved to invade that ifl nd,
and was particularly confirmed in that defign by
fome memorials that fultan Sclim had I ft wherein
was this- obfervation, that, to fecure the frontiers
of his empire, it was neceflary to take the town of
iclgrade in Europe, and the ifland of Rhodes in

fia. ' '

But Solyman, before he engaged in two fuch
difficolt enterprifes, fecing himfelt in pofliflion of
fuch a vaft empire, was defirous of eftablithing his
authority upon’ certain principles and maxims of a
very different nature from thofe which his prede- -
ceflors had followed. Before Solyman’sreign, force
alone, with refpe to the neighbouring princes, de-
termined both of peace and war, and was. the fove-
reign rule of the enterprifés of his predeceflors ; at
the fame time that a barbarous defpotic power was
the only law that prevailed within the kingdom.
The bathas plundered the people with impunity ;
and the prince in his turn {queezed thefe fponges,
and frequently put the greateft of them to death ;
under fuch a government no rich man couid be in-

nocent. Solyman’s conduét wus entirely. oppofite :
Vor, II1. (o) . he
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he never made war without declaring it, and he ne
ver declared it without having a plaufible pretgnc
for doing fo, which, after all, politick princes ar
feldom wanting in.  His fu~je&s under his reig
faw perhaps for the firft time juftice 'ard equit
reign together. T'his priace, the greateft mopaic
that ever fat upon the Turkifh throne, iffuzd ou
.a p.oclamatian throughout all his dominions, th
purport of which was, that all'fuch as had bec
upjufily deprived of their cfiates by his father and
his anceflors, by applying themlelves only to him,
would have juftice done them. "The unjuft pofief
fors of thofe eftates, which were appointed for the
keeping up of temples and mofques, were feverely
punithed : he reftored the authority of the courts
of judicature, which bad been laughed at in the
precedent 1cigns. Several cadis or judges, that had}
prevaricated in their pofts, were condemned to
death : and as to the grandees and bafthas, he re-
ver put any of them to death for the fake of thei
riches, but only punifhed fuch as grew fo by ex-
tortions, and abufing their power; in a word, ke
declared war againft vice, iujuftice, and violence,
before be carried his arms agaioft the encmics of
his law,
Such was Solyman, when he refolved to malke
war upon the Chriftians. 'This prince, being told
that Amurath I!v and Mahomet II. had mifcarricd
a2t the fieges of Belgrade and Rhodes, fancied that
{uch an enterprife would be gn honour to his fuft
attempt in war, He rcfolved to begin with the
ficge of Bclgrade ; but, to hinder the Hungarians
from making timely preparations for their defence,
L s minifters, by his orders, gave.cut, that his de-
figns were dureétly levelled againft the ifle of lihodes.
Put the grand mafter, t6 prevent them, built
:new walls in fuch places ef the city as feemed moft
to want them. T hey augmeunted the fortifications
_of the place, and fillid the magnzines with corn,
' ‘ ammu-
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ammunition, and provifions. The pope, at the
requeft of this vigilant grand mafter, fent three gal-
leons well provided to the'fuccour of the order;
and Francis I. king of Fraonce, furnithed at the
fame time nine gallies, -four brigantines, and four
barks, well equipped. This little fleet arrived fafe -
at-Rhodes, under the command of the baron de
$t.-Blancard.-

But Solyman had no fooner made his real defigns -
public by the fiege of Belgrade, but thofe foreign
thips returned homewards. Hungary was at that
time uader a young prince who was {till @ minor, -
whofe name was Lewis, and {fon of Ladiflaus; or
rather, there were as. many princes as great mén in-
the kingdom, who tore it to.picces by their domef-
tic diflcnfions, arifing from a reciprocal emulation,
and were greater encmics to one another than to
the very infidels.- The grand feignior, ‘the better
to conceal his defigns, had- fent an embaflidor to
the young king, to notify to him his acceffion to -
the empire: but, inftead of receiving that minifter
with the refpect due to his charater, the lords of
the council had treated him as-a {py,. and hindered -
him from. returning to his mafter. - :

‘This was the occafion of the war. Solyman, re-’
fenting this fhametul violation of the law of na-
tions, after having demanded fausfaétion for it, but -
to no purpofe, fent Pyrrhus batha, at the head of
a great body of horfe, to inveft the town of Bel.
grade, anciently the capital of the country called
Raicia. ‘This place, which was built on the edge of
an hill at the confluence of the Save and Danube,
was, befides the fortification which nature had bs-
fltowed upon it, furrounded with a double wall,
flanked au proper diftances with great towers wely
provided with -artillery ; and, on an eminence
which commanded the town, there was a caftle
called ancieotly - Taurunum. It was firengthen-
ed with .all the fortifications that art could -in-

O 2 vent,
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vent, and was then looked upon as impregnable.
Solyman followed the bafha clofe, ang foon ap-

peared at the head of a formidable army. The |

trenches'were opened, batteries of cannon were
raifed, and the Turks carried on their works with
the utmoft diligence. All Europe fixed their eyes
- on the fiege ot a place which they confidered as onc
of the bulwarks of Chriftendom. The knights of

Rhodes efpecially interefted themfelves in it, and |

the rather, becaufe they judged if the Turk fhould |
carry Belgrade without any oppofition from the |

chriftian princes, that fuccefs would probably
determine him to undertake the fiege of Rhodes
next,

Whilft they were under this uncafinefs, the
grand mafter fell ill, and was carried off prety
fuddenly. He was a liberal prince, was magnificent,
charitable,” a lover of bhis people, and defirous to
be beloved by them; and what was very rarc in
that age, he was learned in the dead languages, and

fpoke moft of the living ones with great facility.

His death was fo much the more confiderable lofsto

the order at this jun&ure, in that the knights who
were going to have a war with the porte, could the
cafier have obiained fuccours from moft of the
chriftian princes, he being highly in their eftcem,
and having often negotiated with them during bis
embafly at Rome. :

The order not being able to continue without an
head,” as foon as the funeral was folemnized, they
aflembled to chufe him a fucceflor. Brother Aa-
drew d’ Amaral chancellor of the order, and grand
prior of Caftile; whom we have already mentioned
on occafion of his difpute with the chevalier de
I'lfle-Adam, demanded that eminent dignity with
as much arrogance and prefumption, as if he
thought he fhould thereby do a favour to the or-
der by condefcending to accept it. -He had notin-
deed been thought unworthy of it, had h‘bcm

: en
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been the firft to do himfelf that juftice: His pre-
fumption, and the contempt he difcovered for his
rivals, occafioned all unanimoufly to declare againft
him, fo that all the votes were divided only bee.-
tween Sir Thomas Docray, grand

prior of England, and brother Poi/ip PHILIP DE -
de Viliiers de P Iflz- Alam, hofpitaller  ViILLIFRS
and grand prior of Franee, The  bpEeLIste
Englithman was diftinguifhed by fu- Apawm.
blimity of genius, and his great {kill

intreating wih princes, at whofe courts he had °
bzen employed on important embaffics: and ina .
jmfure when Rhodes was threatened with a fiege,
fome. regard was alfo had to-the great riches which -
that knight poflefl-d.- L’lle-Adam for his part -
had acquired a great confideration and gencral ef-
tem in the order, .ty his wile coaduét in all his
tmployments, and by his open and candid behavi-
our, full of franknefs and integrity, and which was -
10 natural for ambition and hypocriy to counter- -
feir for a long time together. .

This lord was then abfent; he had no partifans
in the aTembly but the remembrance of his {ervices,
and the knowledge of his virtues. It was owing
only to a reputation fo- well - eftablifhed, that he
had a plurality- of voices in his favour, fo that he
was declared grand mafter.. All the
knights applauded. the choice which the 1521, .
eletors-had made, and there was an u-. Jan. 22. .
niverfal joy over all the iflind, D’Ama-
ral alone was mad with vexation ; and in.the firft
“tranfports of his paflion could not help faying to a
Spanith commander who was his friend, that I’Ifle-
Adam fhould be the laft grand mafter that reigned .
at Rhodes.

Time, inftrad of molifying the violence of his -
refentment, ferved only 10 increafe it. It is faid, .
that his private animofity again{t the perfcn of the
grand.mafter, grew up o a violent hatred againft |

’ O 3 : the -



162 HISTORY OF THE

the order in general, and that being perpetually
. reftlefs and tormen ed with rage, he took up a re-
folution to extirpate the order itfelf, and deftroy
the mother that nurfed him. Pull of thefe deadly
defigns, it is thusthat Bofio relates he carried them
on; he unbofomed himfelf to a Turkifh flave,
whom he had taken in war, a man of parts, and
one whom he had found very capable of carrying
cn an intrigue. The flave, who faw a prafpe@ of
recovering his liberry by this negotiation, readily
entered into his meafures ; and under pretence of

going into his own country to procure money for |

his ranfom, went privately to Conftantinople. He
- was entrufted with a letter from. the chancellor

d’Amaral to the grand feignior. In his letter he |
preflcd that prince to befiege Rhodes; and in or- |

der to convince him of the facility with which he
might fuccecd in that enterprize, he had annexed

an ample memorial to this letter, containing an ac- |

‘count of the pretent ftate of the city, the weakeft
parts of the place, thé number ot knights and
troops provided for its detence, and what provifi-
ons and ammunition it had to {uftain a fiege. He
added, that the council had juft demolifhed part of
the baftion of Auvergne, in order to rebuild it on
a more folid foundation, and that if his higbnefs
would lofe no rime in making his army advance, he
would find the place all open on that fide. and in2
defencelefs conditlon.  Solyman was ftill in Hunga-
ry: D’Amaral’s flave in his abfence delivered his
packet to the minifters,whom he had leftat Conftan-

tinople, which they {ent by an exprefs to the grand |

feignior. 1'hat prince was delighted to find in the

perfon of the chancellor a privileged fpy, who ha- |

ving by his dignity admittance into all the councils, |

could fenc certain and exaét advices. They fent
the flave buck to him with promifes of a vaft re-

compenfe if he could contribute to the fuccefs of |

his highneis’s defigns. The chantellor, as l}oﬁo
ayh
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fays, ftill full of rage, and infatuated by his paffi-
oo, was pleafed to fee a way open to his vengeance;
and for fear they fhould be alarmed at his flave’s
return, he gave out that he was only come back
to bring him his ranfom. Such an excefs however
of confidence for a flave whom he had fuffered to
go upon his parole, his return, and the great civi-
lities that the chancellor fhewed him, appeared a
lile extraordinary ; but that lord’s authority, and
the fear they were under of making a proud haugh-
ty man their enemy, who wasknown to be impla-
cable in his hatred, ftifled thefe fufpicions, or at
leaft prevented their breaking ounr.

In.the mean time the new grand mafter, having
received an account ot his eleétion, prepared to fet*
out. As he was well informed that Rhodes was
threatened with a fiege, he fignified it to all his or-
der, by a general fummons, which he fent into all
the ftates of .Chriftendom. He colle€cd all the
tke retponfions which he could, and laid them out
on warlike ftores; and after taking leave of the
king ot Burgundy, came to Marfeilles where he
embarked. He went on board the great carrack,
and she reft of his train and equipage, with the
ftores that he was carrying to Rhodes, tollowed in
four feluccas. Unluckily, as he was off of Nice, a
fic broke out in the cairack, by the careleflnefs of
an officer of his table : the flame fpread itlelf in a
moment into different parts of the thip; the fails
and ¢ordage were burnt to afhes in an inftant, and
flakes of flame and fmoke made the tervor fiill
greater, and likewife hindered the feamen in the
fcrvice they were for doing. In this diforder and
confufion, ufual in fuch accidents, every body was
for throwing’ themfelves into the fea to fwim a-
thore, or fhelter. themiclves in the teluccas. which
were not tar off ; but the grand m.fter torbad any’
body to ftire out ot rthe {hip on pain of dea.h.

new fear, and the refpcét tor his wrders, ferved in- .
- : ftead
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ftead of refolution ; the moft timorous returned |
to their pofts, and all laboured in concert to extio-
guifh the fire, which they at laft effcCted : and the !
carrack was faved by the very perions that would |
have abandoned it. E
Scarce had the grand mafter efcaped thé danger
of the fire, when another element, no lefs formi-
dable, threw him into frefh dangers. -There arofe
a furious tempeft : the fea was all in motion ; the
winds blew with violence, and raifed the billows
to a dreadful height; the pilot could no longer
manage the helm ; and as if heaven had been refolv-
¢d,-in concert with the fea, upon the deftru&ion of
the carrack, the thunder, after having roared. for
a long time together, fcll upon the fhip, broke into

the ftern room, killed nine men, and broke the
grand mafter’s fword to pieces, without hurting
the {cabbard. The feamen did not fail to make
difmal prefages from thefe various accidents : andl

cannot fay whether the knights that were with the |

grand mafter were altogether free from the like
fancies, efpecially at a time when the Turks threa-
tened the iflc ot Rhodes, and that men had a great
deat of fuith in omens. But the grand mafter,
without regarding any of theie vain prog-
noftics. putinto the port of Syracufe, got his fhips
refitted, and was preparing to keep on his voyage,
when they brought him advice, that Curtogli, 2
famous corfair, and a favourite of the grand feig-
niur, was waiting for him as he paficd with a
. ftrong fquadron of gallies and fhips, much fuperi-
or to his efcort *. 'The corfair, befides the hopes
of booty, had formed this enterprize with the de-
fign of revenging the death of two of his brothers,
who had been killed in "engagements againft the
knights ; and defigned alto, it he could make 2
prize of fome felucca, or take any knight. prifoner,

® Bofio, t. 2. I 13, p, 6255
‘ . te
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to make an exchaoge -for his third brother, who
was at that time a flave at Rhodes.

The principal citizens of Syracufe endeavoured to
perfuade the grand mafter to avoid meeting with the
corfair, who was formidable in thofe feas both for
his forces and valour: but that great man, whe
never knew what danger mesnt, went out of the
harbour, crouded all the fail he could make, made
Capo Malio, called alfo St. Angelo, where the in-
fidels waited for him, pafled it in the night, and
arrived fafe at Rhodes, where he was received with
the ufaal ceremonies, and with the joy and refp.&
due to his dignity and merit. His prefence heigh-
tened, as it were, the courage and confidence of
the knights: it looked as if he fcemed to have
brought an army in his fingle perfon : no man
dreaded any longer a ficge; icveral even withed it,
in order to have frequent opportunities of figna-
lizing cheir valour: and Solyman, who was fo
much dreaded in Hungary, icarce raifed the leaft
apprehenfions at Khodes.

That young prince had juft made himfelf mafter
of Belgrade. ‘L'he happy fuccets of that ficge made
him expeét the like againft the city of Khodes ; and
befides. the defire of acquiring glory by wch an im-.
portant conqueft, he was allo induced to it by the
continual complaints of his trading iubjeéts, who
were often taken by the knights ; and eipecially by
the remonfirances of the mufti, who was conunu-
ally reprefenting to him, that thofe chriftian capers
diturbed the pilgrimages to IvMecca, and that he
was obliged in conicicace to put a ftop to their
cruifings.. Solyman was very zealous for his reli<
gion, and well enough difpoled to turn his arms
that way ; but as he was a wife prince, and never
engaged in .any enterprize without communicating
it to his council, he laid the matter betore them m
order to its being debated. :

Some bafhas reprefented to  him all the difficyl-

. ties
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ties of it, the fortifications of the place, the valo

of_the knights as well as of the inhabitants, bei

moit of them corfairs ; the mighty fuccours th
the grand mafter would infallibly draw from Chr
ftendom : that this {park might raife a great flame
and produce a league and crufade of all the fove
reigns of Europe ; and that his illuftrious anceﬂoi
and the foldans ot Egypt, having in.different ag
attempted this conqucit, had been always baffled
and loft abundance of men without being able ¢
carry their point.

Muftapha, on the contrary, who had marric
Solyman’'s fitker, and was a very brave genera
guefling at the fultan’s fecretinciination, repreient
ed to hin like a true courtier, that all the wvalov
of the knights could never refift his vitorious arm
that he had 1uch a great number of troops, wh
were all fuch goud foldiers, that he could cover th
whole ifland with his numerous armies ; whered
the grand mafter had only an handful of men to
his defence ; that they had nothing to fear frof
the chriftian princes who were atuaily in war, ao
fo incenfed againft one another, that the empero
Charles V. chofe rather to fuffer the taking of B:
grade, thsugh the taking of it opened a paffage int
the hereditary dominions of his family, than ma
peice with the king of France, or draw any d?
tachment from the armics he had in the field again
that prince, to fend to the fuccour of the king 9
Hungary his ally; that after all, it was a fort g
dithonour to the OUttoman houfe, confideringt
high p:tch of grandeur to which it was arrived, ¢
fuffcr any longer in the very heart of their empir
a republick of corfairs that roved over-the fcas 3
pleature, ditturbed the commerce of Syria, Pale
ftine and kgypt, and were daily fixing a price 0
the liberty of his fubjeéls ; that xhodes, and theo
ther iflcs of the order ferved for an afylum to fu
gitive flaves, malccontents and rcbels; and whal
' LE

.
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was moft to" be confidered, that they could not be
ignorant, that in times of peace between the feve-
ril princes of Chriftendom, the grand mafters were
always taking that opportunity of propofing the
conqueft of the kingdom of Jerufalem ; that in or-
der to engage them to fuch an enterprize, which
¥as what they bad always moft at heart, they had
offered all the forces of their order, and that fo
long as the knights fhould be poficfled of the port of
Rhodes in the eaft, a port capable of receiving the
chriftian fleets, there would always be reafon to
fear fome c1ufade from the princes of the weft.
Solyman preferred this laft opinion, as béing moft
agreeable ta that ambition which is infeparabl: from
fovat a power: Pyrrhus, and the other bafhas,
though of a different fentiment, came over with
great fubmiffion to that of their fovereign: a war
againft the knights, and the fiege of Rhodes were
therefore refolved upon. The fultan named Mu-
frapha batha, his favoutite and brother-in-law, to
be general of the land army, Curtogli to be great
admiral, and Achmet bafha, an able engincer, to
e the diretion of the works at the fiege; and
appointed Pyrrhus bafha his old governor, a man
n whom he entirely confided, to go along with
Muftapha, as a counfellor to that young general,
%hofe capacity and prudence might not perhaps be
¢qual to his courage and valour. ' The fultan, af-
ter the diftribution of thefe feveral employments,
n order to find how the grand mafter ftood effet-
td, wrote to him by an embaflador, whom he fent
onpurpofe to congratulate him, as it were, on his
Promotion to the dignity of grand mafter. He
Propofed to him the keeping of peace, and main-
laining a good correfpondence together; but he
toncluded his letter by telling him that he had tak-
tn Belgrade, as if he were minded to intimidate
'm with the fear of meeting with the fame fate as
‘%t unhappy city had undergone. As the ftile of
thefe kind of letters gives a bstter idea of the cha-
ralters
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ralter of princes, and the manners of the age they
live in, than meer extradls, we have thought the
reader would not be difpleafed to meet with that of
Solyman, and the grand mafter’s anfwer, in this
place. Solyman’s letter was wrote in Greek, and |
drawn up almoft in thefe terms. * !

-

¢ Sultan Solyman, by the grace of God, Kiog |
¢ of kings. fovereign of foverigns, moft high em- |
_ ¢ peror of Bizantium and Trebizond, moft mighty |
¢ king of Perfia, Arabia, Syria and Egypt, fu- |
¢ preme lord of Europe and Afia, prince of Mec- |
* ca and Aleppo, pofleflor of Jerufalem, and lord |
¢ of the univerfal fea.. |

[

To PuiLie VILLIERS DE L'ISLE-ADAM, GRAND |
MASTER OF THE ISLE OF RHODES, GRERTING

¢ I congratulate thee'on thy new dignity, aod |
¢ thy arrival in thy dominions: I wifh that thou
¢ mayft reign there happily, and with more glory
¢¢ than thy predeceffors. It fhall be in thy power |
¢ to have a fhare in our good will. Enjoy then !
..¢¢ our friendfhip, and as our friend, be not the lat |
¢ to congratulate us on the conquefts we have jult |
¢ made in Hungary, where we have reduced the |
¢¢ important fortrefs of Belgrade, after having dc- |
- ¢ firoyed all that durft refift us with our dreadful |
¢ fword. Adieu. From our camp the ....:
. ¢ and of the hegira the .....” = |

~ This letter was read in full council; and they
were furprifed, that whilft Solyman was offeriog
as it were, peace with one hand, he thould make
an oftentation of his formidable power with the |
other, and that his veflels {hould infult thofeof |
the order, or-fuch as fsiled under its banner, The |

® Bosio. t. 2. 1, 18. p. 627. ’ ?
2 . ~grand
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rand mafter did not negled to anfwer that prince,

ut in fuch terms, as the reader will obferve, that
might give him to underftand that they were equal-
ly difpofed at Rhodes cither to conclude a peace,
or continue the war, - ’

F. Puirip VipLLIERs DE LIsLE-ADAM, GRAND
MasTER oF RHODEs,

To SoLYMAN, SULTAN oF THE TURKS.

‘“ Tunderftand very well the meaning of thy ,
“ lewter, which thy embaflador has brought me :
‘“ thy propofals of a peace between us, are as a-

“ greeable to me as they will be difpleafing to Cur-

* togli, "That corfair at my paflage from France,

‘“ did all he could to furprife me, but not fucceed-

“ ing in_his projeét, and not caring to go out of

‘ thefe feas without having done us fome damage,

* he entered the river of Lycia, and attempted to

“ carry off two merchant fhips belonging to our

‘“ ports. He had likewife attacked a bark belong-

“ ing to fome Candiots, but the gallies of the or-

“ der, which I fent out of the port of Rhodes,

‘ forced him to let go his hold, and make off as
“ faft as he could for fear of falling into our

“ power. Adieu.....from Rhodesthé.....”

. As the Turks were not very fcrupulous with re-
g2rd to the law of nations, the grand mafter did
nat think fit, without a pafs, to fend his letter by a
knight whom they might probably detain. They
gave it to a Greek, a private man of the city of
Rhodes, Solyman and his mioifters found, "by
reading this letter, that ‘they had to déal with a
Prince of a firm and intrepid chara&er, one who
Was not eafily terrified. Pyrrhus bafha, an old
Man, as great a politician as a foldier, propofed in
the council, that they fhould write again to the

Vou. 111, R ; ©T " grand
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grand mafter in order to make a new. overture of
peace ; that they fhould rell him that they durfi
not prefent hie letter to the grand feignior by rea-
fon of ‘the mean charalter of the bearer ; but that
if he would fend one of his principal knights to
the porte, there was room to hope that his nego-
tiation might end in' a folid peace. ¥The defign of
this minifter was to draw* one of the firft of the
order to Conftantinople, then to feize his perfon,
and force him by torture to give them an 'account
of the ftate of the place, and the forces of the or-
der ; 'which might make one doubt of the intelli-
gence which, it is pretended, d’Amaral held with
the grand feignior, notwithftanding its being pofi-
tively afferted by contemporary hiftorians : not but
Solyman had likewife the fame advices from the Jew-
ith phyfician: that perfidious wretch was continually
urging him by his letters, to haften his armament;
but as traitors.. in order to make themfelves better .
liftened to, . always leflen the difficulties of an en-
terprize which they themfelves propofe, the grand
- feignior and his coancil, perhaps from the fear of
a double treachery, would bave been very glad, be-
fore they engaged in the fiege, to-know from fome
-knight, whether the advices that they received from
their fpies were true, and whether there was no
exaggeration in their relations. ‘
‘The grand feignior entered into the views of his
minifter; and in order to endeavour, under the
fpecious pretence of a negotiation, to get fome
knight fent to Conftantinople, he ordered them to
difpatch a new exprefs to Rhodes in Pyrrhus's
pame. That batha wrote to the grand mafter to
affure him, that the fultan was very well difpofed
to treat of peace in good earneft, but that outo
fear of affronting the majefty of fo great a prince,
they did not dare to prefent his letter to him, be-
caufe of the mean charader of his agent; but that
if he would fend any lord of - his council with ‘;n-
other
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’ B
other lcuer, and furnith him with full powers, he
would readily introduce him to the porte. He ad-
ded, that the grand feignior, being furprized that
he had no anfwer to his firft letter, had given a
fecond to the meflenger, which he did not quefti-
on but he would an{wer in a manner fuitable to the
majefly and formidable power of 1o great an em-
peror,  The exprefs indeed had a letter from So-
lyman to the grand mafter, wherein that prince, as
we fhall find, in order to oblige him to fue for
peace, makes a ‘great oftentation of his defigns and
forces.

¢ We haye been affured, fays. he to him, that
“ the letter which our highnefs wrote to thee, has
“ been delivered into thy hands, and that it gave
“ thee more aftpnifhment than pleafure. Be affur-
“ed, that I fhall not be fatisfied with the conqueft
“ of Belgrade, but propofe to myfelf another of
“as great importance in a lirtle time, of which
“thou fhalt foon have notice; thou and thy
“ knights being {carce ever out of my memory.”

As this fecond letter had more the air of a chal.
lenge, or a declaration of wur, than of a prelimi-
nary of peace, the grand mafter thought himfelf
obliged 1o anfwer it in as lofiy terms,

“ I am not forry, fays he to him in his anfwer,
‘ that thou remembereft me and. the knights of
“ my.order.: thou fpcakeft to me of the conqueft
“ thop haft magde in Huogary, and: the defign
‘“ thou haft, as,thoy informeft me, of undertaking
* another enterprife which thou hopeft will have
¢ the fame fuccefy; but confider, that of all the
¢ projects that are.formed by man, none are more
* uncertain than thofe that depend upoa the for-
“ tune of war. Adieu.”

-

"Pa ' The -
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The grand mafter having thought himfelf obli-

ed to anfwer the fultan’s iadire@ menaces with
o much refolution, wrote likewife to Pyrrhus,
telling him, that if the fultan his mafter defived a
peace with greater fincerity than appeared by his
letiers, he nceded only fend him fome hoftages, or
elfc a pafs fealed with the great feal of the empire,
and that as foon as it was come to hard, he would
fend one of the moft confiderable’ kniglits of the
order to Conftaritinople*to hear' what 'prépofals
they would miké him. But' a ‘brigantiné of the
order, commanded by a ferving brother, being ta-
ken by the Turks ncar Rhodes, that iét of hofti-
lity' was takén for a declaration of war:

" The grand mafter prepared fdi it with “al}'the
© courage and precaution of an okd ¢aprain, who had
pafled his whole life in'wir : hé enlarged the ditch,
and funk it deepeér ; he repaired’ the Fortifications,
and added feveral new ‘onés td thé place. .

To deprive the TFurks of forage, they, by his
orders, cut down the corh; though' it wis not'yet
ripe: fome country- houfes, 'as well 'as churches,
fituated without the town, were demolifhed, and
the ‘materiils carried into the town;. for féa# the
enemy fhould make ufc of their ruins’to raife plat
forms, and plant their artittery’ on them. From
another precauthn, and in order to be -well fup-
plied with pioneers, they obliged all the peafants of
the country to retire into the town, and: recalled
at the fame time all the adventurers and privateers
that were crulfing agaiift- the infidels® under the
banner of the.order, wlidfe prote&ion” they had,
ds well as free admittance did' full” fecority upon
occafion in the port of Rhodes; .

But it was neceffary to provide for the fubliftencé
of thefe people ‘as well as for thav of the knights,
the citizens, and the garrifon. This was the firlt
care of the grand matfter : he appointed three com-
miffioners for that purpofe ; and, to give them the

. greater




KNIGHTS OF MALTA. - 17

greater.credit in the gxecution of their office, he
chofe them out of the grand croffes. The firft was
Gabriel de Pommerols, great commander and lieu- -
tenant general to the grand mafter; John Buck -
Turcopilier, of the language of England, was the -
fecond ; and chancellor d’Amaral was named for -
the third. Thefe three noblemen vifited all the ma-
gazines carefully ; and though they found moft of -
thent full, yet the grand mafter, from an opinion -
that what on fuch occafions is called fufficient, does -
not always prove fo, propofed in the council to -
fend immediately to Naples, Sicily, and Candia, for -
a greater quantity of wheat, wine, powder, and *
arms ; and to endeavour likewife to get 500 archers -
and bowmen from Candia, the Candiots in all ages -
excelling everr the moft warlike pations in .the ma-
naging ot thofe inftruments. I'he chancellor, who, -
as they pretend, had fold his religion to the infidels, -
io order to prevent the effeéts of the grand mafter’s -
precautions, reprefented, that by news juft arrived
from the chriftian ifles of the Archipelago, they
were informed, that the Turkifh armament, was -
not fo much defigned againft the ifles of the order, -
as againft that of Cyprus, and perhaps Italy itfclf ;
that for near forty years, in which he had been in-
the order, he had frequently obferved, that the
Turks had occafioned it more expence by the jea- -
loufy that their armaments gave them, than if they -
had aftually attacked Rhodes ; that indeed the care -
and precautions that the grand mafter took could -
never be fufficiently applauded; but they might de-
fer the exccution of them for, fome time lenger, for -
fear of drawning thé treafury of the order in making .
Preparat:ons to guard againft a ftorm that would -
Probably fall on fome other place.

. The grand mafter, who was ignorant of the mo-
tives of this perfidious advice, imputed it only to an -
njudicious fpirit of parfimony ; but he declared, .
that bic had letters from ;_ faithful fpy that he could :

) 3 de:»:“

'
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depend on, whom he kept at Conftantinople, and
who affured him, that the grand feignior’s arma-
ment was defigned obly for the fiege of Rhodes;
that he had given orders to let no fhip go out of
his ports that was bound towards Rhodes; that they
were labouring hard in preparing a train of large
ariillery, which is never ufed but in fieges; that
the fultan hud caufed a great quantity of tools to
be made proper for picneering, and that moft of
the troops were filing towards Lycia, where they
were to embark in order t0 be tranfported into the
ifle of Rhodes. The grand mafter added, that, in
an affair of fuch importance, it was dangerous to
give way to a too timorcus policy, and that it was
much better to hazard fome expence, than fee the
ifland covered with cnemies before they had provid-
ed for its defence. :
~ The grand mafter’s advice prevailed : they got
wheat from Naples and Sicily, fo that there was no
want of any thing during ‘the whole ‘courfe of the
fiege, but powder, which ;ha?pcned, by the trea-
thery of the chancellor, who’made a falfe report
of the quantity in the ‘magazines. They had alfo
like to have wanted wirie through thie fame perfidi-
bufnefs, the chancellor havirg, under a pretence of
thriftinefs, reje@ed the propofals of three mer-
chants of Rhodes, ‘that offered to fupply the city
with it at a'reafonable price. '‘But the grand mafter,
whofe views extended on all fides, ‘fent a ferving
brother into Candia, Anthony Bofio by hame, un-
cle to the author of the annals of the'order, with
orders to provide great ltore ‘of ‘Wiite, “and to pro-
cure leave alfo from the ‘governor of the ifland to
: levy soo foot. Bofio, drriving in Candia, had no
- difficulty in getting the wine, which'lie ‘fhipped off
in fifteen brigantines ; ic wds even cunning enough
to engage a young Venctian géntlethan, whofe name
was Bonaldi, and who had'at' that time, in the port
of Bhodes, a'fhip-freighted'with wine, :and bonfnd
oo or
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for Conftantinople, to alter his courfe and carry it
to Rhodes.

But the ferving brother did not find it fo eafy a
matter to levy foldiers. The governor not only de-
nied him leave, but, as if he dreaded Solyman’s re-
fentment, forbid, by found of trumpet, all perfons .
whatfoever, under p.in of corporal punithment, to
lit themfelves with the grand mafter’s agent, or -
quit the ifland. Notwithftandiag which, the dex-
trous Rhodian made a fhift to get his recruit, and
above 500 men, difguifed like merchants and fea-
men, got on board the brigantines, either unknown
to the governor, or without his bcing willing to
take notice of it. This cunning negotiator did an-
other picce of fervice to the order before be fet
fiil. There was at that time in the ifle of Candia
an excellent engineer, Gabriel Martinengo by name,
a gentleman of Brefcia, a ‘ubje&t of the republic,
and of an ancient and illuftriou: family : the fenate
had given him a penfion of 1200 crowns to fuper=
intend over all the fortifications of that ifland. Bo-
fio, who forefaw how ufeful a man of his abilities
would be in a place that was beficged, propofed to
him to go to Rhodes, and to fhare with the knights
In the glory which they hoped to acquire in the de-
fence of it. Martinengo, a man of true valour,
and who was both a brave foldier and a great en-
gincer, offered chearfully to accept his invitation,
Provided he could procure a difcharge from the go-
vernor,

Bofio parted for Rhodes with his foldiers and
Provifions of wine. He arrived fafe in that place;
and, having given the grand mafter an account of
his voyage, he difcourfed with him about the n'c»lgo-
Uiation he had entered into with Martinengo. The

8rand mafter immediately faw the advantage that a
man of his abilities would be to them in the prefent
Junfture : he fent Bofio immediately back to Can-
dia, with a letter to the governor, whercin he in-
treated
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treated him in the moft prefling terms, to give that
officer leave to come and defend a place which fer-
ved for a bulwark to the very iflands of the repub-
lick. But the governor flatly refufed to grant it
him, and went {o far as to fend for Martinengo,
and give him exprefs orders not to ftir out ot the
ifland. But that officcr, not troubling himfelf about
the confequences, put on a difguife, and, in con-
cert witn Bofio, caine to the fea-fide, and got on
board a felucca that waited for him in a bye-creeck
of the ifle. .

The governor, having notice that an engincer
had difappeared, caufed a firiét fearch to be made
after him in the principal houfes. He fent to his |
own, where he confifcated all his effeéls, and not |

ueftioning but he was embarked in fome pafluge- |
&ip, he fent wwo pallies to puriue him, with orders |
to bring him back dead or alive. Martinengo and
Bofio, fecing themfelves puriued, took down the
maft of the felucca, drew their oars into their vl |
fel, brought it cloie under a rock of the ifland, co-
vering it with fails made of whitith linen, almott of
the fame colour as ‘he rock that the felucca layun
der. By this artifice, and perhaps by the fecret or-
ders of the governor, they efcaped the gallics,
which returning back into the port, they fet fail,
pafled in the night time through fome 1 urkikh

veflels, which, by mecaus of Bofio’s {peaking the |

Greck language, took the brigantine to belong 10
their own fquadron, and arrived fafe at Rhodes.
Martinengo was miighty well received by the grand
mafter, who knew his birth and his talenrs, The
principal commanders, following his example. fhew-
ed him the utmoft refpeét: every body was ftriving

to thew him how fenfible they were of his merit. |

Martinengo alfo was delighted to fee himfelf efteem-
¢d by that noble body of knigiits, the bcft judges

of valour, and which was compofed of the moftil |
luftrious perfons in all the flates of Chriftendom. |

From
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From thefe fentiments, that favoured perhaps too
much of human nawure, he pafled to thofe of a
particular veneration, when he faw thefe knights
ind warriors preparing themielves, like Chriftians
ind true religious, for the defence of religion. Un-
der a foldier’s habit, and with a military equipage,
he admired their contempt of the world, their live-
ly faith, and fincere difengagement from the things
of thi¢ life :: he was partictlarly edified to fee moft
of thém* preparigg themfelves for a bloody fiege, by
a frequeht teceiving of the fatraments. -

Thefe! refle&tions’ gave ‘rifé to his vocation:t he
faw himfelf expofed to the fame dangers, without
the fame holy préparation : God touched his heart ; °
he ran to the grand mafter’s palace, threw himdfelf
at’his'fdet, and, inflimed with zeal to facrifice his
life for the deferce of the faith, entreated  that
prince to hontout hith 'with. his erofs. The grand
mafter-took him ‘wp and embraced him tenderly,
affuring him, that he would go immediately and
Propofe his requeft to the council, and acquaint
them with his pious difpofitions, The votes were
Undnithous in his favour: - the whole order was des
lighted to: affociate fo excellent a man in it; the
grand ‘maftér gave him the habit, and adminiltered
the vows to hiri‘in a full affembly ; and to acknow~
ledge the generofity wherewith he had'abandoned
his patrimiony, and the great penfions be had from
the republic of. Venice, thie order affigned.him a
peofiori:of 1200 crowns, till fuch time as he might
liave fome.commandry or priory of the like value
8iven him. As a‘ furthier favour to'the new knight,
the grand mafter made him the next day a grand
crof, and gave him at tlic fame time the geueral
mpedtion owver all the fortifications : and the grand
marfhal, who is tanding general of all the troops
of the order, divided as it were his authority with
m: he admitted him, out of the high regard he
had t0 his great capacity, into the command and

authority
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authority which his poft gave him over all the for. |
ces in the ifland. : ‘
It was by the advice and dire&ions of Martinen-
go, that they repaired the walls and towers; he
caufed them to raife the ramparts higher: they ’
built ravelins before the gates of the city ; made
cafemates in the flanks ot the baftions, and in the |
counterfearp of the ditch-mines filled with powder,
to which they mighs fet fire by the help of a train
laid under ground : within the place, he caufed
them to build new forts, cuts, ditches, intrench |
ments, barricades, and all kinds of neccffary defen- |
ces that a perfon of his capacity, and who forefaw
every thing that might happen, could oppofe againft
the atracks of the befiegers, '
‘Whilft the order was receiving fuch advantage |
from his 4kill and his great talents, particularlyat
a time when they were going to be befieged, ther¢
happened a Kind of defertion among the kaights
of the language of Italy. The principal of that
nation complained to the grand mafter and the
council, that pope Adrian VI. who had juft fue
ceeded Leo X. difpofed in an abfolate manner, and
contrary to their rights, of all-the commandries of
Italy, and thereupon afked leave to go to Rome to
complain of it. The griand mafter did net think
fit in the prefent junure to grant them the leave
that they defired: his refufal exafperated them;
and d’Amaral, who loft-no opportunity of weak:
ening the order, infinuated .to them, that they
shemfelves ought to take a permiffipn which he de
nied them ; that I'lfle-Adam, who was a French-
man by birth, did not lovg the language of Jualy;
that, in order to keep them low, he was nor per-
haps concerned at the pope’s taking from. them the
commandrics annexed to their language ; that the
grand mafter {pread and encouraged the reports of
an approaching fiege, with the view only ot having
a pretence to difpole the more freely of the fut;;c:
¢
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1at were in the treafury of the order; and that af-
:r all, it would be a difhonour to them, if after
1edding their blood fo often in the defence of the
rder, they fhould, by an odious diftintion, be the
oly perfons deprived of the recompenfe fo juftly
ue to their fervices. -

The Italian knights, feduced by this perfidious
dvice, left Rhodes without leave, and retired into
be ifle of Candia. The grand mafter, juftly pro-
roked at fo fcandalous a difobedicnce, ordered
hem to be profecuted as rebels and deferters; and
he council deprived them of the habit by an ex-
wefs fentence to this purpofe : however juft this
entence might be, .the order neverthelefs loft in
them a confiderable number of valiant knights,
Some of their friends, better affcéted than the
thincellor, went over to Candia with the grand
mafter’s private confent ; and afier having dextrouf-
y entered into their complaints and refentments,
they reprefented to them, that there wasno longer
2ny doubt to be made of the fiege of Rhodes ; that
‘hf)’ would fee the ifland imimediately covered over
with the Turks, ‘and that though the motive of
lhcirjoumey to Rome was never fo juft, they yet
tould not prevent their enemies fpreading a report
that they had made it at fuch a juné&ure, with a
view only of getting out of the way of thofe dan-
8ers to which their brethren were going o be ex-
pofed. ot

The certainty of the fiege of Rhodes, and the
fear they were under of being fufpefted to have
vithdrawn themfelves from fo cowardly a motive,

revailed over their refentment.  ‘They returnedto
hodes to throw themfelves at the grand mafter’s
feet; and that they might obtain pardon for their
faule, they protefted that they would wafh it
ot with their blood, and with that of the in-

els. The grand mafter received them like a
tender fathér; and atter having given them a wife

reproof
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reproof for their difobedience, the generous old
man embraced them with great tendernefs, gave
them the habit again, and promifed them, that as
foon as they fhould be free from the war, with
which they were threatened, the whole order
fhould intereft itfelf in their affair; that he would
make it his own, and that as their complaints were
juft and reafonable, he was in hopes, that the fe-
veral princes of Chriftendom would not refufe him
their good offices with the pope.

This ftorm being happily calmed, the grand ma-
fter immediately difpatched knights to all the courts
of Europe, who were to folicit the pope and the o-
ther princes of Chriftendom to fend him f{peedy
fuccours ; .but the event fhewed that the order
could depend on nothing but its own. firength,
Moft of the princes, engaged in war with one ano-
ther, and rminding only their private interefts, ne-
gle&ed thofe of religion; and the pope himfelf,
though a virtuous pontiff, yet as he owed his dig-
nity to. the credit and recommendation of the em-
peror Charles V. whofe preceptor he had been, he
durft not difpofe. of the troops and.moncy of the
holy fee without his privity-and confent.

Brother James de Bourbon, commander of Qi-
femont, and natural fon to Lewis de Bourbon, e-
le€ted bifhop of Liecge, a prince of the boufe of |
France, tclls us in his relation of the. fiege of
Rhodes, that upon the requeft made in the grand
roafter’s name by the chevalier d’Anfoyville to the
king of France,. this religious prince who had a
great affeétion for.the order, gave him a power to
fit out all the veflcls that he thould fiod in the ports
of Provense, and carry them to Rhodes. But the
commanders in that province, fearing to be attack-
ed by the emperor, declayed executing his orders :
fo that he was.forced to go back to ceurt to folicit

for new ones that might be more particular : and

thefe voyages took up fo much time, that ‘winter
: 1 camé
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tame on, and the proper feafon for putting to fca
was over.

It was probably from the fame misfortune, - that
a firong carrack, which the chevalier Hyferant of
the language of Auvergne had fitted out at Genoa, .
and frerghted with ammunition and provifions, ran .
aground near Monega : though they fufpedted at
that time, that the winds and the fea, ha’g oot o
much contributed to that acciden:, as the policy of
the Genoefe, who were afraid of incurring the re-
femtment ‘of the Turks. Nor is it lefs difficult to
dicover the motive of the inativity of Fabricio
Pignatelli. prior of Barletta, of Charles Quefvalle,
of Lully de St. Stephen, and John Baptift Caraffa
bailiff of Naples, who having by the grand mafter’s
diretions, purchafed with the order’s money, 2
great quantity of ammunition and provifions, never
fent any of it to the fuccour of Rhodes. ’

The grand mafter being in no certainty of
thefe remote fuccours, placed all his confidence in
the protection of heaven, and in the valour of his
knights. Like a man of war and a great captain,
he negle@ted no precaution neceffary to prevent be-
log furprifed by the infidels, One of the firft of

1s many cares, fo worthy of his zeal and courage,
Was a general review of all the koights and regular
troops ; which amounted in all to about fix hun-
dred knights, and four thoufand five hundred fol-
diers ; and with this handful of men, he undertook
to defend the place againft the inundations of thofe
formidable armies that Solymdn brought into the
field in all his enterprizes. ‘The townfmen indeed
of Rhodes took up arms, and fome companies-
were formed out of them :  they alfo recalled the.

hodian privateers that were out at fea; thefe were
pofted in the town, and were charged with the de-
fence of the port. ‘The country peafants were de-
figned to ferve as pioneers; but they could not af-

terwards make any uft at all of the common pzople of
Vou. III Q the
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the town, who were infenfible to any paflion but
that of fear, and could never be brought to look
danger in the face. The grand mafter gave bro-
ther Didier Tholon of St. Jaille bailiff of Manofque
the dire€tion of the artillery, and the chevaliers de
Nuéres and Britto were entrufted with the carrying
on of the works under the orders of the bailiff de
Matinengo. ~ The flaves of Rhodes, and fuch as
belonged to the private perfons, were employed in
hollowing the ditchcs, and in the fortifications
which they added to the baftion of Auvergoe ; they
repaired the mills: they built new ovens: the port
was fhut up with a double chain, onec before its
mouth, the other within it, from the tower of St.
Nicholas to the tower of the mills; and to prevent
the infidels from feizing on the mole, as they had
.attemipted in the former fiege, and advancing by
means of that bank as far as the gate of St. Catha-
rine, they funk at the eatrance of the bay, where
the Tunny fithery was, feveral fhips loaden with
ftones: the walls were at the fame time lined with
artillery ; they carried arms, granadoes, fire-pots,
‘and large ftones upon the ramparts and baftions ;
-there never had been feen a greater diligence or a
‘more compleat order.

The knights and the Greek gentlemen, the
townimen as well as officers, the foldier and mari-
per, the very priefts and monks, cach of thefe em-
ployed himfelt readily and without confufion upon
whatever was prefcribed him, The grand mafter
was prefent in all places, he alone infpeéted the
carrying on of thefe feveral works; his prefence
and capacity advanced them ftill more than the
‘many hands employed about them ; and few prin-
ces and governors ever gave fuch manifeft proofs
in a befieged place of fo perfect an underftanding
“of the art of war, joined toa calm valour, incapa-
blc of being difcompofed cither by the greatnefs tt‘::
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the varicty of the dangers with which he was af-
werwards furrounded.

But for the better underftanding of the impor-
unce and ufefulnefs of the precamtions which he
wok, though we have in the former book taken
fome notice of the fituation of this place, it may
neverthelefs perhaps be proper to give a fuller ac-
count of it, and take notice likewife of the additi-
onal fortifications that had been made fince the laft

fiege.
slshc city of Rhodes, as we have already obferv-
ed, is fituated by the fea-fide, on an hill which ter-
migates with a gentle ‘defcent into a plain, thereby:
making the circumvallation of it eafy. It is divid-
ed into the high and low town ; the grand mafter’s
palace was in the.high-town, and ferved as a caftle
and a citadel to it at the fame time, All the-
knights were lodged near the grand mafter’s pa~
lace ip the fame quarter; and all the fecular and
married perfons, as -well townfmen as -artificers,:
dwclt- in the lower town.. The place on the fide"
towards the country feems to be of a round figure,
but when feen from. the fea, reprefents a perfet
crefecent.. ‘There are two ports belonging toit ; the
larger is- fquare and fpacious, but- not very fafe
when certain winds blow. At the entrance of this:
port on the right ftands the tower of St. Nicholas,
2 monument of the liberality of Philip the good
duke of Burgundy. This tower, well provided -
with artillery, was. joined to a baftion that lay be-
hind it, and had a curtain which ran up to the
walls of the town, and made one .of the fides of
the port.. Oa the: other fide, over againft this.
tower, ftood an old caftle, to whicle the knights.
gave the name of the caftle of St. Angelo. 'This:
caftle and the tower, which were fomewhat more -
than an hundred yards diftant from one another, -
were built upon the two rock, upoa which it is pre-.
tended, that the fect of the great brazea Coloflus.
: Q2 flood
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ftood in former times, and which was of fo prodi-
gious a bulk, that the greateft veflels,. as we are
told, might pafs with all their fails fpread between
its legs. The baftion adjoining to the tower of St.
Nicholas,was by the fea-fide, privided with nine great
picces of cannon, which commanded the entry of
the port fo entirely, that no fhip could enter in on
any fide. The ‘littde port, or port of the gallies,
was covered towards the fea with a narrow neck of
rock, that ran out from the firm land, and had a
caftle upon it, called by the knights the caftle of
St. Elme or St. Erme. This port is more fecure
than large, and may hold feveral gallies; but the
mouth of it is fo narrow, that there cannot above
one enter at a time. They fhut it up every evening
with a chain that was faftened to a little tower at
the farther end of a mole which runs about tweaty
five or thirty paces out into the fea ; the other end
of the chain was faftened to a piece of rock that
jutted out from the land feven or cight paces from
the caftle. Near the port of the gallies ftood the
arfcnal where they ufed to be built, and over a-
gainft the baftion which is between the two' j»orts,

there is a large tower with a ditch, and three great
pieces of cannon, which defended the cotrance of
this laft port. Above the prince’s palace, and the
inns of the languages, were a great number of
churches, among which that of St. John, the pa-
tron of the order, was remarkable for the greatnefs
of the edifice, and the height and fine workman-
fhip of its fteeple. All thefe noble buildings, 10-
gether with the. fortifications both ancient and mo-
dern, made Rhodes one ot the fineft cities of the
caft. It was furrounded by a double," others fay
with a triple enclofore of walls, fortified with thir-

teen large towers, buiit after the antique fathion,

five of which lay within a fort of ravelin and bafti-

on, which the hiftorians of the time call bulwarks:

and thefe bulwarks were covered by barbacans or
: faufle.
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fauffe-brayes, - and other advanced works: The
ditch was large and deep: the couantericarp well
faced and paliilado’d : all that lay open in the parts -
adjacent to the place, was expofed to -an infinite -
sumber of battérics, compated of eannon of differ-
tot bores, -according to the nearneis or diftance of -
the places-in view, -Rhodes feemed to-defy  an at-
tack on ali.fides; and from the glacis to the body -
of the place, there was nothing but fortifications -
heaped onc upon another, and batteries that fuffer<
ed no approaches to be made without- danger and -
lofs of men, -

We have-faid; wpom the:credit of the hiftorians -
of thae age, that there.were five-bulwarks or-bafti- -
ons; -

The grand ‘mafter committed the defence of them :
to five old knighis that had given fignal proots of -
their capacity and couraze on many occations. The -
chevalier de Metnil had the:care - of defending the
baftion ot Auvergne ; bro:her Francis-de Carrieres
was pofted in that of Spain; Nicholas Hufley was
to command in that of England ; Berenger de Li-
oncel in that of Provence ; and Andelot Gentili ¢
undertook to defend the baftica of Italy. [he grand -
mafter diftributed at the fame time the beft part of
his troops upon the ramparts, and divided them *
according to their quarters. Brother Raimond de
Ricard, the oldeft commander of the language of -
Provence, was at the head of a brigade to take care
of a poft that bore the fame-name.- Raimoad Ro- -
ger of the language of Auvergne was pitched upon -
for the quarter of his language ; Joachim de St. -
Aubin with the French knights was to defend the
wall from the Franque tower, as far as the gate of
St. Ambrofe, and from that gate- as far-as that of
St. George. ‘The Germans were pofted under the °
conduét pf the commander Valdners : William Ou- -
iz0n commanded in the quarter of the Englith; .
George Ermar in that Oletaly; John d¢ Barbarar

3

and.
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and Ernard Sollier were to defend the pofts of Ca-

ftile and Arragon, wherc the ditches were peither

broad nor deep enough. The quarter called St.

Mary de la Vifoire was ftill weaker: the gerand

mafter undertook the defence of it himfelf, quitted

his palace, and lodged at the foot of the wall with,
fome knights that he had referved to fight under

his own command, and near his perfon.

Befides this diftribution, the grand mafter chofe
likewife four lords, all of them grand crofles, to
whom they gave the tille of ApjuTaNT CaP-
TAINS or GENERALS, who, with the companics
under their command, were a fort of corps de re-
ferve, and were to march to fuch places as were
moft prefled. The firft of thefe captains was d’A-
maral, whofe fidelity they did not as yet fufped.
His bufinefs was to fuftain thofe that defended the
pofts of Auvergne and Germany ; brother John
Buck, Turcopilier of the order, and a koight of
the language of England, was appointed for the
quarter of Spain and ingland ; brother Peter de

" Cluys; grand prior of France, was to luflain thofe
of his own nation, amd the pofts of aftile and
Yortugal ; and brother Gregory de Morgut, grand
prior of Navarre, was afligned (0 march to the fuc-
cour of the pofts of Provence and italy. ‘I he
grand mafter added to thefe four lords, brother
Gabriel de Pommerols his lieutenant-general, who,
without having any fettled poft and quarter, was
to go to all places where there thould be need ; and
the grand mafter, at the Lead of his guards, com-
manded by the chevalier dc Bonneval, of the lan-
guage I:of Auvergne, referved the fame fua&ion to
himlclf. : :

We have already vbferved, that, before the firft
ficge, they carried into the city a ftatue of the ho-
ly virgin, which was revered in a church dedicated
to her, and built vpon-Mont-Phiterme. They took
the fame precaution before this fecond fiege, amlil

a
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all the clergy and people went in proceflion to the
church to take it, and brought it into the city,
whereof the was confidered as the prote&trefs, and
depofited it in the church of St. Mark.

The tower of St. Nicholas being looked upon as
the maft important poft, and as the key of Rhodes;
the grand mafter intrufted the defence of it ta bro-
ther Guyot de Caftelane, of the language of Pro-
yence, an old knight, who had diftinguithed him-
{elf by a great number of brave adtions. Twenty
knights and 300 foot entered into the fortrefs un-
der his command; they gave 6oo men to the
koights Claude de St. Prix and John Boniface,
both Frenchunen, and to Lopez d’Aiala and Hugh
Capon, Spapiards, to patrol round the city night
and day in their turn, and to maintain good order
in it, with power to judge and condemin malefaétors
to death, referving however a liberty of appealing
to the grand mafter. This prince, fearing that the
four grand croffes, whom he had chofe for adju-
tat-captains, would not, during the courfe of the
fiege, be fufficient to carry relief to all places that
thould be attacked, added four others to them, viz.
Anatafius de fainte Camelle, Guyot Dazas, French
kaights, Marin Furfan and Raimond Marquer,
Spaniards, and gave cach of them a company of
150 men. The grand marfhal, according to the
rights of his office, gave the great ftandard of the
order, to Anthony de Grolee of the province of
Danphine, a knight of diftinguifhed valour, and
well worthy of fo honourable a truft. The cheva-
lier de Tiateville, a relation of the grand mafter’s,
was appointed 10 carsy the ftandard of the holy

. crucifix, and the chevalier Heari de Maufelle, one
of the officers of the grand mafter’s houfehold,
carried his particylar ftandard.

. Whilft 1he grand mafter was employed in affign-
ing the knights their feveral employments, and the
quarters which they wers to defend, they faw that

the
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the Tucks were in the night making fignals of fire
upon that part of the coaft of Lycia, that lics oppo-
fite to the ifle of Rhodes.

The grand matfter, that he might not negleé&t any
thing, ordered a French koight *, whofe name was
Mennetou, totake his pink, and go with a Rho-
dian named Jaxi, who fpoke the Turkifh language,
to find out the meaning of thofe fires. The French
knight, purfuant to his orders, put to fea, and,
coming pretty ncar the coaft, he perceived feveral
Turkith foldiers, difguifed like merchants, ftand-
" ing by the fide of a fountain. Jaxi afked them the
reafon of their fignals, and enquired at the fame
time for a Turkifh merchant of his acquainsance,
who had formerly traded at Rhodes. ''hey anfwer-
ed him, that that merchant was not far off ; that
he was coming thither ; and that he might fee him
if he would come athore. The Rhodian excufed
himfelf, unlefs they would fend an hoftage to his
commander : the Turks agrced to it; the exchange
was made ; but, as foon as Jaxi was afthore, thele
perfidious wretches, contrary to the law of nations,
bound him, harried him away in all hafie to Con-
ftantinople, and delivered him to Pyrrhus batha,
the author and diretor of this picce of treachery.
Mennetou thought to take his revenge on the Turk-
ith hoftage ; but, when he came back to Rhodes,
they found that he was only a forry peafant, whom
they had drefled in a filk veft, and from whom the
grand mafter and council could get no maoner of
mformation. '

In the mean time Pyrrhus having the Rhodian
in his power, endeavoured to get an account trom
bim of the flate of the city of Rhodes; and not
being able to gain upon him by civilities and hopes
of great reward, he put him to fuch violent torture
for feveral days together, that the Greek, no lon-

* Relation du commandeur de Bourbon, p. 13,
ger




KNIGHTS OF MALTA, 189

ger able to bear it, anfwered to the interrogatories
that were put to him, and died foon after. Pyrrhus
acquainted the grand feignior with the Rhodian’s
depofition, and aflured his mafter, chat there were
not above five or fix thoufand men in arms at
Rhodes. Solyman refolved immediately to begin
the fiege ; ‘but as it was a rule with him never to
begin any war without a previous declaration of it,
he fent one by an cxpreg who went into | ycia,
and according to cuftom made the ufual fignals
with fires, as had been done by thofe who carried’
off Jaxi. )
The grand mafter, who did not know of his
cath, fancied immediately that the Turks had fent
hm back. The knight Boniface d’ Aluys went by
his orders with a galley to reccive him. When he
arrived near the coaft, he faw fome turks on borfe-
bik, who without faying any thing of Jaxi, told
bim they were come with letters from the grand
{igoior to the grand mafter, and that i they
would wait a hrtle while, they would go fetch them,
inviting at the fame time the Trucheman or inter-
preter of the galley to come afhore to receive them.
But the chevalier d’Aluys, fearing another trick
I’ke that which was played the chevalier de Men-
n:tou, would not fuffer him to go. Bcing likewife
apprehenfive of another ambiifcade, and of there
being fome veflels in a readinets to furprite and
feize on his galley, bhe told them, that he was go-
ing away that very moment, and thav it they had
any leteers to {end to the grand mafler, they might
deliver them to him.: The Turks feeing him ready
to fail off, tied the paicket of lerters r0 a ftone, and
threw it on fhip board. He carried the packet to
the grand mafter : it was opened in tull.council :
they found in it 2 letter of Solyman in the form
of a declaration of war, dire&ed to the grand ma-
fter, to the knights in general, and to the citi:;;s
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aod inhabitants of Rhodes. This letter of defiance
was drawn up pretty near in thefe terms.

* The continual robberies with which you in-
“ feft our faithful fubjeés, and the infult you of-
*¢ fer to our Imperial majefty, oblige us to requirc.
* you to delivet up to us immediately the iflind
“ and fortrefs of Rhodes. I you do it readily,
¢ we fwear, by the God who made heaven and
*¢ carth, by the fix and twenty thoufand prophets,
¢ and the four mufaphi that fell from heaven, and.
¢ by our great prophet Mahomet, that you fhall
% have free liberty to go out of the iftand, and the
* inhabitants to ftay there, without the leaft i
“ jury being done to you = but if you do not fub-
“ mit immediately to our orders, you fhall be alb
“ cut to pieces with our terrible {word, and the'
“ towers, baftions and walls of Rhodes fhall be.
¢ laid level with the grafs that grows at the foot
¢ of all thofc fortifications.” ‘

This letter was no great furprife to the counncily
and they. refolved, that if the grand fiignier fhould
attack the ifland, to anfwer him only with their
cannon: Bur before the enemy appeared, and that'
they were obliged to enter upon ation; the grand
maafter ordered them to preparc themielves for it
by fafting and prayer: he himfelf firlt fet them:
the example of it, and the.moments which he could
fpare from the toils of government, he fpent it
devotion befare the altar  Foantanus, arcontem®
porary hiftorian, and-eye-witnefs of what pafled at
the fiege, in the relation which be has left us of ity
abferves, that the knights and citizens of Rhodes
had as. much confidence in his prayers as in bis
valour;. and it was a.common faying among them,
that under fo pious a prince,. heaven would inter:

pofe for the prefervation.of his domipions.
" As the ifl¢ of Rhodes was inhabited by t';o dif-
crent
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ferent nations, each of them had their own me-
ropolitan, both in the nomination of the grand
mafter. Leonard Baleficin then enjoyed thae dig-
tity with regard to the Latins, and a caloyer or
monk of St. Bafil, called Clement, was archbithop
of the Greeks. Thele two prelateg lived in a per-
fe& harmony, and made it their whole bufine(s to
maintain peace between their diocefans. The Latia
archbithop was 2 very fine fpcaker : he was one of
the moft eloquent preachers of his age. However,
s the Turks “always treated their Greek fubjeéts
more favourably than the Latins, the grand mafter
wis not without appreheafions that the Greek in-
babitants of the ifles of the order might poffibly
be feduced by this diftinétion in their favour, and
therefore engaged the two metropolitans in their
fermons to exhort their diocefans to fight courage-
oufly againft the enemies of the faith.

Both the prelates acquitted themfeives in this
point with zeal, and fucceeded in it without diffi-
cly. The fidelity of the Rhodians to the order
was not to be thaken: not only from the inviolable
attachment which they difcovered for the true re-
ligion, but likewife becaufe the kaights had al-
ways governed with great juftice and moderation ;
the furcft bond in nature between a fovereign and
his fubjeéts, :

In the mean time the Turkifh fleet fet fail ; thisty
gallies advanced before it. The commander, as he
pafled along the coafts of the ifle of Lango, or
Coos, landed fome troops to ravage it: but thefe
plunderers were fo vigoroufly charged upon their
landing by Prejan de Bidoux, great prior of St,
Giles, governor of the ifland, that they were for-
ced to reimbark with fome lofs. This commander
being informed by the prifoners that he took, that
thofe gallies, and the main body of the flecet which
followed them, was fieering direétly for Rhodes,
fenr, after they were gone by, to afk the gr:tx:d

mafter
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matter Yeave to come to him, and ferve the order
in the fiege.  Ihe grand mafter, who knew his
capatity and long experience in war, was equally
sffe@ed with his zcal and courage. He readily
fent him the orders that he afked and the brave;
koight, wpon the receipt of them, went oen board
abrigantine, amnd in the night time got into the

'urks that lay off it at fea. 'The grand mafter em-
braced him tenderly, commended him highly, and
not to leave his talents, and particularly his vigi-

et of Rhodes, ‘without being difcovered by the |

1ance unemployed, he guve him-the commiffion of |

vifitiog the feveral pofis of the place, and of com-
maading at all the datteries jointly with the bailiff
of Manofque.

They likewife brought ovet at the fame time
from the other ifles of the order, and particulariy
from Nizzuro, the greateft part of its inhabitaats,
a brave fet of men, ufed to cruize at fea, and com-
bar againit the infidels. The grand mafter took
‘this refolution, becaufe the only thing they had to
do in this war was to fave the capital; and if the
order could but maintain its ground there, the o-

ther iflands would be cither preferved, or atleaft |

be more eafily recovered.

When thefe inhabitants were landed, they put
them with provifions into the caftles of Lindo,
Feracle, and the other fortrefles of the ifland :
fome gallaot koights were likewile put into thofe
places to command them : their orders were, that
if they fhould be befreged, to hold out 2s long as
pofible, to gain time and put off the fiege of the
capital ; and if the infidels did not aitack them, to
go often out on parties, and try to furprize the
ftragglers from the main army.

The Turkifh fleet, after making the coaft of
Lycia, appeared at laft within fight of Rhodes, and
ftopped in a (hallow water about eight miles or
three leagues from thonce: but not-finding a good

: 1 : bottom,
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bottom, and the place being likewife at that feafon °
expofed to the wefterly winds, Curtogli weighed
anchor, fet fail, and went to land on the other
fide, in a lee-fhore, where there was good anchor-
ing, called Parambolin, fix miles from the ary.
There afterwards came thither from the ports of
Syria, Pal:ftine and Egypt, a great nurmber of vel-
fels and gallies laden with troops and ammuni:ion }
fo that when- the Turks had got all their fo' ces to-
gether, they computed no lefs than four hundred
fail in their fleet ; and the land army confifted of a
hundred and forty thoufand men, without reckons
ing fixyy thoufand pioneers, which Solyman’ had
drawn-out of the fron iers of Hungary, and the
mountains of Servia, Bofnia and Waulachia, where
moft of them had been bred to digging under -
ground and working in mines.

The grand mafter, upon the enemies approach,
quitted his palace, and pofted himfelf near the
church of St. Marte de la . Viétoire, to be the
more within recach of fuccouring the pofts that
fhould be attacked- During the firft thirteen days,
the infidels made no motion at all: their gallies,
flat-bottomed veffels and barks were, continually
tranfporting their troops from the ports of Fifcho
and Macry into the ifle of Rhodes, and they work-
¢d at the fame rime in landing the heavy arrtillery,,
provifions and ammunition. When all was landed,
they held a coundil of ‘war about the different o-
perations, of the army. Some officers were of o-
Pinion, that'they fhould ‘begin with the atricking
the caftle of Lindo, and the other fortrefl's of the -
Hland, which the knights had built to “hinder the
making ‘of defcents ; and they reprefented, that
the troops which were in thofe places might fur-
Prize and interrupt their convoys, and cut thofe
troopers to pieces that might ftraggle abroad for
foragc;' but Peri or ‘Pyrthus batha, the fon of a -
‘renegado Epiror, was apainft this fentimenr, and

Vor. 111, - R reprefented,
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reprefented, that they fhould lofe time, which was
too precious to be thrown away, in reducing thefe
little places ; that they ought to advance diredtly
to the capital, the taking of which would make all
thofe caftles fall of courfe ; and with regard to the
partics which might difturb their convoys .and fe-
ragers, they might eafily fecure themfelves from
any apprehenfions of that nature, by fending fuch
firong clcorts that the Chriftizns durft not attack
therh. ' :
. The general declared himfelf for this latter o-
pinion :" Rhodes was invefted ; they began to open
the trenches out of the reach of cannon fhot, and
when.they were nearer the town, the infidcls raifed
a battery, which was immediately difmouated by
the artiilery of the place. Nothing could appear
in the plain, but it was immediately battered, and
felt the fury of the cannon; and the knights ma.
king frequent fallics, killed a great number of the
!Y'urks, .cleared the trenches, and filled up their
firt works. The Turks began them again, and
raifed ne# bafteries; but notwithftanding their. be-
ing covered with fheds, gabions and thoulder works,
" ‘neverthelefs the knights, with their continual fire,
ruined all their works, and defiroyed fuch as ma-
* paged the artillery of the ‘infidels The fword
made a great bavock of what the cannon had
fpared: there was every day fome (kirmith or o-
‘ther, and no fallies -were made, but all the Turks
in the trenches were cut to pieces. ’
. The Turkith foidiers, who were ufed to make
‘prognofticks from the firft fkirmifhes, prefaged no
good to themfelves with regard to the fuccefs of
the fiege : the janizaries, and even their very of-
" ficers, found the valour of the knights fo much
fuperior to the great charaler that had been given
.them of it, that they complained of being led to
.the fluughter. Befidcs, through the grand mafter’s
“wife precaution, the iflind was a kind of defert,
Tt o ., me
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no inhabitants, no pro‘viﬁons nor forage; neither
could the foldiers ftraggle abroad in queft of ady,
but they were prefently fnapped up by parties thae
fallied out of the caftles of the ifland ; and thele
parties, that were always lying in one ambufcade
or other, killed all that fell into their hands, wirh-
out giving quarter.. A war fo toilfome and bloody,
the extraordinary: fortifications: of Rhodes, " the
continual fire of the artillery, the frequent fallies,
the fcarcity of provifions, which they were forced
to be very careful of; becaufe they could get none
but from-beyond fea, the little, or rather no hopes
of bogty, and yet-lefs of recompence, in the zb-
fence OF: their fovereign, their fmall confidence in
a young general that- had been brought up in the.
pleafores of the feraglio; all this contrituied to
the diftaft~, and even the murmurings of the ofli-
cer as well as the foldiers A fpirit of mutiny, un-
“dera general that had notcredit enough with thent,
foon facceeded to thefe murmurs; and if an” at--
tack was to be made, or a fally to be repulfed, the
“troops- could not be brought to advance but with
‘relyétance, and like men that did not believe they:
could vanquiflt or help being vanquifthed. Io fine,
*the fear of -danger made obedience languith, and
all refpeét for'command was lofti
Peri bafha, to whom Solyman had given particu- -
‘lar brders ta fend him an’ exa&- account of ‘every
thing that paffed at the fiege, thought himfelf o- g
bliged 10 let him know-the difcouragement and dé-
fpondency of his-army : and he obferved in his leta
ter, that nothing but bis prefence could root our
“the-feeds-of rebellion, and reanimate the comrage °
_of his foldiers.. The bafhas thatwere left about the -
foltan, and compofed his council, were againft his
comumittiag himfelf to the hazards of the fea ; bat
the prince, jealous of his glory, and having the et.- -
ample of his father Selim, and the fultans his aa-
ceftors before his eyes: and being likewife perfua- -
. . R N d‘d, )
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ded, that the fingle preferice of a fovereign fur-
mounis the greateft difficultices, refolved to put him-
felf at the head of his zrmy, and accerdingly fet
out for Lycia with a body ot 15000 men.

‘Whilft this prince was on his march, a Turkith
woman, who was flave to a townf{man of Rhaodes,
cither from a zeal for her falfe religion, or in hopes
of recovering her liberty, formed alone an eptes:
Eril’c that an hundred thoufand Turks eould nat

ring about, As the knights.and the infidels were
fighting together every day, fhe, in order to make
- a diverfion that might facilitate the atiacks of the
Turks, refolved. to fet fire to the principal places of
the city ; butas it was impoflible for her o exe-
cute this projet alone, fhe communicated it to
fome other flaves of her own country and religion.
Thefe flaves, influenced by the fame motives, and
by her perfuafion, enteredinto the plot. The wo-
man found a way (o give the Turkifh generals no-
tice of her defign ; and, in concert with them, fhe
fixed the confpirators a day for this conflagration,
and the quarter wherein they were to light it.
Thefe mcafures were fo well taken, that Rhodes
mult have fallen by the enterprife of this woman,
had not one of the flaves accidentally dropped 2
word that difcovered the fceret of the conipiracy.
.They were immediately feized, and all of them,
when put to the rack, owned their plot; the wo-
man was the only perfon that did not fubmit to the

. -force of pain, but endured the moft violent tor-
.tures, without making the leaft confefion. But
her accomplices being confronted with her, and
maintaining that fli¢ was the only perfon that en-
gaged them in this confpiracy, the judges ordered
. her to be hanged. They quartered all the other
confpirators, and their linibs were fixed up in fe-
veral places of the city, in order to intimidate the
reft of the flaves, and all that niight afterwards be

tempted to form a like enterprize, -

: ¢
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#he fultan in the mean ‘time pafling through Ca- -
ria and: Lycia, arrived-at Portofiteho. . His vefltls -
came thither to take him oo board -with the troops: -
that ferved for-his ‘efcorte’; and -he:came -into tite =
ifle of Rhodes to his'camp, where he-was received
with the falvos of artillery, and the.found of drums, .
trumpets and other warlike: inftruments. . His-pre.
fence put-a ftop 1o the ‘murmurs of the- foldiery, .
arid made themdread a «chaftifement.- He declar-
ed-that thie only defign of his coming was to punith *
a rebellious army, and decimite or purto death, e-
very' tenth - foldier, calling them cowards -at- the
fame time : but Peri-batha,. who had a great influ- -
ence over him, reprefented. to: him:that the janiza- -
ries,-and-even the braveft of that -body of troops, .
were the very men that had appeared moft muti- -
nouss that he could not punith: them without dif-
touraging-the reft, and that therefore, in a ficge of
fuch: diflicultg and importance, it wexe better to o-
verlook their fault; orelfe to make them fenlible of
-itby fuch reproaches as fhould reinfpire them with
their woated bravery. » P ’
. This prince, after having qoncerted wirh his-mi-
nifter what behaviour he thould put on with regard
to his troops, ordered them to appear before him
“without their arms, and caufed shem 10 be furrouu-
-ded by the 150c0 men--that he had brought witt
him t0 she fiege. They had ere@ed an h'gh -and
magnificent throne for him. The priuce, armed -
with majefty, afcended it with a fierce and fratwcly .
aIr, and (at there for fome time without- once @-
Pening his lips, cafting dreadful looks‘ on every -
fidé, which the trembling foldier confidered as the -
f?l:crunners of death. . At laRt,. breaking. this
difmal filence,  Was I, fays he, to have addrefls
* ed myfelf o foldiers, I would have allowed you
“ to appcar before me with your arms; but -
“fince I am forced to dire&® my difcourfe to -
¥ wretched flaves, .weal{:cr -and more faint-hearged -
i . \ 3 Cs lha!! -

e L
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than women, and who cannot ftand the_ bare
fbout of their enemies, it is not fitting that fuch
cowards fhould dithonour our arms, and the
chara&erifticks of valour. Iwouid gladly know,
if, whether upon landing in this ifland, you flat-
tered your{elves that the knights would prove
greater.cowards than yourfelves, and in a dread
of your arms fhould bring you their own, and
come in a fervile manoer to, offer their handsdnd
feet 1o the irons with which you fhould be pleaf-
ed to load them. In order to undeceive and cure
you of fuch a ridiculous miftake, know, ‘that m
the perfon of thefe knights, we are to fight with

.the flower of the Chrifiian world, with brave

men, trained up from their infancy .in the pro-
feflion of arms; we are to fight with eruel and
fierce lions, greedy of the blood of Muffulmen,
and who will not quit thcir hauat but to a fupe-
rior force. Itis their courage which has ‘excit-
éd our own. 1l imagined chat in attacking them
I fhould meet with an enterprize and dangers
that were worthy of my valour. And is it from
you, bafe and effcminate foldiers. that 1 am to
expet a conqueft ; you that are flying from the
enemy before you have looked him in the face,
and would have deferted, had it not been for
the fea that encompafles you f but hefore fucha
difgrace fhall happen to me, I am reiolved to ex-
ercife fuch exemplary juftice om the cowards, that
the feverity of.cheir pusithment fhall keep fuch
in their duty as might be wmpted to .imitate
them.” S

Scarce had the fultan ended thefe words, when,

upon a fignal given to the armed foldicrs that fur-
rounded the others, theydrew their fwords as if
they were going to maffacre their comrades. Thofe
wretches, at the fight of she drawn {words, ‘whofe
points were turned againft thom,. fell. upon their
kaces, and cricd aloud to the fultdn for mercy.

Thea
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'Then Peri, and the other generals, in concert-with
the prince, drew near his throne with the moft
piofound.severence, and befought him, in the maft
fubmiffive expreffions, to pardon thefe foldiers,
who, 35 Peri faid, had bebaved manfylly gn other
occafions, but whae in this had been unbappily mil-
led by an evil genius and a panick teirar.. The ba-
fha added, that they were ready to wath out their
faults with their blood, and his head fhould anfwer
to his highnefs for their hearty forrow and .repen-
tance. Thoygh Solyman’s defign was only to ve-
¢laim his troops, and bring them back to their dp-
ty, yetin prder to keep up before them to the cha-
raler of an incenfed pripce, and cngage the fol-
diers to blot out the r¢membrance of iheir coway-
dice by fome daring aQipn of extraordinary valour,
¢ | fufpend, fays he to Peri, at your requeft, the
¢ puaithment of the guilty : but let them go fegk
s« their pardon in the haftions and upon the bul-
¢ warks of our epanies.”- Wiith thefc words he

-difmifled the aflembly. . . ! .
This prince’s difcourfe, fo feafonably mixed with
feverity and clemency, infpired the troops with thejr
wonted boldnefs and ancient valour. ‘The officers
efpecially, to wipe off the ill opinion the fultan had
entertained of their courage, demanddd eagerly o
be placed in the moft dangeroys pofts. ‘Thofe ve-
sy perfons, who, before Solyman’s arrival, had
blamed this enterprize, found it then eafy and glo-
rious ; ope would not hawe taken them for the
fame 'men : they were all o fire to fignalize theijr
courage, aad, to fpeak properly, it is goly from
this day that we are to date the commencement of

the fiege. .
‘I'he foldiers and pioneers carried on the trenches
without intermiffion. They worked 8t them in the
day time as,well as in the night, and they were xe-
lieved -in their wurns by various. detachments -of
wroops shat fucceeded -pne anpther, The grand ?tw
\ or
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" fter-feeing them fuftained by ftrong brigades, did’
_not think- fit to continue his fallies, id which the
> 16fs of one fingle kright was of greater con‘equenie |
to him than fifty {oldiers to So%yman; fo that the
~ infidéls having nothing to fear bur the fire of the |
- place, laboured with fo much -vigour; that they |
- carried on their works - as far-the counterfearp:
* and in order to make their lines-the ftronger, they
~ faced them on the outfide with beams of timiber and
- planks tied together. . They nexe sugmented their |
- batteries 3 from which they, for feveral days toge- |
--ther, fired cominualiy vpon the ciy. . ‘The Turks
- flattered themfelves thar they fhould ruin the forti
- fieations in 2 -little rimey but had notice fent them |
. ~bythe Jew who feived them as a fpy in Khodrs, thar |
«their cannon had fcarce fo much as grafcd upon the
battlements of the wall, whether their batteris
: were ill placed or the cannon was not well pointed.
*He added, that the knighis, from the top of St
* Jobn's ficeple, faw every thing that paffed 1n ther
camp, and the parts adjacent ; and that if the Chri-
sftians Thould happen té6 plant fome-pitee of artitle:
“ry on the top of that feéple, they might eigher kill
ithe fultan as he was vifiiing the works, or fuch as
‘carried his orders. Thefe advices determined the-
* befiegers to change the fituation of their batteries:
- they pointed one among the reft againft Sr. John’
“freeple, which was demolifhed by the firflt cannon-
thot that they fred, - .
t  Thefe barbarians finding Rhodes covered and bu-
“ried, -as it were, under its fortificdtions, refolved o
 raifc twe cavaliers that- fhould. be higher than thoft
“works, and command the city and-bulwarks. The
foldiers and pioncers, by the general’s orders,
fetched earth and flones for feveral days together,
‘whith they placed between the pofts of Spain and
. Auvergne, over againft the -baftion- 8f Italy. As
- thele two places lay open and ‘expofed: to the can-
“aon of the place, it would be impoffible to c;p:l':fs
‘o ) . waat

-
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vhat 2 prodigious number of Turkifh foldiers and
vioneers perifhed in this work : bpt Muftapha, ip
nder to advance it, made po feruple of throwing
way the lives of thple poor wretches: the work-at
aft appeared like two little hills, which were tenr
ir twelve foot higher than the wall, and command-
d it abfolutely. . .
The general, and the other hafhas then made a
litribption of the feveral pttacks. Muftapba took
apon hirmfelf that of the bulwark of England ; Pg-
ri that of the poft of ftaly; Achmet batha, a great
tngineer, undertook the attack of the baftions of
Spain and Auvergne ; but as they feemed to be da-
fended by a numecrous artillery, and a great num-
ber of knights, the fultan woyld have this Jaft ba-
fha fuftained by the Aga of the janiaaries, The
begler-beiof Anatolia commanded ip the trenches
oppofite to the paft of Prowenes,, and the begleg-
bel of Romania wag 19 awtack the sower of St. Nij-
chelas ; all thefe gencrals saukd a continual fire W
made., - S .
The poft of Germany was the firf} attacked : the
Turks planfcd feveral bgsteries againft the wall: -
they did pot think it could lopg rcfift thg violence
ot the cannen, becauf it bad no platform of carth:
but the grand maﬂqr.rppaircd thither. immediatcly
himfelf, -and cauled ik tp be fuppcited on ihe igp-
fide by earth, beams of timber, and fafcines: and
as the artillery, which was placed oa the gate of his
palace in 3 place of great height, looked uver agd
commangded the batteriesof the infidels, the Chiiftian:
cannopecrs demolithed them, and broke to picces
their gabions, fheds and parapets. 'L'hconly 1eme-
Y was te make new omes, which, however, djd
not laft longer than the Hift;; the cannon of the
town did fure executipn,- and heat dewn all. it was-
kvelled ar, whercas that of the infidels, on the
contrary, being ill managed, and poiated againft a.
Place of fuch height, ang always kecping the fame

line*
(=]
a?g;o
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line and point of elevation, pafied above the wil
‘and thot at random : we may fuppofe, that thir
gunoers were as yet wholly ignorant-of the metho
of lowering their cannon, and making it bear dowr
wards, and againft the foot of the wall, -

The bafha, difcouraged at the little fervice by
batteries had performed, removed, and plantd
them againft the tower of St. Nicholas, We hawt
obferved in the former book, and during the mr
‘@terthip of the grand mafter d’Aubuflon, the il
-fuceefs of the attacks of the bafha Paleologus; nor
was that of the begler-bei of Romania more fuccefs
ful. The bafha battered the tower with twele
great brafs guns, but had ‘the mortification to fit
-his cannon difmounted, and his batteries ruined by
‘thofe of the tower. To. prevent this effed, tht
‘was owing to the fkill of the chriftian gunners, bt
“refolved to fire osly by night, and baried his an
*nen and gabivds in'the- fand all ‘the day-time: 2
‘foon as night came, they planted -them agaio 0
the platform ; and above §oo cannon fhot ftriking
“on the part of the wall that looked: towards
‘wefl, it was thiken dewn-into the divchs )
- The bafha was in high delight at-thie effect of bi
“nightly battery, and fed himfelf with vain hepesof
* earrying that- work at the firft efftult : - but he w
firangely forprifed to fec-a mew wall appear behind.
the ruins of the-firft, firengthened with a rampart
" and-parapet; and linéd .with artillery to. keep off al
- approaches to it.- He was-now-foreed te tske a1
folution of beginning anew to batter this fecond wall-

Solyman, beitvg advertifed -of ‘i, fent to recor

" notre. it: they gave him an account; that ths
- towér was the firongeft part ofethte place, et 0}*'7
: by its fitvation en a.rock, which was preof againft
* the fap, and covld have no mine cut in.it, butlike
wife by the different works added 1o it fince the'lift
fiege ; -and that, under the reign of Mahomet Il
- Wis-gtandfathicr, the batha Paleologus had been o

~ -
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liged to give over this attack. Thefe confiderations
Jetermined the fultan to remove his batteries to, an-
sther place.. Muftapha, by his orders, direéted
ais attack againft.the principal baftions of the
slace ; a prodigious train of artillery battered them.
rght and day for a month together. The chevas
ier de Barbaran, who commanded .at that of Spaing
was killed by a cannon-ball. He was fucceeded in
his command by the chevalier John d’'Omedes, afe
lerwards grand malfier, of the language of Arrae
son, who, in defending that poft, loft an eyc a few"
days after by a mufket-ball. The Turks battered °
all thefe baftians at the fame time ; that of Englang
was greatly damaged. A pcw wall, which the
had made there, was entirely ruined by the cannon
of the infidels, but the old one ftood firm againg}
il the fury of the artillery : the grand mafter ran
thither ; and, finding the Turks obftinately bensg
upon that attack, he lodged himfelf ag the;foot of
the wall, and, for fear of an afliult, caufed a reing
forcement of fifty knights to enter into the baftion:
That of Italy was in a ftill warle condition : fe.
Yenteen pieces of cannon, firing oo it.day and night,
bad almoft demolithed the whole wall. The grand
mafter, by Martioengo’s advice, in order to get
time to make cuts and intrenchments behind the
breach, before the infidels could mount to the af-
fault, ordered 200 men to fally out under the com-
mand of a ferying brother, called Bartholomer,
and Bepedi@t Scaramofe, an enginger, who had
tn brought up uader- Martinengg : - they threw
themfelves dnto the trenches fword in_hand, furpris
led the "Turks. killed or put to flight all that they
met, and, before they made their rewreat, filled up
1 great many yards of the trenches. The Tuiks
id not fail, as that expert engioeer, had forefeen,
0 haQlen to driva them back: but, as they were
forced to;pafs by a_place that lay open and expa-
de_, the argillery of the place, which they had
Polaied op that fide, killed a great.number of them,
. A L ) ard,

A Y
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and, By the help of a continual fire, the Chriftians
who Had made che fally got back into the city with-
out-any confiderable lofs.

* ‘WHilft this #irtith laked, -part of the knighs
#ere Bufy in digzing ditches, and making crofs-cus
ahd ittrenchments, to hinder the enemy from ma
king & lodgemént upon the breach, whilft others of
tHerh, with mufket: fhot, ‘killed all that durit ad-
vance near it. The cannon’of the place played
wpon, and reached fuch a8 were 4t a.greater di
ftande, and nothing appeared but was ftruck down
immediately. Moft of the batterfes of the infidels
Wére uined-; ‘their gibfons and fheds were beatto
preces'::4nd <heir fhollder works could not fave
56le: At were employed about the artliery fron
Being taken off by that of the town. .

" A enegado. Solyidn’s general of the ordnanct,
& man well fkilled in his profeffion, had both bis
Jegs catried oft by a cannon fhot, which atfo ki.’fzgl
five nfen with the fpliaters of ‘the planks that't
broke to pieéed. 'The Turks, without being di
beéattened, repaired their Barteries, kept firing con
tinually, and they had fo great a number of can-
hon, and' fuch a “gredt quantity of powder,
they dftén dentolithed in an Howae’s time, -what the
Chiriftians could hardly répair in federal days. The
© Roights began ‘even to want powder already. D'A-
maral, one of the commiffioners appointed befort
the fiege to vifit the tmagazines, had, in order to

voar-the Turks, and difuble the kitights from o
- tinuihg their defence,” made ‘a ‘fulfe repove 10°tht
coundil, and-declarcd that hé had found more fo%
der-in- the placé than would ‘feree-to fuftain‘the

fiege, even though it fhould laft'a whole year. B!

‘they were not'long before they fouad to the oo™

trary : the powder they ‘had-was diminifhed o (00"

“fiderably, dtat they wowld foon Rive had noaekh

‘had it ‘ot ‘been the” grand ‘maftér’s hiving md

‘prbvifion of falt petre, who' fer-all the horfes of I

“frable to work; to beat'it imail by Hélp 6“"‘"”{,’:’{
. . 1 ( !
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that were in the place: the bailiff de Manofque and -
the chevalier Parifot were appointed to fuperintend
over this affair, However, as they had ot fo much
falt-petre as they would have occafion for, the offi-
cers of the artillery were obliged to fire lefs frequent-
ly, to hufband their powder, and réferve it for the
affauits which they forefaw the Turks would make
on the place, whenever the breaches fhould be
made larger. .

This misfortune, owing, as it is pretended, to she
treachery of the Portuguefe knight, was attended
by another, occafioned by fome young knights,
whilft the Turks were giving a falfe alarm to the
poft of Auvergne. 'I'he guards were bringing from
work 2 company of flives, about 120 in number,
who were ordinarily employed in digging the
ground, or in drawing flones and beams to make
intrenchments, Thefe young knights, meeting
them, ftruck fome of them for diverfion’s fake, juft
252 body of old konights were paffing by, and who
were marching in hafte to the poft of Auvergne up-
on the fignals made on occalion of the falfe alarm
that was given by the Turks. They, fecing it, im-
mediately imagined that thofe fl tves, from af imhpa-
ent defire of liberty, were rifen, and thit the
young knights attacked them in earncft. Poflcflcd
with this no:ion, they fell upoa thofe poor wretch-
¢ fword in hand, and cut them to picces: by this
unhappy miftake killing a company of innocent
men, and depriving themfelves of the affiftance
they received from _thefe flaves, who woold have

rved to fupply the places of the chriftian pionéers,
who fell daily in great numbers, either by the ene-
mies éannon, or by mufket fhot fired out of fultes
of a large bore, that carried as far as the breaches,
and into the very city.

The Turkifh general, difcovering that thefe pea-
fants, without minding how they expofed their

Ives, were by Martinengo’s dire@iopns making bar-

Vou, I11. S ricadocs,
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ricadoes, cuts, and intrenchments, along the breach-
es, had chofen out of his army a good number of
fowlers that were excellent markfmen. He had
placed them upon emipences that were neareft the
place, and upon cavaliers that commanded it, from
whence they fetched down with their harquebufiss
all that appeared upon the ramparis. Martinengo,
fecing his workmen killed withont his being able o
fecure them from the enemies fire, made them, by
way of ‘a’ connter-bittery, plant fome fmall ficld:
picces on the roofs of the higheft houfes. Thefe
oo*their fide killed abundance of the fowlers, but
the kiiling or difabling ten of thofe workmen did
not make the order amends for the death of on¢
chriftian foldier or pioneer: the town, being reds:
ced to a fmill number of defendants, could not loft
onc of them without drawing nearer its ruin: and
the grand mafter, in orderto protraét it, had no
re'ource, but either in a fpeedy fuccour, orff
prolonging the fiege, -and holding oat till the com:
ing of winter and bad weather, when he imagined
the Tuikifh flect would not be able to keep the fe.
. 'The wat had bitherto been carried on between
the beficgers and the befieged, by firing at onc an:
other : acd though that of the Tuiks, by reafon of
the multitude of their cannon, and the great quan
tity of their powder, was vaflly fuperior, yet tbef
were not mafters of one inch of ground in the b*
ftions and advanced works of the place. The bar-
ricadoes and ‘intrenchments ferved inftead of the
walls thac were beaten down : there was no carfj
ing thefe new works but by an affault ; and, inor
der to make it, it was neceflary to try the defcent
of the ditch, or fill it up. Solyman, who had 3
prodigious number of pioneers in his army, made
various detachments of them,. (omie to throw earth
and ftones into the ditchi ; but the knights, by bel
of their cafemates, carried off by night what thef
had thrown in by day : other pioneers were cmplO‘Y;
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¢l in digging mines in five different places, in each
of which they were carried on towards the b.ftion
over againft it. Some of them were countermined
by the vigilance of Martinengon, to whom we are
indebted for the invention of dilcovering the place
where they wcre carrying on, by drums and tkins
hard braced and ftretched.

The Turks had worked with fo much fkiil, that
the feveral branches of thefe mines had all a comn-
munication with one another ; and all of them, in
order to do the greater execution, centered at liit
ioone place.. Martinengo difcovered one in the
mildle of the ditch of Provence, that begar at St.*
Jobo's churchr. De la Fountaine, an enginzer, had
tbroke open immediately, drove the miners out of
twith granadoes, and threw in b.rrels of powder,
which bucet and fmothered the Turks that were in
thofe fubterraneous paflages. But whatever pains
b2100k, he could not prevent the infidels from
fpr'mging two mines, one after another, under the
bfion of England, .the force of which was fo via«
2aat, that ‘they blew up twelve yards of the wally .
ad the ruins of it filled up the ditch..

The. breach .appeared fo large and fo ealy to
wunt, that feveral battalions ot the infidels, that
aited the fuccefs of the mine, ran immediately o
e affault with great fhouts, and fabre in hand,
ey got-in .a moment to the top of the baftion,
id plinted feven enfigns upon it, and would have.
ade themfelves mafters of it, had they not met a -
ofs cut or intrenchment behind. it that flopped.
em, The knights, recovering from the confufion-
wut the terrible noife of the mine had thrown them -
to, ran to the baftion, snd charged the Turks.
ith mufket-fhot, granadaes, and ftones. Lhe grand
ifter was, at the very time that the mine fprung, .
i a church not far off, where he was betore the
tar imploring from heaven the fuccour which the:
rinces of the earth refufed him. He judged, «lbyi

S 2 the: -
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she dreadful crafh he heard, that the noife which
the mine made would be foon followed with an af-
fault; be rofe up immediarely, and it happencd to
be at that very inftant when the pricfts of the church
were beginning divine fervice, and were chaunting
this preliminary prayer, Deus in adjutorium meum
intende, O God, make hafte to dcliverme. ¢ [
¢ accept the omen,” cried the pious grand mafter,
and turniog about to fome old knights that were
with him, ¢ Let us go, my brethren,” fays he to
them, ¢ to change the facrifice of our praifes into
¢ that of our lives, and die, if it muft be fo, for
¢ the defence of our holy law.”

He advances immediately with his half-pike in
his hand, mounts upon the baftion, comes up to
the Turks, breaks, overturns, and kijlls all that
dares oppofc him : he pulls down the enemies en-
figns, and recovers the baftion with an irrefiftible
impetuofity. General Muftapha, who faw from
the trenches the confternation and flight of his fol-
diers, fallies out of them fabre in hand, kills the
firft of the fugitives that he meets, and fhews the
reft, that they would find lefs fafcty near their ge-
neral, than they would upon the breach. He ad-
vances on boldly him{clf ; his reproaches, and the
fhame of decferviag them, make the run-a-ways
rally about him; the engagement begins afrefh ;
the difpute grows bloody; fire and {word are
cqually employed on both fides ; they kill one an-
other both at a diftance aod near with mufket-fhot
and the fword ; they grapple with one another, and
the ftrongeft or the moft dextrous difpatches his
enemy with a ftroke of his poinard. 'The Turks,
lying expofid to mufket-thot, ftones, granadocs,
and fire pots, at length abandon the breach, and
turn their backs; in vain does their general ftrive

_ by threats and promifes to bring them back to the
charge ; they all break and take to their heels; but
in their flight find a death they werc afraid of meet-

: ing
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ing in the attion ; and they made fuch a continual
fire of the artillery -from different parts of the -
town, upon the foot of the breach, that they pre-
t.nd that the Turks loft on this occafion three
theufand men, .and three fangiacks.or governors *
of places. . . .

The order loft by this great advantage the great
mafter of the artillery, the chevalier d’ Argillemont
ciprain or geoneral of the gallics, the chevalier de
Maufelle, who carried the grand mafter s ftandard, -
and feveral other knighis that were killed in: fight---
ing valiantly.- . .

Scarce.a day paffed but was fiznalized by fome -
new attack. Every general officer, to pleafe the -
grand feignior, endeavoured at the expence of the
foldiers lives, te pufh on the works committed to *
kis care. Peri batha, an old capraio, notwithitand.-
ing his advan.ed age diftinguithed himfelf by con-
tinual enterprifes : he was poited againft the baflis -
on of Italy, and never gave thebeficged a mmoment’s
repofe either day or night - Tie hopes he had of
curryiog that work, .made him plant a good body
of infantry fo as to be concealed behind a cavalier
which they had raifed on the di:ch«{ide, and on the
thirteenth of September, at day break, when the -
beficged, quite fpent with fatigue and contioual
watching, were overtaken with fl:ep, he ordered
his troops to make the affaul: they firft difpatch- -
ed the centinels, pafled the breach, and were rea-
dy to feize the entrenchments ;- when thé Italians,
amazed to (ee the enemy fo near them, rufhed with -
fury upon the infidels, - who oppofed them with as »
much courage and refolution. - : o

The fight was maintained by the valour of both
for a long time. The batha ftood expofed by the -
ditch fide, from whence he fent them continually, -
new re-inforcements : but whilft he was exhorting
them to merit the recompence which the grand
feigoior promifed to fuch as fhould diftinguifly -

. 83 themiclves -
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themfelves by their bravery, the governor of the
ifle of Negrepont, a young lord of fingular valour,
and Solyman’s favourite, was killed by his fide,
with a ball fhot from a mufket. Peri, either fear-
ing that the grand feignior would impute his fa-
vourite’s death to bim, or clfe defiring to revenge
it, redoubled his efforts. The grand mafter, whofe
valour and love for his order multipliced him, as
we may fay, on this occafion, ran to the fuccour
with a particular body of knights that adtered to
his perfon: ¢ Let us go, fays be to thofe about
¢ him, and repulfe the Turks : we fhowd not be
¢« afraid of men whom we daily throw into a panic
¢ fear.” At the fame time, he charges the infi-
dels with his half-pike in his hand. The knights
of the language of lialy under his eye, amnd in imi-
tation of fo great an example, perform the moft
~ glorious a&ions : they all expofe themfelves to the
greateft dangers. A good wumber of them were
killed on this occafion ; and we muft do them this
juftice, that next to the grand mafter, the faving
of Rhodes was that day owing to their courage and
intrepidity. . . )

Peri judicioufly concluding, that it would be ia
vain for him to perfift in an attack which tbe
grand mafter himfclf defended, contented himfelf
with keeping on the fight; "and drawing his body
of foot from behind the cavalier that ferved to co-
ver them, ‘he put himfelf at their head, and went
to attack a new baftion, built in the grand.mater

" Caretto’s time, imagining it not to be fo well pro-
vided with defendants, and that he_thould be able
to furprife it, His troops 'advanced to she affault
with great refolution, but were repulfed with equal
vigour by the chevalier d’ Andelot who command-
ed at that work. The citizens and inhabitants ran
to his fuccour: the Turks were foon overwhelmed
with fhowers of granadees, ftones, bitumen and
boiling oil; and the aptillery, planted upoﬂr; ‘:t:
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lanks of the adjoining baftions, fcouring the ditch,
nade an horrible flaughter of them. Peri, after
ofing abundance of men in thefe two artacks, was
orced againft his will to found a retreat,

The janizaries, ditheartened at fo many unfuec-
efsful attacks, murmured aloud againft an enter-
wife, wherein one or other of their braveft com-
ades daily loft their lives. The vizier Muftapha
aring left thefe complaints fhould reach the cars
s Solyman, and that that prince, like moft of his
wedeceflors, fhould make him refponfible for the
I fuccefs, refolved to make a new aflanlt on the
nftion of England, and cither carry the place,
hough he loft never fo many foldiers, or die him-
tlf at the foot of the eatrenchments. He com-
nunicated his defign to Achmet batha, who was
trcamped, and commanded in the quarter oppofite
1o the pofts of Spain and Auvergne. Thefe two
geaerals agreed, that whilft the vizier attacked the
Englith baftion, Achmet, in order to divide the
forces of the befieged, thould fpring his mines, and
mount over the ruins they would make upon the
neaches, and make a lodgement there.  This en-
erprife was put in execution on the 17th of Sep.
ember, Muftapha fallied out” of the wrenches at
he head of five battalions: the troops fuftained by
iis prefence, climbed up the rubbith and ruins of
he wall, mounted boldly to the affault, got upon
he breach, and in fpite of all the firc of the be-
ieged, made their way as far as the entrenchments,
nd planted fome enfigns upon them. But they
lid not keep this firft advantage long. A fwarm
f knglifh knights, led on by a commander of that
ntion, whofe name was John Buck, fallied out
rom brhind the intrenchments, and being fuftain.
' by Prejan grand Prior of St. Giles, and the
:ommander Chriftopher Valdner of the language
of Germany, made fo furious a charge, that the
infidels were forced to give back. They retired ‘;3

£0
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good order however, and fill fighting. Muftaphs,
a much braver foldier than an able general, led on
himfelf a re-inforcement to their fuccour: the en-
pagement begins again with equal fury; the Tur
kifh general throws himfelf into the midft of the
knights, kills fome of them with his own hand,
and had he been as well followed by his foldiers,
Rhodes would have been in great danger. But the
artillery of the place, the little pieces efpecially,
that played upon the breach, and a great pumbir
of mufqueteers that galled them from behind the
intrenchments, made fo terrible a fire, that the in-
fidels, no longer regarding the menaces of Mufis-
pha, abandoned the breach, and.dragged him -
long with ther in their flight, How glorious foe-
ver this fuccefs might be to the order, neverthelefs
the knights paid very dear forit; they loft on this
occafion the commanders Buck and Valdner, fevera
Englith and German kaights, and the greateft part
of their principal officers. . .

Achmet batha was as unfortunate as general |
Muftapha in his attack : he fprung his mines 2
had been agreed between them ; but that which was
uander the poft of Auvergne took vent and did no
execution. . The mine which played under the poft
of Spain, threw down about four yards of an ad-
vaonced work, which ferved for a fort of fore-wall.
The Turks advanced immediately to feize it, but
met a body of Spanifh knights upon the ruins of
it, that made head againft them, and kcpt them
from approaching ; they fought for fome time ata
diftance with mufquet-fhot, but as the Turks ad-
vanced in clofe and good order to bregk through
the befieged, the chevalier de Mefnil, captain of
the bulwark or baftion of Auvergne, and the che:
valier de Grimercaux, made the artillery of their
pofts play fo a-propos and continually upon the

. thickeft of the battalions of the janizaries, that

thofe troops, though brave in their perfons, and |
B ‘ the |
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e very flower of the army, could ftand the fury
it no longer, but difperfed of themfelves, and
ade the beft of their way to the trenches.
Solyman loft that day three thoufand men, and
¢ order, befides the chieftains abovementioned,
d likewife feveral knights killed on thefe two oc-
fions ; and among the reft Philip de Aurcil-
, of Spanifth extration, whofe great valour
fily merited him the honour of having his name
recorded. Prejan de Bidoux, grand prior of St.
Giles, who made all the pofts that were atracked
kis own, was fhot through the neck with a mufket-
ball, but was happily cured of his wound.
About this time they ® difcovered the
weafon of the Jewith phyfician, who S$ept. 2e.
by order of Selim I. had formerly fet-
tied at Rhodes, where he ferved as a fpy to the
Turks. ‘They caught him fhooting an arrow with
a letter tied to it into their camp ; upon which he
was immediately feized, and being on fuch firong
prefumptions put to the torture, he uwned thar he
had given the infidels continual advice of the weak
parts of the place, and of every thing that pafled
init; and that whén he was feized, it was the
ti-th letter that he had conveyed to them in the
fame way. Hisjudges condemned him to be quar-
tered, and it is pretended, that he died a Chriftiun,
His confeflion of Chriftianity was very much fuf-
peted : but if he made it only to fave his life it
ftood him in no ftead, for he fuffered the punith-
ment he had {o juftly deferved. :
Solyman in the mean time, enraged:. at the liule
progrefs of his arms, held a great council of war,
to which he fummoned his principal officers. Va-
rious opinions were propofed in it. Muftapha,
who before the fiege, out of pure complaifance had
reprefented the enterprife as ecafy, now dreading

® Bourbon, p, 3% co.
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his paffion and refentment, propofed the givinga
general affault, and attacking the.town in four dif-
ferent places at the fame time.- “ Oae would ima-
¥ gine, fays he, that we were making war in con
“* cert with our enemies, and that from a romantick
¢ point of gencrofity we would not fight them but
“ upon equal terms. We never attack but one
“ poll at a time, and as the knights draw all their
¢ forces thither, we geed not think it ftrange w0t
¢ find a fev of brave men, the very flower o
¢« Chriftendom, maintain their ground againft our
¢ foldiers.. But if the whole army was to furround*
¢ the place, and that detachments were to be
¢ drawn out to affault all the places where there ’
“¢. are breaches, and alfo new fupplies fent continu-
¢ ally to reinforce thofe that fhould make the at-
¢ tack, the Rhodians would be obliged to divide
¢ their forces, and could never he able to ftacd'
¢ before us.”

"The grand feignior approved of this advice : the
general aflault was fixed for the 24th of September;
and Solyman, to infpire new ardor into his foldi-
ers, gave out, thgt he would. give them the plun-
dering of Rhodes, provided they could take it
fword in hand. The Turks, before they. gave this
aflault, made a continual fire with their cannon;
and in order to enlarge the breaches, battered the:
battions of England and Spain, . the poft of Pro-
vence, and the platform of lLialy for two.days to-
gether. The evening befose the affaulg, the grand-
mafter fulpe@ed, by the motions he perceived in:
the enemies camp; that they. were going. to attack
him : He gave out his orders; and the knights
following his.example redoubled their care; but
though they had juft rcaton to fear, that the ene-
my would tike their advantage of opening to them-
fclves a paflige through the ruins of thofe firon3.
holds that had been battered. down in the vaft cir-
cuit of the walls, they yet were forced to regulate

their
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their meafures by the few troops they had left, and
to diftribute the old commanders and principal of-
ficers into fuch pofts as the violence of the attacks,
the widenefs of the breaches, and the defet in the
fortfications expofed to the greateft dangers.

Thegrand mafter taking up his weapons, vifited
ill the quarters to fee the difpofition of his troops,
ind exhort them to a noble defence; and "addref-
fing himfclf to the knights whom he found in their
refpective pofts ; *¢ 1 fhould offer violence to your
“ courage, faid he to them, fhould I pretend to
“ invigorate it by a harangue; and it would be
“ throwing away time, to tell you, what your va-
“lour has fo often infpired into you on the like
“occafions, Confider only, my dear brethren,
“that we are going to fight for our orcer, and
“ for the .defence of our religion, and that a glo-
“ rious vi€tory muft be the reward of our valour,
“or elfe Rhodes, the ftrongeft rampart of Chrift-
“tndom, muft ferve us for a grave.” Whenever
be met any of the townfmen and inhabitants,
“ Think, faid he to them, that befides the defence
“of the faith, you have taken up arms for your
“ country, for your wives, your maidens, and
“ your children : fight gallantly, my friends, in
“ order to refcue them from the intamy that the
“ barbarians threaten them with : their liberty
“ and your own, your blood, your honour, and
* your fortunes are all in your hands, and depend
‘ upon your bravery.” '

Thefe few words, pronounced with an heroick
irdor; had fuch an effe& on all, that the townf-
nen as well as the knights, and the Greeks no lefs
han the Latins, made publick proteftations, that
1othing but death fthould make them abandon their
rofts ; and embracing one another in a moft ten-
ler and affc@tionate manner, their eyes fireaming

with
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with tears, they bid as it were a laft adieu to each
other, refolutely bent cither to conquer or die.

The Turks at day break made a furious fire
from all their bauerics, efpecially againft the pofts
which they defigned to attack, not only in order
to widen the breaches, but alfo to be lefs expofed
to view, as they ‘marched through the {moke of the
artillery. They mounted boldly to the affault in
four different places : they had never difcovered fo
much refolution ever fince the beginning of the
fiege, cfpecially the janizarics, who fought under
the young fultan’s eye.

That prince, in order ta animate them by+his pre-
fenee, had placed himfelf on a rifing ground near
adjoining, where a fcaffold was ereéted for him,
whence he, as from an amphitheatre, was able to
diftinguifh and judge of the valour of thofe brave
fellows, without any danger to himfelf. The can-
non of the place begins to play: this is fucceeded
by fhowers of arrows and mutket-fhot. The
knights in all quarters fhew their intrepidity, and
the foldiers their obedience and courage ; fome of
them burn the affailanis with boiling oil and fire-
works, whilft others roll ftones of a vaft fize upon
them, or pierce them through with thdir .pikes.
The Englifh baftion was the place where there was
the greateft bloodfhed : it was the weakeft part of
the place, the warmeft attacked, and withal the
beft defended. The grand mafter runs thither
himfelf : his prefence on the one fide infpires the
knights with frefh ardor; hope of booty on the
other encourages the "I'urkith foldier. Never did
the infidels difcover fo much eagernefs in battle;
they mount upon the ruins of the wall through a
ftorm of bullets, javelins and ftones: nothing ftops
them, and feveral of them leaped like fo many de-
fperados from the machines which they had brought
near the walls upon the ramparts, where they were
foon cut to picces. The knights throw the Turks

1 from
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from thetop ot the breach headlong into the ditch:
they overturn the ladders, and the cannon of the
place makes (o terrible a flaughter, that the Turks
give way, retire back, and are ready to give over
the affaule. But the general’¥lieutenant, who com-
mandzed at that attack, an officer highly refpeét-d
among the foldiers for ‘his rare valour, rallies, and
leads them on to the attack: he himfelf mounts
ficft upon the breaeh and plants an enfign on it
Happily for the befieged, a cannon ball, fired from
the pott of Spain, carries him off, and throws him
in the ditch.  Oae would have thought, thar his
death would naturally have cooled the ardor ot his
foldiers : but thirft of revenge infpired them that
inftant with a contrary fentiment, and filled their
hearts with a fort of rage and fury; they rufh on
headlong into danger, pleafed to die themfelves,
provided they could kill a Chriftian, But all their
impetuofity could not make the knights retire one
fingle rep. The priefts, the religious, the old men,
and the very children refoive to have their fhare of
the danger, and repulfe the enemy with ftones,
boiling oil, and combuftible matter.

Neither did the women yicld in afliduity to the
pioneers, nor wis their bravery inferior to that of
the foldiers : feveral loft their lives in defending
their hufbinds and - children. Riftorians make
mention of a Greek * woman of exquifite beauty,

* Mul'er una grazcanici fanguinis, quae cum arcis prefe@a confue-
tudinem hobebat, ut cum agnovit for.iter dimicardo occifum, am-<
Plera dues wenufto corpore & amabili indsle pueros quos derundto
genuerar, pofquam mes ernee pietatis  feulaexirema iipatiet, & notam
Crucis Chrifti jagrymantium, periturorumgue frontibus imprefiffet’
€rro atrox femina jugmlavit, & trementes adhuc ex unte fimul faa
guine & fpiritu artus com caeteris qua cara habebat, in ardentiimum
Togum conjccir, ne hoft.s (dicebat) vilifmaus vi:is auremortuis gemi-
B2 nobil tate corporibus potiretur. Et cum dicto indmens cari ama-
toiic palujamentu.n, madidum multo, adhsc finguine, accepta fia.
mea in nofte: tendit 3 ibi cgregia bellatrix .t om ‘iu n fecalorum me-
Moria digniffima viragy, iner confertas hoftium phalanger, méie v'e

rom fortiter beliando occubuit. Jacobi Fontani de beNo Risodio
» 2.t p, 159, Francofurd ad Ma.um.
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that was miftrefs to an officer who had a2 command |
in that baftion, and had been juft killed. Upon
which, diftrated at the death of her lover, and
refolving not to furvive him,. after kiffing the two
children fhe had by him, and making the fign of |
the crofs on their foreheads, ¢ It is better for you, |
* my dear children, fays fhe to them, with tears
¢ in her eyes, to dic by my hands than .by thoft
“ of our mercilefs enemies, or to be referved for
¢ infanicus pleaiures, more odious than death it-
“ {1£.” Then, infpired with fury, fhe takes up |
2 knife, cuts their throats, throws their bodies into
the fire, ‘puts on the afficers cloaths that were fil }
dyed with his blood, fnatches up his fabre, runsw |
the breach, -kills the firft Tuik fhe meets, wounds
feveral others, and dies fighting with a braverye- |
qual to the moft .couragious officer, or the mof
refolute foldier, . !
The engagement was carried on with equal fury
and obftinacy at the other attacks, ‘I'he greauft ,
‘danger was at the poft of Spain. The aga of 1he
janizarics, who commandcd on that fide, led on hi !
foldiers to the affault: the artillery of the place
killed a great number of them before they could
get to the foot of the breach. Such, of the Turks
as are able to crofs the ditch, go to undermine the
wall, and are frequently buried under its ruins,
whilft others of them make ufe of ladders to mcunt
up: fome of them heap the dead bodies of their
comrades on onc another, gét to the top of the
wall in fpite of all the oppotition of the befieged,
_and penctrate as far as the intrenchments, on which,
it is faid, they planted no lefs than thirty enfigos.
Unbappily for the knights, fuch of them as had
the guard®of the baftion of Spain had like to have
been {urftiled by not ftanding on their guard.
The Turks having fhewed no figns of any defign
10 attack them, thofe knights reproaching them-
felves for beirg idle in ‘their poft, and fecing the
: : battion
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Baftion of Italy hard prefled by-the Turks, ran'to
their fuccour, and left only a few centinels upon
the baftion of Spain. - Thefe foldiers likewife, con-
trary to all the rules of war, quitted their poft to
help the gunaers in tranfporting fome pieces of
cannon which they had a mind to point againtt the
poft that the aga of the janizaries was attacking.
Some Turks that lay concealed behind a heap of
ruins, feeing the baftion abandoned, mount without
b:iag difcovered, get to the top of the work, make
themfelves mafters of it, cut the guaners to picces,
pull down the enfigns of the order, and plant thofe
of Solyman in their ftead; and proclaiming vic-
tory, invite their comrades to joia them : upon
which the aga fent immediately a detachmeat of
his janizaries to that place. -

"Fhe grand mafter having notice of this furprile,
runs thrher in an imftant, makes them point the
artillery of thre baftion of Auvergne agaiaft a
breach which the enemies cannon bad made ia that
of Spain, keeps the Turks- from approaching: it;
and from another battery which faced the baition,
he makes them fire upon thofe thit were in pof-
feflion of it, and who were endeavouring to make
a lodgment there.  On another fide, the comman-
der of Beurboo, by his orders, at the head of a-
troop of brave foldiers, enters by the cafemate into
the baltion; mounts up to the top upon the plat-
form fword in hand, in order to drive out the in-
fidels; where he finds part of them killed by the
cannon’; he cuts the reft in picces, again fets up -
the enfigns of the order, pulls down thofe of the
Turks, and turns the artillery of the baftion upon
fuch as were mounting up a breach that had been
made in that part of the wall which was called the
poft of Spain.. The aga muintained his ground in
that place io fpite of the gallant rc¢fitance of the
knights, The grand mafter comes back thither at
the head of his guirds, and throws himfelf into

T 2 : the
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the midft of the infidels, wih an ardour which
made his knights tremble as much as his enemics,
but from a diffcrent motive. The engagement be- |
gins again with frefh fury, the foldiers, as yet un- |
hurt, the wounded and the dying all blended toge- |
ther, after a combat of fix hours, want rather
ftrength than courage ta continue it. The grand
matfter, fearing that his men, who were quite fpent |
with fuch a long refiftance, fhould at lait be bore |
down by the multitude of their enemices, drewa |
re inforcement of two hundred men, with fome
knights at their head, out of the tower of St. Ni-
cholas, Thefe troops, who were frefh, and had
fuffered no fatigue, foon changed the face of the
engagement : the janizaries began to give back;
and finding themfelves prefled. by thefe brave fol-
diers, abandon the breach and fly to recover their
trenches. Solyman, to cover the fhame of theis
flight, and fave the honour of his troops, ordesd

a retreat to be founded, after having left upon the
breach, and at the foot of the wall, upwards of
fifteen thoufand men, and feveral captains of great
reputation, that loft their lives in thefc different ar-
tacks,

The Rhodians fuftained as confiderable a lofs s
they did in proportion: and befides the foldiers
and inhabitants, they hada great number of knights
killed in thefe affaults, among which was the che-
valier du Frefnoi, commander of Romagna, the
. commander of St. Camelle of the language of Pro-
vence, Oliver de Treflac of the language of Au-
vergpe, and brother Peter Philips the grand ma-
“fter’s receiver. 'The chevalier Joha le ﬁroux, fir-
pamed Parnides, had his hand, with. which he had
flain feven Turks, carried off that day by a can-
non ball; there were few koights but what. were
wounded, and there fcarce remained fufficient e-
nough unhurt to coatinue the fervice,

The fultan, furious at the ill fuccefs of this en-

' terprife,



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. . 2.

terprife, fell upon his general Muftapha; who out-
of complaifance had advifed him toit, and gave or-
ders for his being fhot to death wich arrows ; a (ad
recompence for all his fervices, but fuch an one as ‘-
flaves and fervile courtiers are frequentlyexpofed to
uader the goverament of the infidels, The grmy was* -
drawh up in battle array in, order to be ‘fpe@tacors
of the death of their general, and the unhappy man, *
was already ried to the faral ftake, when Peri batha, -
provoked at the -punithment they were going to in---
f1.&t on his friend; made them defer the cxceution, - -~
as he was perfuaded that Solyman, when the heat
of his ‘paffion was over, would not be -concerned:- -
that they had prevented fuch a ftain to his glory.-
A he had-educated that young pr nce from his in.*
fancy, and-had-fill a great afcendant over -him, he-
went and threw himfelf ac his feer, and begped bim: «
to pardon< Muftapha. -But he tound by his- own -
cxperience that lions are not to be tamed: Solyman,* .
fill in-the firit tranfpor:s of his wrath, jealous of
his authority, and eoraged. to fec ‘there was a man
in bis empire-daring enough to fufpend the execu-
tion of -his orders, condemned him at the ‘famer
tiave t0 vadergo the fame punithment. -The other -
bafhas were in a terrible conficrnation, and threw -
‘themfelves all-at his feet in order to mollify himy; -
when the fultan coming to himfelf, was moved ac
their tears : he -pardoned Muftapha and Peri; but- °
would ‘never fee Muftapha more, and feat him af--
terwards at a diftance from court, under pretence-
of another emplogment. - . ‘

* ‘This prince; delpairing to carry the place, feens--
ed refolved to raife the ficge; and it is faid, that
whole companies and the heavy baggage began to -
file off towards the fea in order to re-imbark ; when-
an Albanian foldier, getting out of the town, came
into the Turkith camp, and affured them that moft -
of the knights were either killed or wounded at the -
affzule; and that thofc wha were left were not ably

T 3 . "
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to fuftain another. They pretend, that this defer-
ter's report was confirmed by a letter from d’ Ama-
ral, who told the grand feignior that the beficged
were reduced to the laft extremity.

Thefe feveral advices determined him to continue
the fiege ; and in order to fhew his troops. and the
befieged that he was refolved to pats the winter be-
fore the place, he ordered an houfe to be built on
mount Philerme for himfelf to lodge in ; giving,
at the fame time, the command of the army 0
Achmet batha, an able engineer, who changed the
method of carrying on the fiege. He refolved to bet
as {paring as poflible of his foldiers blood ; and bx-
fore he led them to an affault, to prepare for it by
new cannonadings, aad particularly by fapping aod
mining, and other fubterrancous works, in which
he was particularly fkilled.

This new general made his firft cfforts againft
the baftion - of Spain, the ditch whereof was par-
rower, and not {o deep 2s. in other places: andin
order to facilitate the defcent’ of it, bis artillery
played for feveral days together fo furioufly upon
that work, that he ruined all the dcfences of it}
there was nothing left but the barbacane or fauffe-
braye, which lay fo low, that the cannon could
not hurt it. The Turkifh general refolved to run
his trenches as far as this work, which covered the
foot of the wall; but thefe trenches being fcen
from the baftion of- Auvergne, the cannoan of the
knights played upon them. ‘The Turks, in order
to fhelter themfelves from it, raifed a thick wall be-
fore the trenches ; but they could not bring thefe
feveral works to perfedtion without the lofs of an
infinite number of foldiers and pioneers: no one
could fhew himfelf but he was immediatcly expoled
to the fire of the artillery, and a thower of mufket

" fhot; and the knights at the fame time were conti-
nually throwing granadocs and fire-pots into their
works. The Turkith gencral, to, guard qtgrintt

: em,
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hemn, raifed along the curtain a gallery with planks,
vhich he covered with raw hides, which the fire
ould not take hold of. Under helter of this new
vork he undermined the wall, whilft other'compa-
iies of pioneers and. miners were continwally at
vork to penetrate under the battions of the place,*
ind ren mines through that place.

T hefe mines having thrown down a great many’
ards of the wall of the poft of Spain, the barbari--
ans advanced to the aflault; but coming up to the:
breach, they found themfelves ftopped by new in«
trenchments, lined with ardillery, the continual fire'
whereof, after killing a great many of their braveft
officers, and a prodigious number of (oldiers, for.'
ced the reft to run back to their trenches for fhelt
ter. ' :

‘The bailif Martinengo, who was always in a&isi
on, had, in order to hinder the infidels from com~
ing to reconnoitre the works hie was making within-
the place, made them cut loop-hols for the can--

non in the wall of the counterfcarp on the fide of
the town,. from whence. the knights killed with:
mufket ball all that durft advance near it. The
Turks, after his example, did the like on their fidey
end a continual firc was kept on both fides. Un-
happily a. random fhot from the trenches ftruck!
Martipengo in the eye, juft ashe was looking thro?
one of thofe loop-holes to examine the enemice
works; he fell upon receiving the fhot, and they
thought him mortally wounded, ¢ order could
pot have had a greater lofs at fuch'a junéture; for
he was in a manner tlie only perfon that direted o}
operatians, and determined the time and' places
where theknights fhould exert their valour,

The grand mafter, upon the news of his wound,
ran immediately to the place, and caufed him to be
carried into his own palace: by his care he was af.
terwards cured of his wound, the knights and all
the people offering up their praycrs: for his recove-
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ry. The grand mafter filled up his poft in his ab-
fence, aand underiook himfelf to defend the battion
of Spain. The chevalier'de Cluys grand ‘prior of
Erance, the commander of St. Jaille bailiff of Ma-’
nolque, . the bailiff of the Morea, and the oldeft
kaights of the order ftaid about the grand mafter’s
perion, in order to fhare with him in the perilsand’
glory of this defence, AQ&ions of extraordinary
valour. were performed on both fides; there were
new engagements every day. It would appear very
furprifing, that fo fwall a number- of Chriftians,
wio had sothing to cover them but fome barrica-
does and weak intrenchments, fhould be abl: to
hold out folongagainft fich a prodigious number of
aflailants, if this handful 6f men Had not been com-
pofed of old knights, whofe valour had been expe-
rienced on a thoufand other occafioas, and whoca
this were unanimoufly refolved to facrifice “their
lives for the defence of their religion, Men areve-
ry trong and very formidable when they are nota~
fraid of death. : -
. Hiftorians, fpeaking of their- zeal and courage,
ufe but onc fort of culogium for all thefe noble fol |
dicrs of Jefus Chrift.  Not but theré were among
thefe warriors different talents, and more or lefsca
pacity in the arts of war ; and we thould juftly de- |
ferve 1o be cenfured, if we did not do juftice to the
memory of the grand mafter, who, for four and
thirty days that the baiiiff de Martinengd’s wound
and illngfs lafted, -never Rirred from the intrench.
ment made on the Spaaith baftion, nor’ ever ‘took
any reft cither day ar night, excepting” only for
fome moments on a mattrefs, which they laid for
kim at ‘the foot of the intrenchment ;" officiating
fometimes in.the quality of a foldier, and fometimes
" in that of pionecr, but always in that of general,
if we gxcept that ardor which made him fight like
a young knight, and rufh into perils with lefs pre-
gaution than became a-{overeigo.” ‘ T ‘
. he
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The example of the grand mafter, who was fo
:ry carelefs of his own life, made the knights, left
1 the principal pofts of the place, expofe daily theiz
wn, fometimes in defending the breaches and ine
enchments, and often in engagements under
round, when they were to countermine and meeg
lith the encmies miners ; there fcarce paffed a day
ithout an engagement in fome place orother. Be-
des the baftion of Spain, which was almof} entire-
f ruined, the Turks direéted their principal attacks -
gainft the pofts of England, Provence, and Iualy.
(he prodigious number af troops, of which their
irmy confifted, eafily fupplied them with men fos
Wl thefe attacks: the walls were quite: demolithed
o feveral places, and the breaches were fo large,
ihat the Turks could mount in formed battalians to
the affanlt of the baftion of England. Theknjghts,
that had undertaken the defence of it, lined the
famparts fword in hand, and with their bodies
made a. new parapet for its defence. They were fe~
Cooded by the artillery of the city, which played
from feveral places upoa the foot of the breach.
'be Turks, without being daunted at the numben
of theiz flain) ruth on with fury to atsack the
knights, came up with them, grapple with. them,, -
and by their multitudes as much as by their eou-
Tage, force them to give bick. Thefe noble de-
fendants faw themfelves-on the point of being over-
whelmed by the croud of their enemies, when the
thevalier de Morgut, grand prior of Navarre, and
one of. the adjutant captains, as they were thon
called, gan; with his company to their fuccour, re-
ftored the battle, forced the jnfidels in: their turny
10 retire, and with new efforts obliged them at lafty,
after the lofs of above 600 men, to found a retreat,
and give over the attack.

Buc if the order had fuch brave defendants in the
Perfon of her knights, fhe likewife nourifhed: in her
bolom, and even among her priacipal chicfs, a

traitor;
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traitor, who omitted nothibg to forward the lofs of
Rhodes, and the ruin of the whole order. The
reader may eafily perceive, that I mecan the chan-
cellor d’Amaral. The commander de Bourban,
in his account of the fiege:of Rhodes, relates this
tragical event as follows.
- D’Aumaral, fays this author, ever tormented with
. rage, -and without being moved at feeing
© O&. 30. the blood of his brethren thed every day,
ftill kept on his criminal intelligence with
the Turks. One of his valets de chambre, Blaife
Diez by name, in whom he entirely confided, ufed
to come with a bow in his hand at unfeafonable
hours to the poft of Auvergne, whence, whenever
. he fancied himfelf not to be perceived, he fhot ae
arrow with a letter fixed to it into the enemics
camp. His frequent refort to the fame place, efpe-
cially in a bcfieged city, immediately gave fome
. fufpicion ; but, as they had not feen him fhoot any
of his letters, and befides that he belonged to »
perfon of great authority, fuch as had obferved his
ftolen vifits thither durft not mention it at firft, for
fear of drawing upon themfelves the refentment of
a powerful and revengeful man. There was only
* one knight, who, ftifling all' confidérations, and
fecing the fervant return often to the fame place,
gave : private notice thereof to the grand mafter,
who immediately gave orders for the {eizing of this
fervant: he was afterwards examined by the judges
of the caftellany, who, not being fatisfied with his-
equivocal anfweirs'to their interrogatories, -ordered
him o be put to the torture. He owned, upon the
very fieft twitches of it; that he had, by his mafter’s
commiand, - thrown down feveral letters into the
Turkith camp, to point eut to them the weakeit
places of the city., He added, that hie had likewife
acquainted them, that the order had loft the grear-
eft part of its knights in the laft affaulis ; and be-
fides,. that th¢ city was.in. want of wine, powdsr,
e ammu.
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'mmunition, and provifions ; but that, though the
wand mafter was reduced to extremity, the grand
zignior’ought not yet to flatter himfelf with the
hought of being mafter of the place any other way
han by force of arms. .

This depofi.ion was laid before the council, who
uve orders for fcizing the chancellor, whom they
arried to the tower of St. Nicholss. Two com-
randers, grand croffes, repaired thither with the
megiftrates of the city to examine and try him:
ey read to him the depofition of his fervant, who
was afterwards confronted with him, and maintain-
:to his face, that it was by his orders only that
i¢ frequently had gone to the baftion of Auvergne,
md had thrown letters from thence into the
anp of the infidels, This depofition was confirm-
«d by that of a Greek pricft, chaplain 10 the ordcr,
who declared before the judges, that, pafling one
liy by 1he. faufle-braye of the baftion of Auvergne,
in order to obferve the enemies works, he found
the chancellor in a bye corner with this very fer-
:ant, who had a crofs-bow, with a quarrel or
quare-arrow in his hand, to which he perceived
here was a paper ded ; that the chancellor, who
vas then looking through a loop-hole for the can-
10n, returning back, feemed furprifed to fec him
o near him, and démanded of him roughly, and
n an angry maoner, what he wanted : and that,
inding his prefence in that place was difagrecable to
1:m, he had made off as faft as poflible.

Dicz agreed to the Greek pricit’s depofition in
Wl its circumftances,  This fervant, who might
sethaps flatter himfelf with the hopes of efcaping
sunifhment by accufing his mafter, added farther,
‘hat the chancellor was the perfon that had per-
fuaded the grand feignior to invade the ifland, by
the advices he fent him of the condition of the
place, and difpatching the flave before-mentioned
to Conftantinople, the whole negotiation paffing
through his baods. They put the chancellor a;_ the

. ame



]

2.8 "HISTORY OF THE

fame time in mind, that, on the day of the grand
mafter's cle@ion, he could not help faying, that he
would be the laft grand mafter of Rhodes. D’A-
maral, no ways confufed, bring confronted a fecond
time with his fervant and the Greek pricft, affirm-
ed, that Diez was a villain and ap impoftor, whofe
dcpofition, he faid, was nothing elfe but the cffelt
of the refentment he had entertained on account of
punifhments that his ill condu@ had occafioned
im. He flaily denied all the fa&ts advanced by the
Greek prieft, with an intrepidity that ought only
to artend on innocence: they were forced in fine
to have recousfe to the rack ; but, before they put
him to i, the judges, who were his brother keights,
3n order to fave him from the torture of it, as alfo
to get from him an account of his accomplices,
conjured him, in the woft prefling terms, to e-
courage them to fave his life by an ingenuous con-
€cfion of his faults; but the chancellor rejefed
their offices with' indignation, and demanded of
them haughtily, if they thought him bafe enough
‘after baving ferved the ordsr for above forty yeur,
10 dithomour himfelf at the end of his life by the
ronfeflion of a crime that he was incapable of com-
mitting, He bore the torture with the fame intre-
pidity ; and owned only, that at the time of the
grand mafler’s election, at a time when the Turks
avere threatening Rhodes with a fiege, having.ro
\great opinion, as he faid, of the ccurage and abili- |
ties of 1'lfle- Adam, he had dropped a word ortwo,
and faid, that he would perhaps'be the laft grand
mafter of Rhodes; when, ‘turning towards his
judges, he afked them, if a word, that emulation
and a rivalthip for the fame dignity had extorted |
from him, deferved to have the great chancellorof |
‘the order put into the hands of executioners. But |
the judges, being perfuaded of his criminal corre: |
fpondence with the Turks, were dot dazzled by bis
proteftations : no body took his recriminations
againft Dicz for proofs of his innocence : the ma-
1 . fter

~
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fler and fervant were both condemned to death.
The chancecllor was fentenced to be beheaded, and
Dicz to be hanged ; their bodies were: afterwards
quartered, and expofed to the vicw of the Turks
upon the principal baftions of the place. The valet
was executed firfk : he was born a Jew, but had
been: converted, and declared at his execution, that
be died a good €hriftian, Before d’Amaral was
put to -death, an aflembly was held in the greac
church of St. John, in which the bailif de Ma-
nofque prefided. " The criminal was brought thi-
ther; they read him his fentence, which ordered
him to be degraded, and ftripped of the habit of
the order ;3 which was done with all the ceremonies
prefcribed by the ftatutes. They delivered him over
atterwards to the fecular arm, who carried him to
prfon, and the next day he was carried in 2 chair
to the public place where he was to be executed,
He looked upoo all the preparatives to his execu-
tion, acd the approaches of death, with a refolu-
rion worthy of a better caufe; but his refufing in
that extremity to recommend himfelf to the pro-
tection of the blefled virgin, whofe image the prieft
that affifted him prefented to him, gave them no
advantageous opinion of his piety. Fontanus, a
contemporary hiftorian, and an eye-witnefs of what
pafled, fpcaking of the very different deaths of two
grand croffcs, who were appointed in the begin-
ning of the fiege, in joint commiffion with d’Ama-
ral, to wifit and take care ot the ammunition and
provifions, and who were both killed in affaults,
adds, with regard to the chancellor whom he 1peaks
of bu: does not name. * God,” fays this author,
¢ had referved the luft of the three for a fhameful
¢ death, which he richly deferved.” However,
the fervices he had done the order for fo many
years, his intrepidity under the moft exquifite tor-
ments of the rack, the ancient and valuable fidelity
of the Porwguéfe geatry to their fovercigns. of

Vou. 1IL. U which’
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which there are fo many illuftrious examples in hi. |
fory ; all this might ferve to balance the depofition |
of a fervant : and perhaps the chancellor would not |
have been treated fo very rigoroufly, if, when the
public fafety is at ftake, bare fufpicion were not, as |
we may fay, a crime that-ftate- policy feldom pardons.
But be that as it will : to refume the relation of
this famous fiege, Solyman, tired out with its con-
tinuance, and the little fuccefs of his miners, or- |
dered Achmet to begin his batteries again, and dif- |
pofe his foldiers for a general aflaule.  The eyes of |
all the univerfe were then fixed upon Rhodes. The |
Turks flattered themfelves with hopes of carrying
it by ftorm; and the kniglits, who were reduced
to a fmall number, and were rather hid and buried
- than fortifi:d in the little ground that was left them,
waited with impatience for the fuccours which the
chriftian princes had fo long fed them with the vain
hopes of fending them, in order to raife the fiege, |
But the emperor Charles V. and Francis I. king of
France, were fo obftinately animated againft one
another, that they durft not fend away their troop
or divide them: and the other Enropean princes,
moft of which were engaged on the fide of one of
thofe two pritices, and were afraid left their own
territories thould be invaded, kept their forces
about them for fear of a furprife. "The pope him-
"felf, Adrian VI. by name, a pious and indeed
fearned pontiff, but of no great capacity, and en-
tirely devoted to the emperor, being prefled by
cardinal Julian de Medecis, an old knight of the
order, to fend his gallies to Rhodes with a body of |
infantry which then lay about Rome, the new pon-
tiff excufed himfelf from fo doing, under pretence,
that, as he was not fkilled in the arts of govern-
ment, he could not fend away his troops whilft all
Italy was up in arms ; though it is very probable,
‘that he.durft not difpofe of them without the pri-
vity 4nd confent of the emperor his bencfactor d
' - . an
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and that out of complaifance to that prince, inftead
of fending them to Rhodes,“he ordered them to
march into the Milanefe and Lombardy, where
they were employed againfl the French.

Thus were the grand mafter and his knights, af-
tec putting their whole confidence in God, l:ft
without any hopes of fuccour but what they could
draw from the order itfelf: they were befides fo
unfortunate as not to receive a confiderable convoy
which the French knights fent in two fhips from
the port of Marfeilles.  Oae of thefe thips, aficr a
florm of feveral days, was caft away, and loft off
Monaco, and the other lofing her mafls in the
fame ftorm, was ftranded on the coaft of Sardinia,
and difabled from putting to fea. Nor were the
Englith lefs unfortunate. Sir Thomas de Newport
embatking with feveral koights of that nation, and
agood quantity of provifions as well as money on
board, was catched in the fame ftorm, which
drove him upon a defart country where he ftrand-
td.  The chevalier Aulamo of the language of
Arragon, and prior of St. Martin, was in hopes -
of getting into the port of Rhodes. But he was
met in the Archipelago by fome Turkifh gallies,
and after a long engagement got out of their hands
with great difficulty. he grand mafter, though
abandoncd as we may fay by all human fuccour,
did not yet abandon himfcif or defpond. This
great man difcovered in fo fad an exiremity the
fame courage which had carried him fo often-upon
the breach, and into the midft of his enemices, By
his orders the knights that refided in the adjoining
ifles that depended on Rhodes, and in the caftle of
St. Peter, quitted them in order to preferve the
capital of the order, and traniported thither, on
board fome light barks and little brigantines, all
the foldicrs, arms and pravifions they were mafters
of. The grand mafter, in the extremity to which
he was reduced, took this ftep, in hopes of one

‘ U2 day
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day recovering thofe iflands, if he could but maig-
tain his ground in Rhodes. But as they had drawn
the like fuccours from thefe feveral places before,
this laft, the only hopes the knights had left, be-
trayed their weaknefs more than it angmented their
forces. The grand mafter difpatched at the fame
" time the chevalier Farfan of the language of Eng-
land into Candia, to endeavour to get provifions
from thence ; and fent another knight called des
Reaux to Naples, to haften the fuccours, which
were retarded by the rigour of the feafon ; buot all
bis endeavours were fruitlefs; and one would have
thought, that the winds and the fea had confpired
the lofs of the ifle of Rhodes, and of this armament,
the laft fupply that the befieged had any hopes of.
The Turks, to whom fome deferters had repte-
fented thefe fuccours as much ftronger'and nearer
at hand than they were in reality, ufed their en-
deavours to prevent them. Achmet, who vnder
Solyman’s orders had the whole dire&tion of the
feige, planted a battery of feventeen cannon againft
the baftion of ltaly, and compleated the ruin of all
the fortifications, He afterwards ran his trenches
to the foot of the wall; and to fecurd his med
from being galled by the artillery of the place, hé
covered thefe new works with thick planks and
great beams of timber. His pioneers pierced if-
terwards throvgh the wall, and ran their mines as
far as the eatrenchments, and then digging away
the earth that fupported them, they made them
fink, fo that the knights were forced to retire far:
ther within the town : and the grand mafter, who
never flirred from the attacks, feeing the infidels
mafters of the beft part of the platform of the baf-
tion, was forced to demolifh the church of St. Pan-
taleon, and the chapel of Notre Dame de la Vic-
toire, to hinder the Tutks from making lodge-
ments there,- and he employéd the materials of
thofe two churches in making new barricadoes and
: ‘intrenchments
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intrenchments to hinder the enemy from penetrat-
ing farther into the place.

The Turkifh general had the fame fuccels at the
baftion of England. After his artillery had played
upon it for feveral days, and that he had demolith-
ed the walls and ruined the fortifications, feveral
knights propofed to abandon it, but that they
fhould firft fli the mines that were under it with
powder, in order to blow tip the infidels that fhould
throw themfelves into it. But it was remonftrated
in the council of war, held on this fubjeét, that in
the extremity to which they were reduced, the fa-.
ving of the place depended entirely on prolonging
the fiege, o as to allow time for the fuccours they
expetted to arrive; and that therefore there was not
2 foot of ground, but what was to be difputed with
the enemy as long as poffible. This laft opinion
Prevailed ; and though the baftion was entirely ru-
1ned by mines, and the fire of the artillery, never-
Uelefs the chevalier Bin de Malicome, offered hin-
ff‘ﬂgcncrouﬂy todefend it ; and in {pite of the con-
tinnal attacks ot the Turks, hé maintained it with
great'glory to the very end of the ficge.

The Turks did not allow any more reft to the
knights that defended the pofts of Italy and Spain.
They attacked the firft on the 22d of November.
They, as has been already obferved, had feized on
the beft part of the platform of Italy - the knights
had fcarce a third of it left, and both of them were
buried as it were in fubterraneous works, and di-
vided oply by planks and beams from one another.
The Turks feeing themfelves in pofléfiion of the
greateft part of this platform, undertook to drive
the knights entirely out of it. A battalion of the
infidels on the fide next the fea mouated to the af-
fault, whil@t another body attacked their intrench-
ments {word in hand. But they met with the fame
valour and refiftance in all places; and though the
knights had loft abundancé of men in thefe bloody

. U3 attacks
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attacks, they yet repulfed the infidels, and obliged |
them to retire. ’
It was however only to return a few days after-
wards in much greater numbers.  The attack was
preceded by a mine, which they fprung wunder |
the baftion of Spain. It made a great pannel of
the wail fall down : and in order to hinder the
knights from making mew intrenchments behind
this breach, a battery of their largeft cannon play- |
ed for a whole night and day without intermiffion |
upon this place. The Turks, upon the thirtieth '
ot November, returned at day break to the aflaulr,
whilft Peri Batha at the fame time attacked the Ita- |
lian platform again. But the main effort of the in-
fidels was made againft the baftion of Spain; the -
"Turks in great numbers, and fuftained by the
braveft troops of their army, advanced boldly up to
the breach, notwithftanding all the fire_ of the ar-
tillery, and fmall fhot of the befieged ; their great
pumbers prevailed-over all the courage of the Rho-
dians, and they penetrated as far as the intrench-
ments, which the bailiff Martinengo had made be-
fore he was wounded: but at the found ot the bells
which proclaimed the danger that the city was in,
the grand mafter, the prior of St. Giles, the bai-
Jiff Martinengo, who was not yet quite cured of
his weund, ran from diffcrent places, with the
greateft part of the knights and inhabitants ; none
of them obferving any order but what his courage
and perbaps his difpair di€tated ; and all of them,
regardlefs how they expofed their lives, rufhed with
a kind of .fury upon the ‘Turks. The infidels did
not {hew lefs courage ; they grappled with one, 2-
nother with equal advantage, and without being a-
ble to difcover what the fuccef$ of this terrible en-
gagement would be.  Happily for Rhodes there
fell a prodigious rain ; floods of water fell trom the
ikies, and wafhed away the earth that ferved asa
fhoulder-work to the trenches of the infidels. This
‘ laying
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laying them open to the artillery of the poft of Au-
vergne, it played furioufly, and killed a great num-
ber of them ; and the other batterics, which they
had placed vpon the mills of Colquin, and the
mufketcers of the knights firing continually upon
the breach, and in the midft ot the enensy that was
lodged there, made fo horrible a flaughter of them
that fuch as could efcape the fury of the cannon
ran as faft as poflible to their camp and trenches,

notwithftanding all the menaces of their cfficers.
The Turks were not more fuccefsful in their at-
tack of the platform®of Italy: Pcri bafha, who
commanded at it, after lofing his braveft men, and
hearing of the ill fuccefs of the attack on the Spa-
nith baftion, feeing likewife his troops almoft
drowned with rain, ordered. the retreat to be
founded. Such was the fuccefs of a day, which
would have been the laft for the liberty of Rhodes,
had not the grand mafter and his knights preferved
it by neglecting their own prefervation, and brave-

y expofing their lives without the leaft referve.

Solyman could not fee his troops coming back in
diforder, and in a downright flight, without fal.
ling into a paffion : he had been almoft fix months
with 200,6co men before the place, without being
able 1o take it : the vexation he felt, and his ap-.
Prehenfions that the Chriftian princes might at laft
Unite their forces in order to oblige him to raife the
fiege, made him fhut himfclf up fome days in his
tent, without fuffering any of his captains to come
near him, No one durft offer 1o come into his
Prefence @ no body but Peribafha his old govesnor,
who had a particular privilege to enter, durft ven.
ture to 1peak to him. That fubtle minifter, in or-
der to bring bim to a better temper, reprefented to
him, that the troops were lodged upon the princie’
Pal baftions ; that he was in pofiiflion of part of
the place ; that another affauit would carry it:
that they had indeed to deal with a fet of defperate
men,
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men, who would fuffer themfelves to be all killed
to a man rather than furrender; but that the
knights were reduced to a fmall number; that the
inhabitants, who were moft of them Grecks, had
not the fame courage, nor indeed the fame intereft
to be obftinate in the defence of the place, and that
he was perfuaded they would not rcje&t a compofi-
_ tion which offered them fecurity for their lives and
fortunes : the fulran approved this advice, and or-
dered him to put it in execution. ‘
Peri ordered feveral letters in the grand feignior’s
name to be thrown into the place, exhorting the
inhabitants to fubmitto his empire, and threatening
them at the fame time with the moft cruel treat-
ment, themfelves, their wives and their children, if
they thould be taked by ftorm. The batha afier-
wards employed a Genocfe that happened to be in
Solymaa’s.camp, who advancing near the baftion
of Auvergne, defired leave to fpeak. This Geno-
efe, whofe name was Hieronymo Monilio, affe&-
ing a feigned compaffion, faid, that as he wus 2
Chriftian, he could not bear to fee the approaching
lofs and maflacre of fo many Chriftians his brethren,
who would be, overwhelmed with the formidable
power of Solyman; that .their fortifications were
deftroyed, their intrenchments ruined, and thee-
nemy already lodged within the place; that they
ought in prudence to prevent. the difinal confe-
quences of a town’s being carried by ftorm, and
that it would not perhaps be impoffible to ob-
tain a fure and even an bonourable compofition
from Solyman., The commander of the baftion,
by the grand mafter’s order, anfwered him, that
the knights of St. John never treated with the infi-
dels but fword in hand ; and for fear left his artful
difcourfe fhould make any impreflion upon the
minds of the inhabitants, he ordered him to retire.
This cunning agent of the bafha, far from being
difcouraged, returned two days afierwards tofthc
: ame
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fame place, under pretence of haviag letters to'de-
liver to a Genocfe that was in the place. But the
commandant ordering him to retire, he declared
that he brought a packet from Solyman to the
grand mafter : this was a new prerext for entering
into a negotiation; but the grand mafter eluded it,
by refufing to receive it, from the apprehenfions
he was uader, that the bare appearances of a treaty
would enervate the courage of the foldicrs and in-
habitants ; aed in order to oblige this negotiator to
go off, they fired fome mufket thot at him. Ao
Albanian deferter from the city, who had entered
afterwards into Solyman’s fervice, was the next to
alt his part, and after the ufual fignals, defired ad»
mittadice into the place, in order to ‘prefent the
grand mafter with a letter which he was to deliver
10 him from the fultan ; but he was not better res
ceived than the Genoefe. The grand mafter, for
fear of difcouraging his troops, refufed to give him
adience, and declared to hir, thdt they would for
the future, without any regard to fignals of parley,
or the charadter of envoys, fire upon allthat thould
offer o come nedr the place. .

Neverthelefs the frequent arrival of thefe ageots,
and the grand feignior’s letters, which the bathahad
taken care to throw into the city, .did not fail te
produce the defired effe@t. The greateft part of’
the inhabitants being of the Greek religion begin to
hold private meetings between themfelves ; the moft
mutinous, or rather the moft timorous and cow-
ardly, feprefented, that moft ‘of them had loft .
their relations and friends in the many affltults that
had been given ; that they themfelves were on the
brink of ruin; that the enemy was intrenched
within the place, and that at the very firft atrack
they thould fee themfelves overwhelined with the
formidable multiiude of the infidels; that they
had for a long time been refolved to facrifice their
own lives, but ceuld not fee the dithoncur and fla-

véry
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very of their wives and children without the moft
piercing affl.&ion ; that they might prevent fuch a
terrible calamity by furrendering upon good terms;
and after all, that whatever the knights mighe al-
ledge, the example of fo many chriftian fates, that
lived peaceably under the dominion of the Turks,
was a plain proof, thac they might do the fame, and
that they, by paying a {mall tribute, might alfo fave
both their religion and their fortunes.

Such difcourfes as thefe, repeated at different
meetings, determined the moft confiderable of the
inhabitants to apply to their metropolitan: they
begged him to take pity on his people, and to re-
prefent to the grand mafter, that if he did not im-
mediately treat with the grand feignior, they muft
neceflarily be the firft vitims of the fury of the vic-
torious foldiers, and that he himfelf would fee the
churches. profaned, the precious relicks of the
faints trampled under foot, and the womea and
virgins expofed to the brutality of the infidels, The
prelate entered into thefe juft confiderations, and
laid the remonftrances and requeft of his people be-
fore the grand mafter. The grand mafter at firft
rejeted the propofitions of the metropolitan with
a noble difdain, and declared.to him, that himfel
and his knights had, when they fhut up themfelves

- in Rhodes, refolved to be buried upon the breach,
" and in the laft intrenchments of the place, and that
he hoped the inhabitants would follow their exam.
ple, and fhew the fame courage. '

But the metropolitan found them in a very dif-
ferent difpofition. Fear on the oae fide, anda de-
fire of peace on the other, had gotan afcendant o-
ver them : new deputies were fent back the day fol
lowing, and applied diretly to the grand mafter:
they declared to him,” that unlefs he took fome care
to preferve the inhabitants, they themfelves could
not help taking the moft proper meafures to fecure
the lives and honour of their wives and childrc'xi_.

: he
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The grand mafter, juftly fearing that defpair
migbt occafion a fatal divifion that would haften
the lofs of the place, referred them to the council.
‘Whilft they were deliberating about this important
matter, three merchants knocked at the door of
the councl-houfe : they were let in, and prefented
a petition figned by the principal inhabitants, in
which they befought the order to make fome pro-
viflon for the. fafety of their wives and children;
infinuating at the end of the petition, that if they
fhould have no regard thereto, they fhould think
themfelves obliged by all laws, both divine and hu-
man, not to abandon them to the fury and bruta-
lity of the'infidels. The grand mafter, before any
an{wer was given them, ordered the knights that
commanded at the feveral pofts to be called-ip, in
order to learn from them a true and exaé& account
of the ftate and forces of the place. He addrefled
himfelf particularly to the grand prior of St. Giles,
and the bailiff Martinengo, who had a few days be-
fore taken arms again, and refumed the defence of
the place. Thefe two great men, who had fo ma-
ny times expofed their lives on the moft dangerous -
occafions, declared one. after the other, that they
thought themfelves obliged, both in confcience and
honour, 1o reprefent to the aflembly, that the place
was not any longer tenable ; that the Turks had
advanced their works above forty paces forwards,
and above thirty crofs-ways into the city ; that they
were fortified there in (uch a manner, that they
could no longer feed themfelves with the hopes of
driving them out, or that they themfelves could re-
tire farther back, in order to make new intrench.
ments ; that all the pioneers and the beft of the fo]-
diers were killed ; that they themfclves could not be-
ignorant how many knights the order had loft;
that the town was equally in want of ammunition
and provifions, and that without a fpeedy and
powerful fuccour, they could fee no refource, and

o : had
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‘had even reafon to fear, thatat the firft attack the
Chriftians would be bore down by the formidable
power and #aft numbers of the infidels.

All the council, upon the report of twa cap- '

tains fo brave in their perfons, and fo gready fkill-
«d .in the arts of war, were of opinion, that shey
ghould enter into a trcaty with Solyman. ‘L'he
grand mafter was the only perfon that differed
drom shem in that refpe@, who, without abating
any thing of his ufual conftancy and magnanimiy,
sepiefented to them, that in the whole courfe of fo
many »afes, as the order had been making war up-
-on the Infidels, the knights had, in the moft peii
Jous occafions, always preferred .an holy and glori-
sous death beforc a frail and precarious life ; that
‘he was ready to-fet them an example, and begged
of them, before they took fo grievous a fiep, 10
sefle@ once more upon it in the moft ferious mao-
ner.

The principal perfons of the council replied,
.that if their own particular lives were concerncd
in the cafe, they would all follow his example and
freely die by his fide ; that they were ready wfi-
crifice their lives ; that they had devoted them w0
.God when they took the habit ; but that the fafety
of the inhabitants was the bufivels in queftion:
.that if the Infidels thould carry the place by ftorm,

.and enter it fword in hand, they would torce the |

women and children, and all weak -périons to re- |

pounce the faith 3 that they would“make the moft
of the inhabitants cither flaves or renegadoes ; and
-that the churches, and particularly the relicks,
-which had* fo long ‘been the abje&t of their vene-
ration at Rhodes, would be prophaned by:the In-
-fidels, and be made the fubjeét of their contempt
and raillery.  The'grand mafter yiclded at length
to thefe pious confiderations, and they refolved at
the ficft overtures of peace that the fulian fhould

. .

make,
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make, to.give an anfwer, and enter upon a nego-
tiarion. )

The grand feignior, uneafy at the thouchts of
fuccours, a report of which the knights had taken
care to fpread abroad, and unable ¢icher to take the
place, or on the other hand to raile the fiege con~
fitent with’ his honoar, endeavoured by new pro-
pofitions to fhake, the refolution and cooftancy of
the knights : they planted, by his orders, a flag oa
the top ot the church of St. Mary, aad in a quar-
ter called the Lymonitres.

The grand mafter therenpon ordered another
to be fixed upon a mill that was at the gate of Cof-
quin. Upon this fignal two Turks, who by their
drefs feemed to be confiderable officers, came out
of the trenches, and advanced towards the gate;
they were met there by the prior of St. Giles and
the bailiff Martinenzo, to whom they delivered on-
ly a letter from Solyman to the grand mafter,
without fpeaking a word. The letter contained a
fummoms to furrender the place, with advantage-
ous offers, provided they thould deliver it up im-
mediately, and threats of putting all to the fword
if they dclayed it any longer. The common coun-
cil of the order and the great council were for
heariogethe conditions which the fultan ‘offered :
they agreed to give hoftages on both fides. The
order {ent as deputics ‘to Solyman Sir Anthony
Giolée called Paflim, and Robert Perrucey judge
of Khodes, who both fpoke the vulgar Greek with
facility. The Turks on their fide fent into Rhodes,
a nephew of the general Achmet’s, and one of
Solynian’s interpreters in whom that prince put an
entire coufidence. The chevalicr de Grolée and. -
his brother deputy were admitted to an audience
of the grand feignior, who told them, that he was
difpofed 1o let them go quietly out of the ifland
and the caft, provided they would immediatly fur.
render up to him Rhodes, Fort St. Pcter, Lango

vo‘:' III- ‘ X ’ and
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and the other little iflands of the order; but that
if from a reiolution of making a rath defence,
they thould be obftinate in attempting to hold out
any-longer againft his formidable power, he would
deftroy all before him with fire and fword. The
two deputies defired to return into the place to
communicate his intenfions to the grand mafter and
‘the council ; but the Turks fent back Perrucey on-
Iy, with orders to bring a decifive anfwer immedi-
atcly ; and general Achmer kept. the chevalier de
Grolée in his tent, whom-he treated very: honour-
rably, and owned to him at table in the heat of the

eatertainment, that the fultan: his mafter had lof |

at that fiege 44coo men that had fallen by the aras
of the ‘koights, befides almoft as confiderable a
number that had died- of ficknéfs and cold fince
the beginning of the winter.

During thefe preliminaries of the negotiation, 3
company of young fellows, who were fome of the
molt inconfiderable of the townfmen, and who had
not been confulted in -the perition which the pria-
cipal inhabitants had prefented to the grand mafkr,
ran in 2 tumu'tuous manner to the palace, to com
- plain that they .were treating with the enemy with-
out their confent, and that would be delivering

them up .to a perfidious nation, that gleried in
breaking their-faith with Chriftians, and that they
all chofe to die with their weapons in their hands,
rather than be cut to picces after the capitulation,
as the inhabitants of Belgrade had been. The
grand mafter, who was ufed to the bravadoes and
vanity of the Greeks, anfwered them with great
moderation, that prudence did not allow him to pub-
lith the motives of the negoriation, for fear the
grand fcigoior fhould be informed of the ill con-
dition of the place, and break it, and his troops
make another afliult, which he was -afraid they
waated forces fufficient to fuftain ; but that he was
#&xceedingly pleafed to find them fo well difpzﬁ;d t‘s
. . . defen
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defend their country ; that they fhould fee him al-
ways at their head, and ready. to fhed the laft drop
of his blood for the prefervation of the place: he
defired them only to remember to bring thither on
the firft occafion that might offer itfelf the fame
courage, and all the refolution that they boafted of
in their difcourfe, and io the prefence of their fo--
vereign. .

As no great account was made of the idle talk
of atroop of braggadocios, -the grand mafter and
the council being informed by one of their deputics
of the fultan’s difpofition, thought fit to difpatch
two other embafladors to him, and chofe for that
employment don Raimond Marquet, and don Lo-
pes Cepas, both Spaniards, who, in the audience
they had of . the grand feignior; demanded of him
a truce for three days, in order to regulate'the ca«
pitulation, -and adjuft the feveral interefts of the
inhabitants, who were partly Latins and partly .
Greeks. - o

But that prince, being always uneafy at the re<
ports fpread in his army of an approaching fuc-
cour, rejeted the propofition of a truce; and in -
order to determine the grand mafter to treat im- -
mediately, he commanded his officers to begin fir-
ing again, and prepare every thing for a general
affwlt. He fent back at the fame time one of the
new envoys, but kept the other, with a defign no
doubt of refuming the negotiation if he did not”
fucceed immediately in the attack. -

The- batterics began to firc on both fides, but -
not fo furioufly on that of the knights, who refer-
ved the little powder left them for the aflaults
th:y werc.unavoidably to ftand. The grand ma--
fter, fecing the attack begin again, fent for the in- -
habitants who had fpoke to him with fo much o-
ftentation of their courage ; he told them that now
was the time of their giving him proofs of it : and
an order was iflued out in his name, and publithed

v

X2 with -



244 HISTORY OF THE -

with found of trumpet, to all the citizens tb repait |
immediately to the advanced pofts, with a ftrictin- |
jund&tion not to quit them cither day or night uo-
der pain of death. The townfmen obeyed this or-

- der for fome days ; but a certain young man, ter-
rified at the danger to which he was expofed from
the enemies artillery, ftealing home in the night,
the grand mafter fent to take him, and the couo-
cil of war condemned him to be hanged, as an.cx-
anl-nple to the reft, and in order to keep up dii
pline. :

Though all the fortifications of Rhodes were
ruined, and that the city was in a. manner no more
than an heap of ftones and rubbifh, yet the knights
ftill kept their ground in the barbacan or fauik-
braye of the baftion of Spain, where the grand
mafter himfelf lodged, in order to take the-beticr
“care of its defence; the Turks attacked it on the
17th of December. .

The engagement was very bloody and obftinate;
they- fought almoft the whole day on both fids
with equal animofity; the grand mafler, and t
few knights he had lefr, ran, as we may fay, ©
meet their wounds, and rather than furvive the lof
of the place, went in queft of death, that f_ctmd’
to fly from them. In fine, they exerted themlelvet
fo nobly, that after making a terrible {laughter
the encmy, they forced them to retire, But the

*3nfidels, animated by the reproaches of the fultan
returned the pext day to the affault, and cameo?
in fuch vaft numbers, that the knights, -bore dov |
by their muiiitude, were forced to abandon the

- work, and threw themfelves into the city t0 defend |
it to the utmoft extremity, and bury themfclv®

" in its ruins, '

The townfinen, terrified at the approaching di®
ger, abandoned their pofts, and retired one 3/t
another. The grand mafter and his knights #¢
forced to make alone the ordinary guard Ofl a‘“‘

P )
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plage, and if thofe noble foldiers of Jefus Chrift -
had noe kept upon the breach, it would have becn
furprifed, and carried by affault.. In fine, all the -
inhabijtants -came in a body to befeecch the grand
mafter to refume the negotiation,  and e¢nireated :
him to give them leave to fend along: with his em-
" bafladors to the camp, two'deputies of their own,
to take care of their interefts in the capitulation : :
the grand mafter confented to it : the body of the
townfmen named Peter Singlifico -and Nicholas
V ergati, when- the ch.valier -de Grolée;; who had -
rencwed the negotiation . with- gencral Achmet,
condu&ted them to the camp, and detired him to
prefent them to the grand feignior.. But before
they were adimined o his audience, the grand ma- -
fter, in fome hopes, though they were very uncer- -
tain, ot a fuccour; and with defign to {pin out the
negotiation, had dircét:d him to thew Achmet an -
old treaty which fultan Bijazet had made with the
grand maftcr d’Aubuflon; in which . he lays his -
curfe upon any ot his fucceffors thar fhould break
the peace he- had concluded with the. knights of
St. John. The grand mafter gave this inftrument
to his embaflador, that he might feel if Solyman,
~ who was a zealous obferver of his law, could be
prevailed with, in confideration of a confiderable
fum of money, to raife the fiege., Buf Achmet,
as foon as he caft his eyes on the paper, tore it to
pieces, trod it under his feet, and drove the em-
baflador and deputies of the people from. his pre-
fence : in fine, having no fuccour-to hope tor, .-
nor forces enough to défend the city, the grand
mafter fent the .embaflador and deputies 10 the
camp, who, after making their compliments 0 the " -
grand fcignior, fet themfelves with Achmet to draw
up the capitulation, the principal articles whereof
contained, that the churches fhould not be pro-
phaned, nor the inhabitants obliged to deliver up
their children to be made janizaries; that they

X3 thould



246 HISTORY OF THE. .

fhould be allowed the free exercife of the ‘chaifti- "
an religion; that the people thould be exempt from.
taxes for five'years ; that all who would go out of
the ifland fhould have leave to do fo ; that if the
grand mafter and the knights fhould not have vef-
fels enough to tranfport them to Candia, they
fhould be furnifhed with them by the Turks ; that
they fhould be allowed twelve days time, reckon-
ing from that of finging the treaty, 10 put their
cffeéts on board ; that they might carry away the
relicks of the faints, the confecrated veflels of the
church of St. Johnm, the ornaments, their move-
. ables, their records and writings, and all the can-
non that they ufed to employ on board their gal-
lies: that all the forts of the iflc of Rhodes, and
the other ifles belonging to the order, and that of
the caftle of St. Peter fhould be delivered up to
the Turks; that in order to facilitate the execu-
tion of this treaty, the Turkifh army fhould re-
move to fome miles diftance ; chat whilft it lay at
that diftance, the fultan thould fend four thoufand
* janizaries, under the command of their aga, to
take pofleffion of the place; and that theigrand
mafler, as a fecurity of his word, fhould give twen-
ty-five knights in hoftage, among which were to
be two grand crofies, with twenty fiee of the prin-
cipal burgefits of the town. This treaty being
figned by the embaffador and deputies on one fide,
and by general Achmet in the fultan’s name, and
ratified by the grand mafter, and the lords ot the
ceuncil, the hoftages agreed on repaired to the
camp, and the aga of the janizaries entered at the
fame time into the town with a company of his
foldiers, and took pofieflion of ir.

Whilft they were- employed on boch fides in exe-
cuting the rreaty, they faw a numerous fleet off at
fea, ftanding in for the ifland full fail, and with a
favcurable winde The Turks, who were always
bnealy on account of .the fuccours that the Chrifti-

: : ans
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anrhad fo dong expeéed, made no queftion but
theyweng-fhips of ‘ the princes of the weft coming
to raife.the fiege. They immediately run to arms.
Solyman and his generals were in great pain ; but
the fleet drawing near the coaft, they difcovered
the crefcent in their flags ; and, after the troops on
board the fleet were landed, they found that they
came from the frontiers of Perfia, and'that Soly-
man, feeing his foldiers difheartened by fo many
uofuceefs ful attacks, had, in hopes that frefh troops
might behave themftives with more ardor in the
-aflaules, fent orders to Ferhat, batha, to bring them
with the utmoft diligence he could. It is to be pre-
fumed, that, if thefe frefh troops had landed foon-
er, the knights would not have made fo honoura-
ble a2 compofition with the fultan ; but, as they had
begun to execute the capitulation, Solyman would
not make any advantage of this fuccour, nor fail in
the performance of his word. '

Two days after the treaty was figned, general
Achmet had a conference with the grand mafter in
the ditch of "the poft of Spain; and, after feveral
difcourfes had pafled between them in relation to
the attack -and defence of Rhodes, be told him,
that the grand feignior was defirous to fee him,
and infinuated to him, that he ought not to think
of going away without taking leave of his conquer-
or, for fear he fhould provoke his anger. The
grand mafter, being apprehenfive that he would be
incenfed at the long refiftance he had made to all
his power, as well as on account of the prodigious
number of foldiers which that prince had loft
the fiege, was not very willing to deliver himflf up
1nto his hands ; but as, on the other fide, he was
afraid of Furnithing him, by a refufal, with a prex
tence, which perhaps he withed to find, of not keep-
ing his word ; this great man, who had during the
fiege expoicd himfelt to the greateft dangers, got
Over alt comfiderations, and refolved to fla;l:riﬁi;

. imie
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himfelf once more for the fafety of his brethren.
He came early the next morning into the quarters
to the entrance of the fultan’s teat. The Turks,
" out of pride, and a barbarous'kind of grandeur,
fuffcred him to wait there almaft all the whole day,
without offering him to cat or drink, expofed to
a fevere cold, to Thow and hail which fell in abun-
dance. When the evening was drawiog on, he was
called in, and, cloathing him and the knights that
attended him with magnificent vefts, they introdp-
cad him to an audience of the fultan. That prince
was ftruck with the majefty that appeared in all the
air, and over the whole perfon of the grand ma-
fter, and told him by his interpreter,- by way of
confolation, * That the conqueft or lofs of empires
¢ were the ordinary fports of fortune.” He added,
in order to engage {o great a captain in his fervice,
that he had juft feen by a wofu! experience the lit-
tle ftrefs that was to be laid on the amity and alli-
ance of the chritian princes, who had fo fcanda-
loufly abandoned him ; and that, if he was willing
to embrace his law, there was no poft or dignity in
the whole extent of his empirc but he was readyw
gratify him with. 'The grand mafier, who was a
zcalous a Chriflian as he was a greac captaia. afier
thanking him for the good will he expreffed to-
wards him, replied, that he fhould be very unwor-
thy of his favours, if he were capable of accepting
them ; that fo grear a prince as he would be difho-
moured by the fervices of a traitor and a renegado;
and that all he requefted of -Solyman was, that he
would be pleaied to order his officers not to give
him any difturbance in his going off and imbarka.
tien. Solyman tignified to him, that he might go |
on with it quiedy ; that his word was inviolable; |
and, as a token of triendfhip, though perhaps out
of oftentation of his grandeur, he gave him his
. hand o kifs.
In breach however of the treaty, and the pofitive
. : promiies



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 249

promifes of the grand feignior, five days after the
capitulation was figned, fome janizaries, under pre-
tence of vifiting their comrades, who with their aga
had taken pofieflion of the place, difperfed them-
felves over it, plundered the firft houfes they came
to near the gate of Cofquin, broke into the church-«
es which they profaned, and ranfacked the very
tombs of the grand mafters, where their avarice
made them fancy they fhould find treafure: from
thence they ran, like fo many furies, to- the infir-
mary, that celebrated monument of the charity of
the koights, drove out the fick, and carried off the
plate, in which they were ferved, and would have
arried their violence ftill farther, if, upon the
grand mafter’s complaints, general Achmet, who
knew the grand feignior’s intention, had not fent
word to the aga, that his head fhould anfwer for
the plunder and extravagance of his foldiers. In-
deed the grand feignior, who was fond of glory,
and jealous of his rcputation, was defirous that the
kiights, when they retired into the various ftates
of Chriftendom, fhould, with the news of the con=
queft of Rhodes, carry likewife with them the re-
putation of his clemency and his inviolable obfer-
vance of his word : and this perhaps might be the
motive that engaged him, when he vifited his new

conqueft, to enter intv the grand mafter’s palace.
This prince received him with all the marks of
refpeét due to fo potent a monarch. Solyman in
this vifit, fo very extraordinary in a grand feignior,
accofted him in an affable manner, exhorted him
to bear courageoufly this change of tortune, and
fignified 10 him, by Achmet who attended him,
that he might take his own time to embark his ef-
feds, and that, if the time ftipulated was not {vffi-
cient, he would readily prolong it, He retired up-
on this, after repeating his affurances to the grand
mafter of an inViclable fidelity in the execution of
the capitulation ; and, turning towards his general-
as
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as he went out of the palace, * I cannot help be-
* ing concerned, fags he to him, that I force this
¢ Chriftian at his age to go out of his houfe.”
The grand mafter was obliged to quit it even be-
fore the term agreed on was expired ; for being in-
formed, that the fultan was preparing to fet out in-
two days for Conftantinople; he did net think it
proper to ftay in the ifland, expofed to the mercy
of the officers that were 1o command there, who
might perhaps, in the grand feignior’s abfence,va-
lue themfielves on giving fuch explications to the
treaty as fuited their hatred and animofity againft
the knights.  So that not thinking it fafe to ftay
-any longer among barbarians that were not over
fcrupulous with regard to the law of nations, he
ordered the knights, and fuch as would follow the
fortune of the order, to carry immediately their moft
valuable effets on board the veflcls of the order.
This difmal embarkation was made in the night,
with a precipitation and diforder that can hardly
be defcribed.  Nothing could be more moving,
than to fee the poor citizens Ioaded with their
goods, and followed by their families, abandoniog
their country, There was heard on all fides a con-
fufed noife of children crying, of women bemoan-
ing themfclves, of menm curfing their ill fortune,
and of feamen calling out after them all. The
grand mafter alone wifely diffembled his grief ; the
fentiments of his heart were not betrayed by his
looks; and in this confufion he gave his orders
with the fame tranquillity, as if he had been only
- to fend away a fquadron of the order to cruize.
The grand mafter, befides the knights, put or
board above four thoufand inhabitants of the ifland
men, women, and children, who not caring to ftay
under the dominion of the infidels, refolved to fol-
low the fortune of. the order, and abandoa thcis
country. : ’
Priace Amurath, fon to the unfortunate Zizim,
would
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would gladly have followed the grand maftér, and
had agreed wich him to come on board with all his
family ;" but Solyman refolving to get him into his
power, caufed him to be watched fo narrowly, that
in fpite of all the difguifes he put on, he could ne-
ver gecpear the fleet, but was forced to hide hims
fdlf in the ruins of fome houfes which the Turkith
caonon had demolithed. The grand mafter not
being able to fave him, took leave of the grand
feignior, and was the laft man that went on board
hisvefic. . The firft day of January A. D. 1523,
all the fleet, after his example, made ready for
filing ; and the few kaights that furvived this lon
and bloody ficge, were reduced to the difmal necet-
fiy of quitting the ifle of Rhodes, and the places
and other Hlands that depended on the order, and
nwhich the knights of St. John of Jerufalem had
maintained them'elves with 1o much glary for near
o hundred and 1wenty years, .

———

B O OK IX.

' HILST the happy Solyman was triumph-
ing in the .calamity of the knights of
RhOdes; and that prince, who ncver valued the
lofs of his foldiers, was rejoicing for a conqueft
that contributed fo much to the glory of his arms,
the grand mafter, before he failed out of the port
of Rhodes, purfuant to the treaty which he had
Juft made with 1he fultan, difpatched fome brigan-
ures, feluccas, and tranfports to the commander
‘Airafque, governor of the caftle of S Peter,
and to Perin du Pont, bailiff of Lango, with or-
s to abandon the feveral places where they com-
Dinded, and make an immediate imbarkation of
-all the kpights that were in their governments, and

-
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of all fuch of the inhabitants fubj:& to the order
as fhould be willing to follow them, .and to repair
with all poflible expedition to the ifle of Candia,
where he propofed to ftop for fome time to wait
their coming up, and receive Prince Amurath, fon
to Zizim, it he fh uld be able to make his efeape,
with fuch inhabitants of theifle of Rhodes, as could
" not, by reafon of his precipitate departure, embark

at the fame time with him. That prince, aftcrixis '

fet fail, attended by all his knights, and followed
by a great number of Rhodian families. His flect
made vp fifty fail, confifting of galiies, galliots,
‘brigantines, and feluceds of different bulk: He
himfelf went on board the great carvack, taking
with him the principal comnianders, and partica-

larly thofe knights who were fick and wounged ; |

and it may be faid, that this great vefiih by
carrying them, carried the whole fortune of the
order. i . ..

It would be difficult to draw in proper colours
the aflliction of the inhabitants of the iflc of Rhodes,
- when they faw themfclves forced to abandoa their
cftates, their houfcs, and their country,  As long
as this little fleer kept within a fufficient diftanc:,
they had all of them their eyes fixed upon the
ifland ; but as foon as they loft fight of it, their
grief burft out in cries and tears ; which however
was but the bezinning of their forrows.

After fome days failing, they were furprized by
" aviolent ftorm, which difperfed this little fleet a-
mong the iflinds of the ‘Archipelago. The gallies
- efpecially. were in great diltrefs for want of a fuffi-
cicat number of.flaves and rowers. Solyman had,
before the grand mafter’s departure, taken from
thence all the flaves who were cither his fubjedls or
of his religion ; and the Chriftians, who had ve-
luntarily fupplied their places, being very unecqual
to that employmeat, were rather an incumbrance
to the fervice than of any advantage to it.  Several

1 : thips
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fhips loft their mafts, by the violence of the florm,
and others that.were overladen foundered. The
poor Rhodians, to guard againft fuch like acci-
dents, threw their bales and eff:&s over board;
at laft, afier firuggling againft the fury of the
form for three days and nights together, the wind
fell, the waves fubfided, hope began to revive in
their hearts, and the fhips that were fcattered, ar-
rived one after another in different ports or bays
of the iflind of Candia. .

The grand mafter, who was on board the great
crrack, ftopped in fight, and came to an anchor
in the road of the town of Setia; others put at firft .
into the ports of Spina Longa. . As there were not
any two veflcls of the flcet that kept together, they
arrived one after another. They owed indeed their
prefervation to this difperfion, and if they had not
been feparated by the violence of the winds, they
weuid intallibly have fallen foul upon oné another,
ad the bulzing of a fhip would have ‘been as fatal
isthe firiking againft a rock. :

All the litite veflels, from the feveral places
where they had put in for (helter, came up at laft
and joined- the grand mafter.  ‘There arrived oo
about the fame time the commander d’Airafque,
the bailiff of Lango, all the knights under their
tommand, and the greateft part of the inhabitants
of the iflands and fortrefies of the order, who chofe
t follow the fortune of their fovereigns, rather
than flay behind under ‘the government of the
Turks,” When 2ll this multitude was landed, the
grand mafter made a general revicw, ahd the toral
imount of all, inclnding men, women, and chil-
dren, tame to near five thoafand. But having fo
ltely undergone the fatigue of a terrible ftorm,
they were moft of them fick, faint and low fpirit.
¢d; all of them were upprovided elther of provifi.
ons or means of fubfiltence ; and fome, whofe bags

Vou. HI, Y gt
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gage had been thrown over-board, were left half
niaked, and utterly deftitute of linen.

. ‘I'be grand mafler, who had fupported the lofs
of his dominions with fo much refolution, could
not refrain from tears at the fight of fo forlorn a
people, He was at the expence of procuring from
the neighbouring towns, provifions, {tuffs, and c-
ven linen, to new clothe fuch as wanted. them.
And at the fame time enforcing thefe real and fub-
ftantial fupplies with difcourfes full of a fpirit of
charity, he aflured them, that the order would al-
ways give them a fhare in their poficflions and e-
+ ftater, to which, he told them, the poor had al-
ways the firlt claim. The people, in the fulnefs of
their heart, made no other reply to fuch tender
and moving lentiments, than by « ficring up theic
vows for the long continuance of fo benehcent a
life : Every one raa to kifs his hand ; they all cal-
lcd him their father, and a name fo dear to gene-
rous fouls gave this great man a more fenfible plea-
fure, than the tide of lord and prince that was due
o his dignity. '

. He was no fooner landed near Setia, but he fest
advice of it to the governor and regency:of the
ifland. The governor immediately difpat¢hed the
noble Pauli Juftiniani, to offer him all manaer:of
fuccours that he might ftand in nced of, aund invite
h'm to come with all his pcople to the capital city,
where they would find great plenty of provifions.
‘The grand mafter, though no way pleafed with
thefe republicars, made no fcruple to go thither.
‘The governor, attended by the noble Dominico
Trevifano, general of the gallies of the republic,
the_magiftrates and priacipal perfons of the *ifland,
came to receive him at his landing ; they faluted,
with great demonftratious of their concern at the
lofs of Rhodes ; but fo very unfeafonably, that the
grand mafter, in a private converfaticn which he
had afterwards with the general of the gallics, could

not
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not forbear refle@ing on the timorous policy of the
fenate, who, though they .had above fixty galliés
in the port of Candia, had yet ftood ftill as me:e
lookers on, whillt Rhodes: was falling inio the
hagds of the infidels, without vouchfufing ro throw
the leaft fuccour into the place.

The Venetian general could make no other reply
to complaints that were fo well. founded, but by
receiving them with a filence full of confufisru;
but to wave all explications on fo difigreeabls a
fubje&, heinvited himto ftay in the ifland, till the
winter and the feverity of the feafon fhould be o-
wer. Baut the grand mafter, full of the higheft re-
fentment at the infenfibility which the Venctians
bad fhewed in ftanding as- bare fpectators whilit
Rhodes was loft, told him, that asfoon as he coukl
refit his {hips, which had fuffered in the ftorm, he
thould continue his courfc ; and that his defiga
was to go immediately into Italy, to confult wih
the pope about 4 place where it thould be proper to
fix the great convent, and fetile the refidence of the
order., : .

Whilft-he was labouring with the utmoft applica-
tion te repair his fhips, Leonard Baleftrin, the La-
tin metgopolitan ot Rhodes, arrived in Candia with
his clergy, and feveral of the inhabitants. Solymaa
had .obliged them to leave the place, under pretence
that they were neither Rhodians nor Greeks, and
that he would not {uffer any Latirs within his do-
minions.. The grand mafter, who had the higheft
efteem for the virtue of that prelate, received him
very courtcoufly, affigned him a pention upon the
treafury of the order ; and the archbithop after-
wards taking the habit of the order, he named him
prior of the church, which was at that time the fisft
ecclefiaftical dignity of the ordir, and indeed thz
very next poft after the grand mafter; and which,
therefore, had a right of fitting in the council an.
sexed o it, -

Y 2 Amorg.
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Among the various eveots that happened after
the grasd mafter’s departure, the archbifhop told
bim, that the grand feiguior had given fuch firick

-orders to fearch for the fon of Zizim, that the ua-

foreunate prince was foen difcovered and brogght
before Solyman, with his four children, two boys,
and as many girls ; that the fultan, whofe intereft
urged lrim in the firongeft manner to deftroy this

family, and who yet carefully avoided the chara&er

of a cruel prince, in order to have a plaufible pre-

-tence to get rid of bim, afked him, as if he had
.known nothing of the matter, what religion he was
.of ? that the prince anfwered him with great iptre-
- pidity, that he and his children were Chriftians;

that Solyman, under pretence of punifhing him for

.a pretended apoftacy, bhad ordered bim to be
- ftrangled with his two fons, and had camufed them

to be executed at the head of his army, in or-
der to prevent any future malecontent or impoftor
from making ufe of their name, and riifiog an in-
furre&ion ; and that after this cruel execution, the
fuitan had fent the-two young pringefltsto Conftag-
tinople, “to be fhiut up in the old feraglio.

T'he thips of the oider being refitied, the grand
mafter fet-fail about the beginning of March, and
difpatched at'the fame time a light brigantine to
carry the feveral embafladots which he fent to the
pope and to moft of the princes of Chriitendom,
to acqudint them with the lofs of Rhodes, and to
complain of their haviog fo univerfally abandoned
him. This complaint was fill more juftly levelled
againft the pope thanthe other chriftian potentates:
But that pontitf was entirely taken up with the af-
fairs and intereft of the emperor, and managed
them with as much application as if he. had ftill
been that prince’s minifter. “Twould be impoffible

“torelate all the rcfle@ions with which the world ar-

raigoed his conduét on this occafion : They pub-
lickly exclaimed againft the litle zeal he had thewn
; ' fer
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for the reliecf of Rhodes: And the very day that -
the city was furrendered to Solyman, part of- the
architrave of that pope’s chapei fallivg down the
sery moment that he was going into -it, and that
piece of marble dathing out the brains of -one of
his guards that went before -him, the people, who
are very ready to interpret the intcntions of heaven, -
did not fail upon this accident to look upon it as a
judgment for his remiflnefs, and a plain indication
of the wrath of God. )

The grand mafter was very'fenfible of the great
weight and influence that this pontiff’s recommen- -
dation, and efpecially his example, would have had
for the faving of Rhodes ; but as he: faw plainly,
that he fhould have occafion for the pope’s autho-
rity to fupport his own, he ordered his emb.fiiidor
to explain himfelf in modeft terms upon the wane
of fuch military fuccours, in order to engage hin
the more readily to grant him -one of another na~
ture, which was no leis neceffary for him in the
preient junure. This prince, in lofing Rhod:s,
had thereby loft, not only a powerful and fovereian
dominion, but likewife the ixed and indep:ndent
refidemce of the-order, the greatconvent of ity the
centre and bood as it were which united fo couti-
derable a number of kaights of diffurent nativus in
the fame place, and in an immediate fubjeition to
his authority. The fear of a general diipeition
gave bim a fecret anxiety. He was not without up-
prchenfions left upon his arrival in Italy, moft of the
knights, finding themfclves without any fixed and
fetiled convent, thould retire into their own coun-
tries. He was in the dark even as 10 a place where
he might fettle with his couacil, and the bady of
people that followed his fortune ; and what, made
his uncafinefs ftill greater was the want he ftood in
of a port for the exercife of his profeflion, and tor
the fending out his veflels to cruife. He was afraid -
be {hould fcarce find any chriftian prince who -

Y 3 weuld -
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would give him a place or port within his territories
“in ablolute property and dominion: And fuppcfing
there fhould be found one generous enough to afford
him' a place of refuge, he was {till as unealy for fear
he thould afterwards pretend to difpofe of the forces
of the order for his private interefts , orif the order
wanted a retreat, and w.s left without that common
band of concoid, that the knights fhould ditperfe
and retire into their feveral countries, which would
exceedingly weakenwhe difcipline of the order, and
end at laftin its deftrution and ruin. Full of
thefe melancholy confiderations, he wrote about i
to the pope; and ordered his embaffador to ger a
bull trom him, dircéted -to all the knights of the
order, enjoining them, under pain’of excommunai-
cation, and being degraded of their knighthood, to
fubmit to the orders of the grand mafter and the
council, in what place {oever he fhould think pro-
per to fix bis own refidence, arnd that of the coua-
cil, '

The embaflador upon his arrival at Rome gave
the pope an sccount of all that had pafled in the
detence of Rbodes @ And purtuant to his inftrud
ons repretented +o him the melancholy fitnation of
the order, and the juft apprehenfions which the
grand mafter had of a difperfion, which would be
ftill of more fatal confequence than even the lofs of
Rhodes. The pope complied with the grand ma-
fter’s requeft ; and in order to retain all the knights
wnder his obediene¢é, granted him a bull, wherein
-after extolling with jutt eulopivemns the zeal and va-
lour which the knights had {rewn dgaintt the infi-
dels, he commanded them, in virtue of their holy
obedience, to contmue in a body uoder the grand
mafter’s authority, and threatered fuch as fhould
prove refra&ory with all -he centures ot the church.
T'he bull being iflued out, the emb. lador fent it to
the prior of Mcflina, to celiver it to the grand ma.

fxer,
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fter, who, purfuant to his {cheme, was. to arrive
foon in the port of that city.

He had indeed fet {ail from the port of Candiag
but be had only been a few days at fea, when con-
trary winds obliged him to pur in at Fratki, ano-
ther port in the {ame Hland : from thence he went
to that .of Cerigo, formerly called Cytherea, and
eonifecrated to Venus, which is not above five miles
from the main land of the Morea. ‘1'he wind ap-
pearing favourable, the two carracks and the large
thips, failed before by his orders, under the con-
du@t of Aufton, commander of the lunguage of
England, kept out to fea, and arrived hapgily in
the port of Meffina. But the grand mafter, re-
folving not to quit the people of Rhodes, who were
moft of them fick, fet out a long time afterwards,
went on board a galley, and with a galliot, the
brigantines, feluccas, and. fmaller veflels, with all
thatcrowd of people on board, coafted it, as being
lefs dangerous, along the fhore, with extreme dit-
fiulties, entered the Adriatick gulf, and arrived
at laft at the port of Gallipoli, a town of the king-
dom ‘of Naples, in the guiph-of Otranto.

The great number of fick that were on board the
fleet obliged him to ftop for fome time at this
place. W hilt he was taken up wich providing for
their relief, the knights, who were gone betfore
him in the great fhips of the order, arrived at Mef-
fina, where they found a great number of knighis
of different nations, who had rendezvouzed there
with the fuccours which they were in hopes of car-
rying to Rhodes. All thele knights were under -
great uneafinefs upon their receiving no manner of
news of the grand mafter: Some were afraid, that
the gallies and fmall veflcls were loft in the ftormy
weather that had happencd, and the bad feafon which
they put to feain ; others weie apprehenfive, that the
corfairs of Barbary, which roved over thofe feas,
-might have had advice of the grand mafter’s depar-

ture,
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ture, and the riches which he carried with him
and might have joined together to attack him ; and
that that litile flcet, which was but ill provided,
might have fallen into _the hands of thofe barbari-
ans, Their apprehenfions were the better ground-
ed, in that bolyman having obliged the graad ma-
fter before his departure to releafe all the flaves that
were either born his fubje&ts or profeffed his reli-
gion, thire was not a galley that had half the crew
. neceflary to row it It was indeed this want of men
as much as the feverity of the feafon, which had
occafioned the grand mafter’s wandering (o loog ia
thofe feas. In fine, he came about the beginning
of May with his little fleet into the port of Meffina.
Inftead of the ufual flag of the order, he- hoifted
on the top of the maft of thie veficl that he was on
board of, a ftandard or fort of banner, on which
was reprefented the image of the blefled virgin,
holding ber dead fon in her arms, with this motio,
In the extremity of my affliction, he is my only bope :
AEFLICTIS sPES MEA REBUS. Pignatelli countof
Monteleon, viceroy of Sicily, the archbithop of
MefMina, Fabritio Pignatelli brother to_the vicerof,
and prior of Barleuo, Charles Jefvatre, prior of
St. Stephens, the prior of Mcfina, the comman
ders and whole body of the knights, the nobilivy,
gentry, people, and all the city in 2 manner came
out, and were prefent at the grand mafter’s land-
ing. The whole mulidiude had their eyes fixed
_on the venerable old man, whole conftancy and re-
folution made him’as illuftrious under his mistor-
as his bravery in the defence of Rhodes hud
made him glorious.

Afier the viceroy had made him his compliment,
and offered him in the emperor’s name the town of
Meflina to ferve him for a retreat, and for a place

of refrefhment to his fleet, the archbifhop and all
the grandees of the kingdom, the gentry and people,
by a folemn filence, very fuitable to his ill fortuae,

. exprefld

otk
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exprelled how much they fympathized with him in
it.  But who could exprefs the real grief which all
the knights fclt for the lofs of Rhodes, the remem-
brance of which was renewed by his arrival? Such
as were ftanding upon the port, as well as thofe
that landed, unable to fpeak.a word, could only
cemmunicate their common aflli¢tion by tender
embraces: Some tears ftole from thofe that
had the moft refolution, notwithftanding all their
endeavowrs not to fbed one. L’lfle Adam alone,
always fuperior to his calamity, difcovered plainky
by his refolution, that he was worthy of a better
fortune. He walked towards the prior’s palace,
preceeded by all the knighbts, bare-hcaded, who'
kept a mournful filence, and difcovered by thefe.
demonftrations of their refpe&, that though he
had loft his territories, he yet had not loft any
thing of his authority over a body of npbility and
-gentry, who in happier times would be able to-
conquer a new ifland of Rhodes.

The grand mafter’s firft care after his landing,
was to provide lodgings in his owna palace, and the
houfes adjoining, for the knights that were fick
and wounded: He waited on. them himfelf, affifted.
by the kaights that were left unbiirt, It was io-
dced a very moving fight, to fee thefe men, who
ufed to appear (o terrible with their weapons in
their hands, now animated only by a fpirit of cha-
rity, devote themiclves to the meaneft fervices,
carry broth to the fick, make their beds, and thew
a difregard to every thing but what might contri-
bute to their r¢lief and recovery.

From thcfe charitable offices, foagreeable to the
firfl inftitution of the order the grand matfter, flill
inconiolable for the lofs of Khodes. pafled to a fe-
vere inquifitien and enquiry againft thofe who were
employed to carry fuccours thither : He ordered
them to be cited before a ful' council, to give an
account of their delay, and protefted publickly,.

that
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that he would without refpect of perfons, punith
according to law, as traitors and deferters, all fuch
as thould be convit=d of remiffnels and negligence

in the execution of thofe orders which had been !

prefcribed them. -

All thofe that were cited, and particularly point-

ed at by thefe menaces, prefented themfelves before
that tribunal with a confidence which truth and io-
nocence alone can infpire.. ‘The priors of Barletto
and St. Stephens were the firft that appeared, whe
reprefented, that befides a prodigious- quantity of
ammunit'on and provifions which they had prepar-
ed, purfuant to the grand mafter’s orders, they
had likewife voluntarily, and at their own expence
lifted two thoufand old foldjers, and engaged a con-
fiderable body of volunteers-and young noblemea
to goto Rhodes; but that for the two laft months the
winds had held fo perpetually contrary, and the wes-
ther had been fo tempeftuous, that nobody had been
imprudently bold enough to put te fea;; and.that i
was well enough known, that the chevalier de
Nieuport, of the language of England, an old fa-
captain, who buoyed himfelf up with the hopesof
maftering the waves by his fkill, going on board at
-that time, was driven back by the violence of the
wind againft the point of a defert promontory,
where his fhip with all his crew were loft.

Aatonio di San Martino, prior of Catalonia, re-
prefented on his fide to the council, that at the firft
acws of the fiege, he had fitted out a gallion at his
own expence, and- went on board it at the head of
the knights of Arragon, Navarre, Valentia and
‘Majorica, to go to the relicf of Rhodes; that they
were attacked near the ifland of Corfica, by a [qua-
dron of the grand feignior’s gallies, which piyed
him with their cannon fhot, and coming up clofe
with him, threw fhowers of grenadoes and fire-
pots without ceafing into his fhip-; that they mude
feveral attempts to board him, and were as oftca

: repulied;;
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repulfed ; but. that after an engagement of fix
bours, they prepared to burn him with a fire-thip ;
but a frefh gale of wind fpringing up in the night,
he made a fhifc to fave his veflel, which was terri-
bly torn with the cannon {hot, and got to the port
ofSan Bonifacioin the ifle of Sardinia, from whence
vith great difficulty and danger he bad made his
way 10 Meflina. .

The chevalier d’Albi, fon to the duke of that
name, fetting fail from Carthagena with the knights
of Caftile and Portugal, had much the fame fate.
He was invefted by a fquadron of Algerine corfairs,
who poured in their broad-fides upon him from e-
very quarter. Hjs main-maft was fhot by the
board, his fails and tackling torn to picces, he re-
teived feveral fhot between wind and water, with-
out being brought to firike, and was refolwed to
Uow up the thip, rather than let the flag of the
order fall into the hands of the infidels. By good
fortune he with his laft broad-fide funk the admi-
rilof the corfairs : And the barbarians ldunchiog
outall their long boats to “fave’ their general and
the foldiers that were aboard him, the Spanith cap-
tin improving the littlé interval which that advan-
tage afforded him, made off, and got to the ifle of
Bufa or Ivica, one of the Baleares, where he men-
ded his fail and tackling, but could not get from
thence to the port of Meffina iill the beginning of
December.  The knights of Tufcanyand Lombar-
dy reprefented in their turn, that they were tohave
embaiked in fome fhips which the commander de
Tournebon, piior of Pifa, and of an illuftrious fa-
nily in Florence, had hired upon his own credit ;
but that knight, who was to fit them out at his
own expence, happening to die fuddenly, they
were lett unprovided of the neceffary funds to go
on with thatarmament ; that indeed they had ap-
plied to the receivers of Pifa, Venice, and Lom-
Burdy, but they were fo long in raifing the money

. neceflary
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neceflary to defray the charges of this equipment,

that they could not help being the laft who arrived
in the port of Mcflina, «

In fine, the chevalier d’Auflonville, or de Vil-
licrs, who had been fent embaffador to the kings o
France and England, declared, that upon his arri
~wal at the court of Francis I. he had reprefented 1o
him in the warmeft manner ‘the preffing need that
Rhodes had of his fuccour ; to which that gallant
prince replied, that though he was attacked on all
fides by the fea and land forces of the emperor and
the king of Epgland, he yet would feat orders
forthwith to Andrew Doria, then general of his
gallics, to fupply him with three of thofe that were
the bett provided, and affo that he might take vp
in his dominions what provifions and ammunition
-he had occafion for: That continuing bis road af-
terwards towards London, to wait upon Henry
VIIL he had mect that prince at Calais, ‘who re-
ceived him coldly, and that he could rot get frem
Bim the leaft encouragement that might give him
room to hope for fuccours: That he returned
thercupon to Marfeilles; ‘and Doria purfuat to
.the king’s orders, delivered him three gallies, viz.
the Ferrara, la T'rimouille and the Doria, upon
which above 3co knights of the three languapes of
France embarked, carrying with them eight hun-
dred men, all gallant foldiers and warriors’s That
he had, with the money of the order, freighted
three merchant fhips which he found in the port of
Marfeilles 5 and after loading them with ammuni-
tion and provifions, fet tail for Meflina, the place
of readezvous; but a terrible ftormn, which had
been at the fame time fo fatal to other veflels of
the order, had difperfed this little fleet : ‘T'hat inall
likelihood the tranfport veflels had foundered ; that
the Ferrara galley was likewife loft ; that the ‘Doria
. had firanded on the coaft of Sardiniay and that

. poo¢
1
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rone but the Trimouille had arrived fafe in the
port of Meflina. )

All thefe fa&s being clearly proved by the con-
current teftimony and oaths of the kn:ghts, as well
a5 of the crew of thofe veflels, ¢ God be far ever
¢ praifed,” cried the grand mafler, ¢ who in our
* common misfortune has given me the farisfacti-
“ on ot knowing that no one can afcribe the caufe
 of it to the negligence of any of my brethren of
“ the order.” 'Then calling about him the priors
and grand croffes, who had been brought before
the council of war, he enibraced them in a very af-
fciopate mauner.  ¢¢ It was neceflary,” faid he
tothem, *¢ for the honour of the order, as well
“ as for your own, that I thould make this exami-
“ nation, which will juftify to all princes living, as
“ well as to the lateft pofterity, that if Rhodes
“ could have been faved by the fingle forces of the
“ order, that bulwark of Chriftendom had 'not
“now béen in the hands of the infidels.”

However jufl thele reafons might be, they yet
did not allay the fecret relentment of the knights,
on acconnt of the informations and criminal pro-
fecution carried on againft them by the grand ma-
fter.  Moft of them defigned to retire immediately
to their priories and commandries ; and feveral pri-
vate knighrs, after their example, who had nothing
to live upon, 1efolved to return into their refpeétive
tountries, and try to mend their circumftances at
the courts of their fovereigns. '

The grand mafter, getting notice of this kind of
conlpiracy, called a general affcmbly of all the
knights that were at- Meflina, in which he.caufed .
the pope’s bricf to be read, which had been deliver-
ed 40 him by the prior of Meflima, and contained a
prohibition to all the knights, under grievous pe-
nalties, to'leave the grand mafter without his ex-
prefs leave firft obtained. He told them afterwards,
that, fince the lofs of Rhodes, they alone might be

Vou. 1L Z faid
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f1id to form the reprefentative body of the order;
and, if they did not keep together in this melancho-
ly jun&ure, ‘the order would dwindle infenfibly,
and perhaps be at laft {lighted by the foverciga
princes of Chriftendom. He added, that, after ha-
ving expolfed their lives fo often on various.occafions
againft the infidels, particularly in the defence of
RKhodes, he might juftly expe@, from the obedience
they had vowed at the altar, thit'they ‘would ‘prac-
tife the patience ncceflary to prorurethem, before
their feparation a fettlement that niight repair their
lofs ; and which might be declared the-head convent
of the order, and the refidence of all the kaights.
. He infinuated very moving -exhorfations § this
difcourfe, which, with his reprefentation of the
pope’s orders, and the influence of his own augho-
rity, brought them to temper, and appeafed the
diicontented. Al their thoughts were now takea
up in finding out a’port where the order, agreea-
ble to its inititution, might continue the fuccours
it had given for {o many ages to the Chriftians that
failed in thofe feas.

The grand mafter’s defign was to go himfelf im-
mediately to Rome to confer about it with the pape;
but this great man was not yet at the end of his
troubles and fatigues. A dreadful -plague broke
out at Mcflina ; when he, in order te avoid the
contagion, caufed his knights, the wounded aswell
as the found, and all the Rhodians that had fol.
lowed him, to re-imbark. This new imbarkation
was made with as much precipitation as that from
Rhodes: they were to avoid an enemy much more
terrible than the Turks’; bu, in {pite of this pre-
caution, the plague got into the veflels of the or-
der: feveral knights * died of ir, and amogght
others, Gregory de Morgut, grand prior of Na-
varre, who bad fignalized him/elf at the fiege of
Rhodes, and the chevaliers de St, Martin Grimault,

* Bofio, t. 3. L. 1.
and
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and Avogadre. The grand mafter, alike unfortu-
nate by fea and land, and carrying, as it were, his
enemy about him in his bofom, refolved, in order
to the recovery of the fick, to goin queft of a more
healthy air ; and, with leave from the viceroy of
Naples, he landed his colony in the gulph of Ba'z.
After taking + a view of the country, he marked:
out a camp near the ruins of the old town of Cux
me ; here they bpilt cabins and barracks by his or-
ders for lodging the knights and Rhodians : and,
for fear of'being furprifed by the corfairs of Barba«
1y, who roved ail along thofe coafls, he made broad
ditches and intrenchments about his litdle camp, for-
tifying them with pallifadoes and artillery, which
he took out of his fhips. * This change of air was
followed with immediate fuccefs; moft of the fick:
recovered ; apd, after a month’s ftay in that mild
and temperate climate, the grand mafter, being im-
patient to confer with the pope about a proper place
for the-fertlementof his order, after giving him ad~
vice of his fetting out, reimbarked with his colony;
and arrived a few days afterwards at Civita- Vecchia.-
He immediately difpatched the chevalier de Chew
viere for Rome to compliment the pope in his name,
and at the fame time to defire an audience of him-
concerning the difmal.revolution which had juft
lappened in his order. The holy father difpatched:
the bithop of Cucnga, a Spanifh prelate, of his own
family, to congratulate him upon his fafe arrival-in+:
fis territories. But, inftead of gratifying his ea-:
gernefs, he let him know by the bithop, that he-
could not advife him by any means to go upon his-
Jeurney fo foon, efpecially in the dog-days: that
he fhould. have patience to contipue with his colony
at Civita-Vecchia, and that, after fome time, he-
would acquaint him with the day when he could:
give him audience: a pretence, which the pontiffs

t Bofio; t. 3. p. 16, . .
: Z 2 made:
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made ufe of to prevent the grand mafter’s being
witnefs of a declaration of war, which he was go-
ing to pubhith in great form againft France.

To underitand rightdy this point ot hittory, we
muft oblerve, that Adrian, as foon as he was feat-
ed in St. Peter’s chair, had, agreeably to the exam-
- ple of his predeceffors, noufied it to the grand ma-
fter, and dcclared exprefsly in the fame brief, that
nothing made that pew dignity agreeable to him,
but the defire he had of employing all the eredit it
gave him with the chriftian princes, to uaite them
in an holy league againit the iofidels : a proteftation
which be alterwaids rencwed in all his letters. But
as if this declaration had been but a mere apoftoli-
cal f rm of words, he, inftead of forming a cru-
fade againft the Turks, had juft concluded a league
between himfclf, the emperor, the king of Eagland,
and the duke of Milan. by which they were to at-
tack the dominions of his moft chrifiian majefty,
whillt the conftable de Bourbon, under pretenceof |
-4 private grievance, was to raife an infurreQion
withia the kingdom. Tbe league being figned, the
Fope went to the church of Santa Maria Ma'ggm‘
the day of the affumption ; he there faid mafs poa* *
uifically, affifted by all the facred callege, and after-
wards publithed, with great folemnity, a declara-
tion of war againft France. Moft of the cardinals
were of opinion, that the pope ought not to quit
the chara&er of the common father of the faith-
ful ; and feveral of them reprefented to him, that
he ought to referve to himfelf the adting the part
of a mediator between the emperor and the king of
. France ; but his paflion for the houfe of Avftria

made him deaf to fuch reafonable advice ; and the
pope, though otherwife a very good and difinter-
efted man, devated himfelf blindly to the ambition
of a prince who was mioded to invade France. A
paflase which plainly thews, that private virtues do
rot iuflicicntly qualify a man for government, ;:nd

. that
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that great places muft be filled up with great quali-
ties and great talents. But whether God had a mind-
10 punith the pontiff in this world for that {pirit of:
party which prevailed in him, or; which is more
probable, that the Jength of the ceremony had fa- -
tigued him too much, he was'not able to.go to a -
great entertainment which cardinal Pompeio Colon -
na gave, when church was over, to all the facred :
college, and the embufludors of the princes that
had engaged in the league. An ague feized him as
he came back to his palace ; he was affli¢ted with ig
above a fortnight, {o that it was ooly about the
tventy-fifth of the fame month, during an interval
which his diftemper gave him, that he. oorificd to- -
the grand matter his being ready so receive him ao
Rome, and give him audience. - -

‘The grand mafter fet out immediately, attendzd
by all his knights.. Aone de Moatmorency,
marthal of . France; his. great nephew, was 1523« -
then at Rome. The king his mafter * had
fent him thicher, cither becaule he was not yet ac-
quainted with the fiep the pope had made, or <lfe
in order to engage him to ¢hit the league. This
French noblemun came to meet his uocle with a
magnifcent train, and went a confiderable difian:ce
fiom Rome to receive him ; and, when the grand
mazfter drew ncar that capital of the chriftian world; -
he was met by the- auditor of the pope’s chamber,
the fleward of his houfhiold, and the firft prelates
of his family, who came to compliment him in his
name. They were followed by the light horfe and
S vifs guards of the pontiff, and thefe by the fami¢
lics and equipages of the cavdinals; the duke of
Scfla, the emperor’s embaflador, met him ar the
ficld of Flora, and accompanied him to the palace.
The grand mafter, as he paflcd over the bridge of
St. Angelo, and in the piazza di Sat?Pietio, was

® Bofio, b a.°
) Z3 faluted -
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faluted feverai times by all the artillery of the city
and caftle. The nobility, gentry, and people in
geaeral, crouded to fee this great man, who had
filled not enly Romne, but alfo the whole world with
his reputation, and the valour he had thewn ia the
defence of Rhodes. With this numerous and mag-
nificent retinue, he entered the pope’s palace and
apartment. The pontiff, though 'much weakened
by his illoefs, when he faw him <enter his chamber,
rofe from his chair, advanced feveral fteps to mect
him ; when, the grand mafter proftrating himfclf
to kils his feer, hec embraced him with great tea-
dernefs. He madc him afterwards fit. down in the
midft of the cardinals who were prefent at the au-
dience: and, after having faid feveral obliging
. things about the greatnefs of his courage, and the
valour ot his knights, he affured him, that he would
not omit any thing that could be dope to preferve
an order fo ufeful to all Chriftendom. He thea
took leave of him, calling him the hero * of the
chniftian religion, and the brave. defender of the
faith ; titles which he juftly deieived, but which
put the.pope to much lefs expence than the fuc
cours we¢ uld bave done, for which they had fo of.
ten applied to him, though always to no purpofe,
"The grand mafier never faw him after, the pope
relapled; and the fever was fo violent, that per-
ceiving himfclf near his end, he fent for the holy
viaticum : And calling all the cardipals into his
chamber, he exhorted them in the moft moving
terms, and with great humility, to chufe one for
his fucceflor, who would redrefs the faults he might
have committed  in the government of the
1523. church. He died on the 14th of Septem-
' ber, being fixty-four years of age. As foon
as his funeral was over, the cardiuals, who were
thirty-fix in®humber, thut themielves up ia the con-
* M:gnus C'rifli athleta, et fidei satholic zcerrimus propugne-
tor. Bofi-, 1.2, p. 2o, . :
- clave,
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tlave, and were foon after encrealed to thirty-nine.
The grand mafter and his knights were cotruft-d
with the.guard of the conclave. Among thie fe-
veral afpirers to the papacy, Pompeio Colonna and
Julio de Medicis feemed to have the taireft pretens
fions. ‘The illuftrious birth and riches of Colonna,
his fplendid and expenfive way of living, his great
liberalities, and his genius, fo proper for the ma-
naging an inrrigue, had procured him a great num-
ber of partifans among the cardinals ; and he had
bien fubile enough to perfuade them, that they
would all make their private fortunes by contribut.
ing to his piomotion. Moreover, his firiét attach.
ment to the emperor, an attachment that was he.
reditary-in his family, fecured him the cardinals of
that prince’s faétion. It is faid, that when he en-
tered the conclave, he wanted only two votes 10
raify his eleétion ; and he flattered himfelf, that
he fhould gain them .by his inirigues among the
contrary party. Medicis however balanced thefe
udvanrages by the remembrance of the late pope
Leo X. his coufin-german, whofe memory was fiiil
recent, and very dear 10 moft of the cardinals,
and thofe efpecially of his crcation.

Julio de Medicis h:d always paflcd for the na-
tural fon of Julian de Medicis, till the ponuficate
of Leo X. That pope, who had nothing fo much
at heart as the grandeur of his ramily, declared
him to be legitimate, upon the depotition of his
mother’s brother, and the inrormation of fome
monks, who certifizd, that there was a promife of
marriage between his father and mother: a tefti.
mony that fooks a little fufpicious in fo delicate an
affair.  He entered at firft iato the order of the
knights of Rbhodes, and by the pope’s credit he
foon obiained rich commanderies, and rofe to the
fuft digoitics of it: Bur finding that nature had
formed him better for court intrigues than for war,
he took holy orders, and Leo X, created himdc'ari

ina
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dinabin 1513. FHe afteewards made bim legate ot
Bologna, and eollated him to the archbithopricks
of Florence, Ambrun, and Narboune, and the
bifhoprick of Miarieilles. ‘That poatiff, who was
defirous of m:king him the fupport of his family,
losded him with riches and preferments ; but not-
withftanding the fupreme powes he had in the
church, his ambition was. fill unfatisfied. During
his pontificate, Medicis, in qualijty of cardinal ne-
phew, had a great fhare in the government ; and
whillt Leo feemed entircly taken up with his plea-
fures, he feemed to fupport the whole weight of
affuirs on his own thoulders. It is however certaia
that thé pope had much greater views than his ne-
phew, a better kuowledge of his truc intcrefts, and
a much greater copflancy and refolution. e was
he alone who formed irrfecret the fchemes of alt
his enterprifes ; but in order to give the greater
credit to the cardinal nephew, and probably out of
lazincfs, he left the execution of them to him.
'Lhe cardinal difpoled of the pofts and dignities
of the court; no promotion was made, but by bis
adrice, and at his recommendation : He was a fort
of a feccond pope ; and after Adrian’s death, he
entered the conclave, followed by fixteen cardinals,
all of them his uncle’s cieatures, who, before they
went to a fcrutiny, always recceived his orders how
they fhould give their votes. Their dcfign was to
raife him to the pon-ificate : but the taction of
Colonna threw an invincible obftacle in the way.
The two comperitors, in order to know what they
had to rcdy upon, and to make trial of their
firength, propofed each of them feveral cardinuls
of their party. Colonna purup Jacobaccio, a car-
dinal of thallow parts, but onec who was clofely at-
tached to him. ‘The party ¢f Medicis immediates
ly threw him out, and Colonna played the fams
game with regacd to thole that were named by Me-
dicis, This difpute lafted feveral days before ciﬂm}
o
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of them wou'd yicld to the other, The two par-
ties, animated by their principals, pretended equal-
ly to have the glory of creating them popes, or ag
leaft to have the fovereign pontiff taken only out
of their fadtion. Nowithitanding the feeming
calm, fecret negotiations were carried on with vi-
gour: Colonna and Mucdicis, either by themfelves
or by their emifluries, were continually bufy  in
getting over fome votes, and making conquefts in
the oppofite party ;. but the cardinals of each fac-
tion were fo faithful to their principals, that there
were no deferters on cither fide:

Cardinal de Medicis, as it he was out of hopes
of being pope himfelf, and in order to over rfeach
Colonna, brought cardinal Urfini upon the ftage,
a perfon fily qualified for the papacy, by rcafon of
his great age, his learning, and efpecially his capa-
city in affairs of government; but he was of a fa-
mily that bore an hereditary hatred to that of Co-
lonna, as himfelf was a doclared enemy to cardinak
Colonona. All the cardinals of the fation of Ma-
dicis by his dire&ion gave him one day their votes;
upon. this, Colonna was as on¢ who had been thun-
der-firuck ; he was fenfible, that Urfioi, befides the
creatures of Medicis, had even fome partigulam:
friends in his own fa&tion, who might perhaps quie,
his party to raife Urfini *# tq the pepedom, He;
was frighted, and decaded fecing the papal diadem.
on the head of a man of his capacity, who would
probably employ all the authority of it to ruin his
family. In the fear therefore of falling wader his
fubje&ion, and in order ta fccure his being fet
afide, he, after having tried feveral expedients ta-
no purpofe, was at laft forced to declare in favour
of the cle&ion of his rival; he offered to give him
his own vote, and all the reft that were at his dif-
pofal. Tue two heads of the partics + had a cons

- ® Higt. d:s Conclaves, t. X, p. 163, 1 Gaicelardin, L 15,
) ferenec
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ference together, and entered iato feveral negotia”
tions, in which Colonna did not negle& his own in-
tereft. Medicis gave him a prowife in writing of
the poft of vice-chancellor of the church, and 2
grant of his owp pulace, which was one of the
nobleft buildings in Rome. Coloana, after taking
all the fecurity that could be given him, at the
next fcrutiny gave hia his own vote, and procured
him all the fuffrages of his faQtion. By the union
’ of thefe two partios, an end was put to
¥§23. all- difputes ; and afier the conclave had'
Nov. 19. held two months and four days, cardi
nal de Medicis was unanimoufly eleéted,

and took the name of Clement V1I, .

Such cardinals as were the ereatuses: of. Leo X.
and the people efpeciatly, who- remembered with-
pleafare the grandeur and mageificence- with which
that pope had: lived, made great rejoicings at the
firk pews of his pephew’s eleQion. They fid,

that Rome: muft nceds be bappy under the- ponti- |

ficate of«a prince, who had him{elf becn witnelsr
0 his uncle’s great: qualities, and alfo formed by
him for goveroment. But no body was more
pleafed wiﬁgvhis promotien thao the grand mafier
aad his knights: he was the ficft religious of the
order that had bees raifed' to the papaey, and in-
the unhappy condition the-order was in, wander-
ing about without a convest or fimed habijjation,

or without any port for thoir flect to put inat,
they leoksd upon the elc&ion of ome af their |

knights a6 a particelar a& of providence, which
by fo diftinguifhing a favour, was pleafed. to foftcn
the anguith of their calamities, Fhe lofs of Rhodes
began-to fit lighter on the grand mafter, whg ima-
gined, that under the pontificate of a knight of his
order, and bg the affiftance of his proteétion, be
thould teon find a proper place of retreat, and ¢
ven a new territory, where, agreeable to their in-

fiivation, and for the common adwantage of the

shuiQian
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<hriftian princes, the order inight contioue to fend
out their fldets as ufual, againft the infidels.

Nor was he deceived of his juft-expe&ation; for
there never had been, fince the foundation of the
order, a pape thatexprefled fo high an eftcem, or
fhewed fo tender an affeétion €o-the knights. of St.
Joha. The grand mafter, after a cardinal ‘had
proclaimed the eléétion-of ‘Clement V. openedithe
conclave, and was the firft ‘that made-his compli-
ments to'that .pontiff, who -made him publick ac-
knowledgements for the'good ‘ordar and exa&nefs
he had kept'with regard to the'conclave ;. and the
clergy of -St. Peter de Lateran coming in to carry
the new.pope to the church, whither he went, at.
tended by all the cardinals, Sir Julian Ridolfi, prior
of Capua, and-enibaflador of the order, went im-
amediately before him, completely armed, andfine-
ly mounted, ‘carrying the great ftandard .of the or-
der ; a funétion which-this very pontiff had former-
ly exercifed in quality-of knight of St. John, at the
eledtion of Leo X. his coufin.

No fooner was the pope rid of :that numberlefs
multitude of ceremonies, which are infeparable
from an acceeflion to the papacy, but he, at the -
grand mafter’s requeft, gave him audience in a full
confiftory. That-prince had defired it, in order to
laybefore him an account of the fiege-of Rhodes,
and fet furth in the firft city of -the.chriftian w od
all that had pafied in the defence of that -place. The
vice-chancellor of the order, who was the fpeaker
on this occafion, related to them how fix hundred
koights that were fthut up in ‘Rhodes, ‘had -defend-
ed it for fix months completely againft two hun-
dred thoufand Turks that artacked it. He wenton
reprefenting the thunder and-continual fire of the
artillery, the ruin-of the fortifications, the lodge-
ment of the enemy under the wills, the frequent
affaults, the continual engagements which the
knights had day-and night with the infidels ; not-

' withftanding
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withftanding all which, they did not abandon the
place till after they had loft almoft all their brother
companions, their foldiers, the braveft of the in-
. habitants, and till foch time as the enemy had
carried on their works to the very heart of the
place, and that they had no ground left to intreach
" themfelves and fight upon.

This relation excited at once the admiration and
compaflion of all the facred college ; feve-
ral cardinals, at the rclation of the death 13524,
of fo many knights as had facrificed their
lives in the defence of Rhodes, could not refrain
from tears ; and the pope, in comcert with all the
confiftory, in order to preferve an oider and body
of illuftrious warriors, who were all-of fuch emi-
nent fervice to Chriftendom, and provide for them
till fuch time as they thould meet with a \ ifland or
port for continuing their military fun&tions, affign-
ed them Viterbo for their refidence ; a town feated
about forty miles from Rome, in the patrimony of
St. Peter ; and permitted their thips and gallies 10
ftay in the port of Civita-Vecchia *,

To this favour, the holy father added another,
which indeed was very honourable both for the or-
der and its bead ; and by a particular a&, Jan. 15,
1524, ordered, that when he fhould go to chapel,
the grand ‘mafter fhould have the firft place on the
right hand of the throne, and thatin all cavalcades
he fhould march alone, immediately before his ho-
linefs + : The pope would have this regulation in-
ferted in the regifters of the mafter of the ceremo-
nies, The grand mafter, fenfibly affeéted with thefle
teftimonies of bis good will, went, befare he fet
out for Viterbo, to the palace to return him thanks
for them, and had afterwards feveral audiences of
him, wherein he acquainted him with the variovs
propofals made him in relation to a fixed fettlement

* Bofio, 1. 2, r;l"Boﬁo, 1 zp 23,
1 for
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for his order, which might compenfate for the lofs
of the ifle of Rhodes. He told him, that during
the vacancy of the holy fee, various places on the
contineat had been mentioned to him, which he
might have treated about; but that he had reje&ted
the propofal, becaule the fituation did not fuit their
inftitution, whofe profefiion was to ferve as con-
yoys to thofe pilgrims who fhould embark out of .
devotion to vigt the holy. places, and for a guard at
the fame time to all fuch Chriftians as thould ‘go by
{ea : That Andrea Vendramino, an old religious
of the order, and Archbithop of €orfu, had ad-
vifed im to caft his ey¢s upon the port of Suda in
Candia, or upon the ifle of Cerigo, which belong-
ed to the republic of Venice: but that his holinefs
could not but be fenfible how that commonwealth,
like fome women who are ufed’to bear with every
thing flowing from the violence and extravagance
of their lovers, frequently. difimbled the infults of
the ['urk, and through a fear of incurring his re-
fentment, did not dare reccive into their dominions
a military order, which the grand feignior looked
upon as his eternal enemy: That he had been like-
wife fpoke to about the ile of Elba, on the coaft
of Tulcany; but the king of Spain and the prince
of Piombing being mafters of the principal places of
the ifland, it did not fuit either the dignity of the
arder, or the common goud of Chriftendom, to
have the grand mafter and fupreme council of the
order dependant on any particular prince.  He ad-
ded, that fome Spanith knights, who were of the
greate(t quality of that nation, probably in conc.rt
with the minifters that the emperor had in Iraly,
had propofed 1o him the iflands of Malta and Go-
za, with the town of [ripoli on the coaft of Afri-
ca, which belonged to that prince, in quality of
king of Sicily. Lhat this laft propofal, on account
of the various ports that were in the ifle ot Maita,
was not difagrecable to him ; but then the emperor
Vo, 1. Aa . had
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had fuch fubtle and fecret views, that he was afraid
left this proje&t, which feemed to be only owing te
a pious motive, might at laft produce fome fort of
fubje@ion ; and though they were to fuppofe that
the emperor would make them an abfolute convey-
ance, and grant them the ifles of Malia and *Goza
in fee fimple, yetthey ceuld not, -without great re-
luQ@ance, take into their hands-the adminiftration
of fo weak a place as Tripoli, which was furroun-
ded on -l fides with barbarians and-infidels, fo that
the putting knights there in garrifon, -would be ne
other than fending them to the flaughter.
However, notwithftanding thefe confiderations,
which-were not altogether.without fome ‘foundati-
on, the pope, after having-maturely wejghed thefe
diffcrent propofuls, refolved upon the laft. Butas
he knew very well, that the enperor was no flave
to his word, he, without explaining himfelf further
to the grand mafter, advifed bim 10 take his mea-
fures in fuch a manner as not to be caught by any
fecret defigns of "his miinifters, -who might perhaps
have no other.view but-to increafe-his mafter’s fud-
je&s in the perfons of the knights. [.'Ifle Adam,
upon his arrival at Viterbo, fentan embafly to that
prince. The embafladors were, the prior of Ca-
ftile, the.chevalier de Martinengo, that excellent
engineer, -who had acquired fo much glory at the
fiege of Rhodes, and the comnrander Bofio, chap-
lain of the ordcr, cne-whe had ditlinguithed him-
fcl€'by his fkill in negotiations. Thefe embafladors
upon their ariival at Madrid, where the emperor
then was, applied to him in the name of the whole
order, and ddfired him to be pleafed tc:)‘grant them
the iflcs of Malta and Goza by an abfolute fz2of-
ment, free from all manner of fubje&ion and de-
pendence ; and they made this propofal without
mentioning Tripoli, purfuantto their inftrutions.
"I'he ambafladors did not fail to reprefent to him,
that he, by a grant {o fuitable to the generofity of
. & great
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a great prince, would be the reftorer, and as it
were the fecond founder of an order, which had
for many ages been dedicated to the defence of the
Chriftians ; and that the koights, by their fettlement
in thofe iflinds, would put a ftop to the ravages of
the corfairs of Barbary, and fecure the ifles of ‘S~
cily and Sardinia the kingdom of Naples, and all
the coafts of Italy, from their incurfions,

‘This was juft what the emperor had ia view; and-
his communicating this projc¢t to the grand mafter
did oot perhaps flow fo much from a motive of ge-
nerofity as from felf-intereft: Befides, the confi-
derable expences he-was forced to be at in main-
taining garrifons in thofe iflands, and in Tripoli,
which he, by that means would be eafed of, he was
of opinion, that the knights, who were the terrar
of the infidels, would keep them in awe by their
valour ; and that the fquadrons of the order would
ferve for aa invincible rampart againft the enter-
prizes of the grand feignior, who, after ths con-
queft of the ifle of Rhodes, might perhaps be temp-
ted to attack Sicily. - :

Thefe feveral motives were more than fufficient
to determine him to conclude the treaty: but this
prince, who.was the greateft politician of his age, -
and who frequently reaped greater advantages by
his negotiations than he did even by his arms, told
the embaffadors, that he was no way averfe to the
propofitions. which they were come to make him ;
but that be yet vould not refolve to alieaate Malta
and Goza, unlefs Tripoli was allo comprehended in
the fame treaty, . That he infifted likewife, that the
body of the order fhould take an oath of fidelity to
him in quality -of its fovereign ; that a new creation
fhould be made of a fecond bailiff of the language
of Caftile; that, in the admiral’s abfence, none but
a kaight of th¢ language of Italy fhould command :
the gallies : and, as he very much doubted whether
the order would cver fubmit to take an oath of

A a2 fealty .
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fealty to him, he addéd, that he had no intention
of engaging himfelf to fupply Malta with corn for
the future. By this refervation be fecared
1524. to himtelf an abfolute dominion over the
knights, who could never fubfif without
fuch a fupply.

The prior of Caftile and Martinengo ftayed at
the emperor’s court, and Bofio, by agreement with
them *, rcturned to Italy, and came to Viterbo to
the grard mafter, to whom he gave an aceount of
_the emperor’s intentions. Had they come from any
other fovereign, they would not have been fo much
as heard; but moft of the commandries of the or-
der lying within the vaft extent of that prince’s do-
minions, they refolved to wait, and fece if time
would afford them any relief, and if the pope’s good
offices could produce any moderation of fuch hard
conditions ; and in the mean while, to keep the ne-
gotiation ftill on foot, they prevailed with the em-
percr, before they gave him a decifive anfwer, to
allow the order to fend eight commiffaries to Mal-
ta, Goza, and Tripoli, viz. one of each language,
to vifit thofe places, and afterwards make their re-
port of them to the council.

The grand mafter was the lefs eager to conelude
the treaty, becaufe he had a new projet at that time
on foot, which was much more glorious and ad-
vantageous for the order ; and this was to recover
Tihodes, and drive out the Turks. The propofer
of this enterprize was Achmet Baffa, the very fame
that had contribnted moft to the taking of the
place. . The reader may have obferved in the fore-
going book, that Solyman, being difpleafed with
Muftapha, who commandedunder him at the fiege
of Rhodes, had turned him out of his poft, and
given it to Athmet : but, at the requeft of his Gft-
er, whom Muftapha had married, that prince had
fent him into Egypt to command there in quality

* Bofio, 1, 2. p. 267 ‘
0
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of Begler-bey. He had no better fuccefs in that
government than he had -at. the fiege of - Rhodes :
whether it was owing to his untkilfuinefs in the arts *
of government, or to his avarice, or that he tyran-
nized over that people, who had been lately brought
into fubj-¢tion to the T'urkifh empire, a general
infurretion arofc in the¢ provinces, and a prodis
gious army of Arabians and Lgyptians came to- be-
fi:ge him in Grand Cairo itielf, whote inhabitante, -
from the fame motive, held tecret vorrelpondence
with the rebels. - -

Muftapha’s wife, alarmed at the dangers to which -
bath herfelt-and her bhufbind were expoled, had -
recourfe to the grand feignior her brother,  That
prince, whole intereft engaged him to ftifle this re-
beliion immediately, fent Achmet into Egypt atthe -
head of a mighty army, to bring off bis brother-
inlaw, and take the government of thofe great
provinces in his ftead.

The new general, in a little time, beat the rebefs -
on feveral occafions. *  But after he had eftablith-
ti the reputation of his valour, aod the terror of -
his arms, he fet himfelf to gain the malecontents by
2 condué& that was entirely the reverfe of -that of
Muftapha. - The taxes were, by his-order, confi-
derably diminifhed ; and as he fecretly: afpired to
make himfelf independent, and abfolute mafter of
the kingdom, he removed the Turkith officers who
were odious to the Egyptians, -filling their pofts at
the fame time: with noblemen of that nation ; and; .
in order to engage a body of troops in his intereft;
that thould be independent on any one but himfelf,
he got together all the Mamelukes that were left in
Egypt, and who, ever fince the Turks fubdued
the country, had been. difperfed up and down in -
the' remoteft provinces. He made them dhis -
guards, increafed their ufual pay ; and then, be-

* §lif, de Chalcordile, Tom. 1.1, 14.p. 479, - L
. A3 ing- -
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ing impofed on by their expreflions of affe&tion
and attachment to him, which was not fo much
the refult of his merit as his fortune, and fancying
himfelf mafter of their hearts, becaufe he was fo
of the country by his dignity, he was daiing e-
nough to affume openly the name and orpaments
of a fovereign. As he did not queftion but Soly-
man, who was infinitely jealous of his authority,
would fend an army ‘againft him, he endea-
voured to get himfclf a fupport, and an alliance
with the pripces of Chiiitendom. Accordingly he
fent one of his partizans to the pope and the grand
mafter, to propofe to them a joint league againft
Solyman. This agent waited on them both, 20d
prefented his mafter’s letters, wherein he affured
them, that if the knights came before Rhodes with
a body df troops, they might depend, by the help
of the intelligence which he had within the place,
upon making themfelves mafters of-it; or at leat
that one of his creatures, who commanded in the
two towers of the port, fhould receive them there,
upon the firft fight of any order from him.

The grand mafter heard thefe propofals with
more joy than he was willing to difcover. He an-
fwered the envoy, that he could not engage in this
enterprife without firft communicating it to noft
of the princes of Chriftendom, but.that the B-g-
ler-bey, his mafter, fhould foon hear from him ;
-and then making him a confiderable prefent, he
difmifled bim, and found a way to fend bim back
fafe into Egypt. While the graud mafter’s thoughts
were entirely taken up with this important projeét,
the commander de la Roche Aimon was juft land.
ed, bringing at the fume time fome Rhodians along
with him, who dctermined him entirely to attempt
that enterprife.

In order 1o form a juft idea of this pointof hif-
tory, we are to obferve, that the grand “mafter,
notwithftanding all the misforiunes that had hap-

# &' peaed
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pened to his order, frequently fent veflels out a
cruifing, to keep the arms of the knights continu-
al'y employed againft the corfairs. One of thefe
veflels commanded by la Roche: Almon, was met
by fome Rhodian merchants, who were failing in
the Mediterranean. They knew the flag of the or«
der, and longing to-pay their refpeéts once again
to one ‘of their old mafters, they came up with
him, and went aboard the knights vcffcl, who re-
ceived them with reciprocal joy, and entertained
them in a fplendid manner. In the midft of the
entertainment, the Rhodians being in a place of
freeccom and fecurity, made grievous complaints a-
gainft the tyranny of the Turks, and regreted the
lofs of the equitable government of the knights;
thefe expreflions of their regret foon grew up to
earneft withes for the reftorauon of the order, and
its recovering poflcflion of their fland.  As thefe
merchants were fome gf the principal inhabitants
of Rhodes, he began to confult with them about
the various methods that might be made ufe of ia
order to drive out the 'urks, and found fo much
facility in it, that he engaged them to come with
him into Italy; and landing at Civita Vecchi, he
brought them to Viterbo, and prefented them pri- .

vately to the grand mafter, who rcceived them ™ -
y 8

with the urmoft candour and civility.

Thele meichants, whom la Roche- Aimon had
taken care to difguife, had a fecret cooference
with the grand mafter, and reprefented to him,
thar the walls and fortifications of Rhodes were
40" yet repaired 3 that there was but a weak gairis
fon in the place ; and thatthe aga before mention-
¢d, who commanded in the (wo towers of the port,
had been a Chriftian, but had turned renegado
purely out ot weaknets, and for fear ot tormeats,
who (till retained a fecret inclination for the rehgi-
on uf his anceftors ; -that he was, as far as his abi-
lities would aliow hiw, without prejudicing him-

4
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felf, a protettor to all the Chriftians of the ifland,
and that the people, as foon as they fhould {ee the
ftandards of the order, would, provided they
brought them arms, turn them with pleafure
againft their tyrants, and thofc who were cnémies
to their religion. '

The grand maiter, like an able politician, was
delighted to think, that fors the better fucceeding
in his defigns, he fhould have more than one in-
telligencé within the place.  He exhorted the
merchants to perfevere in their good intentions for
the order ; arnd after beftowing the greateft civili-
ties upon them, and loading them with prefents,
he caufed them to be conduéted back with the fame
fecrecy that they came, to the place where their
fhip waited for them.

That prince, in concert with the pope, fent af-
terwards the commander Bofio, who was very kil
ful in negotiations, over to khodes. He gor into
the city difguifed like a merchant, and was_an eye
witnefs to the condition of the place, the ftrength
of the garrifon, and the difpofition, as well as the
pumber of Greek inhabitants that were left.  He
made a ftill greater progrefs in his negotiation, and
talked with the aga, by the afliftance of the Greek
metropolitan, who was that officer’s friend.  Bz-
fore he came to this interview, he had taken the
precaution to fill one of the blank fignatures, which
thc’fgrand mafter had confided to him, with a let-
ter for the aga, in which he offered him great re-
wards, provided he would make good what Ach-
met had promifed in his name; and at the fame
time fhewed him the letter which the Begler-bey
had written concerning him, and the two towers of
Rhodes. The aga, after having ftood fome time
without returning Bofio any anfwer, made a reto-
lution at once, -and told him, that he had been
long withing for an opportunity of returning into
the bofom of the church, . and gave his word to
the grand-mafter’s agent, that he would receive the
knights

-
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knights inte the towers where he commanded, pro-
vided that befides the troops neceflury to detend
them, and form the fiege of the city, they would
immediately fend a quantity of vituals, provifions
and ammunition, with arms for the inhabitants of
the ifland. Every thing feemed to bid fair for the
fuccefs of this enterprize, when news came, that
the grand feignior had defeated Achmet’s defigns,
and got him difpatcRed. T'hat prince, uvpon ad-
vice of his rebeliion, had feot a mighty army a-
gainft him, undes the conduét of his favourie I-
brahim, a mative of Albania, and who was both a
tkilful general and an artful courtier.

Achmet had flatt¢red himfelf, that the enter-
prize of Rhodes would caufe a powerful diverfion
in his favour; but the unhappy revolution that
happened in the affair of the knights, prevented
their making any attempts, fo that Ibrahim’s en-
tering Egypt caufed a general confternation among
the partifans of Achmet. Neyerthelefs he, like 2
2 man of courage, begah to make preparations to
carry on the war. He fent orders into all parts for the .
troops te march out of the moft diftant provinces
to join him: But littic deference was paid 1o his
orderst An ufurper’s authority is never fixed with
any fokidity in the begjinniog of a change of govern-
ment: Several of his principal commanders, under
different pretences, kept off declasing openly againit
their- lawtul fovcreigp.  Ibrahim  hearing that
things were in this difpofition, promifed them a
full and general pardon, and even rewards, pro-
vided they would difpatch the sebel.  Thele trai-
tors thfled him in the batb, opened the gates of
Gradd Cairo to Ibrahim, and made their fubmifii-
on to him. I hat general tent Achmet’s head im-
mediately ro the: grand feignior, who, by this
quick difpatch, was ealed of the trouble of main-
taining a war in a diftant country, and in a nation
too that haa cver been at enmity with the Turks,

and
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and in which his power was not as yet well fettled
upon any folid foundation.

This rebel’s death frighted the aga of Rhodes;
the fear of being difcovered, and of meeting with
the like fate, made him prefs the execution of the
enterprife, in which he had engaged himfelf; and
the very fame motive made the grand mafter, who
had no hopes left of any fuccour or diverfion from
Egypt, refolve, before he engaged further in it, to
fee how the chriftian princes ftood affe€ted, and
what forces he could obtain from them.

Whiift thefe revolutions happened in Egypt, the
commiffaries which the grand mafter and council
had fent to vifit Malta, Goza and Tripoli, being
returned back, made their report of the condition
i which they found thofe iflands, and the town of
Fripoli. They faid, that the ifle of Malta was

‘only one continued rock of fatdy ftone, and might

be about fix or feven.leagues long, three or four
broad at moft, and about twenty in circumference;
that upon the furface of this rock, there was not at
moft above three or four feet of carth, and that
too all ftoney, a foil altogether.unfit to produce
wheat and other corn; but that it abounded in
figs, melons, and other fruits, which were very
plenty there, and that the principal commerce of
he ifland confifted in honey, cotton and cummis,
which the inhabitants bartered for corn: That if
they excepted a few fprings, which they met with
in the farcher part of the ifland, there was no foch
thing as fpring-water, nor indeed any well, fo that
the inhabitants were forced to fupply. that defe&
by cifterns : That there was the like fearcity of
wood ; that they fold it by the pound; and that
‘the inhabitants were forced to. make ufe ot cow-
dung dried in the fun, or elfe of wild thiftles, to
drefs their meat : That the capital city of the iflind,
called zhe * nstable city, was feated vpon a hill iy
* Oy coafiderable city,

the
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the midft of the ifland, and was of difficult accefs,
by reafon of the rocks which covered all the plain
about it; that the place was only walled about
without any other fortifications, except fome
towers which were ereCted over the gates of the
city : That upon the fouth fide of the ifland, there
were neither ports, nor bays, nor roads, and that
all the fhore in that part was lined with vaft rocks,
againft which thips, when caught in a ftorm, were
often drove by the violence of the wind, and dafh-
cd to pieces; but that they difcovered feveral
points” or capes on the oppofite fide, and
places that formed a fort of bays and roads very
proper to anchor in., They continued to relate
that they had put in at the great port, which was
defended by a fort called the caftle of St. Angelo;
and that below it there was a little town, common-
ly called la Cita del Borgo : I hat this port was di-
vided from another called the Porto di Mufetto,
only by a narrow {lip or point of rock: ‘T'hat be-
fides the capital, the caftle and the town, there
were about forty hamlets or villages, confifting of
feveral dwellings ; fcattered up and down the coun-
try, and about 12060 inhabitants, including the
men, women and children, who were moft of
them poor and miferable, by reafon of the barren-
nefs of the foil.

The commiflaries prefented likeways to the grand
mafter and council a plan of the ifland, in which
they-had taken care to delcribe with great exadt-
nels feveral lirtle bays and roads which ferved as a
thelter to fithermen, and where the corfairs fome-
times put into. They added. that the convenience
of fo many ports, fo convenient for the armadoes
of the order, made them be of opinion, that the
¢mperor’s proppfals ought not to be rejeted, pro-
vided he did not by his grant pretend .to oblige
them to turn their arms againft his particular e-
Reniies, - ;

As
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As for the ifle of Goza, called by the inhabi.
tants Gaudifch, they faid it was feparated from
that of Malta only bv a narrow channel, which
went by the name of Freo, of aleague and a half,
or two leagues in breadth, in the middle of which
lay the liude ifles or rocks called Comin and Co-
minot : That Goza was about cight leagues in cir-
cumference, three long, and one and a half broad;
that they could not find any port in it ; that it was
all furrounded with craggy rocks and thelves, fo
that there was no landing but with grear diffi
culty : That however, the foil feemed to be very
fruitful; that there were about five thoufand per-
fons in it, including men, women and children,
who were difperfcd up and dowa in different vil-
lages; who, for their fecurity againft the corfairs,
had built a caftle fituated on a hill; but that in
their opinion it was ill fortified, and of very liutk
confequence : that notwithftanding its being fo
weak, they did not think the council would a&
prudently were they to accept the offer which was
made them of the iflc of Malta, feparately from
that of Goza, which lay too near it, and which
might fome time' or other ferve for a retreat ©
their enemies,

‘The commiffaries did not form the fame judge-
ment with relpe& to the town and caltle of Td-
poli. They reprefented to the council, that the
place, which was feated on the coaft of Barbary,”
near eighty leagues from Malta, had no fortifica-
tions about it, and that it was almoft impofliblc to
raife any there iu a faandy foil, and bottom full of
- water; that the ditches were ncither broad nor
decp cnough ; the port and caftle being command-
ed by a hill adjoining ; and in a word, that the

lace was furrounded by the territorics of the king
of Tunis, who would not fuffer the Chriftians w
continue there long ; and that the great diftance of
it from Malta would not allow them, in cafe it was
S at

’
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attacked, to throw in feafonable fuccours; that
corn was ftill fcarcer at Lripoli than at Mala, by
reafon of the barrennefs of its foil, which bor¢
nothing but dates. From all whi-h they conclud-
ed, that if they vndertook the detence of the place,
they fhould be expofed to lofe all the knights they
might afterwards put in garrifon there, * '
‘The grand mafter acquainted the pope with this
relation; and defired him to ufe his good oflices
with the emperor, to engage him to ¢xcufe the or-
_der from the defence of I'ripoli. and remit the o+

ther heavy conditions he was ftor annex-
ing to the feofment of Malta: bur, at 1524
that junéture, it would have been 1mipof-  Auguft.
fible for him to have pitched on a wedi- '
ator with Charles V. * who was lefs agreeable to
that monarch, or more fufpeted by him than Cle-
ment VI[. There was aCtualy at that time a league
on foot between that pontiff, the king of England,
and the Venetians, in order to maintain the liber-
ty of ltaly, which was threatencd with

an entire fubverfion, fince the lofs of 1528,

the battle of Pavia, in which Francis I. Feb. 24.
" king of France had been taken prifoner
by the emperor’s generals,

-That prince, whofe perfonal qualities merited a
better fortune, bad invaded the dutchy of Milan,
which he pretended belonged to him and qucen
Claude his wife, in -right of Valentia Vifconti,
wife to Lewis duke of Orleans, brother to Charles
VI. The Sforzas had feized on it in prejudice of
the princes of the houfe of Orleans. Francis
Sforza was aCtually in poffeffion of it. The em-_
Peror, under pretence of fupporting him as his
vaffal, had fent a ftrong army into the Milanefe,
and, after the battle of Pavia, his generals bchaved
more like conquerors than protectors and com-

® Bofio, 1, 3.p 33 )
Vou. lII, Bb manders
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manders of auxiliary troops.” They put garrifons,
in the emperor’s name, into the principal towsns of
the dutchy, under pretence that the new duke had
not yet received the invefticure of it. The pope
and Italian princes, who, in the beginning of the
war, were equally afraid of the neighbourhood of
two fuch powerful princes, could have wifhed, that
the French had not difturbed Sfoiza in the poflef-
fion of the Milanefe.

The king’s being taken prifoner, brought not
only the hzﬁian princes, but alfo the king of Eng-

.Jand over to the party of France. Sforz: himfelf,
‘who had now no reafon of being under any fur-
ther apprehenfions from a prince, who was botha |
prifoner and oppreflcd by the imperialifts, who |
continued to plunder him of his dominions, nego-
tiated .a leagu¢ againft a potentate who was for
fwallowing up all Europe, and afpired to an uni-
verfal monarchy. ,

Such-was the fituation of affairs, and the occa-
fion or pretence of a war, which in reality had no
other fource than the ambition of Charles V. Af
ter the death of the emperor Maximilian, that
prince and Francis 1. were rivals in the eletion
for the empire., This rivalthip of rights and pre-
tenfions, which monarchs are fcarce ever at a lofs
for, when they do not want forces, and their per-

" fonal qualities, which were cxcellent indecd, but
dire&ly oppofite in both ; all thefe circumftances, |
1 fay, infpired tho’e two great princes with an ¢- |
mulation of glory, which, after the ele@ion of
Charles V. was fucceeded by an animofity, that
was not to be appeafed by the blood of fo many |
thoufands of their fubje@s, All mankind beheld
with admiration in the perfon ot Francis I. a cou-
rage that was proof againft the greateft dangers of
war, a noble franknels worthy of a better age, an
inviolable faith in bis treatizs, and goodnels and |
clemency towards his fubjeéts: but-it would have |

ot ,been |
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been ‘happy had this prince been lefs devoted to
pleafares, had been more fecret in his affairs, had
ufed a clofer attention and purfuit in the execution
of his defigns, and had never employed his favou-
rites as his minifters and generais, Charles V.
on the contrary, had all the qualities ot a great
politician, but few of thofe virtues which have their
feat in the heart, and that thine with luftre ina
private man, He was puffcd up with an infatiable
ambition, in‘creft was the fole motive of all his
adtions, -was impenetrable in his defigns, always at-
tentive to-the'different difpofitions of all-the princes -
of Burope, had a fuperior capacity to all his mint-
fters. was happy in the choice of his generals, had
no relith for the pomp and luxury of entertain-
ments, and if he was notfo-ch.fte as the precepts
of Chriftixnity might require, he yet, atleaft, in
order to avoid {candal,. was as -careful to conceal.

his gallantries from the penetrating eye of the cour-
tier, as other princes of his time were to publith
theirs, In a-word he was i reality without faithy
probity. honour, or ‘evenr gratitude; ‘and he yer
ufed his utmoft endeavours, by his behaviour, to
periuade the world that he: poficfled all thofe virs

tuesy - - -F -

lt-was fcarce poffible for two princes, endowed
with fuch great qualities, both ot them ambifious,
brave, powertul, and -neighbours to one another,
to rerr:in- long in<prace, or leave the reft of Eu-
" Tope fo. From the piétures of thefe two monarchs, .
of which we have only given the reader a fkerch,
e will eafily judge, thit-firiune muft be obliged
to deilare tor-the abler ot-ihe two: and indeed
‘Francis:I. became' the prey ot his enemy, fo that
the butinels at that tine was to negotiate a peac?,
and the 1ecovery of his bberty, - Cnarles V. rawed
thesw both ar fo high-a price, that the kii.g; gretly
difgufted at the hardne's of the conditous, o=
b2 tefted
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tefied openly, that he would fooner refign the
crown to the dauphin his fon, thano tear off une of
its fineft flowers. ,

But the regent his mother, not minding a defigan
which the uneafinefs of his imprifonment had oc-
-cafioned, refolved to find the dutchefs of Alengon
her daughter and the king’s fiiter, into Spain ; 1he
was a princefs adorned with all the graccs of na-
ture, brought up in the intrigues of a court, and
of as complying a temper as if the had not been
born with that pride and empire, which are almoft
infeparable fron) a multitude of charms, efpecially®
when fupported by fo illuftrious a birth.. The re-
gent was in hopes, that the would prevail with the
emperor to fet the king her brother at liberty, up-
on lefs hateful conditions. To aflift her in this
important negotiation, {he named th¢ archbifhop
of Ambrun, known afterwards by the title of the
cardinal de l'ournon, the bithop of Tarbes, after-
wards cardinal de Grammgnt, and de- Selu€ firfk
prefident of the parliament of Paris. The writer
of the annals of the order of St. John of Jerufa
Jem relates, that the cegent, thoroughly perfuaded
of the grand mafter’s affeétion _for the perfon and
fervice of the king her fon, fent him an exprefs to
Aefire bim to convey the princefs her daugbter to
Spain, on board the gallics of the order: thar the
marthal de Montmorency. his great ncphew wrote
. 10 him about it, by the regent’s .order, in the mof
predliog terms, and that nobleman, in order to de-
termine him by motives, drawn from his own io-
tereft, to undertake the voyage, reprefented to him,
that as his order ftood in need of a-f{ure and fixed
fettlement, he, by, bis prefence, and weating in peg-
fon with the emperor, would be able.tg ower
that infinite number of difficulties, .* which that
prince’s minifters in lialy farted, with regard 1o

4 Bofio, t. 3. 1. 2. p. 38,
the
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the feofment of the ifles of Malta and Goza, and
the town of Tripoli.

I'he grand mafter acquainted the: pope with:
thefe difpatches of the regent:.Clement, who was
altually engaged in mealures with- that prince(sy
highly approwed the voyage; he was defirous of
the king’s liberty, perhaps not fo much out of re-
gard for him, as forrear of the.formidable power
of his enemy; he. flatctered himfelf, that if they.
could ¢nce get Francisd. out of prifom, that prince,
to revenge the feveiity ot this trearment, would
por fail 10 opena new war, which, thould it but
once break.out between two {uch implacable ene-
mies; would be the fecurity of the other fovereigns, .
and mdimaia a peace io the reft of Eu. . -
rope.. The grand mafter, upon his holiv - 1525,
nefs’s anfwer,” embarked on board the June 257 -
gallivs ofstiie order at Givita.Vecchia, - -
and wens to Marfeilles, where he waited upon the
regent. and h d feveral conferences with her, du-
ring the time he waited for the dutchefs of Alen- -

on.
£ "The emperor’s minifters; alarmed and jealous of
this vayage, the motive of-which they were utter
ftrangers to, feized immediately-on all the revenues
of the:order in italy': the empeser «did not fail to -
apprdve their conduét §- thar prince was difpleafed -
with the.grand. mafter: and - council on-.other ace
counts  We have already obterved, that he offers
ed them the ifics of Maita and Goza, and the town -
of Tripoliy for-their refidence ; the order's retards
ing to-give him a pofitive anfwer, made bin refoive
to write in particular to the languages of ‘Caitile
and Arragon, the knights whereof were born his
fubje@s ; and he ditpatched away a Spanifh knight
to :he %ouncil, Peter Fernandcz Heredia, or Lrrera
by name, who, upon his arrval at Vierbo, ghpre-
fentdd, in the emperor’s name, to the.lords of the
council, - that from ‘a perfuafion that the order
b3 would:
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would accept of fo confiderable a fettlement wich
greac fatisfadtion, as well as acknowledgement, he
had for gighteen months paft delayed providing for
the fortification ot thofe iflands, and defired, that
the couacil would tell him their fentiments plainly
upon thdle points. The envoy added, in a very
arrogant manner, that it there was any language
whe thould oppofe them, the emperor his mafter
would take his meafures accordingly.’

That prince, dazzled by a conftant feries of pro-
fperity, and grown more haughty by the king’s im-
prifonment,imagined himfclf able 1o give laws to
all the powers of Europe; and this domineering
{pirit had diffufed itfelf inta the langnages of thofe
who werc born in his dominions. The ‘Spanith
knights were for governing in the council, and
would have the emperor’s offcrs” accepred immedi-
ately,and the dependence and fubje€lion he annexed
to them fubmi:ted to: nay, fome of them went fo
far as to infinuate, that if the French would not
comply wih their teatiments, they would divide
from them; that they would fettle themfelves at
Malta, indipendent even on the grand m-ftes, and
that they were in hopes ot pievailing with the em-
peror to unite the order of Monicza, a dpanifh
foundation, to their particular congregation that
they might indeinnity the order tor what chey
might lofe in Fronce. by the withdiawing of the
French knights 4nd commanders.

Bur the council. as wcll as difcreeteft of the Spa-
nith koighis, who abhored a tchim, aniwered the
enmvey, that the whole order was very fenfible of
the generous offers of his imperial majefty; but
that, in an affair of fuch importance, they could
mot take any .ccifive refolution without the grand
matfter’s prefence,- and the pope’s exprefs confent;
thatthey would v rite immediately to them both; that
they undc:ftuod the grand mafter was gone to the
emperor’s court, in order to learn from .his oat'hn

mou
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mouth what were his intentions with refpet to the
ifle of Malta, and that they were in hopes, that
that great prince would, for the general good
and honour of the order, moderate fome of the
conditions which he was for 4annexing to that feof-
ment. : . : .
The copncil immediately difpatched away the
commander Bofio for France, to give the grand
mafter advice of the fzqueftration which the eme
peror’s minifters had made of the eftaies which be.
longed to the order in Italy, and the propofals
which the chevalier Errera had made before all the
council. The grand mafter deferred anfwering the
council, till he had feen the emperor; he ordered
Bofio to follow him, and fet out for Spain with the
duchefs of Alcrgon, for whom the king of England
had got a fafe conduét. e
As foon as this princefs was arrived at Madrid,
and chat the emperor had difcharged the ceremoni-
al, and paid the firft honours that were du¢ to her
quality, he gave a private audicnce to the
grand mafter, who firt gave him an ac- 1525
count.of all that had paficd at the ficge *
and furrender of Rnodes. That great man after-
wards reprefented to him the lofles which the or-
der had {uftained in that place, and the deplorable
condition the whole body was in at that time; and
finding the emperor was moved and affeéted with
fuch a number of calamities, he compiained in the
fofieft terms of the fuzure which his minifters had
maue of the cftatcs. or the lraliad commanderies,
under pretcnce, that in his way to §pain, he had
pofld through Fraoce, betore he came to his
court To prevent the defigns which the emperor,
in granting the ifle of Malta to the kaights, might
have of making them his vafl2ls, he wittingly infi-
nuated to him, that though they were all born fub-

+ Guiceiwiin, ), b0 .o
o jects
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jedts of different fovereigns, yet the order in gene-
ral by its profefli)n, was independent trom any of
them ; that a knight who was a Frenchman by na-
tion, was no more devoted to the king of France,
than he was to his imperial majefty ; that the only
view of their inftitution was to detend all Chriftians
alike againft the incu'rfions of the infidels ; ‘that for
fo many ages as the order had cxifted with fome
kind of glory, it had never been yet known to en-
g2ge againit any chriftian prince in favour of ano-
ther. He entered dafterwards’ into the affair of
Malta, and omitting the hard conditions which
the emperor was tor tying them down to, he told
him in general, that the ordct would-have long
before reaped the advantages of his imperial‘majef-
ty’s beneficence, if they had not been withheld by
hopes of recovering Khodess thatthere was a par-
ty formed for the ¢xecution of thar enterprife; up-

" on which he, with the emperot’s leave,; brought
the commander Bfio into his chamber, who gave

him a very particular account of all the meafures

ke had taken on thit account with the principad

inhaoitants. He "added, that the order- wanted

nothing but a fum of ‘money neteffiry 1o raife

three or four thoutand men, 2irdcarry at the fame

time arms far the inhabirants. whom the Turks

had difarmed wi-h-he utmoft ttriftncfs:

‘the emperor entered inro ‘the grand ~mafters
views : howevér, before he engaged further in the
Proj €&. he advifed him to confer with' the duke of
-Alva, his avleft gencral, about it, He added fur-
ther, that in cafe that nobleman fhould find the
exccution of it praicable, he himfelf would free-
1y give 250c0 crowns to tacilitate its fuccefs ; that

-he wifhed the other- potentates ot Chriftendom
would like - ife contiivute to- ie; but that if, after
all, the proje¢t fhauld not happen to cceed, the
order mi?ht nev rthelefs depend upon  having
_the ifle of Mala tor their fettlemient ; and, as.an

carncfe
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carneft of his friendfhip, he immediate? ordered 3
fuil and entire reftitution to be made of all the re-
venues which his minifters had fequeftrated in Ita.
ly. The grand mafter, who was very fenfible that
monarchs will never own themfelves to be in the
wrong, thanked him for that a& of his juftice, in
as handfome and grateful a manner, as if he had
received a favour from him. He begged leave,
before he left him, to wait upon the king of
France ; which the emperor readily granted him,
io hopes that the grand mafter might contribute to
the negotiation of a peace. .

An officer of his guards, by his order, condu&t-
e¢d him to the apartment of Francis I. T'hat
prince was not guarded like a prifoner of war, but
rather like a.ftate-criminal. Charles V. although
the king’s vaffal, in order to extort an immenfe
ranfom, and the exorbitant conditions from his
lord, did his utmoft to make his imprifonment in-
fupportable to him. Such harth and unworthy u-
fage threw Francis I. into a deep melancholy,
which was fucceeded by a violent fever. The ar-
rival of the princefs his fifter, who was very dear
to him, gave him the firft emotions of joy cver
fince his misfortue. His health grew better, and
the grand matfter being introduced into his room at
this junéture, he embraced him very affeétionately,
extolled the brave dcfence he had made at Rhodes,
and ordered the minifters who accompanied the
princefs his fifter, not to treat of any article in their
Degotiation with the emperor’s mipifters, without
fut communicating it to the grand mafter. He
was admitted into all their cenfcrences, where he
afted as a medjator. His dignity and great reputa-
tion, his prudence and excellent capacity, greatly
enforced his remonftrances: and he left no cxpe-
dient uniried in order to reconcile the interefts of
thofc two princes. and engage them, by a iolid
Peace, to unite their arms againft the common c-
. Remy
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nemy of the Chriftians. The duchefs of Alc.ngon, »

on her fide, emploved all the charms of her wit,
in order to conquer the emperor's harfhnefs: and
obftinacy ; but that prin-e, who was regardlefs of
every thin: but his intereft. and who fancied, that
as the King was his prifoner, he might fpon make
himfelr mafter of a part of France ; befides the re-
nounciations which the_ king offcred to make of
his rights to the Milanefe and kingdom of Naples,
as weil as to the homag: of the countics of Flanders
and Arto's, 'and alfo an immenfe fum of money,
infited likcwifc on the duchy of Burgundy, in or-
der to enable hinfelf, in cafe the war fhould break
out ag in, to fall with his rroops into Fraace, and
maich up to the gates of Paris.  'The king, who
was i.i_hiy fenfible of the importance of this alie-
nation, rejedt d the prop-fition with great refoluti-
on ; and to fhew the emperor that he would rather
renouce his liberty than fo confideraile a branch
of his crown. he refolved to part with the princels
his fifter,. and deprive himfelf of her compaoy,

though it was ihe only ¢ -mforz he had left. He

made her fer out on her return for France, ad

fhe was likcwife obliged to it upoa f{:me. privatt

advices which fhe received, .that the emperor
foughs . nothing but a pretence to give orders for
her being arrcfted.

_ Charles V.. the moft artful prince of his time,
had purpofely ipun out the negotiations, io order
that the fafc condu@ which he had granted ber
might be expired.. He was furprifed at the prio-
eciv’s departure, and he fent orders to the froaricrs
of Spain to. ftop her the very day that the term of
ber fate conduét thould be at. an end; but the
princefs being -« <1l informed of this trick which e
defigned to play her. ' travelled as many miles in
one day upon the fame road in her rérurn, as the

had done in tour at her coming into Spain,  Lhis |

sxpedition, and Clermont de¢ Lodeve’s arrival on
C ©the
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the frontier, with a large convoy, on the laft day of
the fafe condu&, hindered the emperor’s officers
from making any attempt to fcize her perfon; fo
that the emperor could not gain any advantage by
his artifice. - " ' .
The departure of the princeis did not any’ way
cool the grand mafter’s zeal and good offices in
promoting a peiace. He frequently repre- '
fented the neceflity of it to the emperor 1525,
and his minifters ; declaring, that whilft
that prince’s arms were employed againft France,
Solyman was pufhing his conquefts in Hungary,
and opening himftlf a way to penetrate into Auf~
tria and the hereditary countriecs. On the other
fide, when he was got with the king, he made him
Ienfible how neceflary his prefence was in his king-
dom, but proved to him at the fame time, that the
emperor would never give him his liberty, unlefs
he made a refignation of the duchy of Burgundy.
In fine, he managed both thofe princes fo fuccefs-
fully, that he brought them to agree to a treaty of
peace.  Francis I. perfuaded that he could not alie-
nate the demefne of his crown, and that conditions
extorted during a fevere captivity were never valid,
made a fecret proteft againft the violence offered
him by his vaflal, and figned every thing they pre-
fented to him. It was agreed, that the king thould
be conduéted back into his kingdom on the tenth
of February, and that for a fure guaranty of the
treaty, he fhould give the two princes his fons in
hoftage; and alfo feveral other articles which are
foreign to this work. The grand mafter, who
Was ever vigilant to promote the interefts of religi-
on, got an article inferted in it, which was, that
the emperor, and king of France, fhould join in
foliciting the pope to fet on foot a crufade ‘againft

the
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the infidels, and fhould themfelves contribute to
it to the utmotft of their power.
After the treaty was figned, the emperor and the
king had feveral interviews ; but their vifits
1526. were like thofe of reconciled enemies, and
were made with more politenefs than fince-
rity. The firft time that the emperor went to fee
the king, he would needs take the grand mafter,
whom he called his father, along with him. We
meet with a remarkable circumftince, viz. that
thofe two great princes being out together, the em-
peror, as they were to pafs through a door, offered
the king the precedence, which that prince refu‘ed;
whereupon they called the grand mafter to decide
it. « I pray God, faid the venerable old man,
¢¢ that there may never be any difference of great-
¢¢ er confcquence between -your Majefties:” and
then dire&ing his difcourfe to the king of France,
* No body *, fays he to him, Sir, difputes but
¢ that the emperor is the firft prince in Chriften-
¢ dom ; but as you are in his dominions, and in
¢ his palace, you ought not, in my opinion, de-
¢¢ cline the honours which he thinks himfelf-obli-
* ged to fhew to the greateft monarch in Europe.”
This anfwer, which was as fubtle as it was judici-
ous, fatisfied both -parties ; the emperor efpecially
was exceeding!y pleafed with it : He honoured him
afterwards with feveral marks of diftin&ion, and
whenever he was giving audiences from his throne,
he would make the grand mafter fit underthe fame
canopy with himfelf. In fine, when the grand ma-
fter, after the king’s di})arture, todk leave of him
to return into Italy to Viterbo, he made him frcfh
promifes of the ifland of Malta, and likewife affur-
ed him, that he would leave that affair to the pope,
who fhould be arbitrator of the conditions aad terms
of the feofment.

* Bofio, t. 30 L 3. ps 420
. 2 But
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But before the grand mafter left Spain, he, by
his prudence, put an end to a difpute that was rifen
in Portugal, relating to the great priory of Crato.
Since the lofs of Rhodes, and retreat of the convent
to Viterbo, feveral European princes, not well af-
feCted to the order, and uader pretence that it did
not fend any more fquadrons out, as its infticution
required, againft the infidels, feized on the reve-
nues of the commanderies; or elfe, in violation of
the ftatutes of the order, and the rights of feniori-
ty, difpofed of them in favour of fuch knights as
were moft agreeable to them, The priory of Cra-
to falling vacant by the death of John de Mecnefes,
the king of Portugal, in prejudice of the chevalier
Gonfalvo de Piementel, beftowed it upon prince
Lewis his brother; and to make Piemeatel fome a-
mends, offcred him a yearly penfion of gooe livres.
The Portuguefe knights, unwilling to bear with
fuch an infringement of their rights, refufed to
own Dou Lewis ; the king, incenfed at their oppo-
fiion, threatened to fcize all the eftates belonging
to the order within his dominions: and, pretend-
ing that they ftaid at Viterbo in 2 ftate of inactivi-
1y, contrary to what their ftatutes obliged them to,
he declared that he would employ the revenues in
a holy war ag.inft the moors of Barbary.

The grand mafter judicioufly fuppofing, that
fuch a procedure, though very ucjuft, might yee
be a dangerous precedent with refpedt to other
princes, made up the affuir. He thought that it
was beft, at fuch ap unhappy juonéture, to diffim-
ble an injuftice which he had not tie power to re-
drefs : He confented that Don Lewis fhould keep
the adminifiration of the priory, by way of com-
mendam ; but he, in_exchange, obtained of the
king 10 authentic confirmation of all the rights and
{)rivilcdgcs of his order. That prince engaged fo-
emnly that he would never trouble the knights a-

Bain in the enjoyment of the commanieries, which
Vor. lII. Cc @,ﬁﬁ\ fhould
~ G =
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fhould fall to every one’according to his rank of
feniority. And as the enterprize of Rhodes was
the only end and view in which all the grand ma-
fter’s defigns centered, it was ftipulated in the fame
treaty, that, for carrying on that holy war, the
king fhould furnith the order with fifteen thoufand
crufados, a fort of filver money, worth at thattime
about four livres and an half.

Scarce was the grand mafter returned into France,
when news came that Henry VIIIL king of Eng-
land, on the very fame pretence that the king of
Portugal had made ufe of, and as if the order had
teen entirely extirpated by the lofs of Rhodes, had
prevented the commander Wefton from taking pof-
{cflion of the grand priory of that kingdom 3 and
even pretended to unite the revenues of all the com-
manderies to the crown, or oblige all the Englith
knights 10 ferve as a garrifon to Calais. T hc?c o-
dious pretenfions were a fenfible affliCtion to the
grand mafter; he faw, with grief, that the eftates
of his order, notwithftanding his indefatigable en-
deavours to the contrary, were going infexitly to
be made a prey to princes and their courtiers. The
popes, under colour of being its fovereigns, had
fome time before aflumed to themfelves the power
of nominating to the grand priory of Reme, andto
the commanderies that fell vacant within the patri-
mony of St. Peter, and their other territories : and
on the other fide, the emperor’s mipifters in Italy
feized oa the richet benefices, witbout any manner
of fcruple; and fancied they did a favour to the or-
der, by putting on its crofs, as a mark that they
erjoyed them only by virtue of the title of knights.
In this general pillage and defolation, the grand
mafter applied himfelf to the king of France, the
only prince of Chriftendom, as we may fay, who,
amidft all the misfortunes that had hapgened to the
erder of St. John, treated it with the fame efteem

acd
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and affe®ion with which he had always diftinguith--
ed i,

The grand mafter, when he fent the prior of St.
Giles, and the commander de Bourbon, oblijed
them to take the French court in their way, ‘Thefe
deputies, or, if you pleafe, embafladors, befought
that prince, in his name, to employ his intereft
with Henry VIIL in behalf of the order.  Accord-
ingly the king wrote to-him in the moft prefling
terms, and obferved, ia his letter, that the reafon
why the order had not, fince the lofs of Rhodes,
been able_to-continuc makiag war upon the infidels,.
was only for want, of ports to fit out their fhips;
that they were attually treating for the ifls of M.l-
ta, and he intreated him, in the moft prefliag terins,
to contribute to their fettlement-in that place ; that
as foon as the head convent and place of arms for
the " order fhould be fixed there, the knights
would immediately be ourt at fea according to their
profeffion ; and that the Euaglith merchants, his
fubje@ts, might perhaps be.the ficft who would cx-
perience how ufeful that military body was to all.
Chriftendom in general, though independent on a-
ny particular.chriftian prince. . )

But thefe confiderations, which were fo very
reafonable in themf@lves, and. all the offices of that
great prince, had little influence on the king. of
Eogland : he had no manncr of regard to the me-
morials which the two .embaffadors prefented to -
him ; nay, he proceeded further, and forbad them -
t0 carry either money or effets, arifing from the
eftates of . the order, out.of his dominion$ ; and dil-
miffed the envoys pretty abruptly, without any great
regard to their .chara&er. Thele minifters, upon
their return, giving the grand mafter an account of
the ilt fuccefs of their negotiation, told him, they
fancied they had difcovered the true fource of this.
fhameful injuftice, and that it arofe from the re-

fentment of that prince, sthe proudeft monarch of
Ccaz Lis’
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his age, who was offended that the grand mafter
had vifited the emperor, and the king of Fiance
without paying him the fame compliment ; nor was
this conjeture altogether groundlefs. Though the
dominions of Henry VIII. were not fo large asthofe
of Charles V. and Francis'I. he was not lefs formi-
dable to thofe two princes upon that account,
whole power he balanced by turns, always falling
in with that party, which his intereft led him to
take in their difputes. This fubtle conduct was the
reafon of his being caqurted by both thofe princes,
who were very careful to treat him with great re-
fpe&t. ,The important part he afted in the affairs
of Europe, the abfolute authority he had acquired
in his own dominions, though the laws are more
refpeéted there than the fovereign, and his fkill in
always bringing the parliaments into his meafures,
all this, I fay, made him comfider himfelf, and ex-
peét to be confidered by others, as the arbiter of
Chriftendom, The grand mafter could.hardly at
fir(t perfuade himfelf, that the omiffion of a forma-
lity, and of a ceremony which he was not obliged
to, could poflibly raife that prince’s refentment,
and put him vpon treating the erder in fo harfh a
manner. But, after all, as the moft powerful
princes, efpecially fuch as reign with defpotic fway,
. are bred up in flauery, and feldom breathe any air
but what is {welled with pride and vanity, the grand
mafter thought he fhould come off at an cafy rate
enough, provided he could but get, by fo flight a
condcfcenfion, the eftates of his order reftored.
The venerable old. man therefore, withour regard-
ing either his age, or the feverity of the feafon, fet
out for England, fending the commander Bofio
before, the ableft negotiator at that time in the or-
der, and perhaps in all Chriftendom. ‘The com-
mander applied himfclf firft to Cardinal Wolfey,
the king of England’s firft minifter, to whom he
delivered a letter from the grand mafter, inu-ca;‘i‘ng

. im
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him to prefent Bofio to the king, and ufe hiscredit
with that prince to promote the interefts of the or-
der. The cardinal procured him an audience ; Bo- -
fio prefented the grand mafter’s letter to Henry
VIIL telling him, at the fame time, that he was -
coming on purpofc trom Italy to pay his refpes to
him, but thought it his duty not to enter his do-
minions, without firt knowing whether it would
be agrecable to him. Heary, pacified by

shis ftep, anfwered, that he had the ut- 1524,
moft veneration for the grand mafter’s -Jan. 1.
perfon ; that he fhould be delighted to

iee {o great a captain, but that he was forry he had
fet out in fo fharp a feafon; that however, he
fhould at all times be received in his dominions with
all the refpet that was due to his dignity and me-
rit. The king fent Bofio back to the grand mafter,
whom he found at the court of France, and _deli-
vered him two letters, ®nc from the king, the other
from his minifter, dated Feb. 25th, both of them
in very obliging terms, and inviting him to come as
foon as poffible into England. He immediately
went thither, and after having refted himfelf tor
fome days in the commandery or priory of St.
John, he fet out for the court, attended by the
great crofles, commanders, and knights of Eogland
and Scotland, who were come from different places
to wait upon him. ’

This retinue was numerous and magnificent, and
to make its fplendor ftill greater, the king fent
fome of the moft confiderable lords of his court a
great way before to meet him on the way. With
this noble convoy he was introduced into the pa-
lace: Henry gave him a very gracious reception,
and the fpeators obferved that he beheld him with
an earneftnefs and attention, which the fight of a
prince, whofe valour and condu& had made him e-
qually famous in Europe and Afia, may naturally
infpire. The grand mafter paid him all the civiii-

Cc3 tics
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tics which he thought due to fo powerful a mo-
narch, but did not think it proper to enter into a-
ny detail of the affairs which had brought him inte
England ; he went no further than to defire.of that
prince in geveral terms his prote&ion for the or-
der, . All that the king faid, confifted only in cu-
logiums on the defence of Rhodes, which, hefaid,
was more glorious than the conqueft of an entire
province ; and when the grand mafter was for
withdrawing, the king ordered his officers to lodge
him in his palace, where he was ferved with a mag-
nificence fuitable to his rank, and the efteem the
king had for fo illuftrious a gueft.

They afterwards had feveral private conferences
together, concerning the fiege of Rhodes, and 2
proper place for fixing the convent. The grand
mafter’ declared to him, that, notwithftanding the
formidable power of Solyman, the order would
have been fiill miftrefs of Rhodes, had the chri-
ftian princes vouchfafed to fend the leaft fuccour
thither. He continu¢d to relate how, being in
want of provifions and ammunition, particularly of
powder, and after having feen the greateft part of
his knights, and alfo of the inhabitants, fall in the
defence of the place, and that the Turks had puth-
ed their works to the very middle of the city, he
‘had found himfelf reduced to the laft extremity,
and was forced to abandon them the little ground
that was left him; how he had embaiked with the
poor remains of his fortune, and had been attack-
e¢ with terrible ftorms in his voyage : how, think-
ing to find a place of réfuge in the portof Meffina.
he had been driven thence by the plague; how
Pope Clement had allowed him to retire to Vi-
terbo, till he might meet with a fixed and fecure
place for his refidence ; how the plague had dri-
ven them thence a fecornd time ; how part of the
knigbts of the convent had been received in the
town of Nice, by the duke of Savoy’s confent, and

' the
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the veflcls and gallies of the order put ifito the port

of Villa.Franca; how the reft of the knights

were, by his permiffion, difperfed over the feveral

provinces of Chriftendom, where the order bad

any commanderies ; how the plauge being abated

at Viterbo, they had affembled there again, under

the prote&ion of the holy fee; and how, in this

uacertain and deplorable fitnation, the emperor
made him a generous offer of the iflands of Malta

and Goza; but that his minifters were clogging

this donation with conditions that were incompas

tible with the independence fo neceflary to be pre-

ferved in his order ; for the knights could not own

any one particular prince for their fovereign, with.

out rendering themfelves fufpected to the reft. He

moreover added, that he had net loft all hopes of
Tecovering Rhodes; that a party was atually form-

ed there for driving out the Turks; that the prin-

cipal inhabitanis of the ifland, as well as fome of-

ficers of the garrifon, were engaged in the confpi-

racy; that the order wanted nothing to make the

attempt, but the neceflary funds for levying troops,

and fitting out the fhips of the order; that in cafe.
the projeé fhould not fucceed, he would accept of
Malta, and that he hoped the emperor’s generofity

would extend fo far, as not to infift upon a fub-

je&tion from the order, which would give a fatal

ftroke to their liberty, and that fpirit of neutrality

which the knights profefled.

The king ot England thought the defign of re-
conquering Rhodes, was a proje€t highly worthy
of the grand ‘mafter’s courage and valour ; and he,
in order to have fome fhare in {o noble an enter-
prize, promifed him 20,000 crowns, thevalue of
which he paid afterwards in artillery and fire-arms.
They no longer talked of feizing or fequeftring
the cftates of the order; much lefs of difpofing of
the priories and commandcries; all that the king
defired of the grand mafter was, 1o confer the

grand
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grand priory of Ireland upon the Turcopilier bro-
ther, f;hn Ranfon by name, who had been very
ferviceable to that prince in the government of
that ifland, whofe gentle adminiftration had been
very inftrumental in polifhing and civilizing its in-
habitants, who were at that time not many degrees
above favages. .

The grand mafter, in order to fhew his complai-
fance to a king, with whom the order was fo much
obliged, for intereft fake, to keep duc meafures,
engaged the chevalier Babingion to refign the pri-
ory of Ireland to.Ranfon, who, by way of ex-
change, made a refignation to him of the com-
mandry of Dinemor, and the dignity of Turco-
pilier. The grand mafter brought them likewife
to a further agreement, viz. that if Babington
fhould come to be grand prior of England, he
thould be obliged to pay Ranfon a penfion of 1800
livres. The king feemed extremely pleafed at ihe
grand mafter’s readinefs’ and cxaétnels in execut-
ing what he had required of him: he returned
him thanks for it, confirmed all the privileges of
his order, and when that prince took leave of him,
to return into Italy, he fent him, in his own and
the queen’s name, a bafon and cup of mafly gold,
fet with precious ftones, which the grand mafter
afterwards lodged in the treafury of the order.

The grand mafter returned ioto Italy, with the
fatisfation of having maintained the rights and
privileges of his order in France, Spain, Portugal,
and England ; and in hopes of getting from the
refpeétive fovercigns of thofe countries, particular-
ly from the pope, a2 body of troops fufficient to
carry his point in the enterprife of Rhodes. But
whilft the illuftrious old man was paffing through
the principal courts of Europe, vatious revolutions
happened at Rome, which would not allow him to
depend any longer on the fuccours which the pope
had promifed him. We have before obferved that

: Clement
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Clement, in order to balance the power of Charles
V. who was grown formidable fince his gaining
the baule of Pavia, had made a league with the
kings of Franceand England, the Venetians, Sforza
duke of Milan, and the Florentines, for the fecu-
rity and liberty of Italy. . They. called it #he holy
league, becanfc the.pope was at the head of it.
That pontiff, like inoft of his predeceflors, was a-
fraid of nothing fo mugh as of the re eftablifhment
of the imperial authority in Italy. But the exploits’
of this league, through the different intcrefts of
the allies, were noways dnfwerable to the ardor .
with which it was forimed.

The emperor, by the afliftance of the Colonna’s,
his partifans, raifed a civil war in the pope’s terri-
tories 3 and that pontiff, who was afraid of the ex-
pence which it would negeflarily put him to, fuf-
fering himfelf to be amufed by a treaty which he
made with the emperor’s minifters and the Colon-
na’s, difbanded the troops which he had in Romag-
na. His encmies feeing him difarmed, not having
the leaft regard to their faith, or the treaty they
had juft figned, entered Rome in an hoftile man-
ner. Cardimal Pompeio Colonna, the moft inve-
terate of all the pope’s enemies, was ar the head
of the rebels: fome have pretended that his defign
was againft the pontift’s life, * flattering himfclf
that, by his death, and by force of arms, he thould
get himfelf placed in the pontifical chair. ‘The
pope had only juft time enough to fly to
the caftlé of St. Angelo : but as there were 1520,
not provifions within the place fufficient to
bo'ld out for any confiderable time, he was forced
to fubmit to his enemies terms. They obliged him
to fign a treice for four months with the emperor,
to pardon the Colonna’s, and to give hoftages for
the performance of his promife. But he was no

¢ Guiccisrdin 1, 17,
flave
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flave to it; and, as foon as he had received a fup:
ply from the king of England, he took up arms
again : he broke the truce, uvader pretence that
they had made him fign it, with a dagger as it were
at his throat ; and that the Colonna’s in particular,
who were vaflals of the holy feg, could not oblige
their fovereign to capitulate. Ta revenge the io-
fule which they had offered him, he began to fhew
his refentment by a folemn deprivation of Pompeio.
Colonna from the dignity of cardinal, and caufed
likewife the troops, which he had juft levied for
_his fecurity, to march againft the lords of that fa--
mily.  Vitelli his general ravaged their lands, plun-
dered the towns and caftles belonging to that houle,
demolifhed their walls, and left the moft dreadful
marks of their mafter’s refentment wherever they
came.

- All Italy was a prey to the feveral armies of the:
emperor and the confederates : it would be impof-
fible to deferibe the plunderiags, the violences, and.
the inhumanities, which fuch a multitcude of fol--
diers, of different nations, exercifed in thofe pro--
vinces, where each party was the firongeft,. ‘I'he:
foldiers frequently had nothing but licenrioufrefs’
and impunity for their pay; and the generals did.
not fo much confult the orders they received from .
their refpefive fovereigns, as they did the feveral.
methods of procuring fubfiftence for their troops.

The conftable of Bourbon, a prince of the blood
of France, who, enraged at finding himfelf perfe-
cuted by the mother of Francis l.. had gooe. over-
. to the emperor’s party, not being in a condition to.
pay the body of troops which he commanded ; he,
in order to put a ftop to the clamours of his fol-
diers, promifed them the: plunder of one of the
richeft cities in Italy, without making any further.
declaration of the enterprize he had in view. We
have heard but of few generals who, like him gain-
.ed the entire confidence, and an abfolute autharity

over
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over their foldiers, without having any money to
pay them; but a certain air of grandeur, which
flows from an illuftrious birth, and which never
fails to command refpe& ; his furprizing valour ;
his {kill in the art of war; and his cafy and fami-
liar behaviour, which yet was never derogatory to
‘his dignity, had gained him the affe&tion of his
foldiers, who loved him even to adoration : fo that
they el fwore, fays Brantome, to follow him
wherever he fhould lead the way, #hough it were te
the devil. .

The march of this army, which advanced with
-great diligence towards Tufcany, terrified the pope,
-and he relapfed into his ufual uacertainties. The
-emperor’s minifters made their advantage of it, and
endeavoured to purfuade him that he would find
no folid advantages, nor indeed any kind of fecuris
ty, but in a {tri& alliance with their mafter.

-Clement, though he had been already tricked by
shofe very minifters, as was juft now feen, was ne-
verthelefs very fond of believing them, and glad to
difburden his mind of thofe irrefolutions which
fhéwed him the danger he was in, with-
out fhewing him, at the fame time, March 15,
how he fhould prevent it ; he figned a
new truce. Lannoy, Viceroy of Naples, whom
he treated with, affured him that he had no occa-
fion to be under any further apprchenfions from
Bourbon and the reft of the emperor’s generals,
He flattered himfelf with this hope, and looked up-
on this treaty as an invincible barrier, which the

imperial troops could never break through, in or-
der to fall upen the lands of the church. But
Bourbon, whether in concert with Lannoy, or con-
trary to the fentiments of that minifter, is

uncertain, continued his march, and ap- r1527.
peared foon at the gates of Rome. He May 7.
began by a fcalado, and as he himfelf was

clapping a ladder to the wall, he was fhot by a

mufiket.
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mufket-ball, and died two hours after. His foldi.
ers, ecoraged at the death of their general, forced
the defendants to quit the wall, threw themfelves
‘into the city fword in hand, and killed all that came
in their way. They then difperfed them&lves into
the feveral quarters of it, broke into the houfes,
and without regarding cither dignity, age or fex,
they committed fuch cruclties and outrages as the
moft barbarous nations could hardly have been
thought to perpetrate.  What is ftill mere deplor-
able, is, that this dreadful fcene lafted net only
tweaty four hours, as ufually happens to places
taken by ftorm, but the .imperialifis daily repeated
the fame violences for upwards of two months af-
terwards, and did not flick to committ facriledge,
rapes, nor murders in cold blood, in order to gra-
tify their avarice and fenfuality.

The pope with thirteen cardinals took refuge in
the caftle of St. Angelo, but was foon invefted;

he held out however 2 month with
. 1527. the troops he had, but afterwards pro-
O&ob. 30. viiions failing him, he was obliged to

capitulate a fecond time with his ene-
mies. ;

The conditions of this new treaty would have
been fcandalous, had they not been neceflary : the
imperialifts infifted that he fhould engage to pay
the fum of 4G0,000 ducats, in order to pay the ar-
my; requiring moreover, that he fhould continue
a prifoner, till he had paid the third part of the
fum ; that he fhould afterwards be carried to the
cafile of Naplcs, to wair till the emperor’s pleafure
was known, with relation to the difpofing of his
perfon ; and that he fhould deliver up the caftles
of St. Angelo, Oftia, Civita Vecchia, Caftelana,
and the towns of Parma, Placencia and Modena,

Charles V. was greatly delighted to fee one of
his greateft enemies fall a fecond time into his
bands ; but he, far from difcovering aoy thing that

5 might
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might betray the real fentiments of his mind, did,
from a regard to religion, conceal them under the
fpecious appearances of a fenfible affl ¢tion : fo that
at the firft news he had of the pope’s iaiprifon-
ment, he, as if he had been taken captive by the-
Turks or Corfairs, put on mourning in a public
manner, and ordered {olemn proceflions to be made
over all Spain, to pray to God for his libeity : an
affedtation which he carried to too great lengths,
and which impofed on nobody, even amonyg his
own fubjelts, unlefs it were the common people,

Whilit this comedy was ading in Spain, in a
manner o unbecoming the charaéter of a great
emperor, he, for fear his prifoner thould make his
efcape, fent orders to Rome, to have him put un-
der the guard of an old Spanifh officer, Alaigon,
by name, who had becen entrufted with that of
Francis I. at Mddrid. This officer bchaved him-
felf in as furly a manner towards the pope, as he
had don¢ towards the king of France; and carried
himfelf owards a prifoner of his confcquence, not
like a foldier or an officer, but rather like a gaoler
of criminals, or a commander of galley-flaves.
But what gave the pontff ftill more coneern than
the plundering of Rome, and his imprifonment,
was the news he heard, that the Florentines, upon -
the firft account of what pafled at Rowe, had jutt
before drove all the houfe of Medicis, not only out
of the the city, but alfo out of the whole ftate of
Florence, under pretence that it had too unlimited
a power and authority in that place.

Nay, to fuch lengths did the {pirit of party pro-
ceed, as to tear down the arms of this famuily, in
all places where they had been fet up: all waich
was done at the inftigation of the emperor’s mini-
fters. The pope alfo was afraid left his gaoler thould
have had private orders to difpatch him; but we
muft do him jufticc to fay, that he was not ca-
pable of commiuing fo great a crime, and that

Vou, IIL Dd though
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thouzh he kept the pope very clof-ly fhut up, with-
out allowing him the leaft indulgence in his im-
prifonment, yet that this was no more than the re-
fu't of his own rough and diftruftful temner. An
hiftorian has indecd t1d us, thar cardinal Colonna
prefled him feveral times to mike away wich the
pontiff; that cardinal, who was all on fire for re-
venge, had alfe another motive for it, by hoping
to make that a&t of vengeance a flep towards his
own promotion. But whether this officer might
have been juftly thocked at the dreadful villany of
the propofal, or that he was afraid, that by the
pope’s death ‘he fhould lofe his part of his ranfom ;
be that, I fay, as it will, it is certain that h: always
rejested that bloody cardinal’s infamous fulicitations
with an invincible conftancy and refolution, and
that all the time the pope remained in his cuftody,
he was as carcful of preferving his life, as he was
to prevent his making an efcape.

The grand mafter, who was the pope’s particular
friend, and had both a great aff: &ion for his per-
fon, and the warmeft for hig iutercft, was finfibly
concerned at his mi-fortune: :. Moreover the optn
‘enmity between himn and the emperor, his impri-
fonment, the breaking out of the war ‘in all the
provinces of ltaly, the fhare Yhat moft of the fo-
vercigns of Europe had in it, the leagues and trea-
ties which ®ere negotiating at the fame time on all
fides, fcarce leit the kaighis'of St. John any room
to hope that tke emperor would, in the hurry of
thefe affuirs and the tumulis of war, fuffer the af-

_fair of Malta to come upon the carpet; or patti-
" cularly, that a prince of his ambition, and infati-
.aly thirfting after dominion, could be prevailed
with to give up any thing of tharkind of vaflal-
{kip, which he wus for annexing to the feofment
‘of the iflind. The greateft part of the knights,
efpecially the French, for fear of falling under the

power
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power of Charles V., thewed as much averfion for
Malta as the Spaniards did eagernefs for their fet-
tling there. Lhe grand mafter juftly- confidered
that no body was able but the pope, by his good-
offices, to obtain a pure and abfolute grant of it
from the emperor ; but then, fo long as that pon-
tiff thould be at variance with the emperor, he
cither would not intermeddle with it at all, or it
he did, it would be to no manner of purpofe. It
was refolved therefore in the council of the order,.
to wait and fee what time might produce in their
favour, in what manner the affairs of Europe
would clear up, what fate would attend the pope,
and what refolution would be proper for them fi.
nally to take with refpect to Rhodes or Malta.

Not to-mention the great difparity there was bes
tween thefe two iflands with refpeét to Jargenefs,
the extent of their dominion, and intrinfic riches,.
the grand maiter, unealy at being a melancholy
witnefs of the continual wars that raged between
the chriftian princes, witbed himfelf far removed
into the fartheft parts of Afia, and his heart was
entirely fixed upon the affair of Rhodes; nor was
it long betore he hud news of it.

Eutimius the Greek metropolitan of the ifland,
the primum mobile of the enierprizz, ‘was as uneafy,
as any. head of a party could poffibly be, at the di-
latorinefs ot the affiir; and fearing to be difcover-
ed, had fent exprefs after exprefs to the grand ma-
fter, 1n order to procure intelligence, and haften
the execution of it. The grand mafter wrote
back 10 him, that the order not being able of itfelf -
to dcfray He expence of fo great an armainent ag
was neceflury, for fuch an attempt, he himfelf had
been oblized to go into France, Spain and England
to follicit fuccours; that they were a&tually fi.tting
out the two great carracks of the order ; tha they
had likewiic three gallies upon the tocks; thas
Erance had jupplied him with galicy-flaves, and:
. Ddz England
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England with cannon and artillery ; that he was
obliged to’ be prefent at a general chapter of his
order which he had called at Viterbo, but that he
hoped to be fcon able to appear before Rhodes
with a fleet and body of troops firong enough to
drive out the infidels. He fent this letter by the
commander Bofio, embaflador and negotiator ge-
neral of all the affuirs of the order, and ordered
him to go a fecond time into the eaft, to learn the
difpofition of the people, and alfo to take, in con-
cert with the principal inhabitants of the ifland,
the laft meafures for the execution of that impor-
proje&. The continual wars that infefted all Eu-
rope prevented the knights that lay at the greateft
diftance from ltaly, from coming to the chapter.
The grand mafter opened it with a difcourfe which
was cqually folemn and pathetick, He put the af-
fembly in mind of the lofs of Rhodes, and took
notice of the difpofition of moft of the knights,
the ftorms they had pafied through, the plague and
ficknefs that had harafled the convent, the greedi-
pefs of the feculars, to grafp at, and feize on the
eftates of the order; and the fear of worfe erils
for the tuture, if they did not prevent them bya
fixed refidence in fome fea-port, dythe convenience
of which the knights might again carry on war a-
gainft the infidels, and thereby take away from all
thofe princes, who were ill affefted to their body,
all manner of pretence to feize on their revenues.
He next took occafion to mention his old age, the
cruifings and voyages he had made, the long and
tedious fatigues and labours that he had under-
gone, the calamities of. the time, and the public
miferies : ** Muft I, cried this great man, furvive
¢ the lofs of Rhodes, for no other end than to be
¢ 3 witnefs, and-that at the period of my life, of
% the fcattering and perhaps the utter ruin of an
¢ order, whofe inftitution is of fo facred a mature,
¢ and whofe government is confided to me "

: And
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And at laft, direfting his difcourfe to all the
knights, he befought them in the moft prefling.
terms, in the name of their predeceffors, the foun-
ders, of the order, and by the blood - which they
themfelves and their brethren-had fo lately thed in.
the defence of Rhades, . to put an end 1o their di--
vilions, which could not but be very. fatal to the.
order; and to- be unanimous in their choice.of a- -
port for the future refidence of the convent.”

This moving difcourfe, -his hair grown white in:
war, his perfe& dilintereftednefs, his unbounded
zeal and affetion for the prefervation. of the order, -
melted the. hearts of .the whole aflembly: and as
the affair of Rhodes had been communicated only.
to two -or- three . of the .principal of the council, .
all the voices of the feveral nations united for ap-
_plying 1o -the emperor for.a grant of the ifle of
Malta, free from all fubje&tion, -and on condition.
ooly of having a.folemn mafs. faid every year in/
memory -of . that ‘bencfaQion on the day. that the .
donation theuld be made, and of fending a faulcon.:
to the viceroy of Sicily, but without any.deputation,, .
and by any-meflcnger they fhould think proper. '

Ubpon this, depusies were immediately difpatched.i
to the cours of Madrid, .with orders to treat with -
the emperor’s -miailters on thefe conditions: but.
they found them much colder and fliffer than they,
had been-told they would be.. Whatever inclinatis -
on the emperor had at firft .thewed to eftablith the -
order of 5. John in the. ifle of ‘Malta, .to make..
ufe of it as a bulwark.to fecure Sicily and the fea-.
coaft of the kingdom of Naples from the incurfions.-
of the infidels; they had fince filled him with ap-
prehenfions, that as in the prefent jun&ure, he was.
at war with France, the grand mafter being a.
Frenchman born, would reccive the flzets of Fran-
cis I. and his confederates, .into his ports, and fa=--
vour their enterprizes. . B:fides, the emperor had-
as.firong_fufpicions of the attachment of -the.:

’ Ddg - koights..

’
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knights to the intereft of the holy fee. On the
other fide, the principal deputy of the order, who
was entrufted with the fecret of the affair, and
who knew that the grand mafter was ftill in hopes
of recovering Rhodes,  was not very prefling in the
negotiation ; fo that by the different views of thofe
that managed it, it was fpun out a great while lon-
ger, and every body faw plainly, that this great af-
fair would not be adjufted till fuch time as a gene-
ral peace thould be concluded, or at leaft till the .
. pope fhould have recovercd his liberty, and made
a pretended or real reconciliation with the emperor.
This however was thought as yet to be at a very
great difiacce; but the French army commanded
by the marfhal de Lautrec, which was advancing
towards Kome, haftened the conclufion of it. This
army confifted of 26co0 foot, and 1000 men of
arms, without including the light-horfe. On the
other fide, there was at Rorhe no more than the
dregs of the Spanifh and German troops that had
facked that great city : the plunder and booty which
the foldiers had got there made a great nomber of
them defert; nor had they loft a lefs number by
exceflive drirking, debauchery, and the cont.gious
diftempers, which infeQting various quarters of
Iialy at that time, compleated the ruin of this ar-
. my.

The emgeror therefore, feeing that he could not
hinder th: French from fetting the pope at liberty,
was defirous of having the” honour of doing it
Limfelf. But as his intereft was far fuperior to a-
ny private views of generofity, he ordered his mi-
niftcrs in their ‘treating with him about it, to get

“ - all the advantages from him thae they could. Hu-
go de Moncada, who was pitched upon for this
negotiation, told him, that he had orders from the
emperor to fet him at liberty; and te give him

- fome licth: earneft of it, his-coi finement was lefs
#ri&t, The firft thing he infifted on, was, tba&ujbde
‘ - ' fho

Al
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fhould difengage himfelf from the league, and adt,
as became him, the part of the common father of
all Chriftians. There was little difficulty on this
article: the pope, who was not very ferupulous as
to his word, would, to extricate himfelf out of
thofe difficuliies under which he laboured, have
figned new treaties cvery day of his life. But they
likewife demanded Hyppolito and Alefandro de
Medicis=as hoftiges, by way of furety tor his exe-
_cution of the treaty. The imperial minifter went
further, and declared, that it was impoflible for
him to compleat his liberty, though his Mafter was
fo very much defirous of it, till he had paid down
the 400.000 ducats fipulated in the former treaty;
and that without this previous condition he was a-
fraid leaft the emperor’s foldiers, who were moft
of them Lutherans, and a fet of ungovernable fel-
lows, fhould mike an attempt on his holinefs’s
perfon.

- That pontiff underftood his meaning very well 5
but he was more arraid of Moncada himfelf, than
of his foldiers. Hbc therefore, in order to get as
foon as poffible out of their hands, promifed to
pay 95000 ducats down. to give the like fum a
fo.tnight "atter bis leaving Rome, and the reft in
three month. afterwards.  Guiceiardin tells us,
thar he, in order to raife this fum, was torced, be-’
fore he went out of the caftle of St. Angelo, to a-
lienate the goods of the church ; to ietl, as i were
by zu@ion, three cardinals hats to perfons unwor=
thy of tuch an homour; and all this, fays the hif-
torian, in order to furmih pay to hercticks*9,
at the expence and-with the conient ot the vicar of
Jetu< Chrift, who was likewiic obliged to give not
only his nephews as hoftages, but alfo feveral car-
dinals who were the moft dcvoted to him, as @
pledge tor the performance of his promife.

December the ninth was the day fixed for fetting
# Guicciargin, J, 18, - ;
' him
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him at liberty ; but as there was fill, notwith~
ftanding all their treatics, a .mutual diffidence on
both fides, the pope fearing left Moncada fhould
not be fo good as his word, took his opportunity,
whillt he was more negligently guarded,. and got
the night before out of the caftle, difguifed like a.
merchant ; and mouating on a Spanith horfe,.
made the beft aof his way to the caftle of Orvieto,
where he chofe to retreat.

" The pope, entirely perfuaded that his liberty was
altogether owing to the weaknefs of the emperor’s
troops, and the approach. of the French army,
wrote a very obliging letter on that fubjeét to the
marfhal de.Lautrec 4 : and as if he had tully an-
fwered his firt engagements by that flight comple-
ment, obferved a-kind of neutrality ever after-
wards ; which it were to have been withed, forthe
cdification of the church, he had never departed-
from. The war however between the emperorand
confederates, lafted near two years more with va-
rious fuccefs ;. but with the fame fury and animo<
fiy, ) Lt
.yi)uring that- interval, . the commander Bofie, .
who (as -we have obferved) .had, beea fent by. the
. grand mafter to Rhcdes, returned thence with ve-
ry.ill news.. The grand mafter’s proje& had been.
communicated to 100 many perfons, and the execu-.
tion -of it delayed too long, 1o be ftill kept a fecret.
The Turks had fome fufpicion of it; the grand
feignior immediately changed the garrifon, and
put feveral Chriftians of the Greek. celigion to
death; and alio.fome Mahometans ; and it-was with.
infinite difficulties, and through -a thoufand dan-.
gers, that the commande: Bofio found means to e-
fcape the firict fearch which had been made by or-
der.of the governor of Rhodes. As a confolation.
for this ill fuccefs, that knight, who had a very.

" 4 Guicciardin, 1, 18

penctrating
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penctrating genius, ever fruitful of new refources,
propofed to the grand mafter a proje&t for feizing
on the town of Modon, and making it the feat and
refidence of the oder. :
This city, which is fituated in the .Morea, fell
into the hands of the Venetdans A, D. 1124 4.
Bajazet the fecond took it in 1498. - A Rhodian
named Lomelino Del Campo, who after the lofs of
Rhodes had retired to Meflina, fhewed Bofio in
his paffage to that ifland, that it would be a matter
of no great difficulty for the order to take Modon
by the affitance of Two Turks, originally Chrifti.
ans, and Greeks by birth, with whom he kept 2
couftant correfpondence relating-to commerce, and
who had confided to him their remorfe for having
renounced the faith, and their fincere defire of re-
turring into the bofom of the church, as foon as
a favourable occafion fhould offer itfelf, that one
‘of thefe renegadoes, Calojan by name, had the
command of the port ; and that the other, whofe
name was Scandali, was, by his poft of fupreme
direftor of the cuftoms, mafter o!P:)he gate of the
mole ; and that they would both of them be glad
to favour an enterprize, that fhould put {o impor«
tant a place into the hands of the Chriftians. Bo-
fio, who was cver warm and enterprifing in thofe
things in which the interefts of his order were cone
cerned, was refolved to go and view the place in
a‘erfon; "and difcourfe, if poflible, with the two
urks. With this defign he got lctters from Lo~
melino for them both, and as he pafled near the
ifland of Sapicnza, which lies off the fouthern coaft
of Morea, over againft Modon, he put into a bay
where hé lay fhug, and fent 2 Rhodian that attend~
ed him, named Stefi Marquet, in 2 fitherman’s bark,’
to Modon, to deliver the letters to the two Turks,
They both came on board him in rhe night; he
found them thoroughly penitent for their fault, and
® Bofio, t. 3.1 5et6, ' - .
) refolved
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refolved to atone for it, though at the expence of
their lives. The commander confirmed themin
this noble refolution, aod after having confulted
together about the feveral methods of putting their
proje& in execution, the refult of it was, that they,
by the help of this intelligence, fhould conceala
certain number of knights in fome merchant veflels;
that part of thofe knights fhould in the night be
let into the tower which commanded the port, and
" that the reft fhould feize on the gate of the mole;
that thereupon a cannon-fhot thould be fired fora
fignal, and that the chriftian fleet, which was to
lic concealed behind the ifland of Sapienza, fhould
advance, and land the troops on board it ;; which
fhould afterwards enter by the gate of the mole,
throw themfelves into.the place, and carry it.
Bofio finding this enterprize might be very eafi-
Iy effcéted, highly commended the two renegadoes;
exhorted them to perfevere with conftancy and
_refolution in the defign with which heaven had io-
fpired them for iheir falvation ; moreover, promif-
ing them great rewards, if they fhould cootribure
to the conquelt of Modon. He, afier this, kept
on his voyage, and at his retura into Italy gave
the grand mafter anaccouat of this new negotiartion;
reprefented to bim that Modon was fituated io a
fruitful and plentiful counwry, where they might
extend their conqueft, if the enterprife thould mect
with (uccefs; that there was no rifing-grouod near
enough the place that might command it; thatit
was furrounded by the fea on two fides, and was
divided from the main land by a ditch, which they
might make broader if thcy thought proper ; | that
the port was fpacious and fecure, by means of a
great mole, and feveral rocks that detended the
entrance of it ; and that as the ifland of Sap.enza
lag off it, they might build a_citadel in_that place,
which might ferve as an advanced fartification to.
the town of Modon. : , .-
v B The
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The grand mafter did not rejeét the propofal ;
but being a man of folid judgment, and fecing
that the affuir of Rhodes had abfolutely mifcarried,
he preferred a certain fetdlement at Malta, before
the uncertain hopes of the conqueft of Modon.
However, as he faw no great difficulty-in this laft
proj. &, he put off the execution of it, till after he
had taken poffeflion of the ifles of Malta and Gosza,
and he fent Bofio to the pope, to folicit him, in his
and the order’s name, to ufe his mediation in the
treaty propofed about Malta, and employ his cre-
dit to get the rigour of the conditions moderat-
ed. : .

The pope being kept away f.om Rome, bare of
moneyy and difheartened by the misfortunes of the
war, was then endeavouring to repair his loffes by
a new treaty with the emperor; and that priace,
if he could have depended on his word, would
not have been averfe to-it; nay, he would have
been glad of a public reconciliation, to blot
out from the minds of Chriftians the fcandal which
he had given, by the imprifonment of that
pontiff, and the horrible facking of the city of
Rome. ' ‘

There was but -onc confideration only, that
could affe& Clement’s heart, and that was the re-
ftoring of his family in Florence. Charles V. pli-
ed him on that fide: he offered him Margaret of

" Aultria, * his natural daughter, for Alexander de
Medicis, that poatiff's great nephew, or, as others
fay his fon, + :The managers of the negotiation
‘faid further, that the emperor would engage him-
felf to make him {overeign of the city and ftate of
Florence, and that he fhould, after the ceremony
of his coronation, and before the year 1530 was
expired, fee a mighty army before Florence, un-
der the command of his ableft generals, in order to
oblige them to take the oaths of allegiance to young
Alexander, his nephew. Thefe advantageous pro-

+ Guisciarda, L 19. - 4 Paula Jovio, L 27,

pofals,
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pofals, fuch, indeed ; as the pope conld never have .

expeted, though the ledgue had been vitorious,

made him forget his own difafters, and the empe. |

ror’s infults; and in order to contribute to a con-
quctt of fuch importance to him, he thereupon en-
gaged to maintain 8ooe men, for this enterprife,
at his own expenfe.- He promifed, at the fame
time, to give'the empeior the inveftiture of the
kingdom of Naples, without any other ani.ual ac-
koowledgement but a white genet; and agreed
with the emperor’s agents to be at Bologoa the next
January at factheft, in order to perform the cere-
mony .of that prince’s coronation.  This treaty
was figned June 20th, 1529. The Duchels Luifa
of Savoy, the king’s motuer, and Margaret of
Auftria, the emperor’s aunt, governefs of the low
countries, figned likeways another at Cambray, in
the king’s and emperor’s names, to which they
gave the name of the Ladies treaty.

Such was the fituation of affairs in Europe, when
Bofio arrived at the pope’s court: and though the
affair of Rhodes had not fucceeded, the pontiff was
yet fo well fatisGed with the manner in which he
gave him an account of his negotiation, and of
that which he had begun at Modon, that, as he
himfelf, was very fkilful atnegotiations ; or, to fpeak
more properly, had a tafte for them, though, atthe
fame time, without having amy talents or capacity
requifite for that purpofe, he would meeds keep
him near his perfon, in quality of his privy cham-
berlain ; and ordered bim t9 write to the grand
mafter, to tell him, that be was in hopes of pre-

“vailing with the emperor, at their interview at Bo-
logna, to make a gramt of the ifle of Malta to the
order, with an entire exemption from all the bur-

- thenfome conditions which hjs minifters were for

clogging it with. About the latter end of the year,
the emperor went from Spain into laly, and came
to Bologna, where the pope perfarmed the ceremo-

2 -py
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ny of his coronation : and, in their interview, they
adjufted matters for eftablithing young Medicis as
fovereign in Florence.

The pope, fecing this happy profpeét for the re-
froration of his family, recommended the interefts
of the order of St. John tothe emperor in the moft
prefling terms; the pope having been bred vp in
it, and cenfidering it, in a manner, as his fecond
family. Though the emperor was not eafily caught
with follicitations, in which his intereft was not
eoncerned, yet, in this jun@ure of his reconciliati.
on with the pope, it was impoffible for him to re-
fufe him any thing : and we may affirm, that the
houfe of Medicis, and the order-of St. John, owe
their re-eftablithment to that pontiff.  The treaty
concerning the knights was figned on March 24th,
at Caftel-Franco, a little town in the territory of
Bologna ; by which, the emperor declares, that
in confideration of the particular affe®ion which
he had always bore to the order, and the impor-
tant fervices which it had done for many ages to
the chriftian world, and to enable it to continue
the fame againft the encmics of the faith, he had
given and granted for ever, as well in his own
name, as for his heirs and fucceflors, to the moft
revarend the grand mafter of the faid order, and
10 the faid order of St. John, as a fief-noble, free
and franc, the caftles, places, and ifles of Tripoli,
Mzslta, and Goza, with all their territories and ju-
rifdictions,. authority of judging in all pleas whate-
ver, and power of lif¢ and death, with all other
houfes, appurtenances, cxemptions, privileges,
rents, aud other rights and immunities; provided,
that, for the future, the grand mafter and the
koights thould hold thofe places of him and his
fucceflors in the kingdom of Sicily, as noble, free
and franc-fiefs, without being obliged to any fer-
vice, or acknowledgement, but thar of a faulcon
cvery year on All-faints day; and that in the va-

Voi. III, Ee €ancy
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cancy oj the bithoprick of Malta, the grand maf-
ter, and the convent fhould be obliged to prefent
to him and his fucceflors, three learned and pious
perfons, in order for his making choice of one of
them to fucceed to that dignity ; and that the per-
fon fo promoted, fhall be honoured with the grand
crols of the order; and in.that .quality; fhould
have the privilege of fitting in the couacil.

When he had figned this deed, the emperor de-
livered it to the commander Bofio, to carry it to
the grand mafter. That zealous minifter fet out
immediately : but as the coachman, to fatisfy his
impatience, and make the greater. hafte, drove ve-
ry hard, the coach overturned,  and the ambaffa-
dor was confiderably hurt. What aggravated the
misfortune, was, that an unfkilful furgeon being
fent for to bleed him, inftead of opening a vein,
ignorantly pricked bim in ap artery; when the
blood extravafating -crofs the fleth and mufcles of
the arm, caufed a {welling, which was foon fol-
lowed by a gangrene that put a period to this ex-
cellent man’s.life.  But before he expired, he gave
the emperor’s packet to a Rhodian gentleman, Sta-
tigogulo by name, bis intimate friend and :compa-
pion, to deliver into the grand mafter’s hands; and
charged him likewife from him, to urge him to
keep up the correfpondence of Modon, from
“which, he faid, he was.perfuaded the order would,
fome time or othet, reap great advantages. ‘The
Rhodian difcharged his commiffion with g}gt ex-
a&oefs. ‘The grand mafter was fenfibly afflifted at
the news of Bofio’s death. However, in order to
purfue his fchemes, he fent afterwards the fame
Rhodian to Modon, with rich prefents to the two
. renegadoes. He was ordered to inquire intotheir
charadter, the difpofition they were in, and whe-
ther thay had not changed their mind; and in
cafe he found them refolved and qualified w
go “through with the enterprife’ for - the - fer-
: . . . vice
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vice of the order, he was then to draw a plan of
the city, and theparts adjacent, that fo they miglit
be able to concert before hand the order of the at- -
tacks,

This gentleman landed at Modon, difguifed like
a Greek merchant, and found the two ''urks firm
and unfhaken in their refolution. They fthewed
him the facility of the enterprife, by means of the
avthority which-one of them had in the tower of
the port, and the other by the keys of the gate of
the mole, which were in their difpofal. They told
him, that the enterprife could not fail of fuccefs,
provided the knights would but come with a body
of troops, fufficicnt to-beat the garrifon and the
‘inhabitants.  When, after feveral conferences,
they agreed to put off the exccution of the projeét.
till the latter end of the next fummer; in order
that, it"it fhould meet-with favourable fuccefs, as
they had all the reafon in the world to hope it
‘would, the news of it might not reach Conftanti-
nople tilt antumn ; and the Turks, not being able
to put to fea in-the. winter, the knights might, by
that means; have time fufficient to f&ttify them-
felves in their new conqueft..

- The grand:mafter and councii, as foon as they.
liad received and examined the deed containing the
donation of Malta, difpatched two of the principal
-commanders to thank the emperor, in the pame of
the whole order. They alfo fent, at the fame time,
"an authentic copy of that important inftrument to
the prior S:lviati, their embafludor at Rome, and
ncphew to the pope, in order that he might obtain
‘& confirmation ot itfiom the fovereign pontiff, who
wds the firft wperior of the order.  Clement, -with
the-greateft joy imaginable, granted it in a full con-
fiftory ; and 1o makc this deed ftill more binding
and folemu, he caufed a bull to be drawn up to
that purpote, and publithed April 25¢h.  Not long
atur this, the grand maufter fent, as from the or-

Eez d=ry
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der, into Sicily, Hugh de Copones, general of its
gallies, ard Juhn Boniface bailiff of Mapofque, of
the language of Provence, in quality of embaflador,
to take an oath of fidclity, in prefence of Hcélor
Pignatelli, duke of Montaleon, and viceroy of Si-
cily. The embafladors acquitted themfelves of this
duty in the chyrch of Palermo ; when, the cere-
monies being performed as ufual in thofe cafes, he
received the deed of inveftiture, which the viceroy
‘gave up into their handd, in the name of the empe-
ror. This nobleman named afterwards fix com-
miffiencrs, who went on board the fame gallics of
the order as had brought the embaffzdors to Sicily;
after which, they, in concert, went together to
Malta, Goza am{ Tripoli, of which they were put
in pofleflion by thofe commiffioners. Thefe, by
virtue of the power which thiey had received from
the grand mafter and council, took an oath, in
their name, to maintain the inhabitants and people
of thofe iflands in their rights, cuftoms, and pri-
vileges ; and left, by the grand mafter’s order, the
commander Aurelio Botigella, as governor and
captain of arms of Malta, and the chevalier Au-
guftine Vintioville as his licutenant,

A Spanifh officer, Alvarez de Nava by name,
who commanded in the caftle of St. Angelo, hav-
ing delivered up that fort to them, they delivered
it up to the commander Peter Piton, who accord-
ingly took pofleffion of it, at the head of a compa-
ny of foot. Not long after this, the grand mafter
fent twq gallies and a galion, with a confiderable
number|of knights on board, to Tripoli, whercof
be named -governor, Gafpar of Sangueflea, com-
mander of Aliagne. The commifoners, after ha-
ving provided for the defence of thefe feveral places,
returned{on ?oard, and arrived at Saragoffa or Sy-
racufe in|Sicily, where the council, for the better
convenici cy of their paffage ta Malta, had been al-
ready aﬂ{mbled for fome time,

/ . The
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The grand mafter, before his fetting out. fenr a -
great number of workmen and materials to Malta,-
to rebuild the lodgement of the caftle of St Ange-
lo, which was enrirely ruined, and fhipped off
powder and ammunaition in the fame vefftls. But
when he was for th.pping off corn, the viceroy of.
Sicily infifted upon the duties ot exportation ; and--
the mafter. of the mint acquainted the council
. that the emperor would not fuffer any money but
what bore his imprefs to be coined at Malta, and
that by his officers only. - The.c diffi-uliics, thus
ftarted. retarded the departure of all the kaighss,
The grand mafter and council were very fenfible,
that Malta could not poflibly fubfit without re.
ceiving corn from bdicily; and they looked upon
thefe duties of exportation, from which :he inhas
bitants of Malta, as denizens "ot Sicily, had been
always exempted, as an indiret duty and rribute,
to which the order was going to be fubje&ed.

Nor did they lefs retent their pretending to de-
prive am order that was {overeign and independent,
ef the right of coining money. Thefc feveral cir-
cumftances made them apprehenfive, left the em-
peror; a prince who was ever to be guarded againft
in his treaties, and whole words, though in out-
ward appearance clear and free from ambiguicy,
neverthelefs conceaied equivocal meinings, fhould
one day make ufe ot thefe pretenfions as a _.right,
and employ them in keeping the order in an abio-
lute dependence. Kefleétions of this nature alarm.
ed the greateft part of the knights: 'L'here were
many of them who maintained, that it would be
impofiible for the order to prefcrve i.s liberty in the
neighbourho'd ot fo powerful and ambitious a
prince; others of a warmer temper. and who were
for ftraining of every thing, ntifted openly that
they muft abfolu-cly break the treaty ; that Mala
was a barren ifland, or rataer rock where the in-
habitants would di¢ of hunger ; that the two cle-
: Eeg mentg
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meants-of man’s food, viz bread and water, were
wanting in it ; and that the prefeat which Chacles:
V. had made them, was pot worth the. parchenent
they had employed in writing the deed of gift. But
the grand mafter and ceuncil, more prudent and
circumfpeét in their views as well as words, thought
proper to inform themfelves of the emperor’s 1cal
inclinations from himfelf only ; for which purpofe
they difpatched two embafladors to him,. with or-
ders to reprefent, that his imperial majefky was we-
ry fenfible, that fo fartrom drawing any advantage
from the ilcs of Malta and Goza, and the city of
"Tripoli, he was at the yearly expeace of 340 oco
livres for the maiataining the garrifoes ia the feve-
rdl firong holds and caltles ; that it would hawe
been impoflible for the inhabitants to tubfift ia
them, had they not ever been confidered as denis
zens of Sicily, and as fuch, had not enjoyed ihe
privilege of recciving curo from thence, free from
any duty of exportation ; that the order had been
furpritcd he thould be for readering their condition
worie than that ot the preient inhabitants ; noe
were they lets furprifcd thar, by the decd of gitr,
though they were to be ackiowledged as favercign
and independent, yet, neverthelels, they thould be
debarred from coining money, and by that means
be deprived ot une 0. the choiceft ot is royal pre-
rogaiives. and which the grand prior of Germany
enjoyed, in all irs latitude, in the ewpiie. The em-
bafladors were ordercd not to abate a title in thefe
srucles ; and, at the tame time, by a particular one,
were exprefly commanded, in cale the emperor
fhould abtolusely infift uporr tne pretenfions of hip
minifters, to give him back immediately his deed of
giit, to take their lcave of him, aud to reiurn back
forthwith. :

Thefe two minifters were no fooner. arrived at
his court, and admirted to un audicuce, buu they,
inttcad of apening with the defigh for which xll;g
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had chiefly been fent, told him. that their fuperi-.
ors had fent them to thank his imperial majcfty for
the great exa&nefls, as well as liule trouble, which
his commiffioncrs had given the order, in putting
them in poffeflion of the iflands apd firong holds,
of which he had been fo gracioys as 1o make a cef-
fivn in their favour ; and that the grand mafter was
juft upon the point of tranfporting himlelt thitber,
and all the convent. They addcd, that he thould
cven have been fet out by this time for that pur-
pofe, had not fome difficulties arofe, which the.
viceroy of Sicily bad ftarted, only from the great
zcal he had for his fervice ; but that the whole or-
der hoped, that his majefty, out of his wonted
goodnels, would come to a refolytion, and deter-
mine that affair.  Afier having told him, io a few
words, what the viceroy’s pretenfions were, as if
the emperor had known nothing of the mater,
they artfully infinuated to him, that although the
grand mafter and council were highly fenfible of
the importance and value of the gift which he had
made them of Malea, that neverthelefs, it had nos
yet beco accepted by ¢he unanimous confent ot all
the knights ; that the French in particular, who
had becn brought up at Rhodes, and 1n anindepens
dence that naturally refults from an uplimited {oves
reignty, appeared to be leatt fatisfied with it ; thag
they had juft reafons w apprchead, they fhounld
make the {cveral pretenfions of the vicerqy ferve ap
2 handle to oppofe the tranflation of the eoupcil 3
that his impenial mmajcfty knew very well, that the
fuperiais of a free republic, compofed of knights
of various nations, and cdéncaied in a ceriain pomp
of courage were not to exeitiheir smthority, but with
the utmoft circumipeétion, and .pasticplarly in an
affar, wherein each private man imagined he had
as great an intercft as his fuperiass ; for which rea-
fon, the grand mafter and council conjured him to
finifh this work ot his owan cxeaton higuclf, and to

’ employ
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employ his fovereign authority for the removing of
the obftacles which his minifters formed. They
concluded with affuriog him, that the free and vo-
Juntary acknowledgments and gratitude of the
knights, and their zeal in defending his territories
againft the infidels, would greatly compenfate all
the viceroy’s pretenfions.

Norwirhftandiag that the emperor’sdefign in ma-
king over Malta to the order of St. John, was to
make it ferve as 2 bulwark to cover his kingdoms
of Sicily and Naples; neverthelefls this monarch
never gave up the moft inconfiderable or his interefts,
but in the view of gaining a morc confi .erable one
by fuch a ceflion. Hc infifted firongly on the
viceroy's pretenfions, imagining that the order, af-
ter having brouzht matters thus far, would oot
break the treaty for the take of thofe two aruicles.
In order therefore to increafe the duties ot expor-
tation, he declared that h- could not confent to als
low the order to fetch.corp trom Sicily, unlefs
they would agree to pay a certain fum per tun, as
fhould afterwards be agreed upon ; and to procure
to himfelf a kind of right of tovereignry over the
order, he added, thar he abfolurcly would not al-
}»w the order to coin money, or any other to be
current all the ifland over, but what was ceined in
his own mints.

It thele two minifters had a&ed direétly as they
were ordered by their inftruétions, all the treaty
would have been at anm ¢nd ; but they thought it
impor aat enough to’ merit their fending for new
orders trom the cduncil how to a&. Accordiogly
they wrote with the utmoft expedition to the grand
maftur, who immediately tent advice of it to the
pope, the proteétor of the order. The pontiff dif-
paiched to tne emperor the prior Salviati his ne-
phew, who was at Lis holinefs’s court in quality
of refident of the graad mafter aud the whole or-
der; and this mimiter made 10 good an_advantqg;

o
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of the credit which the pope had then with the em-
peror, that he obtained from him a new treaty, in
which the two articles relating to the exportation of
corn, and the coining of money, were inferted i
favour of the order.

Nothing was now wanting, for the entire eftae
blifbment of the knights at Maita, but the tranf-
portation of the grand mafier, of the council, and
all the knights into that ifland. They firft put o
board five gallies, two great carracks, and fcveral
tranfport thips, the inhabitants of Rhodes, who be-
ing refolved to fhare the fortune of thé order, had
continued with the koights ever fince they had
quirted that ifland.- They alfo fhipped on board
thele veflels the effeéts and records of the order, as
likewife various moveables, together with ammuni-
tion and provifions. A great pumber of kpights
and foldiers in their pay, went over in this little
fleet, which, before its arrival, met with a dread-
ful ftorm, in which one of their gallies was dathed
to pieces againft a rock ; one of the carracks had
alfo like to have been loft ; fhe was already got in-
to the port at Malta, when immediately there arofe
fuch mighty winds, that notwith{ianding her be-
ing faftened with three anchaors, fhe broke all her
cables, and after twice 1unning a-ground, at laft
funk in the fand. They thoyght her loft, when g
contrary wind fpringing - up, raifed her: aftee
which they fet her .float, and found that her hull
had received no manner of damage. Such as are
for drawing predi&tions from every thing, did not
fail 1o give out, that heaven fe¢emed by that incideng
to point out the fate of the order, which, afier ha-
ving fuffered fo grear a varicty of dangers and
florms, fhould at laft fix itfelf happily in Malta,

This ifland is fitvated in the 46th degree of lom.
gitude, and the 35 h degree 10 minutes of north-
ern latitude ; it has the Mcditerranean to the kaft;
- loeking towards Capgia ; to the narth Sicily, whi

o
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is but fifteen leagues diftant from it, Tripoli in Bar-
-bary to the fouth, and the iflands of Pantalarea,
Linofa, and Lampadufa to the weft, and that part
of the fea which feparates that ifland from Sicily,
generally goes by the name of the channel of Mal-
1a. This country, according to a tradition of its
inhabitants, had bken anciently governed by an
A frican priace called Battus. It was fince in the
hands of the Carthaginians; and at the time that
the knights-of St. John took poff:flion of it, they
met with feveral infcriptions in the Punic tongue,
engraved on pieces of marble and broken pillars.
The Romans, during the wars of Sicily, drove the
Carthaginians from thence; and the Arabilns; a-
bout the gth' century, and after the ruin of the em-
pire, made themfclves mafters of it. About anno
119o. Roger, the Norman count of Sicily, won
this ifland from the Barbarians; fince which time,
it has been always annexed to the kingdom of Si-
cily, whofe fortune it had ever followed.:.
The grand mafter, the council, and chief comr
manders got into the great port on the
26. O&. 26th of O&tober ; 'and, as foon as they
1530. were landed, they went direétly to the pa-
rochial ehuich of St. Lawsrence, where,
having paid their fift homage to him whom the
order acknowledge for its only fovereign, they went
- to the town, which is fituated at the foot of the
caftle of St. Anglo. 'The grand mafter could
hardly meet with a-houfe for himfelf to lodge in,
they being no more than fo many fithermen’s huts,
io which the commanders and knights difpertzd
themfelves. The grand mafter took up his quar-
ters in"the caftle; and fome days atter his entry, he
went and took pofitfion of the capital, that liy
further up the country, und about the middle of
the sflind. It is called by Prolemy Melita, afier
the name of the whole iflind; otheis give it the
pame of the natable city. We are told that it was not
then
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ther 1300 paces in circumference : it was the ufual
refidence of the bithop. The grand mafter, after
his authority had been acknowledged by all the in-,
habitants, went through the whole ifland to find
out a place that might be fafe, as well as commo-
dious, for the fettling of the council and the whole
body of knights. .
We have alrcady obferved, that the two greateft
ports were feparated from one another by a neck
of land or rock, called Mount Sceberras, which
commanded them both, “This place appeared to
him to be very commodioufly fituated for the raif-
ing of a new city. The grand mafter would have
been very defirous, in cafe the order could fubfifk
in the ifland, to fettle the convent in that place ;
but as the circumftances of the order at that time
would not allow them to execute fuch a defigo,
though judged to be fo very ufeful, the grand ma-
fter and council were obliged, in that infancy of
things, to fettle themfelves in the caftle of St. An-
gelo, the only place of defence that was in the
ifland, and the knigbts difperfed themfelves up and
down the town, which is {itnated at the foot of the
fort: this was their fift refidence. This town
had no fortifications, and was commanded on all
fides. The grand mafter built a wall round it, to

prevent his being furprifed by the corfairs : they
have fince added flanks to it, with reflaults at cer-
tain diftances, agreeable to the unevennefs and de-

clivity of the ground. The grand mafter did not
intend to continue long in that place, but was re-
folved, before he fetiled himfelt entirely there, to
make an attempt .upon Modon, a rich and popu-
lous city; and a ciicumftance which gave him the
greateft fatisfa&tion, was its litle diftance from
Rhodes, which the order might be able to furprife,
in-cafe a civil war fhould break out among the
Turke, or even attack openly in other conjunétures.
He defigned, in cafe the affair of Modon thould
mifcarry, and that the order fhould be obliged tp
I continue
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‘point of rock ahove-mentioned, which- went by
%he name of Moeunt Sceberras. But ths immenfe

" _ ./ fums the otder had fpeat for cight years together,

for the fubfiftence of the knights and Rhodians in
Tealy ; the differeat tranflations from Candia to
Mcflina, from Mcflina to Civita-Vecchia, from
dhence to Viterbo, from Viterbo to Nice, to Villa
Franca, and other places in Lialy; and even Sicily,
where the knights, for their eafier fubfiteace, were
&ilpcrfed up and down, with the grand mafter’s
Ieave ; fo many cruifings, voyages, jouracys, tranf-
mrigrations of a whole body of people, of which .
that colony was compofed, had quite drained the
treafury of the order, and would not allow the
grand mafter to execute fo great a proje@. He was
even diftafied with every thing he faw in Mala
the barrennefs of the foil ; their bread, which they
were obliged to fock, as it were, as far as Sicily ;
the poverty of the inhabitants ; their ruftie and
favage behaviour; no place of defence in cafe of

. #n attack: fuch gloomy réflc&ions as thefe affliGted

him very fenfibly, and awaked, with the utmoft
gricf in his mind, the remembrance of Rhodes, fo
fruictul in corn, fo rich by its flects and armaments;
and morcover, the capital of five or fix other
iflands or ftrong holds, the moft inconfiderable of
which was much better fortified than Malta, But
-as 'lfle Adam was informed with a fpirit of bra-
very and a greatnefs of foul, faperior even to the
moft unhappy accidents of life, he generoufly took
kis refolutions at once; and without forgetting the
enterprize of Modon, devoted all his cares to the
building fome houfes for the knights to:dwell in,
in order to make their refidence in the ifland more
fupportable. lt was from this” laft eftablifhment
that they borrowed the name of Malia, mftead of
that of the knights of Rhodes, which they had
made illuftrious by a centioual ferics of great ac-
tions during upwards of 200 yeais.
" Exp of the THiRD VoLuME.



